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Study Abroad programs can be varied to meet an individual student’s needs and interests. One such place that students have traveled to is China. Here a student poses with
fellow classmates from a Chinese university in Tiananmen Square in Beijing, China. The picture was taken during a weekend that consisted of a trip to the Great Wall of China.

BY MORGAN EVANS
Correspondent
9

Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Wales,
Spain, Dominican Republic and
South Africa are just a few coun-
tries students have visited, assistant
professor of political science Dr.

Andrew Miller said. The best way
to find out if you would be inter-
ested in Study Abroad is through
peers, and looking at the photo
memories that students have accu-
mulated from their trips.

Director of Global Education

coordinator - of the international
studies program, have announced
that they are planning to release
the “Wilkes Study Abroad Photo
Book,” which will be accessible
in the E. S. Farley Library as a
resource for students planning to

dents and faculty to help in the cre-
ation of this resource by sponsor-
ing the first Colonels Abroad photo
extravaganza.

The participants were asked to
send personal photos taken from
any type of study abroad trip while

with a description of why a submis-
sion represents the globalization
process at Wilkes, or why a student
should follow in their footsteps.

Only students were eligible to
submit photos for a prize.

Dr. Godlove Fonjweng and Miller, study abroad. They turned to stu- at Wilkes that will be judged along SEE STUDY ABROAD, Page 9
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Beacon Briefs

BY AMANDA LEONARD
Ne_ws Editor

PARTY IN PINK, ZUMBATHON FOR
CANCER - The second annual Party in
Pink charity event will be held from noon
to 3 p.m. Oct. 8 at Memorable Occasions,
located at 268 Main St., Duryea. The cost
is $10. Zumba dancing, raffles and guest in-
structors are scheduled.

ELIE WIESEL PRIZE IN ETHICS
ESSAY CONTEST 2012 - The Elie Wiesel
Prize in Ethics Essay contest is now in its
23rd year. Students are encouraged to write
thought-provoking personal essays that
raise questions, single out issues and are ra-
tional arguments for ethical action.The con-
test is open to undergraduate, full time, ju-
niors and seniors. Students must apply and
submit essays online, and receive online
verification from their faculty sponsor. Any
professor may act as a faculty sponsor and
endorse the quality and authenticity of the
student’s work. Students must also upload a
letter from the registrar or National Student
Clearinghouse verifying enrollment.The
deadline for submission is at 5 p.m on Dec.
5. For more information, see flyer outside of
the Interfaith Office at 204 Henry Student
Center, or Contact Caitlin Czeh at caitlin.
czeh@wilkes.edu

LACKAWANNA COAL MINE TOUR
AND ELECTRIC CITY MUSEUM
TRIP — The Office of Diversity Initiatives
is sponsoring the trip. The bus will leave
at 8:45 a.m. Oct. 8 from Max Roth Center.
The trip is free, however, seating is limited
to 23 students. For more information or to
reserve a seat, contact Erica Acosta, associ-
ate director of diversity initiatives, Center
for Global Education and Diversity at the
Ma®Roth Center, or email her at erica.acos-
ta@wilkes.edu.

BEACON

130 S.River St.

VOLUNTEER TO BE CONVERSA-
TION PARTNER FOR INTERNATION-
AL STUDENT - The Intensive English
Program (IEP) at Wilkes has created a con-
versation partner program. It’s an opportu-
nity for Wilkes University students to vol-
unteer and be paired with an international
student for the semester. They will meet
once a week to chat, giving the American
student a chance to learn about a new cul-
ture while helping an international student
adjust to life in Wilkes-Barre, and giving
the international student a chance to practice
their English and make some new friends.
The IEP has 47 international students from
China, Korea and Saudi Arabia in need of
conversation partners. If interested in volun-
teering to be a conversation partner, email
kimberly.niezgoda@wilkes.edu

FLU SHOTS AVAILABLE - Wilkes
University Health & Wellness Depart-
ment is offering flu shots for $20 payable
by check made out to Wilkes University or
cash. Vaccines will be given during regular
office hours. A limited number of shots are
available and will be offered on a first-come,
first-serve basis. Office hours are 8:30 a.m.
to 7 p.m. during the week and 8:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. on Fridays at Passan Hall.

