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The polls suggest that this
year's presidential race is proving
to be as tight as the last presiden-
tial election, and this time Penn-
sylvania is in the spotlight. With
21 electoral votes up for grabs,
candidates have been hitting this
state hard--especially Northeast-
ern Pennsylvania.

Wilkes played host to a Bush/
Cheney campaign event on Au-
gust 25. Vice President Dick
Cheney and wife, Lynne, _
appeared for an invite-
only-town meeting at The &
Marts Center. Cheney §
also made a visit to
Pottsville, Bloomsburg,
and Williamsport
for: the: - Little
League World
Series.

Lt. Governor g
Bill Scranton &
introduced the &
Cheney family.
"The Vice Presi-
dent wanted to come
to NEPA and talk
about jobs and eco-

nomic develop- &8
ment,” Scranton
said.

Cheney opened
by speaking about
the war in Iraq and
justification for the
decision to invade.
He then opened
the floor to ques-
tions. Topics
such as health
care, gas prices,
drugs, educa-
tion, and the
economy were
all touched on.

enator John Edwards
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"This election could affect not
only the next four years, but the
next 30 or 40 years," Cheney said.

The next campaign event
would happen one week later, but
this time it involved the Kerry/
Edwards campaign. Vice Presi-
dential candidate John
Edwards, appeared before thou-
sands of people at Kirby Park.
The format for this event was
different, since it was open
to the public, but audience
members could not ask
questions.

"We deserve bet- |

ter than our leaders in
this country...John
: Kerry and I have a
plan for  this
country. We
can do better,"
Edwards said.

Before the i
e vent, M
Edwards made a Vice Presi
front-porch visit
to a family who was af-
fected by the closing
of  Technaglass.
Edwards hit on famil-
iar hot button top-
ics, talking about

st

dent Dick Cheney

country...Hope is on the way,"
Edwards said.

Pennsylvania is an important
state to both campaigns, and can-
didates are making sure their mes-
sages are heard in this race.

health care, Dr. Tom Baldino, Professor of
economy, and Political Science, said the Demo-
higher education. ~ cratic Party has had a voter regis-
He also discussed his  tration edge in Pennsylvania.
idea of the "two Baldino credits the party's

strength to the strong union in the
state. However, the margin is
closer this year than in the past.

"Democrats have a majority,
but it's not as large as it used to

Americas," saying
that this region has
been living in the
"other America." The
"other America" refer-

ence acknowledges the ~ be," Baldino said. "The Demo-
working class and the cratic party in this state has not
under-priviledged. yielded very many strong candi-

"John Kerry isready ~ dates over the last 20 years. The
to lead this

See CANDIDATES, Page 2
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BY LINDSEY WOTANIS
Beacon Managing Editor

Good things come to those
who wait. Last week, University
administrators got some long
awaited good news.

The Pennsylvania Department
of Education awarded Wilkes
University a federal grant in the
amount of $1.7M. This grant
money will be used to bring alive
the Signature Undergraduate Ex-
perience, a program that has been
in the planning stages for more
than two years.

The funding, made possible
by Title III, is part of the state's

Strengthening Institutions Pro-*

The Pennsylvania Department of Education
awarded Wilkes University the huge grant for
the Signature Undergraduate Experience

gram under the Higher Education
Act of 1965. The University sub-
mitted the grant proposal last year,
but failed to qualify for the fund-
ing. After some key revisions and
additional research, the proposal

* was resubmitted in 2004. Nation-

wide, 260 institutions of higher
learning applied for these federal
grants. Wilkes University was one
of 53 institutions awarded.
According to Dr. Maravene
Loeschke, University Provost,
this grant, which is highly com-
petitive, will put Wilkes Univer-
sity on a different-academic play-
ing field, so to speak. "This is a

See GRANT, Page 4

Help Desk
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Liz Roveda, senior biologvy major, takes advantage of the Help
Desk’s temporary location in the Henry Student Center.

STORY on Page 5
; R Index )
Public Safety Assesses [News................................. 15
Impacton Campus |Editorial............................ 6-8
, Features. ... 9-11
) } Page 414 |Arts & Entertainment...12-15
P on R i 16-20




NEWS

. SEPTEMBER 13, 2004
CANDIDATES from Front Page

inability to field strong candidates
has hurt parties over all."

Pennsylvania has not voted
Republican since 1988, when it
voted for George H. Bush. After
that, the state went Democratic,
voting for Bill Clinton back to back
in 1992 and 1996, as well as for Al
Gore in 2000.

Baldino said voters in Pennsyl-
vania have a history of ticket split-
ting. "Instead of voting all Demo-
crat or all Republican, PA voters
have a history of voting for dif-
ferent people for different offices."

