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Panel asks ‘Is the sky the limit?’ with campaign finance

Political Science honor society hosts discussion featuring Temple professor, Politico journalist

By Priscilla Bonilla
Correspondent

Sigma Pi, Wilkes’s chapter of the Pi Sigma
Alpha National Political Science Honor Soci-
ety, hosted a panel discussion entitled “Is the
Sky the Limit? Campaign Finance in the 2012
Election Cycle and Beyond,” featuring Tem-
ple political science professor Robin Kolodny
and journalist Kenneth Vogel along with Wil-
kes political science professors Tom Baldino
and Kyle Kreider.

“Legally the sky is the limit of how much
people can give,” Vogel, a reporter for Polit-
ico, said. “The only limit will be when or if
the donors come to believe they are wasting
their money.”

The panel discussion was held at 5 p.m. on
April 4 in the Henry Student Center Ballroom.
Sigma Pi funded this event through a grant it
received frogn Pi Sigma Alpha National Po-
litical Science Honor Society. The Chapter
Activity Grant is given to chapters who show
involvement with the elections year after year.

“The importance is to teach people some-
thing about campaign finance, and show its
advantages and disadvantages,” Sigma Pi
President Brandon Wesneski said. “Campaign
finance is something that has taken over the
presidential elections since 2008.”

Vogel’s discussion focused on the way the
growth of big money has changed the political
process by loosening the control that the par-
ties and candidates once had over campaigns.

During the discussion, the panel explained
the idea “money is speech.” In the 2010 and
2012 elections there was a larger amount of
money from outside groups, allowing these
groups to gain more say and power in the
campaigns.

It has been argued in several court cases
whether this idea of outside contributions
should be allowed. And there have been dif-
ferent regulations established such as Super
Political Action Committees, 527 groups and
501(c)s.

Super PAC's raise and spend money with-
out a limit. The money is collected from any-
one, not directly contributed to candidates or
parties, but it is reported to the Federal Elec-
tion Commission. The Super PAC is consid-
ered to be the most effective.

“Money is speech, you cannot limit speech,
therefore you cannot limit money,” Professor
of political science and Sigma Pi adviser Tom
Baldino said.

Vogel said advocates for reducing the power
of money in politics reject the Supreme Court’s
assessment that money equals speech. These
advocators believe that this weakens the con-
cept of one person, one vote.

The panel agreed that outside funds have
a positive and negative effect. Vogel said he
believes these funds do have a potential for
chaos. The chaos effect is that those who may
not have a chance to run a significant campaign
have the financial support to still have a strong
impact and effect other candidates who might
have more establishment support, he said.

Kolodny focused on two particular ques-
tions. Does the spending do anything other
than allow donors their freedoms of expres-
sion, and do voters respond to the extra ads?

He said the response voters have to the ex-
tra campaign ads is of concern for addressing
our generation, the students, who do not watch
television in “real time” and consume cheap
methods of communication. These cheap
methods are Twitter, Facebook and Hulu to
name a few.

Kolodny said you cannot tell rich people
what they can do with their money. So the es-
sential question is whether voters are persuad-
ed by these appeals. Some independent voters
can be, but we can’t depend on them to vote
as much as partisans who are more resistant to
these messages, Kolodny said.

For example, Kolodny has been watching
a lot of basketball recently, and has viewed
a lot of messages about PowerAde, Bud Lite
and Miller Lite, yet she still doesn’t consume
them. She said even if these companies tripled
their advertising budgets, she still wouldn’t
buy them.

“So that is how you have to view it,” Kolod-
ny said.

The sky maybe the limit for outside contrib-
utors, but are people affected? When will these
rich people leave politics behind them and find
a new hobby to spend their money on? Vogel
asked.

@wilkesbeacon
priscilla.bonilla@wilkes.edu

The Beacon/Dan
Lykens

Journalist Ken-
neth Vogel (pic-
tured, left) and
Temple political
science
... Professor Robin
Kolodny (not
pictured) were
il panelists in a dis-
cussion on cam-
paign finance.

