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Fred M. HechingerWelton G. Farrar

Jacob S. Kovalchek, Jr. Mrs. Eulah Smith

Brochures and letters sent out recently from the 
college and presidents of the past classes at Wilkes 
College informed members of the Alumni Associa
tion of the first fund-raising drive aimed at former 
graduates.

College Opens First Drive For Funds 
Among Members Of Alumni Association

Former Grads Address 
Careers Conference

Columbia College Dean 
Speaker At Baccalaureate

Principal speaker at the 1955 baccalaureate for 
Wilkes College graduates will be Harry J. Carman, 
dean emeritus of Columbia College.

The affair will be held on Sunday, June 5, in 
the college gymnasium.

Dean Carman, who has addressed Wilkes 
groups in the past, has been associated with Colum
bia University and Columbia College since 1917.

He still takes an extremely active part in the 
faculty and student life at the New York City insti
tution. He has always been exceptionally popular 
because of his willingness to participate in student 
activities and his ability to appreciate and under
stand student problems.

Aside from Columbia College, his students and 
books, Dean Carman's chief interest is his 23-acre 
dairy farm in upstate New York.
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Farrar's statement to 
the officers of the Alum
ni Association read:

"Nineteen fifty - five, 
as you all know by this 
time, marks the begin
ning year for annual 
alumni fund raising 
efforts at Wilkes. Like 
all the other colleges 
conducting similar cam
paigns, we are concern
ed with what appears 
to be a multiplicity of 
requests for funds.

"Many of the older 
colleges found themselves asking their alumni for 
dues, payments for the alumni publication, and later 
on, contributions to assist in the operation of the col
leges. In many cases this duplication caused con
fusion and less total revenue for the colleges. Those 
colleges which are now setting the pace in good re
lationships with their alumni ceased these overlap
ping requests some time ago and are consolidating 
all fund raising efforts involving the alumni into one 
drive.

In a related announcement recently, Welton G. 
Farrar, director of development at the college, stated 
that henceforth the alumni would not be required 
to pay dues to the association.

"Such will be the case with Wilkes and its 
alumni beginning next year. You have always re
ceived the alumni publication at no cost. From now 
on there will be no payment of dues for alumni mem
bership to the college. There will be, as there has 
been this year, an alumni appeal. From the numer
ous opinions expressed by alumni, we gather that 
this is a step in the right direction."

Three Wilkes alumni were guest speakers at 
retailing sessions during the recent Careers Confer
ence.

Jacob S. Kovalchek, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob 
Kovalchek, Andover Street, Wilkes-Barre, headed 
the list of ex-students who spoke.

After his graduation in 1953, Kovalchek accept
ed a position with Sears, Roebuck, and is now with 
their Philadelphia operations. At the College he was 
active in soccer, football, and as a member of the 
"Harmoneers" quartet.

Other alumni who spoke were Barry Iscovitz of 
Luzerne's Globe Store, and Alfred Eisenpreis of 
Pomeroy's.

The alumni talked briefly of their experiences in 
the field of retailing.

Also addressing the Careers Conference, fifth in 
a series held each year by the College, was Mrs. 
Eulah Smith, Isaac Long's advertising manager, and 
John Gale, merchandising manager for Lazarus De
partment Store.

After a morning coffee hour the high school se
niors moved to Pickering Hall for films on retailing.

Luncheon was available in the College dining 
hall for those choosing to remain on campus until the 
afternoon sessions.

In the afternoon sessions, Mrs. Smith and Frank 
B. Burnside, vice president of Fowler, Dick and Walk
er, discussed opportunities in retailing, and conduct
ed a question and answer period. It was in the 
afternoon sessions that the alumni spoke.

A tour of a local department store followed.
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dean emeritus of Columbia College.

The affair will be held on Sunday, June 5, in 
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Dean Carman, who has addressed Wilkes 
groups in the past, has been associated with Colum
bia University and Columbia College since 1917.

He still takes an extremely active part in the 
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Fred M. Hechinger, distinguished education 
editor of the New York Herald Tribune, will be the 
speaker at the commencement on Monday evening, 
June 5, at the Wilkes College gymnasium.

The 1955 graduating class will hear a man who 
has gained an outstanding reputation in the field of 
education and journalism.

Mr. Hechinger has worked on such newpapers 
as "The Times" of London, the Bridgeport (Conn.) 
Herald and the Washington Post. He is a contributor 
to This Week magazine and the Saturday Review.

A contributor to the Herald Tribune for many 
years, Mr. Hechinger joined the staff as Education 
Editor in May, 1950.

He believes that the field of education can be 
better served and understood if it is constantly view
ed in the wider context of the world as a whole. 
That is why he writes of education as a vital and 
integral part of our society, a part of — and never 
apart from — contemporary social, political and 
economic conditions.

Three Wilkes alumni were guest speakers at 
retailing sessions during the recent Careers Confer
ence.

Jacob S. Kovalchek, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob 
Kovalchek, Andover Street, Wilkes-Barre, headed 
the list of ex-students who spoke.

After his graduation in 1953, Kovalchek accept
ed a position with Sears, Roebuck, and is now with 
their Philadelphia operations. At the College he was 
active in soccer, football, and as a member of the 
"Harmoneers" quartet.

Other alumni who spoke were Barry Iscovitz of 
Luzerne's Globe Store, and Alfred Eisenpreis of 
Pomeroy's.

The alumni talked briefly of their experiences in 
the field of retailing.

Also addressing the Careers Conference, fifth in 
a series held each year by the College, was Mrs. 
Eulah Smith, Isaac Long's advertising manager, and 
John Gale, merchandising manager for Lazarus De
partment Store.

After a morning coffee hour the high school se
niors moved to Pickering Hall for films on retailing.

Luncheon was available in the College dining 
hall for those choosing to remain on campus until the 
afternoon sessions.

In the afternoon sessions, Mrs. Smith and Frank 
B. Bumside, vice president of Fowler, Dick and Walk
er, discussed opportunities in retailing, and conduct
ed a question and answer period. It was in the 
afternoon sessions that the alumni spoke.
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Tuition will be raised next semester, according 
to an announcement by Dean of Men George F. Rals
ton. The 10 dollar increase will make tuition 250 
dollars per normal load of credit hours.

Ralston and Robert W. Partridge, director of stu
dent activities, explained that even the raised tuition 
cannot possibly cover the entire expense involved 
in operating a school. Our 500 dollars per year tui
tion is approximately half the amount charged by 
schools such as Princeton, Tufts, and Bryn Mawr.

They went on to explain that private colleges 
must depend heavily upon gifts from friends in order 
not to run into deficits. Our increased tuition will 
still be less than that of other colleges of Wilkes' size.

Atty. Gifford Cappellini

following the ceremonies and awarding of degrees.
The party will again be held in the City Ameri

can Legion Home on North River street and members 
of the association are urged to attend.

