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Susan Cartsonis Joins
Advisory Board
Film producer Susan Cartsonisjoins the Advisory Board of the
Graduate Creative Writing Program.

She is a Producer and President of Storefront Pictures. In 2000, The
Hollywood Reporter named her one of the top five grossing of the year
for her film What Women Want (starring Mel Gibson) and Where the
Heart Is (staring Natalie Portman, Ashley Judd, and Sally
Field). Cartsonis was an executive for Twentieth Century Fox for nearly a
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decade before leaving to build two successful film companies. During her
tenure at Fox, she helped develop and supervise Nell, The Truth About
Cats and Dogs, Buffy The Vampire Slayer, and many others, including a
film adaptation of Wilkes faculty member Beverly Donofrio’s Riding in
Cars with Boys.
 
Prior to her career at Fox, Cartsonis was an instructor for New York
University's Dramatic Writing Program. She received her M.F.A. in
Dramatic Writing from N.Y.U. and a Bachelor of Arts in Theatre from
U.C.L.A. Cartsonis credits her degree as instrumental in her development
as a producer, “When you work with writers, it's invaluable to be able to
speak to them as someone who has written screenplays and plays and
respects the creative process, struggle, and sheer challenge of creating
something and seeing it through to completion.”

Cartsonis is no stranger to teaching. She has taught at NYU as well as
been a speaker and graduate critique professional at UCLA, USC, and
SCAD. With such a strong connection to academics, she is a welcome
addition to our Creative Writing Community. “Mentoring is part of being a
producer—with writers young and old,” says Cartsonis, “Creative writing
programs are so important in generating the next batch of talented film
makers, novelists, and story tellers.”

James Jones Winner
Announced!

Gina Ventre of Columbus, Ohio, was awarded first place and the
$10,000 prize in the 19  Annual James Jones First Novel Fellowship
contest for her novel Moon’s Extra Mile. The competition is co-sponsored
by the Graduate Creative Writing Program of Wilkes University and the
James Jones Literary Society. Runners-up in the competition were David
Kim of Costa Mesa, Calif., for his manuscript Serendipity; and Laura
Walter of Lakewood, Ohio, for her manuscript Finding Opal. They were
each awarded $750.

Colum McCann Wins National Book Award

th



Colum McCann, winner National Book Award

Colum McCann, a member of the advisory board for the Wilkes
University Graduate Creative Writing Program, has won the National
Book Award for his novel Let the Great World Spin. The award was
presented on Nov. 18 in New York City. The award – considered one of
literature’s most prestigious – is presented in the categories of fiction,
nonfiction, poetry and young people’s literature. 

As a member of the Wilkes creative writing program’s advisory board,
McCann has provided input on course content and curriculum, performed
readings from his work at its residencies, and been a thesis reader for
degree candidates in the program. 

Let The Great World Spin takes place in August 1974, when a mysterious
tightrope walker is running, dancing, leaping between the Twin Towers, a
quarter mile above the ground. It chronicles the lives of a group of New
Yorkers, weaving their separate stories against the backdrop of the
tightrope walker’s feat. 

Some of McCann’s other novels include Zoli, Dancer, and This Side of
Brightness. His fiction has been published in 30 languages and has
appeared in The New Yorker, The Atlantic Monthly, GQ, Paris Review,
Bomb and other places. He has written for numerous publications
including The Irish Times, Die Zeit, La Republicca, Paris Match, The New
York Times, the Guardian and the Independent. 

In 2003 he was named Esquire magazine's "Writer of the Year." Other
awards and honors include a Pushcart Prize, the Rooney Prize, the
Hennessy Award for Irish Literature, the Irish Independent Hughes and
Hughes/Sunday Independent Novel of the Year 2003, and the 2002
Ireland Fund of Monaco Princess Grace Memorial Literary Award. His
short film, “Everything in this Country Must,” directed by Gary McKendry,
was nominated for a 2005 Academy Award.
McCann lives in New York City, where he teaches creative writing at
Hunter College.



Marlon James, Finalist for National Book Critics Circle Award in
fiction

The mission of the National Book Foundation and the National Book
Awards is to celebrate the best of American literature, expand its
audience, and to enhance the cultural value of good writing in America.

Marlon James Named Finalist for National Book
Critics Circle Award

Marlon James’ novel The Book of Night Women was a finalist for a
National Book Critics Circle Award in fiction by the National Book Critics
Circle.