6:00pm

o] (4

Rosenn Lecture Dillon-Dau

wup

8:35pm

Kirby Lecture-Tom Zasky

7.00pm  Spotlight Classical Arts Showcase
7:30pm  As You Like it Thursday, April 11, 2013
Classic Arts Showcase 6:00pm Spotlight

: Tuesday Apl’i' 9,2013 6:30pm Ax Of Murder
1?:00pm thke.s Now 7:30pm  Wilkes Now
S-00pm SPoﬂught 8:00pm  Kirby Lecture lawerence Reed
e . PR rmoua Rdeyd 9:00pm  True Rarity: Amazing Story of Irwin Weinberg
7.00pm  Wilkes Barre: Making a Difference dassical et Showcasé
7:30pm  Wilkes Now
8:00pm  Rosenn Lecture-Lec Zanny  Friday, Aprilt2, 2013
9:00pm  Classic Arts Showcase 6:00pm  Wilkes Barre: Making a Difference

Wednesday, April 10, 2013 6:30pm  Reveille To Taps
6:00pm  Spotiight 7:30pm  Wilkes Now
6:30pm  AnAmerican In Normandy 8:00pm  Generation X
7:30pm  Wilkes Now Classical Arts Showcase

Meet the Staff

THE BEACON Editorial Staff 2012-13

130 S.River St.

First Floor, Conyngham Hall

Wilkes University
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18766

PHONE: (570) 408-5903

Editor-in-Chief: Kirstin Cook
Managing Editor: Bryan Calabro
Ad Manager: Anne Yoskoski
Photo Editor: Laura Preby
News Editor: Christine Lee

WEBSITE: thewilkesbeacon.com

Opinion Editor: Carly Yamrus

A&E Editor: Bill Thomas

Life Editor: Alyssa Stencavage
Sports Co-Editor: Frank Passalacqua
Sports Co-Editor: Jake Cochran

Adviser: Loran Lewis

Jake Cochran
Sports Co-Editor

THE

Conti
Colong
and ris
Whe
isthe t
Grante
onels |
rise to
“Ou
said s
two li1
with n
sive pi
startin
to lea
other
there
team.
ing b:
shoul
tality.
Ewvi
work
nying
the o
Ple
leagu
of 3¢
the tc
in the
Tt
there
leagy
glor;
of hi




THE BEACON | April 9, 2013

NEWS

3

President Leahy to return office to its original home in Weckesser

By Christine Lee
News Editor

At the start of his term, President Pat-
rick Leahy said that one of his objectives in
his first year would be to move his office to
Weckesser Hall. This month, that objective is
nearly complete. Leahy is scheduled to begin
moving his office and the offices of members
of his cabinet to Weckesser.

Leahy explained that his main reason for
moving into Weckesser was to be a more vis-
ible figure on campus.

“It’s much more centrally-located to cam-
pus and that’s where I personally want to be
and where I think it’s best for our administra-
tion to be; right in the middle of things and I
think Weckesser provides that opportunity in a
way that UCOM does not,” Leahy said.

He said his move to Weckesser will help
him become a bigger part of life on campus
and to engage with the campus community
more easily.

“I think I will run into students more regu-
larly, I’1l run into faculty more regularly; ac-
tivity will be passing outside my front door on
a regular basis and I just will feel much more
a part of this campus, which is what I think is
appropriate for a president, especially a presi-
dent like me that likes to be engaged in the life
of the university.”

Over the course of the year, Weckesser has
been undergoing an extensive renovation of
its interior to prepare for the move. Vice Presi-
dent of Finance and General Counsel Loren
Prescott said after Leahy made the final de-
cision on the move, architects familiar with
campus and the building were consulted on its
layout.

“They were able to give us some specific
depign ideas that helped us to not only about
how to use the space on the first few floors
of Weckesser Hall but also what to do about
the interior design issues,” Prescott said. “So
when you see Weckesser Hall you’ll see that
there’s a paint scheme that was recommended
by the architect and so on,” Prescott said.

Prescott said planning for the move took
several months. Renovation work began in
late fall and he said it took longer than expect-
ed due to unforeseen issues with furniture, and
heating and air conditioning.

“Some of the furniture that had to be or-
dered took longer for us to have delivered and
as we were studying the building we realized
that the heating and air conditioning system
needed to be upgraded,” Prescott said. “So
what we decided to do was to accelerate the
process of upgrading the heating and air con-
ditioning system before people moved into the
building.”

He explained that the contractors decided
on improving the heating and air condition-
ing system as a part of the renovation because
upgrading the system while there were people
in the building would be an inconvenience.
Prescott said the work in Weckesser is nearly
complete as the heating and air conditioning
system is nearly ready and all furniture has ar-
rived.