II

Cappellini Named Head 
Of Homecoming For 1955

Before leaving office, William Luetzel, president, 
named the following chairmen of events that will 
highlight the Wilkes College Alumni Association's 
calendar for the next year:

Graduation Party: Raymond Jacobs;
Homecoming: Gifford Cappellini;
Christmas Dance: Jack Kloeber.
Those three affairs have for the past several 

years been the key events in the Alumni Associa
tion's program. The 
success of the trio of 
affairs has been one of 
the many bright spots 
in the history of the as
sociation during the 
past decade and has 
contributed largely to 
the formation of a 
strong group.

All three events serve 
as magnets for the 
alumni who are out of 
town and seek special 
dates upon which to re
turn to the site of their 
college so as to meet 
other members of their 
classes.

The Graduation Party 
will be the first of the 
three events to take 
place and that will be 
held immediately fol-

College Gains National Pul 
Win Many Honors In Varie

By DR. ARTHUR N. KRUGER, Director of Debate
When I consider our modest entry into inter

collegiate debating March 15, 1949, I marvel that 
six years later, on April 23, 1955, we came within 
a hair of winning the debating championship of the 
United States. Looking back for a moment, in that 
first year we entered only one tournament, at Brook
lyn College. None of the four boys who made the 
trip had ever debated or had even heard an inter
collegiate debate. During the year we had present
ed about a dozen forum and discussion programs 
before various high schools and civic organizations. 
Practice sessions among ourselves constituted the 
only debating experience the boys received. Never
theless, that first tournament was an outstanding 
success in one respect: it proved to us that big schools 
are beaten just as easily as small ones. For our 
four victories in eight debates—a feat in itself under 
the circumstances—we had won over NYU, Stevens 
Institute of Technology, Boston U., and St. John's, 
schools three and four and even twenty times our 
size. Since that time "little Wilkes" has been win
ning consistently over opposition from all over the 
country. In six years the team record stands at 206 
wins against 99 losses—a little better than 2 out of 3 
—for an average of .679.

What a contrast between that first season and 
the one just past! Of the latter, consider the cold 
statistics alone: number of tournaments entered: 10; 
total number of debates: 93 (with 2 more with Prince
ton to wind up the season); squad record: 68 wins, 
25 losses; winning percentage: .731; total miles 
traveled to all events: 5,500; number of different col
leges met: 62, from 21 different states and Washing
ton, D.C. Add to this about a half dozen forums be
fore local groups and you have a forensic program 
as extensive as that of some of the larger universi
ties.

Now for some of the details. On November 20, 
with a team composed of two holdovers, Jim Never-

Nancy Hannye, Wilkes Alumna, 
Receives Teaching Fellowship

Nancy L. Hannye, Wilkes graduate, has receiv
ed a teaching fellowship at Cornell University. 
While continuing study for her master's degree, she 
will commence instruction of undergraduate calculus 
at the University this semester, it was recently an
nounced by Thomas R. Richards, chairman of mathe
matics at the college.

This summer she will assist in an Air Force proj
ect in statistics at Cornell, working with a small 
electronic brain. If the results of certain theorems 
are attained, Miss Hannye will use this material and 
conclusions therefrom for her thesis, completing her 
work toward her master's degree in mathematics.

One of last June's graduates, she was consistently 
on the Dean's List, served as student assistant in the 
Wilkes mathematics department.

Active in Theta Delta Rho, the German and Edu
cation clubs, and the Student Council, Miss Hannye 
was recipient of both the James McKane Award and 
the Wilkes Faculty Women's Award for outstanding 
scholastic achievement.

She came to Wilkes from Kingston High School 
where she was a member of the Honor Society, and 
was granted a scholarship award.

Dr. Craig To Leave WC 
Ending 12% Years Service

Dr. Mary E. Craig recently announced her plans 
to retire at the end of the semester. She has been 
on the Wilkes faculty for the past twelve and one- 
half years.

she is commencing a new phase of life in which she 
can travel abroad to 
visit her many friends 
and relatives.

In June she plans to 
sail for Holiday, Eng
land. and Scotland on 
the SS. United States. 
During the past several 
years. Dr. Craig, who is 
of English ancestry, has 
made numerous trips to 
those countries. After 
completing her many 
ambitions, the English 
Department head hopes 
to settle in Ohio where 
she was reared.

Dr. Craig feels very 
optimistic about the 
progress of Wyoming 
Valley and Wilkes College of which she has become 
such a vital part.

Miss Craig received her AB degree at Cornell 
University, and then went on to the University of 
Chicago where she worked for her Master's degree. 
She completed the work for her Doctorate at Cornell 
University.

Before coming to Wilkes, Dr. Craig taught at Webs
ter Reserve University and Beaver College where she 
was Chairman of the English Department.

Being a woman with much interest in education. 
Dr. Craig belongs to the Modem Language Associa
tion, the College English Association, and the Cornell 
University Woman's Club.
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College Gains National Publicity As Debaters 
Win Many Honors In Variety Of Tournaments

By DR. ARTHUR N. KRUGER, Director of Debate
When I consider our modest entry into inter- 

coUegiate debating March 15, 1949, I marvel that 
six years later, on April 23, 1955, we came within 
a hair of winning the debating championship of the 
United States. Looking back for a moment, in that 
first year we entered only one tournament, at Brook
lyn College. None of the four boys who made the 
trip had ever debated or had even heard an inter
collegiate debate. During the year we had present
ed about a dozen forum and discussion programs 
before various high schools and civic organizations. 
Practice sessions among ourselves constituted the 
only debating experience the boys received. Never
theless, that first tournament was an outstanding 
success in one respect: it proved to us that big schools 
are beaten just as easily as small ones. For our 
four victories in eight debates—a feat in itself under 
the circumstances—we had won over NYU, Stevens 
Institute of Technology, Boston U., and St. John's, 
schools three and four and even twenty times our 
size. Since that time "little Wilkes" has been win
ning consistently over opposition from all over the 
country. In six years the team record stands at 206 
wins against 99 losses—a little better than 2 out of 3 
—for an average of .679.

What a contrast between that first season and 
the one just past! Of the latter, consider the cold 
statistics alone: number of tournaments entered: 10; 
total number of debates: 93 (with 2 more with Prince
ton to wind up the season); squad record: 68 wins, 
25 losses; winning percentage: .731; total miles 
traveled to all events: 5,500; number of different col
leges met: 62, from 21 different states and Washing
ton, D.C. Add to this about a half dozen forums be
fore local groups and you have a forensic program 
as extensive as that of some of the larger universi
ties.

Now for some of the details. On November 20, 
with a team composed of two holdovers, Jim Never-

Dr. Craig To Leave WC 
Ending 12% Years Service

Dr. Mary E. Craig recently announced her plans 
to retire at the end of the semester. She has been 
on the Wilkes faculty for the past twelve and one- 
half years.

The head of the English department feels that 
she is commencing a new phase of life in which she 
can travel abroad to 
visit her many friends 
and relatives.