WEIGHT WATCHERS AT WORK
— The Health Services Office has had em-
ployee and student interest in continuing
the Weight Watchers at Work Program for
the spring semester. It will be held at the
workplace at a convenient time. It would be
a Weight Watchers meeting, with a weekly
weigh in and a half hour meeting. The cost is
$10 for each meeting. Weight Watchers has
programs students can participate in for an
cight week series and pay $80 for a 10 week
program paid in advance. If anyone would
be interested in the program, call Health Ser-
vices at Ext. 4730. to register for the Weight
Watchers at Work program. A minimum of

15 participants is needed for the program.

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR
OF POLISH DESCENT - The Polish
Room Committee Scholarship and The Ju-
dianne Stanitski Scholarship welcome ap-
plications from Luzerne County residents.
To be considered, applicants must write a
brief description of their Polish heritage
and what that heritage means to him or her.
This must be submitted, along with the ap-
plicant’s name, WIN and contact informa-
tion, to Melanie Mickelson, vice president
for Enrollment Services. Applications can
be emailed to melanie.mickelson@wilkes.
edu. Include “Polish Heritage Scholarships”
in the subject line of your email.

STUDENTS

CONTACT AMANDA LEONARD AT:
amandaleonard@thewilkesbeacon.com
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CORRECTION: |

In our Sept. 7 1ssne, The Beacon pub- |

shed that there is a job fair sponsored by

Career Services on Nov. 9. However, On |
9th at 6 to 8 p.m. Career Services
m*kmg with Wllkes Almnm Relations

! English professor Misch-
elle Anthony spotted
a John Wilkes statue at
Lincoln’s Inns Fields in
London, while on Sab-
batical. John Wilkes was
born in London and was
first elected Member
of Parliament in 1757.
% In 1774 he was elected

: Lord Mayor of London.
He was found guilty of
seditious libel and later
joined the campaign
for the freedom of the
press, according to
www.spartacus.school-
net.co.uk.

Courtesy of Mischelle
Anthony

Editorial Staff 2011-12 Restiegr

Editor-in-Chief: Kirstin Cook

News Editor: Amanda Leonard Production Manager: Michael Klimek
Opinion Editor: Anthony Goreczny lll Advertising Manager: Brittany Battista
A&E Editor: Devoni Novak Photo Editor: Laura Preby

Life Editor: Christine Lee Online Editor: Brandon Scott
Sports Editor: Phat Nguyen Adviser: Loran Lewis

First Floor, Conyngham Hall
Wilkes University
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18766
PHONE: (570) 408-5903
WEBSITE: www.thewilkesbeacon.com

Michael Klimek
Production Manager




THE BEACON | OCTOBER 4, 2011

NEWS

3

UNDEF Executive Head Roland Rich presents lecture on democratization
Presentation kicks off year-long United Nations Lecture series at Wilkes

BY BILL THOMAS
Staff Writer

A radio station in Liberia run exclusively
by women. A youth parliament in Lebanon
giving teenagers a chance to better under-
stand their government. A support network
in Somalia for repressed journalists.

These are just a few of the projects in-
stituted by the United Nations Democracy
Fund to promote democratization around
the world. UNDEF Executive Head Roland
Rich described these and other projects dur-
ing his recent Wilkes University visit, which
had him speaking to both students and the
general public throughout the day.

The visit entailed informal meetings with
three different groups of First-Year Founda-
tions students and a 3 p.m. lecture in Gies
Hall at the Dorothy Dickson Darte Center.

“We want our students to have a global
context for what they're learning here at
Wilkes,” said Wilkes’ FYF Coordinator El-
len Flint, explaining the idea behind Rich’s
visit.

Rich’s speech served as the inaugural of-
fering of the United Nations Lecture Series.
The series will bring speakers to the Wilkes

campus throughout the course of the 2011-
12 academic year to discuss a variety of top-
ics organized around the theme of “Human
Security in the 2lst
Century: Challenges
and Solutions.” The
series is being pre-
sented by Wilkes in
partnership with the
Higher Jducation Al-
liance for the United
Nations.

Though Rich’s
speech was adver-
tised to Wilkes stu-
dents as dealing with
the topic “Elections
— Road to Democracy
around the World,”
Rich freely admitted
to shifting the focus
of his lecture.