The large, castle-like structure that stands at
170 S. Franklin St. was built between 1914 and
1916 as the residence of Frederick and Anna
Weckesser. It was given to Wilkes in 1956 af-

The Beaco/ui Loukas

The room pictured above will become the new office of President Patrick Leahy on the first floor of Weckesser Hall. Ev-
ery Wilkes president except previous President Tim Gilmour has had their office housed within the walls of Weckesser.

ter Anna’s death. The office of every Wilkes
president with the exception of President Tim
Gilmour has been located in the building.

More recently, faculty in the School of Edu-
cation and the Jay S. Sidhu School of Business
and Leadership have had offices on the upper
floors of the building. Although it has been
used for faculty offices, Leahy feels the build-
ing hasn’t been used very much, particularly
the first floor.

“Right now I think it’s a little bit under-uti-
lized,” Leahy said. “There are offices in there
on the second and third floor but the first floor,
I think, is under-utilized so this (move) will al-
low us to fully utilize the building.”

The tradition of the president and other ad-
ministrative figures having their offices in the
building is another reason why Leahy decided
to move his office there.

“I think that tradition is nice; to continue to
house the central administration in the build-
ing that for many, many years housed the cen-
tral administration,” Leahy said. “Continuing
the rich heritage that we have of the university
presidents here at Wilkes being housed there
I think that is something that is very exciting
to me.”

Leahy explained the room that will house his
office is one that has not been used by a Wil-
kes president but several rooms in the building
have been used by former presidents.

“I’ll feel surrounded by my predecessors in
some respect,” he said.

Prescott explained that the faculty in the
Sidhu School of Business and Leadership cur-
rently occupying the third floor will remain
there. The first and second floor will be home
to Leahy and the vice presidents in his cabinet.

The first floor will have the offices of Leahy
and Vice President of Student Affairs Paul Ad-
ams as well as the administrative support staff
for the senior administration. A large confer-

ence room will be available for use by the ad-
ministration and other campus functions. The
second floor will house the offices of the other
vice presidents. The academic deans that serve
in the cabinet won’t move into the building.

Prescott said the move-in will be well un-
derway in mid-April to after Easter break and
a Board of Trustees. He likes the idea of being
in the same building as the other senior admin-
istrators.

“A lot of the work that I do involves interac-
tion with the other vice presidents and with the
president,” Prescott said. “So I’m glad to be in
the same building as them.”

As for the vacated offices on the second
floor of UCOM, Leahy isn’t sure what will
happen to them after the move but said a mas-
ter planning committee composed of students,
faculty, staff and administrators will determine
their use.

“We have a campus master planning com-
mittee that’s gonna work with me,” Leahy said.
“They will provide some advice for me as to
the best use of this building.”

He explained there are better uses for the of-
fice spaces on the second floor of UCOM.

Leahy expressed gratitude with the prepara-
tions made to prepare Weckesser for the move
of him and the vice presidents.

“In a building that’s that old and that special,
it’s taken a lot more care and attention on (the
renovation crew’s) part to do it properly and
they’ve done a marvelous job and I’m just so
appreciative of the care that they’ve done to
this project.”

He hopes to invite the community to a re-
ception in the newly renovated Weckesser Hall
this month.

@cleespot
christine.lee@wilkes.edu
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Admmlstrators testing new online SRS evaluation form

By Shawn Carey
Ass:stant News Edltor

The Student Response Survey forms that
students fill out at the end of every semes-
ter are now going online in a new pilot study
conducted by the university.

The SRS are forms that students fill out at
the end of each semester to evaluate the class
that they are currently taking. The forms are
meant to gauge the class as a whole and the
professor teaching the course.

Despite the new online version, forms will
not be any different from the hard copy form,
but will be more interactive for students to
complete.

“This has been floating around for quite a
while,” Interim Provost Terese Wignot said.
“The faculty can get the online responses
from their students much quicker than the
paper.”

For the pilot study there are approximately
80 sections and 50 faculty members taking
part in the study. It will cross many disci-
plines and grade levels and will only include
tenured faculty members.

“I wanted only tenured faculty in case
there were glitches,” Wignot said. “I didn’t
want it to affect their evaluation process.”

With the new format it also saves the
school money with forms. It is much more
expensive with the paper format because of

The Beacon/Laura Preby

Fifty faculty members will be partaking in the pilot study of the new SRS forms.

the printing and the hours that go into looking
through the forms manually. With the online
format, it will all be compiled electronically.