In June she plans to 
sail for Holiday, Eng
land, and Scotland on 
the SS. United States. 
During the past several 
years. Dr. Craig, who is 
of English ancestry, has 
made numerous trips to 
those countries. After 
completing her many 
ambitions, the English 
Department head hopes 
to settle in Ohio where 
she was reared.

Dr. Craig feels very 
optimistic about the 
progress of Wyoming 
Valley and Wilkes College of which she has become 
such a vital part.

Miss Craig received her AB degree at Cornell 
University, and then went on to the University of 
Chicago where she worked for her Master's degree. 
She completed the work for her Doctorate at Cornell 
University.

Before coming to Wilkes, Dr. Craig taught at Webs
ter Reserve University and Beaver College where she 
was Chairman of the English Department.

Being a woman with much interest in education, 
Dr. Craig belongs to the Modem Language Associa
tion, the College English Association, and the Cornell 
University Woman's Club.

as and J. Harold "Nick" Flannery, and two novices, 
Jesse Choper and Bruce Warshal, we won 5 out of 
8 debates at the Muhlenberg "Get Acquainted With 
the Topic" Tournament. On December 11 we got a 
hint of what was to come later on. On this day, one 
of the most memorable in the annals of Wilkes de
bating, two separate Wilkes teams won two separate 
tournaments. The varsity, with Les Weiner replac
ing Warshal, won the Bucknell Good Neighbor Tour
nament, winning 7 out of 8 debates, while the novice 
team was compiling the only perfect 6-0 record at 
the Princeton Novice Tournament. To make the 
Wilkes sweep complete, Flannery won the medal 
for first speaker at Bucknell, with Neveras close on 
his heels in third place.

On February 4-5 once again two Wilkes squads 
journeyed to two different tournaments. The experi
enced two-man team of Neveras and Flannery, de
bating both sides of the national question on the 
recognition of Communist China, won the Johns- 
Hopkins Invitational Tournament at Baltimore, de
feating Princeton in the final round. Once again 
Flannery was first speaker and Neveras third. For 
their achievement they not only won trophies, certi
ficates of excellence, and an extensive coverage in 
the press but were also singled out by Congressman 
Dan Flood in a speech made in the Congress of the 
United States. Meanwhile the novices were holding 
their own at the varsity Tau Kappa Alpha Tourna
ment held at NYU by winning 5 out of 8 debates.

On February 24-25 came the one spot of gloom 
in an otherwise bright season. With two two-man 
teams competing in the Dartmouth Tournament at 
Hanover, N.H., Wilkes was able to salvage only 4 
out of 12 debates. By way of consolation Flannery 
won the extemporaneous speaking contest, beating 
out Herzl Spiro of Vermont, the defending New Eng
land champion. This was the second time he had 
edged out Spiro, having done so at the Boston Tour- 

(continued after Report on Alumni Questionnaires)
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Ralston, Reese and Elliot Key Figures
In Administration Changes At College
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Luetzel Resigns As Alumni President;
Honeywell, Vice President, Takes Top Pot

The basketball coaching post, vacated by Ralston, has not as yet 
been filled, but George Elliot, a member of the Economics Department 
at Wilkes for the past seven years, will be the new dean of men.

Ralston is taking a year's leave of absence to complete work < 
his doctorate at Columbia University, while Partridge has accepted 
teaching position at Kent School for Boys in Connecticut.
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Filling the football post will be Russell Picton, former Colonel and 
Marine grid star. Picton, who will also handle the executive secretary 
post for the Alumni Association, was a popular choice to replace Rals
ton. The two men worked together during the past year on the grid
iron and have basically the same system of coaching.

The scheduled departure of the two prominent athletic officials at 
the college left many posts to be reassigned.

Two familiar faces on the Wilkes campus—George F. Ralston and 
Robert Partridge—will be absent next year.

John Reese, Kingston High School teacher, who has been handling 
the Wilkes wrestling team for the past two years, will move to the 
campus on a fulltime basis to take over Partridge's duties as physical 
education director and coach of baseball and soccer.

The Wilkes College Alumni Association has a 
new president-—Donald L. Honeywell—-as a result 
of the resignation of William Luetzel.

Luetzel resigned from his post after accepting 
employment outside of Wyoming Valley. Honey
well, who previously became vice president when 
Joseph Donnelly vacated the position, moves into 
the top spot.

It was only a little more than a year ago that 
Luetzel became president to fill out the unexpired 
term of Daniel Williams, who, strangely enough, left 
the post because of new employment.

Honeywell, a member of the 1949 class, was 
president of the Alumni Association in 1950.

Luetzel, in a letter to members, wrote:
"Today I regretfully submitted a letter of resigna

tion as President of the Wilkes College Alumni Asso
ciation to your Alumni Secretary, Mr. Tom Moran. 
My new job will necessitate moving out of Wyoming 
Valley as many other people have had to do. Since 
such a letter does not seem an appropriate vehicle, 
I am writing this message to acquaint you with the 
present status of our organization's activities and 
to express a few personal remarks.

"Since their election as vice-president and 
treasurer respectively of the Association, Messrs. 
Joseph Donnelly and James Richardson have sub
mitted their resignations because their work has de
manded an out-of-town residency. I am pleased to 
announce the appointment of Donald Honeywell as 
my new vice-president, and consequently, my suc
cessor. Considering his fine service, varied experi
ence and popular following in the Association, I am 
confident I am leaving the organization in good 
hands. As yet a new treasurer has not been ap
pointed. The new appointee's name will be an
nounced shortly, however.

"Plans have already been initiated for our Senior 
Reception, Homecoming, and the Christmas Dance. 
Messrs. Raymond Jacobs, Gifford Cappellini, and 
Jack Kloeber are the respective chairmen. I hope 
you will give them your loyal support.

"I feel that I should make some comments upon 
Alumni support. It still is not what it could be. 
Please bear in mind that our organization is only as 
strong as the combined efforts of aR the alumni of 
Wilkes CoRege.

"In 1954 your officers tried to make it more ap
parent than ever to aR the alumni that each and 
every alumnus was considered an integral part of 
the organization. We urged everyone to come to 
our meetings, to serve on our committees, and/or to 
help us in any way he could. Considering the re
sponse we felt we had achieved a fairly high degree

An assignment to the post of director of athletics has not as yet 
been made.
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oail post will be Russell Picton, former Colonel and 
5icton, who will also handle the executive secretary 
Association, was a popular choice to replace Rals- 
wcrked together during the past year on the grid- 
cally the same system of coaching.

Luetzel Resigns As Alumni President;
Honeywell, Vice President, Takes Top Post

departure of the two prominent athletic officials at 
iv posts to be reassigned.

. ■ tar's leave of absence to complete work c-a 
.. ...la University, while Partridge has accepted <t

. mt School for Boys in Connecticut.

tees on the Wilkes campus—George F. Ralston and 
"ill be absent next year.

of success. However, there is a great deal to be done 
yet. To maintain a high level of activity, your offi
cers and the Association need your constant support 
given spontaneously by each of you.