“'m sorry, Mr
President, but I won’t
be talking much about
elections,” said Rich,
following a brief in-
troduction from Wil-

kes President Joseph Gilmour. “I don’t want
to talk about democracy, which is an enor-

mous subject that really belongs more to the

philosophy  depart-
ment. 1 want to talk
about a real political
science issue, de-
mocratization — how
countries become a
democracy.”
Students who at-
tended the lecture
didn’t seem disap-
pointed by the altered
direction. Junior his-
tory major Alex Ma-
daya said she did not
realize Rich’s speech
had been promoted as
dealing with an elec-
tion theme. Sopho-
more political science
major Nour Elbattah
argued that Rich’s
lecture was a valu-
able experience, re-

The Beacon./Quyen Nguyen gardless of his topic.

“It’s not often you

get an opportunity to sit in on a speaker from
the U.N.,” Elbattah said. “The fact that Wil-
kes was able to give students that opportu-
nity is something I think more people should
take advantage of.”

Following an explanation of the academic
theories behind democratization, Rich ex-
hibited a PowerPoint presentation which il-
lustrated UNDEF’s many efforts to put the-
ory into practice, bolstering democratization
in countries throughout Africa, Asia, Europe
and Latin America.

During the concluding Q-and-A session,
Rich was quick to point out that one of
UNDEF’s primary goals is to give people
around the world an opportunity to both ex-
plore and expand their freedoms within their
homelands. However, he claimed, UNDEF
isn’t interested in telling people what they
should do with those freedoms.

“We fund voice,” Rich said. “We don’t tell
that voice what to say.”

For more information about the UN Lec-
ture Series, call 570-408-4306 or visit www.
wilkes.edu.

CONTACT BILL THOMAS AT:
william.thomas4@wilkes.edu

Summer commencement canceled due to flood

BY ABBEY HALDEMAN
Staff Writer

Not only did the recent flooding cause
trauma to homeowners Northeastern Penn-
sylvania, but it also put a stop to the summer
commencement ceremonies scheduled to
occur on Sept. 11 at Wilkes University.

The summer commencement for 2011
summer graduates has been cancelled and
will not be rescheduled. Graduates are in-
vited and encouraged to participate in the
upcoming May graduation ceremony.

Dr. Paulghdams, vice president of Student
Affairs, said “the flooding threat posed by
the Susquehanna River and the mandatory
evacuation in place in Wilkes-Barre,” were
the factors in canceling the ceremonies.

The decision was made by the University’s
President’s Cabinet after the evacuation was
put into effect on Sept 4.

The entire Wilkes campus was evacuated

for safety reasons and events scheduled on
the weekend were postponed and some, such
as the commencement, were canceled com-
pletely.

Just over 600 graduates had completed

their degrees at the end of summer and the
140 who had planned on attending were giv-
en the news that there would no longer be
a ceremony via the university’s emergency
Web page.

When the university decided not to re-
schedule it was said to be because of short
notice and only time they would be able to
make it up would be in November.

It is questioned as to why the Univer-
sity would not re-
schedule the cer-
emonies for the
following  week-
end or for the near
future.

“In fairness to
the  participants
and their families,
we would never
give such a short
notice for a re-
scheduled  cere-
mony,” Dr. Adams
said.

However, many

graduates who “May.

Courtesy of arketing Communications
Above is a photo from Wilkes’ 2011 spring
commencement. 2011 summer graduates can
participate in this year’s spring graduation in

have worked hard to be able to attend a
ceremonial gathering are disappointed that
Wilkes canceled the ceremony and is not
planning to reshedule it.

Laura Boone, 2011 summer graduate, was
among the majority of students who ex-
pressed discontent in Wilkes’ decision.

“I feel like canceling commencement was
a slap in the face to the summer graduates.,”
she said. “We worked just as hard as any oth-
er graduates and

instead of have a
ceremony, ours
was cancelled and
we had to get our
diplomas  from
the mailbox.”
Graduates who
had ordered their
cap and gown to
wear at gradu-
ation were in-
structed to keep
them if they wish
to participate in
the upcoming
May graduation.

Adams said most of the complaints or
questions asked by the graduates were not
about whether or not the ceremonies would
be rescheduled, but as to when their diplo-
mas would be mailed to them.

“I understood their initial reasoning for
postponing it as they obviously had no
choice with the flooding, but to not resched-
ule it at all was definitely upsetting to say the
least,” Boone said.

Originally, State Representative Eddie
Day Pashinski was scheduled to speak at the
commencement, but now Wilkes is not sure
if or when he will be able to give a speech
to the campus. Wilkes is considering asking
him to do so for next summer’s ceremony,
holding out hope that the same situation
does not happen again.

More information regarding the cancel-
ation is available at http://www.wilkes.edu/
Include/MessagetoourSeptemberGraduates.
pdf.