The finalists were announced in January, and the winners were
announced on March 11.  Other finalists included memoir writer Mary
Karr, former U.S. poet laureate Louise Glück, and former National Book
Award winner William T. Vollmann. The other fiction nominees included
Hilary Mantel, Jayne Anne Phillips, and Michelle Huneven. Mantel won
the fiction category for her novel Wolf Hall.

The National Book Critics Circle, founded in 1974, is a nonprofit
organization with around 600 members, "book reviewers who are
interested in honoring quality writing and communicating with one
another about common concerns."

James worked on The Book of Night Women while he was enrolled in the
creative writing program. He also teaches at Macalester College in
Minnesota.

Cecilia Galante Joins Creative Writing Faculty



Cecilia Galante, newest member of Creative Writing Faculty

Young adult novelist Cecilia Galante has joined the faculty of the
Graduate Creative Writing Program.

She is the author of five young adult novels. Her first, The Patron Saint of
Butterflies, was selected as a Young Adult Book of the Year by the
Northeast Independent Booksellers Association, a Top Ten Pick for 2008
by Amazon, and a Recommended Read for Teens on Oprah's website.
Another one of her books, Hershey Herself, will be translated into Polish
in 2010. Her other novels include Willowood, and The Sweetness of Salt,
which will be published in 2011. She has BA from King’s College and an
MFA in Creative Writing from Goddard College.

Her first interactions with the faculty and students came in January when
she attended the residency. “It was thrilling. I had no idea that I was
going to be among such a crowd of intellectuals and have peers that are
so successful,” she said.

Galante is no stranger to teaching. She spent years teaching high school
English in the Wilkes-Barre area, though she is currently on sabbatical.
But when it comes to teaching in the Graduate Creative Writing Program,
she plans to use what she learned as a graduate student at Goddard.

“I’m trying to borrow more from my experience as a student. My teachers
at Goddard were incredibly supportive and astute,” she said.  “I’ve been
able to draw from that experience and insert criticism in a way that
doesn’t kill the spirit.”

Besides teaching, Galante is also hard at work on her first adult novel,
and the process has not always been easy. “It’s been incredibly daunting.
For young adult, you’re allowed to write more simply and straightforward,”
she said. “So, I was getting caught up in sounding like an adult and 
sounding smart enough.”

Galante added that the process has been easier lately, and she’s
confident the book will stand on its own. She has to submit a manuscript
by the end of April.

Though this will be Galante’s first adult novel, she admitted that she was
not initially attracted to the young adult genre.

“I wasn’t even familiar there was a YA genre when I wrote my first book,
The Patron Saint of Butterflies. My agent said we were going to market it
as young adult, and I was devastated. I didn’t think it was young adult,”
she said. “I sat back and waited, and she was right. It became a
successful young adult book and a crossover book. It appeals to adults



Bonnie Culver

and young adults at the same time.”

Bonnie Culver Helps Area High School Students
Take Writen Work from "Page to Stage"

Students in four northeast Pennsylvania school districts have a chance to
become playwrights in a special program being piloted by Bonnie Culver,
director of the Graduate Creative Writing Program. Culver worked with
two graduate students, Sarah Pugh and Cory Brin, on a master of fine
arts project developing a pilot program, “Page to Stage.” Culver is
working as guest artist in four high schools – Hanover Area, Hazleton,
Tunkhannock and Wyoming Valley West  – to teach basic elements of
playwriting to students.

Culver was in the schools Tuesdays and Wednesdays from Feb. 2 to
March 25. Each student presented a 10-minute play. One or two plays
from each school will be chosen to be presented at the Fine Arts Fiesta in
May.

Wilkes University’s long-term goal is to replicate this with fiction, poetry,
film, and nonfiction with creative writing students and faculty serving as
guest artists in area schools with a final arts festival on campus.

Faculty/Staff Notes

*Lenore Hart’s new novel The Raven’s Bride (named after the poem by
Edgar Allen Poe) will be published in both hardcover and paperback by
St. Martin’s Press in February 2011.

*David Poyer’s latest novel Ghosting, a story of a dysfunctional family
threatened on a weeklong sailing excursion, will be published by St.
Martin’s Press in November 2010.
 