"Keeping a constantly up-to-date file on every
one is very difficult. Our alumni office is soon to 
reach a point of operation where we shall have a 
full time secretary and staff working with us at the 
College. I regret to inform you that Tom Moran will 
be leaving his office as Alumni Secretary, but pleas
ed to announce that Picton, another alumnus known 
to many of us, will assume full-time duties in the 
same capacity.

"Nevertheless, no matter how much help we re
ceive from the College, it is up to the Alumni to step 
forward to help us. The people in the Wilkes-Barre 
area have a particular responsibility in this respect. 
Until our Association can reach the organizational 
development achieved by the Alumni associations 
of the older and larger institutions, the Wilkes-Barre 
chapter is charged with the task of acting as it sees 
fit for the good of the Association. This in no way 
eliminates representation by other chapters or in
dividuals, but instead indicates an expediency often 
demanded to approve and to execute a project or 
action deemed advisable in the best interests of all.

"I fervently hope that each and everyone of you 
will assume your responsibility by personally en
gaging in the Association's activities and projects. 
In this way only can your officers and their commit
tees leam of your wishes regarding Association 
policy and activity and to carry these objectives to 
their fulfillment.

"I wish to thank you for your loyal support. My 
interest and desire to help the Association shall conti
nue."

igston High School teacher, who has been handling 
rg team for the past two years, -will move to the 
re basis to take over Partridge's duties as physical 
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The Wilkes College Alumni Association has a 
new president—Donald L. Honeywell—as a result 
of the resignation of William Luetzel.

Luetzel resigned from his post after accepting 
employment outside of Wyoming Valley. Honey
well, who previously became vice president when 
Joseph Donnelly vacated the position, moves into 
the top spot.

It was only a little more than a year ago that 
Luetzel became president to fill out the unexpired 
term of Daniel Williams, who, strangely enough, left 
the post because of new employment.

Honeywell, a member of the 1949 class, was 
president of the Alumni Association in 1950.

Luetzel, in a letter to members, wrote:
"Today I regretfully submitted a letter of resigna

tion as President of the Wilkes College Alumni Asso
ciation to your Alumni Secretary, Mr. Tom Moran. 
My new job will necessitate moving out of Wyoming 
Valley as many other people have had to do. Since 
such a letter does not seem an appropriate vehicle, 
I am writing this message to acquaint you with the 
present status of our organization's activities and 
to express a few personal remarks.

"Since their election as vice-president and 
treasurer respectively of the Association, Messrs. 
Joseph Donnelly and James Richardson have sub
mitted their resignations because their work has de
manded an out-of-town residency. I am pleased to 
announce the appointment of Donald Honeywell as 
my new vice-president, and consequently, my suc
cessor. Considering his fine service, varied experi
ence and popular following in the Association, I am 
confident I am leaving the organization in good 
hands. As yet a new treasurer has not been ap
pointed. The new appointee's name will be an
nounced shortly, however.

"Plans have already been initiated for our Senior 
Reception, Homecoming, and the Christmas Dance. 
Messrs. Raymond Jacobs, Gifford Cappellini, and 
Jack Kloeber are the respective chairmen. I hope 
you will give them your loyal support.

"I feel that I should make some comments upon 
Alumni support. It still is not what it could be. 
Please bear in mind that our organization is only as 
strong as the combined efforts of all the alumni of 
Wilkes College.

"In 1954 your officers tried to make it more ap
parent than ever to all the alumni that each and 
every alumnus was considered an integral part of 
the organization. We urged everyone to come to 
our meetings, to serve on our committees, and/or to 
help us in any way he could. Considering the re
sponse we felt we had achieved a fairly high degree

coaching post, vacated by Ralston, has not as yet 
jrge Elliot, a member of the Economics Department 
rst seven years, will be the new dean of men.

2 Administration Changes At College



Wilkes Baseball Team Faces Schedule
Of Tough Opponents With Frosh Squad

Former Wilkes Athletes M
To Organize Alumni Letters

Russell Picton

W" ■

Wearers of the gold "W" are sprinkled all over the 
world and in the past month former members of the 
Wilkes College Lettermen's Club have taken steps 
to form an organization that would once again unite 
winners of the varsity "W".

Several former lettermen living in the valley 
have formed plans to organize an Alumni Letter
men's Club, which would work with the Alumni 
Association in the strengthening of that organization.

A breakfast was held recently in the college 
cafeteria for all former lettermen. The groundwork 
for a permanent organization was laid at that ses
sion and plans were formulated whereby each ex
letterman will be contacted and informed of the aims 
of this new organization.

Since the lettermen's club was formed in 1946, 
hundreds have joined the ranks of varsity "W" win
ners. And during the period in which they were on 
campus they enjoyed the honor of belonging to the 
lettermen's club.

So many tim 
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athlete to maintai

The first mov 
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The Wilkes College baseball team is enjoying 
a fair season with an almost entire freshman squad.

Bob Partridge, coaching his last Wilkes team 
before leaving on a new assignment to Kent School 
for Boys in Connecticut, has the makings of a 
championship team for 1957 and 1958.

"With almost all freshmen," he explained, "and 
results that are far above expectation, I'd like to be 
around two years from now to see this combination 
in action."

Members of the squad shown in the above 
photograph are: first row, left to right, Coach Robert 
W. Partridge, George "Mo" Batterson, Ronnie Re- 
scigno, Dick Kachinosky, Jim Ferris, Bob Mioduski, 
Mike Goobic, Joe Parsnik, and Manager Jim Cole
man. Second Row, Mike Weinberger, Bob Sokol, 
Vince Groblewski, John Hessler, Sam Shugar, Al 
Broody, Ed Birnbaum and Larry Pugh.

Picton New Grid Coach 
For Strong '55 Season

Russell Picton, former 
Little All-American grid 
star from Wilkes College, 
will handle the football 
coaching post for the Colo
nels next season.

Picton takes over for 
George F. Ralston, popu
lar coach of the Blue and 
Gold eleven, who will take 
a year's leave to complete 
study for his doctorate.

Picton, an experienced 
T-formation specialist, said 
that he will shift the Colo
nels more toward the T, 
but pointed out that he 
will also concentrate on a 
sound single-wing alter
nate combination.
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Wearers of the gold "W" are sprinkled all over the 
world and in the past month former members of the 
Wilkes College Lettermen's Club have taken steps 
to form an organization that would once again unite 
winners of the varsity "W".

Several former lettermen living in the valley 
have formed plans to organize an Alumni Letter
men's Club, which would work with the Alumni 
Association in the strengthening of that organization.

A breakfast was held recently in the college 
cafeteria for all former lettermen. The groundwork 
for a permanent organization was laid at that ses
sion and plans were formulated whereby each ex
letterman will be contacted and informed of the aims 
of this new organization.

Since the lettermen's club was formed in 1946, 
hundreds have joined the ranks of varsity "W" win
ners. And during the period in which they were on 
campus they enjoyed the honor of belonging to the 
lettermen's club.

So many times over the last nine years the 
Alumni office has received messages from former 
lettermen asking whether anything had been done 
about forming an organization that would allow the 
athlete to maintain his relationship with the college.