CONTACT ABBEY HALDEMAN AT:
abbey.haldeman@wilkes.edu
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Student Government approve money for Guitar Hero fundraising event

BY TODD ORAVIC
Assistant News Editor

Student Government passed a motion
at the Sept. 28 meeting to donate $400 to
a Guitar Hero event hosted by a Relay for
Life team that aims to raise money for the
American Cancer Society.

Aaron Nikles, senior mechanical engi-
neering major and captain of the relay team,
presented the donation request.

“I’ve been a team member and founder of

the team for the relay here at Wilkes, and
this will be my fourth year,” Nikles said.
“Since it’s my senior year, I want to go out
with a bang, so I want to try to raise more
than I’ve raised combined these past three
years.”

The Guitar Hero event will take place over
two days. Tentatively scheduled dates are
Saturday Oct. 22 and Sunday Oct. 23 in the
Student Union Building.

Events on Saturday will include a Pay-to-
Play event. Costs will be $1 for five songs,
$5 for three hours of play, and $10 for all-
day game play. There will also be challeng-

es in guitar, bass, female vocal, male vocal
and drums. On Sunday, a tournament with a
buy-in cost of $5 will be held. Tournament
levels will range from easy to expert.

Prizes will be in the form of cash or gift
cards. Projected prize amounts include $20
per challenge winner, $40 for an easy level
tournament, $55 for a medium, $80 for a
hard, and $95 for an expert.

Corresponding Secretary Kevin Hopper
discussed the importance of having these
prizes to entice students to participate, pro-
viding his support for the donation request
after the presentation.

“As far as the prize money goes, | think
[Nikles] does need to offer some cool prizes
because it's a weekend to start with — we
come from a pretty apathetic university, kids
go home on the weekends,” Hopper said.
“And as far as the interest, if he always has
150 people signed up for it, and they’re all
paying $5, I’'m sure he’ll definitely beat his
record last year for the amount he raised, so
I think it’s an awesome event.”

All proceeds from the event will go to the
American Cancer Society Relay for Life.

According to the Facebook page for the

The Beacon archives

Aaron Nikles celebrates after exceeding the Guiness World Record for consecutive
Guitar Hero play. Nikles just received a donation for $400 from Student Govern-

ment to fund his third Guitar Hero event

event, sign-ups for the event will be held in
the Henry Student Center during club hours
and on the first day of the event.

Other business covered at the Student Gov-
ernment meeting included a community
flood relief update. Regular Wilkes shuttles
have stopped going to flood relief sites.

However, any clubs or groups interested in
setting volunteer times would be able to ar-
range for transportation.

CONTACT TODD ORAVIC AT:
toddoravic@thewilkesbeacon.com

Wilkes University Internship Fair

Their next intern should be a COLONEL!

Target

Osterhaut Free Library
Unison (GE Corporation)

Sanofi Pasteur

The Institute of Human Resources & Services

TMG Heath Inc.
First Quality

American Cancer Society

FOX56
and more!

Contact Sharon Castano:
(570) 408-2950 or sharon.castano@wilkes.edu

Oct. 20th, 11-1

Henry Student Center Ballroom
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Ten Wilkes faculty awarded tenure this August

BY KAT DODSON
Correspondent

This August, 10 faculty members earned
a permanent home in the Wilkes family af-
ter completing the tenure process which,
though long and tedious, provides multiple
benefits for both the faculty receiving it and
the broader university community.

Looking back on the lengthy and nerve-
wracking process, newly tenured associate
professor of communications Evene Est-
wick said, “I'm relieved and happy it’s over
because it’s quite an undertaking.”

However, once the process is complete,
the benefits of tenure far exceed the job se-
curity, pay raise and promotion experienced
by those on the receiving end. Dean of
Humanities Linda A. Winkler explains ten-
ure as being “a commitment to the faculty
member, but also important to the stability
of faculty.”

One factor that adds to faculty stability is
academic freedom, which, explains Winkler,
provides “a better setting for scholarly pur-
suit.”

Jane Elmes-Crahall, a member of the
Communication Studies department’s per-
sonnel committee, said, “The intent origi-
nally was to make sure that I (the tenured)
have a feeling of security, knowing that if
what I’m teaching is correct and true, and
is ethical and I can back it up, and I teach

well and do all these other things, 1 can’t be
fired because someone in the administration
disagrees with me,” she said. “It began as a
freedom of speech issue and later evolved
into job security.”