“There is a cost savings with it, especially
since we developed an in-house and online
SRS,” Wignot said.

For the faculty, all of the comments will be
returned to them much more quickly in a PDF
format.

Students that are going to be involved with
the pilot study will receive an email notifying
them that the SRS form is available online. It
will also list all the courses that are available
for an online SRS. After that, the students will

follow the instructions that are given to them.
Students will receive reminders while the form
is available.

For students, the process, rating system and
open-ended questions are still the same. Pro-
fessors are also still able to add open ended
questions as well. With the new format, faculty
will be able to have students fill the online form
out in class because it will be mobile-friendly.

“Instructors will have the option to do it in
class,” Wignot said. “Students can use their
phones to fill out the form; it will be mobile
friendly.”

Instructors that will be taking part in the sur-

€
The faculty can get the
online responses from
their students much

quicker than paper.”
- Terese Wignot,
Interim Provost

vey seem optimistic about the pilot study. Pro-
fessor of communication studies Jane Elmes-
Crahall added her input on the study.

“Most students do not take time_ to fill out
the open ended questions (on the paper form),”
Elmes-Crahall said. “As a teacher, I want to
read what they wrote in the open ended ques-
tions.

Elmes-Crahall is hoping that with the online
format students will not feel rushed when fill-
ing out the form.

Students will begin to receive emails April
29 and the surveys will be available until May
11. Students and faculty with any questions
can contact Wignot and her office regarding
the new online format at terese.wignot@wil-
kes.edu and (570) 408-4627.

L
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Capital Projects to purchase new bikes for students

New bikes, helmets, locks, stand to be purchased for campus mountain bike rental program

By Shawn Carey
Assistant News Editor

After a week off, the Student Government
meeting was called to order at 6:03 p.m. by
President Kris Rivers.

All College $5,192.22
Conference $1,640
General/Leadership $4,279.92
Spirit $347.77

Student Government Total: $11,459.91

Education Club report

The meeting began with a club report from
the Education Club. Catelyn Sofio and Kel-
ly Lashock both presented the report to the
board.

The club recently took a trip to the Cray-
ola factory and have had several community
service opportunities as well. They partook in
the Wilkes-Barre Halloween Kids party this
past year and will be participating in the Big
Event and Adventures in Science as well.

They are still selling tote bags as a fund-
raiser. The cost of the totes is $25 and those
interested should go to the second floor of
Breiseth. The club is hoping to start a reading
program in the local schools to get students
interested in children reading more.

Psychology Club report

Adam Bailey presented on behalf of the
Psychology Club. He said that they have ap-
proximately 12 to 15 active members in the
club and will be participating in the Big Event
and Relay for Life.

They also have had many fundraisers sell-
ing Krispy Kreme donuts and sweatshirts.
They will be going to NYC as a club in a few
weeks.

Rivers talks fund requests

Rivers asked members of the board to be
conscious of the upcoming fund requests
because of a shortage of funds and increase
in fund requests. Currently the board has
$15,000 worth of fund requests, but only
$11,000 on hand to use towards fund requests.

Engineering Olympics fund request

Lucas Domulevicz and Nick Watkins pre-
sented for the second week about the yearly
Engineering Olympics. High school juniors
from the area are invited to attend and com-
pete in different events pertaining to mechani-
cal, electrical and environmental engineering
and winners receive a scholarship from the
university in the amount of $10,000 per year
for four years.

The committee has requested donations
from local businesses and organizations but
has not heard anything back. A motion was
made to allocate $1,000 to the Engineering
Olympics, which passed 35-1-6.

WCLH fund request

WCLH was back for its second week of
fund requests. Kyle Wolfe presented on be-
half of WCLH. They are requesting funds to
offset costs for students purchasing T-shirts
from the group. WCLH is selling T-shirts to
raise money for Relay for Life. The group is
planning a 24-hour broadcast that will coin-
cide with the Tom Bigler Journalism Confer-

ence and will feature people from area chari-
table organizations and high school students
that will be attending the conference.

“I think this is a fantastic event,” junior class
treasurer Adam Bailey said.

A motion was made to allocate $7 per Wil-
kes student up to $700 for T-shirts. The motion
passed 30-0-12.