The first move toward the formation of a letter
men's club for alumni letter winners came about 
four weeks ago when it was proposed at a regular 
Alumni Association meeting. Such former lettermen 
as Bob Waters, Norman Cross, Jack Kloeber, Dom 
Yanchunas, Carl Strye, Jack Semmer, Russ Picton 
and Bob Gorgas are backing the initial movement to 
get the club started.

Additional information will be forwarded when 
definite plans have been completed.

Shown in the above photograph, left to right, 
first row: Bob Waters, Carl Strye, Dom Yanchunas, 
Jack Semmer. Standing: Norman Cross and George 
F. Ralston.

Picton New Grid Coach 
For Strong '55 Season

Russell Picton, former 
Little All-American grid 
star from Wilkes College, 
will handle the football 
coaching post for the Colo
nels next season.

Picton takes over for 
George F. Ralston, popu
lar coach of the Blue and 
Gold eleven, who will take 
a year's leave to complete 
study for his doctorate.

Picton, an experienced 
T-formation specialist, said 
that he will shift the Colo
nels more toward the T, 
but pointed out that he 
will also concentrate on a 
sound single-wing alter
nate combination.



Report On Alumni Questionnaires

Class of 1950

wish that Wyoming Valley offered sufficient induce
ment for he and his family to return.

Class of 1944
Ruth Tischler Voelker is residing in Shavertown, 

Pa., and getting all mail at Box 307. . . . Loretta Farris 
is slated to receive her master's degree in librarian
ship in June of this year while on leave from her 
teaching post at Swoyerville.

Class of 1946
Irving M. Bonawitz is employed as a certified 

public accountant in Chicago, Ill., and expresses

Class of 1943
Mrs. June Gates Saters dropped a line just to 

say all was well from way out West in San Antonio, 
Texas. . . . John P. Heim is area supervisor for the 
Hercules Powder Company in Lawrence, Kansas.

Class of 1941
Mrs. Irene Sauciunas Santarelli is residing at 

27 East Brady Street, West Wyoming, Pa. . . . Dr. 
John A. Anthony is in charge of the Anesthesia De
partment of the Pottstown (Pa.) Memorial Hospital. 
. . . He and his wife, the former Jean I. Stacy, are 
planning a six-week trip to Europe for next spring.

Class of 1939
Dr. Robert M. Kerr is secretary of the Luzerne 

County Medical Society and taking an active part 
in the home chapter of the Alumni Association.

Class of 1942
Now assistant managing director of Pomeroy's, 

Inc., in Wilkes-Barre, is Alfred Eisenpreis.

Class of 1948
John A. Moss is assistant treasurer of the Shat

tuck Denn Mining Corporation in New York City. . . . 
John and his wife, the former Mary Alice Mitchell, 
have two children, Cassandra, 6, and Victoria, four 
months. . . . J. S. Gooch is corporation auditor for the 
Scranton-Spring Brook Water Service in Wilkes- 
Barre. ... Joe Pringle, who wlrile as a student was 
responsible for selecting the name "Colonels" for 
Wilkes sports teams, is the statistician in charge of 
office reports for the Pennsylvania State Employment 
Service in Wilkes-Barre. . . . Daniel Williams, former 
president of the Alumni Association, is teacliing in 
Wurzburg, Germany, and writes that other alumni— 
Bob Miller and Eleanor Kryger—are handling similar 
assignments there. ... Dr. James F. Roberts, DDS, is 
in private practice in Plymouth. ... Dr. Douglas M. 
MacNeal, DDS, has his office at Doylestown, Pa. . . . 
He is married to the former Kathryn Potter, Wilkes 
class of 1949. . . . Ralph Carey, prominent member 
of the student council during undergraduate days, is 
practicing law in Scranton.
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Class of 1938
Dr. Earl James Rhoades is an orthopedic surgeon 

in New Haven, Conn. . . . He and his wife and son, 
David, reside at 609 Fountain Street, New Haven.
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to see any and all from Wilkes who come out here 
on vacation. Can provide a thing or two in the way 
of advice before they try the games. . . . Paul K. 
Richards is employed by the New Britain Machine 
Company and works out of Lancaster, Ohio. . . . He 
is married to the former Judy Bartlebaugh, who at
tended Wilkes. . . . Andrew Skumanich is employed 
at the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory for the Uni
versity of California. . . . Cost accountant for the Syl
vania Electric Products is Paul F. DeWitt, working 
out of Towanda. ... He is married to the former Betty 
M. Woolcock, BUJC class of 1943.

Class of 1949
Teaching biology and general science at Hata- 

wan, N.J., is Miss Shirley Jean Rees. . . . Norma 
Jeanne Persian! is teaching at the Rogers School in 
Stamford, Conn. . . . John B. Merritt is a salesman for 
the Philip Carey Manufacturing Company in Beth
lehem and married to the former Jane Korper, Wilkes 
class of 1949. . . . They have three girls, Holly, 4; 
Susan 2'/z; and Patti, 16 months. . . . Kenneth F. 
Maloney is employed as operations foreman with the 
Arabian American Oil Company in Ras Tanura, 
Saudi Arabia. . . . Eleanor E. Krute writes that she is 
a dealer, chiefly roulette and occasional blackjack, 
at the Nevada Club, Inc., Reno. . . . She stated, "My 
two cocker spaniels, Brandy and Champagne, keep 
me busy when I'm not at work. Would be delighted

Class of 1937
Marie Kopicki is executive secretary for the 

Packaging Materials Corp., New York City, and re
sides in Forest Hills.

Class of 1935
Ambrose Saricks, now residing at 2010 Tennes

see Street, Lawrence, Kan., is an assistant professor 
of history at the University of Kansas. . . . Mrs. 
Beverly Jones Henderson is living in Hightstown, 
N.J., and does occasional substitute teaching in 
Hightstown schools, plus handling correspondence 
for the Trentonian—Trenton's morning daily news
paper.

Class of 1951
Betty Rebennack Hibler is supervisor of physical 

therapy at Carrie Tingley Hospital in Truth or Con
sequences, New Mexico. . . . Robert E. Nielsen is a 
technical aide for the Bell Telephone Laboratories 
in Murray Hill, N.J. . . . William Kashatus is a chem
ist in the physiology department at the Army Medical 
Research Institute at Fort Knox, Ky. . . . Harold Gra- 
boske is serving in the Army at Fort Monmouth, N.J. 
. . . Olin W. Evans, Jr., is working for his doctorate at 
Pennsylvania State University. . . . Robert Eltus is a 
plant accountant for Coming Glass Works at Corning, 
N.Y. . . . Sanford Cohen is vice president of the Ed
ward I. Plottle Company at Scranton. . . . Harold 
Hymen is secretary to the manager of the engineer
ing laboratory at the International Business Machines 
Corp., Endicott, N.Y. ... Ed Bacheson is employed 
as an aeronautical hydraulic designer for Republic 
Aviation Corp., Farmingdale, Long Island.