Winkler, Crahall and Estwick all believe
that when a university provides security
for faculty it also secures quality of faculty

by giving talented men and women in the
teaching profession an incentive to teach
there.

“There are a lot of schools moving away
from tenure, so tenure makes Wilkes very
attractive,” Estwick said. “It shows that the

university is committed to keeping good
people.”

In addition to tenured faculties response,
Winkler said, “Faculty can build upon their
career when in a permanent position and
faculty careers are also Wilkes careers and
their scholarship benefits our students.”

Crahall, too, thinks benefits for the tenured

Courtesy of Marketing Communications
Pictured above are: Chad Stanley, Cherie Anne Soprano, Evene Estwick, Fanhui
Kong, Jonathan Ference, Justin Matus, Lisa Kadlec, Philip Simon, Scott Bolesta and
Susan Malkemes.

and benefits for the larger Wilkes commu-
nity are inevitably intertwined.

“Tenure does provide job security, but it
has more to do with how much they contrib-
ute and what we would lose if they’re not
here,” Crahall said. “That’s saying that you

are important to this department and univer-
sity and how we see ourselves changing in
the future.”

She also feels that after spending six years
with the university and being assured per-
manence, faculty will be more comfortable
starting their own projects and classes.

“So the university really does benefit
not only in terms of having more seasoned
and proven teachers and mentors, but also
from a curriculum point of view” Crahall
said.“They will develop new programs that
probably would not have been developed
before they were tenured.”

Newly tenured members of the Wilkes fac-
ulty, in addition to Estwick, include Associ-
ate Professors of pharmacy Scott Bolesta
and Jonathan Ference, Associate Profes-
sors of nursing Susan Malkemes and Che-
rie Anne Soprano, Associate Professor of
biology Lisa Kadlec, Associate Professor of
mathematics Fanhui Kong, Associate Pro-
fessor of business Justin Matus, Associate
Professor of music Philip Simon and Asso-
ciate Professor of English Chad Stanley.

CONTACT KAT DODSON AT:
katherine.dodson@wilkes.edu

Wilkes experiences power outages and Internet challenges

BY ALYSSA STENCAVAGE
Correspondent

Wilkes University has recently encoun-
tered several power outages and network
challenges on campus. There have been
numerous e-mails from the ITS dpeartment
stating that there is a power outage in one
building and® Internet failure in another.
While Wilkes hoped to start the academic
year off strong in the IT department, the re-
cent flooding has impeded this goal.

Wilkes faces a situation that involves stu-
dents, faculty and professors, as they all rely
on Wilkes’ Internet and web portals each
day. This lack of power causes frustration
among those who depend on using the com-
puters. This seems to be an ongoing issue
and many are wondering: What is the reason
for these technical difficulties?

Gloria Barlow, chief of Information Tech-
nology Services, sent out numerous emails

to the campus, notifying the community
that the ITS department is “aware of the is-
sues at hand and are working hard to fix each
issue.”

The recent flooding and evacuation has
impacted Wilkes’ ITS department. Within
the past month, the campus has experienced
interruption in telephone service caused by
regional circuit failures with our telephone
provider during Hurricane Irene. A quick
shut down of Wilkes’ systems also occurred
in the face of a flooding threat caused by-
Tropical Storm Lee and hardware failures
occured and network systems were forced to
be restarted.

“Restoring our network following the
storms and hardware failure provide us with
the opportunity to repair some of these past
technical challenges and will allow for better
reliability and sufficient use in our systems
and campus infrastructure,” Barlow said.

Because the entire campus constantly con-

nects to the Internet to access e-mail, con-
tacts, photos, videos, coursework and other
services at Wilkes, the interruptions that oc-
cur are not favorable.

“Wilkes’ system is complex and all infor-
mation and resources are stored on servers,
computers and equipment throughout cam-
pus buildings and other locations,” Barlow
said. “However, no data has been lost on
the University’s academic or administrative
buildings.”

Dr. Paul Adams, vice president of Student
Affairs said that it is a community effort to
restory Wilkes’ networks to its full capacity.

“Despite the many hardships our campus
has recently been dealing with, working to-
gether with the campus community, vendors
and service providers, additional network
enhancements are being planned for quicker
service continuity, easier access, and im-
proved dependability as efficiently as pos-
sible,” he said.

Technicians, contractors and service pro-
viders are making the necessary repairs and
adjustments to each of these networks and
systems.