*Bonnie Culver, Creative Writing Program Director; Advisory Board
member Column McCann; plus faculty members Mike Lennon, Lenore
Hart, and Kaylie Jones all served as workshop instructors at the August



session of the Norman Mailer Writer’s Colony in Provincetown, MA.
 
Bonnie Culver, Creative Writing Program Director, and Jean Klein,
playwrighting faculty member, each had a ten-minute play included in
Shorts for All Seasons: America Revisited: An Evening of Short Plays at
the VENUE, Norfolk, VA November 12-20.

Christine Gelineau’s essay “Cops” was published in the winter issue of
The Florida Review as a runner up in their Editors’ Award in Nonfiction.

Rashidah Ismaili Abu-Bakr’s poetry was published in Bending the Bow,
a collection of love poems from Africa, published by Southern Illinois
Press.

Sara Pritchard's story "Sip the Wine" was published in Vol. 76, No. 1 of
New Letters (Dec. 2009). Her story "Two Studies in Entropy" won a
Pushcart Prize and is included in the 2010 PUSHCART PRIZE XXXIV
BEST OF THE SMALL PRESSES anthology, and her story "Help
Wanted: Female" is forthcoming in Vol. 6 (2010) of The Tusculum
Review. Sara will be reading at the River Festival of Books in Huntington,
West Virginia, on Friday, April 16, 2010.

Student/Alumni Notes

Morowa Yejide’s short story “Tokoyo Chocolate” appears in the Japan-
based collection Yomimono, published in September, 2010. Her short
story “To Do List” was nominated for the Dzanc Best Books of the Web
2011 by Jersey Devil Press.

Gale Martin’s opera blog (www.operatoonity.wordpress.com) has
received critical attention, and she has been named an accredited
Bachtrack reviewer for the Metropolitan Opera.
 
Starr Troup attended a week-long workshop at the Norman Mailer
Writer’s Colony in Provincetown, MA. She was awarded a summer
scholarship and spent the week at the center working with and learning
from other professional writers.

M.A. student Amy Archer had part of her memoir entitled “Bad
Connection” published in the December issue of the Journal of Truth and
Consequences. 

M.A. student Cindy Dlugolecki’s play, “Violet Oakley Unveiled,” was
showcased at Villanova University on Thursday, March 18. The one-
woman show helped celebrate Women’s History Month. Violet Oakley
was the first woman in art history to paint murals in a public building, and
her home and studio were only a few miles from Villanova’s campus,



according to Dlugolecki. Dlugolecki, the actress, director, and tech team
were also the guest of five different departments at Villanova, including
Women and Gender Studies, History, and Art.

M.F.A. student Brian Fanelli’s poem “Freshman Year” was published in
the February issue of My Favorite Bullet.
http://www.interiornoisepress.com/0010_FANELLI_FreshmanYear.html,
and his poems “In a Club’s Cracked Mirror” and “Why I Said No” were
published in the March issue of Word Riot
http://www.wordriot.org/archives/976.

M.A. student Kimberly Loomis-Bennet’s poem, “It Is Sweet and
Decorous To Be Poor in One’s Country,” was published in the Winter
2010 issue of The November 3rd Club.
http://www.november3rdclub.com/2010/02-2010/poetry/loomis-
bennett.html

Alum Pete Kaszyk’s short story, “You’re Not My Father,” was accepted
for publication by Kerlak Publishing for inclusion in its WTF Anthologies
edition. Publication date is pending.

Alumnus Brian Fanelli’s chapbook of punk rock poetry, entitled Front
Man is now available through Big Table Publishing. It was released in
October, 2010.

Alumna Dawn Leas will see the release of her first chapbook “I Know
When to Keep Quiet” by Finishing Line Press in November. Leas
received her MFA in January 2009, and this chapbook is 26 pages of her
original thesis. Leas will be the featured reader at Anthology New and
Used Books in Scranton on November 26th at 7 p.m.
 
Alums Maureen Hooker, Bill Lowenburg, and Matthew Hinton will all
appear in the fourth volume of the acclaimed Mailer Review, which was
released in November.
 
Alumni Jonathan Rocks, Bill Lowenburg, and Matthew Hinton each
attended week-long workshop at the Norman Mailer Writer’s Colony in
Provincetown, MA. They were awarded summer scholarships and spent
their time at the center working with and learning from other professional
writers.
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