Donald C. Kivler recently was discharged from 
the Navy after having put in four years as a person
nel chief. . . . Gerard P. Finn is executive officer 
aboard the USS Ortolan and residing in Norfolk, Va. 
. . . John R. Usaitis is currently serving in the Army. 
. . . June W. Turley is employed as a research as
sistant by Pennsylvania State University. . . . Mau
rice Z. Price is a comptroller for the Hastings Hatch
ery in Parsensburg, Md. . . . William A. Plummer 
writes that he is a research assistant at the University 
of Pittsburgh. . . . Edmund A. Zaremba is in charge 
of the AnuOiotic Research Laboratory at Childrens 
Hospital, Washington, D.C. . . . Beverly Van Horn 
Wheatley is a secretary for E. I. du Pont de Nemours 
and Company, Wilmington, Del., and married to Ed 
Wheatley, class of 1952. . . . John J. Stofko is mana
ger of the Mirro Light Paint Factory in Allentown. . . . 
Frank Paduik is supervisor of the Tung Sol Electric, 
Inc., in Bloomfield, N.J. . . . Crane Buzby writes that 
he is in junior executive training with the Eastern 
Malleable Iron Company at Wilmington. .. . William 
J. Williams is employed by the Youth for Christ Inter
national as Chaplain at Miles City, Montana.

Class of 1947
Lloyd Jones is industrial sales manager for the 

Roller-Smith Corp, in Bethlehem and president of the 
Alton Park Lions Club of Allentown. . . . Betty Reese 
DeBarry writes that her husband have had two happy 
events—a son and a new home at Oak Hill, Idetown, 
Pa. . . . Howard A. Trammell is association professor 
of military science at Vanderbilt University, Nash
ville, Tenn.
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to see any and all from Wilkes who come out here 
on vacation. Can provide a thing or two in the way 
of advice before they try the games. . . . Paul K. 
Richards is employed by the New Britain Machine 
Company and works out of Lancaster, Ohio. ... He 
is married to the former Judy Bartlebaugh, who at
tended Wilkes. . . . Andrew Skumanich is employed 
at the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory for the Uni
versity of California. . . . Cost accountant for the Syl
vania Electric Products is Paul F. DeWitt, working 
out of Towanda. ... He is married to the former Betty 
M. Woolcock, BUJC class of 1943.

Class of 1938
t. Earl James Rhoades is an orthopedic surgeon 
w Haven, Conn. . . . He and his wife and son, 
1, reside at 609 Fountain Street, New Haven.

Jim Moss is a student at Colgate Divinity School. 
... Elaine Law is teaching elementary school at John
son City. . . . Instructing in nursing at Nesbitt Hospital 
is Lucy Johnson Liggett. . . . Art Taylor is teaching 
mathematics at North Plainfield (N.J.) High School. 
. . . Lewis Giuliani writes that he is enjoying his work 
as a secondary science teacher at Wisconisco (Pa.) 
High School. . . . George Elias is teaching at the 
Wyoming Seminary Day School in Forty Fort. . . . 
Thelma Ruth Williams is a student at the American 
Academy of Mortuary Science, New York City. . . . 
Ed Venzel is supervisor of music at Pittston. . . . John 
Vale, married to Norma Lou Carey, '52, is teaching 
mathematics at Waverly, N.Y. . . . Eugene Phillips is 
working for an electrical degree at Bucknell Univer-

Class of 1952

Boyd Earl is teaching mathematics at Forty Fort 
and expects to work this summer on his master's 
degree at Bucknell University. . . . Also slated to 
work on the MA this summer at Bucknell is J. Richard 
Shafer, who is teaching history in junior high school 
at West Pittston. . . . Carl Strye is a junior industrial 
engineer for Hess Goldsmith in Wilkes-Barre. ... Al
bert Cole is handling teaching assignments at the 
junior high school in Easton, Pa. . . . Bob Sanders is 
on a classified assignment with the Army at Clark 
Air Force Base, Philippines. . . . Working as a cost 
accountant with General Electric at Johnson City, 
N.Y., is Don Law. . . . And Al Hughes is in the en
gineering department of the American Bridge Divi
sion, U. S. Steel Corp., Ambridge, Pa. ... Joe Falzone 
is currently attending theological seminary for the 
Episcopal ministry.
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Susan 2'/z; and Patti, 16 months. . . . Kenneth F. 
Maloney is employed as operations foreman with the 
Arabian American Oil Company in Has Tanura, 
Saudi Arabia. . . . Eleanor E. Krute writes that she is 
a dealer, chiefly roulette and occasional blackjack, 
at the Nevada Club, Inc., Reno. . . . She stated, "My 
two cocker spaniels, Brandy and Champagne, keep 
me busy when I'm not at work. Would be delighted
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the Navy after having put in four years as a person
nel chief. . . . Gerard P. Finn is executive officer 
aboard the USS Ortolan and residing in Norfolk, Va. 
. . . John R. Usaitis is currently serving in the Army. 
. . . June W. Turley is employed as a research as
sistant by Pennsylvania State University. . . . Mau
rice Z. Price is a comptroller for the Hastings Hatch
ery in Parsensburg, Md. . . . William A. Plummer 
writes that he is a research assistant at the University 
of Pittsburgh. . . . Edmund A. Zaremba is in charge 
of the Amioiotic Research Laboratory at Childrens 
Hospital, Washington, D.C. . . . Beverly Van Horn 
Wheatley is a secretary for E. I. du Pont de Nemours 
and Company, Wilmington, Del., and married to Ed 
Wheatley, class of 1952. . . . John J. Stofko is mana
ger of the Mirza Light Paint Factory in Allentown. . . . 
Frank Paduik is supervisor of the Tung Sol Electric, 
Inc., in Bloomfield, N.J. . . . Crane Buzby writes that 
he is in junior executive training with the Eastern 
Malleable Iron Company at Wilmington. .. . William 
J. Williams is employed by the Youth for Christ Inter
national as Chaplain at Miles City. Montana.

Class of 1951
Betty Rebennack Hibler is supervisor of physical 

therapy at Carrie Tingley Hospital in Truth or Con
sequences, New Mexico. . . . Robert E. Nielsen is a 
technical aide for the Bell Telephone Laboratories 
in Murray Hill, N.J. . . . William Kashatus is a chem
ist in the physiology department at the Army Medical 
Research Institute at Fort Knox, Ky. . . . Harold Gra- 
boske is serving in the Army at Fort Monmouth, N.J. 
. . . Olin W. Evans, Jr., is working for his doctorate at 
Pennsylvania State University. . . . Robert Eltus is a 
plant accountant for Coming Glass Works at Corning, 
N.Y. . . . Sanford Cohen is vice president of the Ed
ward I. Plottie Company at Scranton. . . . Harold 
Hymen is secretary to the manager of the engineer
ing laboratory at the International Business Machines 
Corp., Endicott, N.Y. ... Ed Bacheson is employed 
as an aeronautical hydraulic designer for Republic 
Aviation Corp., Farmingdale, Long Island.