“We are making progress, but we are
working carefully and incrementally since
networks and systems have interdependent
components,” Barlow said.

While progress is being made to alleviate
the issues at hand, Adams is confident Wil-
kes will work through it.

“Please know that we understand and
share your frustrations with these outages,”
he said. “We are committed to a satisfactory
outcome for the short and long term.”

The ITS department will send emails if
any other issues arise.

CONTACT ALYSSA STENCAVAGE AT:
alyssa.stencavage@wilkes.edu
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Wall Street protesters keeping democracy alive

BY KIRSTIN COOK
Editor-In-Chief

If our founding fathers knew the kind of
apathy that now afflicts America, they would
be climbing out of their graves to shred the
U.S. Constitution.

Our economy and overall standard of liv-
ing have plummeted thanks, in part, to a few
greedy bankers who are aided by a lack of
regulation and the frequent conflict of in-
terest within the government. For decades,
U.S. citizens have regarded this deception
with indifference. However, some people
are no longer willing to sit idly by while they
are robbed as they sleep. A new movement
has emerged.

Occupy Wall Street is a movement to pro-
test the corporate greed and political corrup-
tion that dominates America. According to
occupywallst.org, the protesters are made up
of any person or organization that “has an
interest in returning the U.S. back into the
hands of its individual citizens.”

These protesters have been camping in
Manbhattan’s financial district since Sept. 17,
as reported by the Huffington Post. Their
tactics have included a march across the
Brooklyn Bridge on Oct. 1, spreading vocal
messages and even distributing a newspaper,
The Occupied Wall Street Journal.

These protesters are armed with signs and
messages addressing many major issues
that have been ignored by Americans for
too long: the costly war, the corporate influ-
ence on political policies, negligence of the
environment and the increasing wealth gap.
Many are rightfully angry that bank CEOs
were not punished for their causal relation-
ship to the debt crisis.

These people are showcasing what democ-
racy should look like and are speaking for

othe 99 percent of people who are given the
leftovers of the wealthy, because apparently
no one else is willing to. Research conduct-
ed by the Institute for Policy Studies shows
that the top 1 percent of Americans pos-
sesses nearly 40 percent of the wealth in this
country. This 1 percent has seen increases in
wealth and income even during an economic
Crisis.

Business Insider reports the incomes of the
top 0.01 of Americans averages 976 times
greater than the bottom 90 percent. The re-
maining 99 percent of Americans have ex-
perienced a downward slope in income and

wealth, even while the cost of
living rises. These citizens
are being oppressed by the
wealthy, yet many are hesitant
to pursue their equality. This
hesitancy is demonstrated by
the relatively small group of
protesters. CBS News report-
ed that the group has peaked at
a few thousand.

There are many unethical
corporations that proliferate
this socioeconomic inequal-
ity, and it appears that the only
ones who care are the devoted
individuals on the streets of
New York City right now. The
protesters have been high-
lighting the corrupt and un-
ethical behaviors taking place
in many major corporations,
which have accelerated the de-
cline of the economy.

A Rolling Stone article de-
scribed some of these actions
on the part of one specific cor-
poration; the massive banking
firm Goldman Sachs Group
Inc. The magazine cites Gold-
man Sachs involvement in the
crash of the housing industry,
the spike of loan debt among Americans and
the inflation of oil prices.

According to the article, Goldman Sachs
manipulated consumers by falsely represent-
ing the quality of investments and monopo-
lizing on defaulted mortgages and loans. To
get away with such manipulation, they ar-
ranged for politicians with ties to the bank to
become involved in the government. These
politicians then relaxed the standards that
had previously protected consumers from
defaulting.

Of course, the big corporations profit when
Americans cannot afford to pay them back,
and consequently they hope to lend to the
less fortunate. This is where having those
conflicts of interest within the government
really comes in handy for them.

That is just a taste of the highly document-
ed corruption among corporations. For de-
cades, Americans have wordlessly watched
it happen. Finally, someone has decided
to speak up for what is right. Occupy Wall
Street is a movement to take the power away
from the corporations and put it back into

#OCCUPYWALLSTREET
September 17th. Bring tent.

Courtesy of Facebook
Posters such as the one above have been distributed
throughout their Facebook page, which has nearly
60,000 ‘likes’ as of Sunday, Oct. 2.

the hands of the people. These protesters are
tired of being treated as mere profits.