With such a tight race, both
campaigns are spending an enor-
mous amount of time and money
to come out on top. Along with
this come negative advertise-
ments. Both sides have criticized
the other for past decisions made
and leadership abilities.

"If you ask anybody, most
people would say they hate nega-

tive ads, but then they remember
them and they'll vote on the basis
of them," Baldino said. "They
work." X

Baldino said he predicts there
will be far more negative ads in
the next eight weeks from both
sides. "It's going to get very
nasty. It will probably get even
more personal than it is now be-
cause they work."

If Bush were to win Pennsyl-
vania and keep the same states
he won in 2000, he would not only
win the Electoral College, but the
popular vote as well. This is some-
thing that Bush did not do in last
election.

Young voters, now more than
ever, are a target in this election.
Candidates are aiming towards
college students and hitting is-

* sues important to them. In a

Newsweek.com/Genext poll con-
ducted in August, results showed

Kerry leading Bush with 50 per-
cent to 41 percent among regis-
tered voters under 30.

Another poll, however, tells a
different story. A CNN/USA To-
day poll revealed that Bush had
1% lead over Kerry. Bush had
48% support among likely voters
in Pennsylvania, whereas Kerry
was trailing with 47% in the
Septmeber 9 poll.

It is too close to tell right now
who has the edge in Pennsylva-
nia. Both candidates have the
potential to run away with the
state. The Kerry/Edwards cam-
paign said there is a lot of time
between now and November 2, so
residents in NEPA can expect to
see Kerry, Edwards, and their fami-
lies return. Numerous calls fo the
Bush/Cheney campaign for spe-
cifics on return dates were
unsucessful.

&%
The Beacon/Gabe LeDonne

Lynne and Dick Cheney address a crowd member at the invitation-only
“Town Hall Meeting” at the MartsCenter Gym on August 25, 2004.
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Senator John Edwards speaks of his “two Americas” at Kirby Park
September 1, 2004 during a Democratic rally.

BEACON

Serving the community through fair and accurate reporting
while supporting the views and opinions of our readers.

Editorial Staff

Editor-in-Chief: Gabe LeDonne

Managing Editor: Lindsey Wotanis

News Editor: Kristin Kile

Op/Ed Editor: Rebecca Goodman

Features Editor: Jamie Babbitt

A&E Editor: Elvira llliano

Sports Editor: Ariel Cohen

Photo Editor: Nick Zmijewski

Advertising Managers: Erin Rovinsky
Stephanie Rodano

Advisor: Dr. Andrea Breemer Frantz

s Esablished in 1936
s PA Newspaper Association Member
» Printed on Mondays during the academig school year.

wilkesbeacon@hotmail.com

Box 111, Wilkes University
192 South Franklin Street
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18766
(570) 408-5903
www.wilkesbeacon.com




———

SEPTEMBER 13, 2004

side of the courthouse.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Courtesy: Associated Press

Fine for Students Caught Drinking at Teacher's Home

PEARSALL, TX: Dozens of high school students cited for underage drinking
when police busted a post-football game bash at a teacher's home have pleaded no
contest. Forty-two Pearsall High School football players, cheerleaders and band
members were fined $65 each, a municipal court clerk said.

Police went to the teacher's home on August 28 after finding an unconscious
female student by a road. She was treated for alcohol poisoning and released.

Authorities have not identified the teacher, who is suspended with pay pending an
investigation.

Officials said the teacher and her husband claimed they were asleep upstairs and
did not know the students were drinking alcohol in their home. Hernandez said he
wants to determine if the couple supplied the alcohol.

Officials said the teacher and her husband claimed they were asleep upstairs and
did not know the students were drinking alcohol in their home. Police Chief Roland
Hernandez said he wants to determine if the couple supplied the alcohol.

Fraternity Shut down After Student's Death

DENVER, Colorado: The Colorado State University chapter of a fraternity where a
19-year-old woman was found dead was shut down the same day the school's Greek
system adopted rules barring alcohol from sorority and fraternity houses and some
parties.

The Sigma Pi house was closed Thursday after university officials said an investi-
gation turned up violations of alcohol rules during the past year.

Samantha Spady, a sophomore business major from Beatrice, Nebraska, was found
dead in a lounge at the fraternity house Sunday.

Police suspect drinking contributed to her death and have ruled out foul play. The
Larimer County coroner had not determined the cause of death.

- Man beats Girlfriend with Gator; Goes to Jail

DAYTONA BEACH, FL: A man who swung an alligator at his girlfriend during an
argument was sentenced to six months in jail.