Wilkes-King's
recycling challenge

There was a presentation
for a fund request from the
Recycle Metrics. Steven Ad-
amas, Hayden Lerner and Re-
becca Taylor all presented on
a competition that will be tak-
ing place between Wilkes and
King’s in the month of April.

The competition will con-
sist of who can recycle the
most printer paper. The win-
ner will receive a trophy and
a donation will be made to
the charity of the winner’s
choice. They are requesting
$500 to pay for food and sup-
plies of their three events and
will be back next week to fin-
ish off its fund request.

History Club fund request

The History Club made its
first presentation to the SG
board. Club Vice President
Samantha Early discussed the
trip that the club will be tak-
ing to Washington, D.C.

They are requesting $1,000
to pay for transportation costs
and lodging. There are 17
students going on the trip.
The club will have a cost
breakdown of the trip at next
week’s meeting.

Bike rental fund request

Capital Projects Commit-
tee member Anthony Fanuc-
ci presented for the second
week on updating the moun-
tain bike rental program the
school currently has. The
group is purchasing new
bikes, locks, helmets and a
stand.

The group decided to drop
a large bike and purchase an-
other medium bike instead. A
motion was made to allocate
$2,980 to purchase the bikes,
which passed 31-1-10.

Programming Board
constitution revision

Programming Board pre-
sented a constitution revision
they have made. President
Jessica Short and Commu-
nity Service Committee Chair
Bethany Sharpless presented
the changes that were made
to the constitution.

They updated the member-
ship requirements, added the
community service commit-

New

399

Premium

but respectfully declined the nomination.
Elections will be held later in the semester.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

tee and other minor changes. The group will
be back next week to finish their constitution
revision.
Student Body President nominations

Nominations were taken for president of the
SG board for the 2013-2014 academic year.
Vice President Ian Foley was nominated for
the position. Julie Miller was also nominated,
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Can rap songs represent our country?

Americans waste Congress’ time trying to change the national anthem

By The Beacon Editorial Staff

Due to the use of social media, whenever
people see something they like or dislike, it
is put on their Twitter feeds, Facebook pages,
or Tumblr accounts. It is understandable that,
wanting to capture the ever-fleeting attention
span of the American public, the government
has to have an online presence and allow citi-
zens to voice their opinion in an online format.

Part of the government’s solution to this is
to make petitions online, and after a petition
garners a certain amount of signatures, then
Congress must discuss the issue. While this
makes sense in theory, the American public
has taken the issue to a ridiculous level, us-
ing their social media savvy to get enough
signatures on petitions that are so asinine and
ridiculous they should never even need to be
discussed.

The latest issue to get enough Internet spon-
sorship to be discussed was changing the na-
tional anthem. Someone had the idea to change
“The Star Spangled Banner” to rapper R.
Kelly’s song “Ignition” (specifically the 2003
remix). People found this funny and amusing,
so they signed it. After signing this petition,
many people took to their social media pages
to share this petition with others. While all of
this was going on, one has to wonder, did they
realize thatﬁley had just actually added their
name to a document proposing something so
ridiculous and unneeded that its existence in
the docket of Congress is actually insulting?

Even though the government keeps rais-
ing the amount of online signatures needed,
the public just volleys back at them with even
more signatures. One case that got a lot of at-
tention was getting the CDC to acknowledge
zombie apocalypse plans. Another, more
recent issue that took up some of Congress’
time was addressing whether or not the United
States should build a death star. Yes, a death
star, as in Star Wars.

It was concluded that the funding would be
unavailable and the technology did not exist.
The fact that this was actually discussed in
congress was a new level of ridiculous for the
American public, as petitions like these
turn most Americans into hypocrites.

Congress has its lowest approval
rating in years, and adding irrele-
vant things to the list of issues that
they have to discuss isn’t helping.
Frankly, it is an abuse of power.
In this country, the public has the
right to bring issues to the at-
tention of the government.

The key word in that sentence f t :
is “issues.” Whether America

will build a death star isn’t helping the unem-
ployment rate. Suggesting that we as a country
replace our national anthem, written to honor
our struggles in war facing the British, with a
rap song performed by a man indicted on 21
counts of sex with a minor fan is absolutely
absurd.