Class of 1948
John A. Moss is assistant treasurer of the Shat

tuck Denn Mining Corporation in New York City. . . . 
John and his wife, the former Mary Alice Mitchell, 
have two children, Cassandra, 6, and Victoria, four 
months. . . . J. S. Gooch is corporation auditor for the 
Scranton-Spring Brook Water Service in Wilkes- 
Barre. ... Joe Pringle, who while as a student was 
responsible for selecting the name "Colonels" for 
Wiikes sports teams, is the statistician in charge of 
office reports for the Pennsylvania State Employment 
Service in Wilkes-Barre. . . . Daniel Williams, former 
president of the Alumni Association, is teaching in 
Wurzburg, Germany, and writes that other alumni— 
Bob Miller and Eleanor Kryger—are handling similar 
assignments there. . . . Dr. James F. Roberts, DDS, is 
in private practice in Plymouth. . . . Dr. Douglas M. 
MacNeal, DDS, has his office at Doylestown, Pa. . . . 
He is married to the former Kathryn Potter, Wilkes 
class of 1949. . . . Ralph Carey, prominent member 
of the student council during undergraduate days, is 
practicing law in Scranton.

Dorothy Hamaker is a medical assistant and 
secretary in Harrisburg. ... J. W. Reynolds is an 
executive with the Boy Scout movement and living 
in Lansdowne, Pa. . . . John Witinski is a clerk with 
the Air Force at Niagara Falls Municipal Airport. . . . 
Isabel Ecker is district director for the Wyoming Val
ley Girl Scout Council. . . . Reverend Earl Kohl is at 
the Baptist Tabernacle in Wilkes-Barre. . . . Joseph 
E. Howell has the accounting duties in one division 
of General Electric at Johnson City. . . . Bill Veroski 
is winding up his studies for a degree in civil en
gineering at Bucknell University. . . . And John Moore 
is in Germany with the Army. . . . Also in khaki is 
Bill Morgan who is an instructor at Fort Monmouth, 
N.J. . . . Elizabeth Champlin Parsons is a secretary 
at the Vulcan Iron Works in Wilkes-Barre. . . . Martin 
Frey is handling the X-ray for the Army in Europe. 
. . . Bob Croker is writing insurance in New York City 
with the C. B. Beardsley Co.



REPORT - continued A Letter From The Alur

Dear Friends:

DEBA TING - continued

With kindest personal regards,

Execut

For a decade, during which I served in one capacity or anotf 
division, I have watched the president and board of trustees of 1 
with the building of the organization that all knew would one day

In leaving the post, I would like to appeal to you to offer yo 
and everything it stands for. Help it grow so that future gener 
an even more wonderful community college.

It is with the deepest regret that I pass from this office as alu 
nus, but it is a move that is eased by the firm knowledge that the i 
when it not only recognizes the need for a fulltime secretary but i

With a potential membership of 2,000, the Wilkes College 1 
to the institution as well as itself. That obligation is no differen 
tions in other institutions are responsible. For as long as I can re 
—especially from this office—have been allowed complete freedo 
tion on the part of the college for a major financial return.

a sales representative for the Klenzoid Corp., in 
Wilkes-Barre. . . . Edward A. Laux is a sergeant with 
the U. S. Military Academy Band at West Point. . . . 
And Alan Bare is stationed with the Army at Fort 
Monmouth, N.J.

This is the last time that I will be writing to you as your alt 
Picton, well known for his athletic ability and even more so for 
manner will take over the chores of the Alumni Office as your f

Now, the time has come. The Alumni Association has had i 
bers have been allowed to establish themselves firmly in their r 
Alumni members to return a dividend on the college's long-time 

and graduates later.

fying round the boys defeated Southwest Missouri 
in a close debate. In the quarter-finals they received 
all 7 ballots against Penn State and in the semi-finals 
8 of 9 ballots against Wake Forest. In the final 
round, for the championship of the United States, 
Wilkes lost to Alabama by the margin of a single 
judge, the vote being 5 to 4 for the Southern school. 
In aggregate speaker points, Wilkes received 823 to 
826 for Alabama, truly a close debate and a tremen
dous achievement for the smallest school ever to 
qualify for the Tournament.

No review of the season would be complete 
without some special mention of the two seniors, 
Neveras and Flannery, who have done so much to 
put Wilkes on the debating map. Individually, they 
finished 7th and 25th speaker, respectively, at the 
National Tournament, no mean feat in itself, but as 
a team they were well nigh invincible. Paired in 5 
two-man tournaments this year and in 4 last, they 
compiled the amazing record of 58 wins and lost 11, 
and last year they won 24 while losing 9. Individual
ly, for all tournaments, Nick in only two years as a 
debater wound up his career with a record of 76 
wins against 25 losses for .752, while Jim, in 4 years, 
compiled a 95-40 record for .704. Two years ago 
Jim also won a medal for 2nd place in the State ora
tory contest. One other member of the squad, Jesse 
Choper, is deserving of special praise. Not only did 
Jesse provide Jim and Nick with keen competition 
and sharpen them up in intersquad practice debates, 
but in his first year as a debater he participated in 5 
tournaments and won 18 of 24 debates for an average 
of .750. Jesse has a great future.

In stressing the winning record of Wilkes debate 
teams, we must not lose sight of the fact that debat
ing is primarily an educational activity, one of the 
finest there is for training students to become leaders 
in whatever field they choose to enter. It is no acci
dent that approximately 50% of those appearing in 
Who's Who were former college debaters. Winning 
merely provides the motive to achieve excellence. 
And while it is true that Wilkes debaters have had 
their share of victories, it is also true that, without 
exception, they have gone on after college to achieve 
the same degree of excellence in their chosen fields. 
Many names come to mind—Faneck, Maisel, Kem
merer, Davis, Eisenstein, Murtha, and Gates, to men
tion a few. And certainly the future looks bright for 
Neveras, who has been chosen for the Executive 
Training Program of the Federal Reserve, and for 
Flannery, who has been accepted by the University 
of Pennsylvania Law School. The debaters have 
done well not only for the college they represent but 
also for themselves; and this, after all, is the best 
reward for a teacher of debate.

With the establishing of Mr. Picton as the fulltime secretary 
alumni relations more on an adult level, whereas previously it v 
to former student basis.

nament the previous year, when he placed second 
to Spiro's third. Also, a new Wilkes star loomed on 
the horizon when Choper finished as third speaker 
in the Tournament.

On March 11-12 the team held its own at the 
DAPC Tournament, held in Meadville this year, by 
winning 6 out of 10 debates. Flannery won the 
State extemp championship for the second consecu
tive year, an unparalleled feat, and Virginia Brehm, 
a freshman, placed fourth in the Women's oratory 
contest.

The Dartmouth loss was apparently a tonic for 
the Neveras-Flannery combination, for on March 25- 
26 they won the District VII Elimination Tournament, 
held this year at St. Peter's College in Jersey City, 
with a 10-2 record, edging out St. Joseph's of Phila
delphia. Four teams won the right to represent 
District VII, which comprises an area of six states 
and Washington, D.C., in the Nationals held annual
ly at West Point.