Sheriff’s officials said David Havenner was keeping the 3-foot gator in hlS bathtub
and swung it at his glrlfnend Nancy Monico, 39, during an argument on July 16.

Havenner told investigators that Monico bit his hand because she was upset that
they had run out of alcohol.

The alligator was later released into the St. Johns River, wildlife

commission officials said.

Monument For Draft Dodgers in the Works

NELSON, British Columbia: U.S. draft dodgers who fled to Canada are finally get-
ting some recogmuon--m Canada.

Artists and activists in this picturesque lakeside town have announced plans for a
bronze monument and festival to honor them.

Dennis Klein, a sculptor and teacher at Kootenay School of the Arts, and artist
Naomi Lewis have been chosen to make a memorial depicting Canadians embracmg the
hands of American resisters.

City Hall Thief Sentenced to 40 years

AUSTIN, TX: You may not be able to fight city hall, but you can steal from it - at
least for awhile.

John David Woods has been sentenced to 40 years in prison for stealing more than
$100,000 from 24 city halls across Texas to pay off Internet gambling debts.

Prosecutors said Woods, 34, had developed a system during the three-year string
of thefts: He would rent a car, drive to another town, sneak mto the city hall and take all
the money he could find.

* Mary Jane Found Growing Outside Police Headquarters
GREEN BAY, WI: Deputies didn't have to go far to find this man]uana It was

: growing right outside their Green Bay headquarters.

Green Bay television station WLUK-TYV reported Tuesday that it received a tip and
alerted the Brown County Sheriff's Department about the pot in a planter on the south
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Overtime Law Changes
Cause Concern

BY JULIE MELF
Beacon Asst. News Editor

Over the past few weeks a lot of atten-
tion has been given to overtime laws and
their affect on the nation. But what exactly
is the overtime law and why has it been
getting so much attention?

According to CNN and Congressman
Kanjorski's office, in March 2003, the Bush
Administration's Secretary of Labor, Elaine
Chao, announced a proposal that would
significantly alter the nation's overtime pay
rules. This act would change the adminis-
trative regulations governing the exemp-
tion of certain "bona fide executive, admin-
istrative, and professional, employees."
This proposal caused considerable contro-
Versy.

More recently, on August 23, 2004, the
Bush administration's final regulations on
overtime pay went into effect. However,

these regulations were short-lived. This

past Thursday, the House of Representa-
tives voted 223-193 to roll back the new
Bush administration rules governing over-
time pay.

"Overtime pay is extremely important to
the millions of American families using the
extra money earned by working overtime
to cover their essential expenses. In addi-

“tion to these costs, this money also helps

many families to send children to college,
save for their retirement, or even take a
dream vacation," stated Congressman Paul
E. Kanjorski.

According to the Department of Labor
and Industry, the Fair Labor Standards Act
(FLSA) is the primary federal statute deal-
ing with oyvertime pay. Originally passed
into law by Congress in 1938, it requires
that employers pay salaried workers time-
and-a-half for hours worked in excess of 40
per week.

Exceptions were built into the act in re-
sponse to both economics and public

policy concerns. For instance, employees
that are classified as "bona fide executive,
administrative or professional employees"
are exempted from receiving overtime pay
based on their job duties. What constitutes
an executive, administrative, or profes-
sional employee however, has been left to
the Secretary of Labor to define.

"The problem with all of this is govern-
ment is deciding how much an individual
is getting paid rather than the market," said
Dr. Anthony Liuzzo, professor of business
and economics and director of the Wilkes
University MBA program.

Because of these changes, salaried
workers earning $23,660 annually or less
are eligible for overtime pay. Middle class
salaried workers who fall between $23,660
and $100,000 a year might lose overtime
based on a duties test. This test describes
the tasks that determine whether a worker
is eligible or ineligible for overtime.

"I just don't think it's right. Some people
sacrifice their lives and broke their backs
for so many years to get these laws and
they're just being totally railroaded," said
Tara Priest, junior business administration
mMajor.

While many college students may find
themselves exempt from the law, it may not
be for long.

"When we get out, it will be entry level
jobs, but that's just for the first few years.
Eventually you will work your way up the
chain of command and that's something
you have to worry about," explained Priest.

According to Congressman Kanjorski,
the U.S. Department of Labor advises that,
where an employee is subject to both the
state and federal overtime laws, the em-
ployee is entitled to overtime according to
the higher standard. Pennsylvania is one
of the states that has its own overtime regu-
lations, which means Pennsylvania work-
ers will see little change to their overtime

pay.

Student
Govemment
Notes

Both the Student Political
Action Forum and Lacrosse
Team were approved by

SG to be recognized as a
club.

Motion passed to grant
The Beacon $4,876 to
furnish their new office.