A national anthem is supposed to bring peo-
ple together and unite the people of a nation
under one common cry of nationalism. The
lyrics, “So baby gimme that toot toot, Lemme
give you that beep beep, Runnin her hands
through my ‘fro, Bouncin on 24’s ... It’s the
remix to ‘Ignition,” Hot and fresh out the kitch-
en, Mama rollin’ that body got every man in
here wishin, Sippin on Coke and rum, I’'m like
so what I’'m drunk, It’s the freakin’ weekend
baby , I’m about to have me some fun” don’t
personally inspire patriotism in me. Would sol-
diers cling to these words during war? Would
they like to know that they aren’t fighting for
the land of the free and the home of the brave,
but instead they are defending the rights of a
drunk, rich rapper who wants to give someone
a “toot toot” or a “beep beep”?

While this song is fun to dance to and it is
admittedly catchy, it is not something I would
want sung at my children’s baseball games.
It’s not something I would like to hear before
Americans heads into the Olympics. It’s frank-

ly, something I don’t want associ- ated

with America at all. o
People need to be more respon- "i

sible with their power as citizens. 0

Use your signature and opinion
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for good, use it for something that you as an
American citizen truly believe in. While al-
most everyone complains about Congress not
accomplishing anything, how can anyone who
signed that petition complain? If you want to
eat up valuable time in a government forum
debating the merits of a song that rhymes “lob-
by” with “lobby,” then by all means, embar-
rass yourself. However, you lose the right to
complain about Congress not accomplishing
anything or not caring about your issues as a
common citizen.

Even the proposal made by the creators of
the petition is Ludacris reading, “We, the un-
dersigned, would like the Obama administra-
tion to recognize the need for a new national
anthem, one that even a decade after its cre-
ation, is still hot and fresh out the kitchen.
America has changed since Francis Scott Key
penned our current anthem in 1814. Since then,
we have realized that after the show, it’s the
afterparty, and that after the party, it’s the hotel
lobby, and — perhaps most importantly — that
’round about four, you’ve got to clear the lob-
by, at which point it’s strongly recommended
that you take it to the room and freak some-
body. President Obama: we ask you to recog-
nize the evolution of this beautiful country and
give us an anthem that better suits the glorious
nation we have become.”

Use your voice to make a real issue known,
not perpetuate nonsense.

@thewilkesbeacon
_ wilkesbeacon@gmail.com
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Contact editor: carly.yamrus@wilkes.edu

BEACON POLL

The Beacon poll is unscientific and
does not claim to reflect the overall
attitudes of students on the Wilkes
campus. Poll results are based on
responses.

Last week’s question:
How much do you know about the
interfaith community at Wilkes_?

This week’s question:

What is your opinion of New York

Mayor Bloomberg'’s health initia-

tives?

* Has has no right to infringe on
our rights

* His actions will be beneficial

* He has good intentions, but |
disagree with them

* No opinion

Cast your vote online at:
www.thewilkesbeacon.com

The Beacon wants

to hear your voice.
Send your name, major, year and opinion to:

carly.yamrus@wilkes.edu

The Beacon reserves the right to edit
submitted pieces for length and content.
Anonymous letters will not be published.
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Bloomberg’s ‘nanny state’ an unfortunate reality

By Carly Yamrus
Opinion Editor

For the first time in our history, more peo-
ple in the United States will die from overeat-
ing than they will from starvation.

That is really sad.

New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg
has been causing uproar lately because of a
few health initiatives introduced to the city.
Unhealthy products such as cigarettes, sugary
drinks and salt have been targeted for reduc-
tion or removal because of their effects on
public health.

The American people love their sugary
drinks. Although it is known to be one of the
main contributors to obesity, we just can’t get
enough of it. So it is no surprise that there was
an outcry when Bloomberg proposed to ban
the sale of large sugary drinks. He had hoped
for a ban on 20 ounce cups and two-liter bot-
tles of soda. However, an NYC judge struck
it down a day before it was scheduled to go
into effect.

According to ThinkProgress.com, sugary
drinks have contributed to 180,000 deaths
around the world. But you know, we have
rights. We can drink ourselves to death if we
want to.

Bloomberg also urged food companies to
reduce salt content in their products and it has
proved to be effective. Twenty-one major food
corporations have cut salt from their products,

including Kraft and Goya. The salt affecting
heart health is likely to be what is already in
the food and not table salt. The changes in salt
content really have no effect on the taste and
can help lower cholesterol.

I actually applaud these major food compa-
nies, for once. Finally, an ethical decision in
the people’s best interest. Those are few and
far between. And note how it was not the gen-
eral public’s decision. If it were, the odds of ac-
ceptance to this decrease I’'m assuming would
be a lot less out of fear that America’s favorite
foods would taste different. Nevermind heart
attacks and strokes, as long as my processed
cheese is unaffected.