Riding the crest of victory, the boys flew out to 
South Bend, Indiana, and won the Rev. William A. 
Bolger Memorial Trophy, the largest debate trophy 
in the country and emblematic of victory in the Notre 
Dame National Invitational Tournament, considered 
by many to be the toughest in the country next to 
the Nationals and drawing some of the top district 
teams from 17 states. Going into the semi-final round 
with a 6-0 record, they defeated Kansas State and 
made the sweep complete in the final against Ver
mont, winner of the District VIII Tournament and a 
quarter finalist in both this and last year's National 
Tournament at West Point. Spiro, number one at 
the Nationals last year, edged out Flannery by 2 
points for first speaker. Flannery, however, out- 
scored him in the final round to wind up with the 
highest aggregate point total but had to be content 
with a certificate of excellence rather than the first 
place plaque which was awarded on the basis of the 
first 6 rounds. However, the boys were quite content 
with the two trophies they brought back for winning 
the tournament.

Going into the Nationals at West Point, April 20- 
23, the Wilkes team of Neveras and Flannery, on the 
basis of its season record, was reputed to be "the 
team to beat." And thus it turned out. Leading the 
field after the first 6 rounds of debate with the only 
unblemished record, the boys easily qualified for 
the round of 16. In their victorious stage they had 
beaten Abilene Christian of Texas, San Diego 
State, previously undefeated Dartmouth, Illinois 
State, and Wisconsin State, and finally Kansas, the 
defending champions of the previous year. At this 
point they had won 20 straight debates against the 
toughest competition in the nation. In the first quali-

sity. . . . E. James Phillips is a corporation secretary 
in the Wyoming Valley. . . . William Paparoski is 
working for Sears, Roebuck in Binghamton, N.Y. . . . 
And Danny Ungvarsky is a test engineer for Power 
Generators, Inc., Trenton, NJ. . . . George Modrak is
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Dear Friends:

EBA TING - continued

obligation

With kindest personal regards,

Executive Alumni Secretary

With the establishing ol Mr. Picton as the fulltime secretary, the college is ready to conduct its 
alumni relations more on an adult level, whereas previously it was conducted more or less on a college 
to former student basis.

In leaving the post, I would like to appeal to you to offer your wholehearted support to the college 
and everything it stands for. Help it grow so that future generations of Wilkes students will enjoy 
an even more wonderful community college.

a sales representative for the Klenzoid Corp., in 
Wilkes-Barre. . . . Edward A. Laux is a sergeant with 
the U. S. Military Academy Band at West Point. . . . 
And Alan Bare is stationed with the Army at Fort 
Monmouth, N.J.

Now, the time has come. The Alumni Association has had ample time to come of age. Its mem
bers have been allowed to establish themselves firmly in their respective fields. Now it is time for the 
Alumni members to return a dividend on the college's long-time investment in them as students first 
and graduates later.

This is the last time that I will be writing to you as your alumni secretary. As of June 15, Russell 
Picton, well known for his athletic ability and even more so for his fine personality and easy-going 
manner will take over the chores of the Alumni Office as your fulltime secretary.fying round the boys defeated Southwest Missouri 

in a close debate. In the quarter-finals they received 
all 7 ballots against Penn State and in the semi-finals 
8 of 9 ballots against Wake Forest. In the final 
round, for the championship of the United States, 
Wilkes lost to Alabama by the margin of a single 
judge, the vote being 5 to 4 for the Southern school. 
In aggregate speaker points, Wilkes received 823 to 
826 for Alabama, truly a close debate and a tremen
dous achievement for the smallest school ever to 
qualify for the Tournament.

No review of the season would be complete 
without some special mention of the two seniors, 
Neveras and Flannery, who have done so much to 
put Wilkes on the debating map. Individually, they 
finished 7th and 25th speaker, respectively, at the 
National Tournament, no mean feat in itself, but as 
a team they were well nigh invincible. Paired in 5 
two-man tournaments this year and in 4 last, they 
compiled the amazing record of 58 wins and lost 11, 
and last year they won 24 while losing 9. Individual
ly, for all tournaments, Nick in only two years as a 
debater wound up his career with a record of 76 
wins against 25 losses for .752, while Jim, in 4 years, 
compiled a 95-40 record for .704. Two years ago 
Jim also won a medal for 2nd place in the State ora
tory contest. One other member of the squad, Jesse 
Choper, is deserving of special praise. Not only did 
Jesse provide Jim and Nick with keen competition 
and sharpen them up in intersquad practice debates, 
but in his first year as a debater he participated in 5 
tournaments and won 18 of 24 debates for an average 
of .750. Jesse has a great future.

In stressing the winning record of Wilkes debate 
teams, we must not lose sight of the fact that debat
ing is primarily an educational activity, one of the 
finest there is for training students to become leaders 
in whatever field they choose to enter. It is no acci
dent that approximately 50% of those appearing in 
Who's Who were former college debaters. Winning 
merely provides the motive to achieve excellence. 
And while it is true that Wilkes debaters have had 
their share of victories, it is also true that, without 
exception, they have gone on after college to achieve 
the same degree of excellence in their chosen fields. 
Many names come to mind—Faneck, Maisel, Kem
merer, Davis, Eisenstein, Murtha, and Gates, to men
tion a few. And certainly the future looks bright for 
Neveras, who has been chosen for the Executive 
Training Program of the Federal Reserve, and for 
Flannery, who has been accepted by the University 
of Pennsylvania Law School. The debaters have 
done well not only for the college they represent but 
also for themselves; and this, after all, is the best 
reward for a teacher of debate.

It is with the deepest regret that I pass from this office as alumni secretary and editor of The Alum
nus, but it is a move that is eased by the firm knowledge that the college is moving in the right direction 
when it not only recognizes the need for a fulltime secretary but does something about it.

With a potential membership of 2,000, the Wilkes College Alumni Association has an 
to the institution as well as itself. That obligation is no different than those for which alumni associa
tions in other institutions are responsible. For as long as I can remember, we in the alumni association 
—especially from this office—have been allowed complete freedom of operation, without any expecta

tion on the part of the college for a major financial return.
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a a certificate of excellence rather than the first 
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ite, and Wisconsin State, and finally Kansas, the 
fending champions of the previous year. At this 
int they had won 20 straight debates against the 
rghest competition in the nation. In the first quali-

For a decade, during which I served in one capacity or another in the Association's administrative 
division, I have watched the president and board of trustees of Wilkes College cooperate 100 per cent 
with the building of the organization that all knew would one day be called upon to stand on its own feet.

. . E. James Phillips is a corporation secretary 
s Wyoming Valley. . . . William Paparoski is 
ng for Sears, Roebuck in Binghamton, N.Y. . . . 
Danny Ungvarsky is a test engineer for Power 
rators, Inc., Trenton, N.J. . . . George Modrak is