Unfortunately, it appears that New York
City police officers are trying to mute these
advocates. CBS News reported that around
800 arrests have been made throughout the
Occupy Wall Street movement. Police are
claiming disorderly conduct to justify re-
straining the First Amendment rights of the
protesters. Despite the police officers’ at-
tempts to silence the democracy that is be-
ing exemplified, protesters continue to find
means to ensure their voices are heard and
the sound of freedom prevails.

So if you hear the cry from Wall Street,
know that it is the sound of democracy ring-
ing. Know that you have a right and even
a patriotic obligation to peacefully join the
outcry against corporate tyranny. As Thom-
as Jefferson once stated, “All tyranny needs
to gain a foothold is for people of good con-
science to remain silent.”

CONTACT KIRSTIN COOK AT:
kirstincook@thewilkesbeacon.com

BEACON POLL

The Beacon poll is unscientific, and
does not claim to reflect the over-
all attitudes of students on the Wil-
kes campus. These poll results are

based on 13 responses.
Last week’s question:

Which homecoming events did
you attend, if any?

+ 54% | did not attend any
events

+ 31% Football Game

+ 31% Dance

+ 15% Alumni events

+ 8% Community Service

This week The Beacon asks:

Have you contributed to the
flood clean-up volunteer ef-
forts?

- Yes

» No, but | plan to

+ No, and | do not plan to

Cast your vote online at:
www.thewilkesbeacon.com

The Beacon wants
to hear your voice.

Send your name, major, year and opinion to:
a nthony.goreczny

@thewilkesbeacon.com

The Beacon reserves the right to edit
submitted pieces for space and content.
Anonymous letters will not be published.

-
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OPINION

Students are looking for
convenience in groceries

BY TIMOTHY FISHER
Staff Writer

As I established in last week’s issue of The
Beacon, Wilkes places seemingly dull eater-
ies in convenient locations. Expanding on
this underlying theme of the campus, I came
upon a brilliant idea the other day. I had just
pressed the elevator button at the University
Towers building, when I looked to my left.
In that space is a lounge that nobody uses.

Why is that? I strayed from the elevators
and wandered into the lounge. An old televi-
sion, microwave and a soda machine are all
that are in the room. At one time, you could
use the exit door within the lounge as an-
other way to get out of the building, but not
anymore. Observing the room, I concluded
that something can surely be done with the
derelict area.

Listening to my fellow students and peers,
[ noticed a recurring problem; there is no
twenty-four hour convenience store on the
campus. The follow-up reply usually was
“yeah that would be great,” or “man, that
place would make money.” Standing in that
empty lounge and remembering these state-
ments, I had an epiphany. A small twenty-
four hour convenience store would be the
perfect entity to fill the first floor lounge
space in the University Towers building.

I, for one, most certainly do not go to bed
at 9, 10 or even 11 p.m. I stay up until 1,
2, or 3 am. Most often, [ am with friends
or on my own doing school work. I get the
munchies too, so much so that I can’t stop
thinking about eating. Sure, [ buy food from
Wal-Mart to offset my need to eat at 1 a.m.,
but sometimes I run out.

There is never enough food in my cabi-
net during the week, so 1 end up ordering
Domino’s. In the late night food industry,
Domino’s Pizza is king. However, I feel the
school can cut in on this action and make
some money. How? Put a convenience store
in the first floor lounge of Towers. When 1
get hungry I could just mosey down the hall,
ride the elevator, and walk into the new con-
venience store.

What would they have? Well, a couple of
refrigerator coolers would be a start. One
for beverages: soda, juice, water and energy
drinks. The second cooler would contain a
frozen section: pizza rolls, bagel bites, Eggo
waffles and ice cream. Now for the few
shelves they’ve got: pop tarts, cereal, cook-
ies and protein powder.

The possible food items can be the same
as any convenience store. What is the dif-
ference between a Rite-Aid and the “Wilkes
Mart”? The Wilkes-located store can be
more easily operated by the university, and it
is located safely on the Wilkes campus, right
next to the public safety office.

My conclusion is simple. Clear the Tow-
ers lounge, build a small convenience store
there, and keep it open twenty-four hours.
From these three stipulations emerges an
idea with two principles in mind; ingenu-
ity and common sense. I pose this question
to you, the reader. Does Wilkes University
have the common sense to see such a good
idea? We’ll see.