Now, Bloomberg is going after cigarettes.
To dissuade teenagers from purchasing ciga-
rettes, he hopes to raise the price to a mini-
mum of $10.50. He recently announced that
the new bill would disallow the display of to-
bacco products, making them less inviting to
kids wishing to experiment. Out of sight out of
mind, right?

Because of Bloomberg’s radical plans for
health improvement, he has been criticized for
being overprotective and overinvolved in the
public’s health. I can obviously see where the
problem is ... nobody wants his or her personal
freedoms tampered with. Force may not be the
most popular method of direction either.

The Beacon/Laura Preby

Mayor Michael Bloomberg has been making headlines recently for his obscure
health initiatives for large sugary drinks, cigarettes, and salt.

Can we just step back and look at this argu-
ment here? I feel we have reached an all time
low. Kicking and screaming because we want
to drink as much soda as we want, put salt on
everything, and be able to see our cigarettes in
the case at the 7-11 before we die from them.
All of these initiatives are so miniscule they
are hardly worth talking about.

I can see why people are upset though. It’s
not the decrease in soda or salt that has people
up in arms, it’s the bigger picture. It’s the gov-
ernment telling us what we can and cannot do.

Force was definitely not the right way about
going this but I can see why it was an option...
We can be very stubborn and irrational when it
comes to our food and tobacco.

It is sad to say that we have put profit before
public health once again. We are awful at tak-
ing care of ourselves and something needs to
be done to combat sky-high disease rates. As a
country we favor immediate gratification over
long-term effects of poor health practices and
it takes its toll on us for sure.

While Bloomberg’s actions were extreme,
I’m not upset about them. I don’t applaud him
for these actions but I do not condemn him ei-
ther. We don’t need big sodas, more salt and
cheap tobacco. We don’t need another genera-
tion of unhealthy Americans. Wake up Amer-
ica, you’re fighting for the freedom to slowly
but surely poison yourselves.

@wilkesbeacon
carly.yamrus@wilkes.edu

Senseless crimes leave victims confused, struggling for answers

By Lyndsie Yamrus
Assistant Opinion Editor

Murder and assault crimes occur everyday.
The thing is though; they’re usually for some
reason or another- domestic disputes, theft re-
lated, hate ... it could really be anything.

Qut sometimes people kill or hurt others
for no reason, and it makes you step back for
a minute and seriously question humanity.
When there’s a reason for it, one can maybe
wrap their head around the fact that it hap-
pened. But when there is no reason, we’re left
thinking, “What is wrong with people?”

For example, a 20-year-old man was shot in
Wilkes-Barre after an argument broke out over
a domestic-related situation involving his fam-
ily and other persons. While shooting someone
over any argument is wrong, unnecessary, and
irrational in every sense of those words, there
was a reason for that man to take his gun out
and shoot his victim.

Even if that argument wasn’t major, the man
had a motive. Something initiated the action.

But not all crimes “make sense.”

Thinking back to mid-January, you might
remember that a man was caught on camera
dragging a woman from a bench across sub-
way platform and onto the tracks in Philadel-
phia.

This story is simple. The man allegedly
asked the woman for a lighter, which she
gave to him, waited a few seconds, and then
punched the woman in the face and grabbed
her by the neck. He then proceeded to drag the
woman toward the tracks for no reason at all,

turned around, stole her cell phone and walked
away like nothing was wrong.

A completely meaningless act.

A similar senseless crime occurred more re-
cently where two teenage boys were charged
with the murder of a 13-month-old boy in a
stroller pushed by his mother. One of the boys
demanded money from the woman, threaten-
ing to kill her and her baby if she didn’t hand
it over.

The woman repeatedly told the boys that she
didn’t have any money and pleaded with them
not to kill her baby.

Ignoring her pleas, one of the boys shot the
woman in the leg and then walked over to her

stroller and shot the child in the face.
A horrific incident initiated out of sheer an-
ger and aggravation.

Both events are hard to understand because
they’re completely senseless acts of violence.
In both news write-ups, it was stated that
there were no motives for either crime.

So why do people harm others out of pure
aggravation? In the grand scheme of the situ-
ation, was dragging that woman onto the sub-
way tracks worth the price of his punishment?
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