CONTACT TIMOTHY FISHER AT:
timothy.fisher@wilkes.edu

The Beacon/Laura Preby

BY ANTHONY GORECZNY
Opinion Editor

As most people are well aware, Facebook
recently released a new update for the de-
sign of the entire site. This is not the first
of these updates, nor will it be the last. Yet
every time one is released, the new layout is
a trending topic in dorm rooms, classrooms
and girls” bathrooms. There are two com-
mon similarities in each episode of “New
Facebook Layout Anxiety.”

The first is that no one ever sees it com-
ing. The lack of foresight comes primarily
from the fact that large numbers of people
who use Facebook are not that involved in
or concerned with its development. The
average user is more concerned with their
Words with Friends account or his or her
best friend’s newest photo album. There are
many development forums where users talk
about the updates and new features.

If Facebook users were truly so concerned
about new updates and releases they would
check the forums much more often. In real-
ity, very few users check the forums regu-
larly, or are even aware of them. This shows
that few users truly care what the page lay-
out is. If these people did care, they would
check the forums and would know about the
next update for at least a couple days before-
hand. Few people seem to care about the
layout enough to do anything about it, but
many enjoy complaining about it.

The second similarity is that once the up-
date is released, the vast majority of users
have a very strong dislike for the new layout
or feature. Multitudes of people are posting
about how much they liked the old layout
better and how they wish Facebook would
bring it back.

I thoroughly enjoy watching this play out
after every update because it is clear one of
three things is happening: People are mas-

SPOT

The Facebook Update Fiasco

sive hypocrites and lie constantly, people
enjoy talking about just about anything and
don’t always pay attention to what they say,
or Facebook secretly resets everyone’s mind
every time they send out a new update.

Though my favorite is the mind rebooting
theory, I unfortunately have to admit that the
most likely explanation is the lack of atten-
tion to conversation. For example, | have
seen my good friend Augustine Xavier Rob-
ins update his status in a similar matter after
the two most recent updates.-Both times he
proclaimed his dislike for the new layout,
and how much he preferred the old one.
Many other people have shown similar pat-
terns of behavior and this shows that people
are, for the most part, indifferent to the ac-
tual functional layout of Facebook, and care
more about how many people they can get to
like their status.

One other possible conclusion is that each
subsequent update has been worse than all
the previous ones. That would indefinitely
lead to an overall decrease in the number of
users. According to the timeline available
on Facebook, the site just recently reach
over 750 million users. This is undeniable
proof that the updates are not getting worse.

I personally enjoy the new layout. It is
very streamlined and gives users quick ac-
cess to the information that is most impor-
tant to them. Pictures are larger in the news
feed and the real-time feed on the side of the
page is very useful. I am also pleased to see
that they fixed one of the few problems I did
have with the site. In the previous update the
chat system received a makeover that I al-
ways found quite bothersome. That change
has been undone and the old chat has been
returned.

The Facebook team is a large group of
highly intelligent people who seem to have

SEE UPDATING, Page 8
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Where is FEMA when the commumty needs it?

BY THE BEACON

In an effort to help those people in the sur-
rounding areas that were devastated by the
recent flooding, Andrew Miller has been
taking groups of students to help with the
cleanup and rebuilding effort. Many people
have lost everything they own, and some
have even lost friends and family members.

According to ABC News, President
Obama declared a state of emergency in
both New York and Pennsylvania. This
means that the government should be step-
ping into help with the rebuilding and recov-
ery of the flooded area. The Beacon wants
to know why, despite this mandate and the
clear damage, government involvement ap-
pears to be almost entirely absent.

The vast majority of support for the vic-
tims of the flood has been coming from
the citizens and students around the area.
Miller stated, “I have seen only one govern-
ment official in the three weeks that I have
been there, and it was an official from the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmen-
tal Protection. What I have seen a lot of is
churches, students, and people who just call
up asking what they can do to help.”

This is both appalling and heartening
news. The Beacon is surprised at the lack
of government involvement. The complete
absence of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency in the devastated areas is a

symptom of the ineffective oversight of the
current administration. Important crises and
institutions are allowed to slip through the
cracks while our leaders are being distracted
by the upcoming election and other compar-
atively less trivial issues.

However, to ignore the involvement of the
local students and citizens would be another
gross oversight. The people who are taking
time out of their busy lives to help those in
need are demonstrating true American spirit.
We, as a nation, are a brotherhood of indi-
viduals committed to making our country a

better place to live through the tradition of

individual achievement, and there are few
achievements that fill you with the same
sense of pride and good fortune as helping
a fellow American who has come upon dif-
ficult times.

The American government is suppos-
ed<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>