Homecoming weekend will be held on
October 8 and 9. The dinner/dance will

be on October 8 and the pep rally will be
held on October 9.

A meeting for freshmen interested in
running for SG will be held
September 13 at 3pm in the
Hiscox Meeting Room.
Nominations are due
September 16-17 and elections
will be held on September
21

SG meets every
Wednesday at
5:30pmin the

Hiscox Meeting

Wkoom, Ist Floor of the Henry

Student Center. Meetings are open
to the public.
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GRANT from Front Page

very, very difficult grant to get.
. So, when someone receives it, it
tends to move an institution up
to another level of national rec-
ognition," said Loeschke. "People
are going to be watching us
[Wilkes], because people who get
these are people on the move."

But it is the future students of
Wilkes University who will ben-
efit the most from this funding.
Loeschke believes the program
put in place with these monies will
increase retention and student
satisfaction, and also increase the
number of students the Univer-
sity graduates.

The funding will provide addi-
tional resources in four areas: stu-
dent academic support, an elec-
tronic learning portfolio, faculty
development, and advising--
something Wilkes is already
hailed for in the academic commu-
nity.

Both Loeschke and Dr. Paul

scripts, learning philosophy, re-
sumes, writing samples, projects,
and even artwork. Both students
and their advisors will have ac-
cess to the portfolio, which will
streamline the advising process.
Students will also be able to use
the portfolio in the internship or
job search process. "Most uni-
versities can't touch providing
that," said Loeschke.

Finally, the grant will support
faculty development, providing
training on advising and the elec-
tronic learning portfolio.

According to Anne Pelak, Di-
rector of Grant Support, the funds
will be released over a five-year
period. Additionally, the grant
provisions allow the University
to put 20% of the grant in a re-
stricted University Title III en-
dowment, provided the Univer-
sity matches that amount through
fund-raising efforts. Over five
years, $350,000 of the grant

People are going to be watching us
[Wilkes], because people who get these
are people on the move. :
Dr. Maravene Loeshke
University Provost

Adams, Vice President of Student
Affairs, feel strongly that a great
advising program is critical to a
student's academie, professional
and personal success.
"Advising is about helping a
young person plan a life. The more
effectively we can do that, the
more likely they will be able to
achieve their goals," said Adams.

The new and improved advis-
ing system will put a more solid
advising team in place in each of
the four schools, giving students
not only one advisor, but several
mentors that will help guide them
on their learning journey at
Wilkes.

In addition to beefing up ad-
vising, the grant will provide funds
to increase academic support in
the more challenging academic ar-
eas, like calculus and organic
chemistry, for example. More tu-
tors will be available in and out of
the classroom, and a coordinator
will oversee the program.

An electronic learning portfo-

lio will also be available to all in-
coming freshmen beginning next

year. This portfolio (iWebfolio)

will allow students to post their
academic and extracurricular tran-

money will be put into the endow-

“ment fund and be matched by the

University. That money will be
earning interest over the period
of the grant and beyond. "At
the end of the grant, we'll have
roughly $700,000 in endowed
funds which will contribute to
ongoing support of Title III
projects when the grant ends,"
said Pelak. 2

Those responsible for crafting
this more than 60-page grant pro-
posal included Dr. Maravene
Loeschke, Provost; Dr. Paul
Adams, Vice President of Student
Affairs; Tom Thomas, Director
of the Learning Center; Blake
Mackesy, Learning Specialist;
Joan McDonald, Director of In-
stitutional Research and Strate-
gic Planning; and Anne Pelak, Di-
rector of Grant Support.

This grant is a major accom-
plishment for the University and
will not only help to shape the
undergraduate experience in
years to come, but also increase
the chances for getting additional
grant money in the future. "It has
the potential to be transforma-
tional," said Pelak.

Air Force ROTC to Close
Wilkes Detatchment

BY KEVIN FITZSIMMONS
Beacon Correspondent

In 2007, Wilkes University,
along with four other schools, will
be closing their Air Force ROTC
programs. Two other universities
will close their programs in 2005.

"ROTC, for as long as it's been
here, has been a very valuable
contributor to the community,
and I think we all regret that they
will not be here any longer," said
Dr. Paul Adams, Vice President of
Student Affairs.

With the cost of college tuition
climbing higher, ROTC scholar-
ships serve as a solid form of fi-
nancial aid for students who need
it. According to Air Force ROTC
Headquarters, over 7,000 cadets
are on Air Force scholarships na-
tionwide. An agreement has been
reached that will allow current
Wilkes freshmen with ROTC
scholarships to complete their
program and remain on track for
graduation in 2008.

The AFROTC program as a
whole has shown a 30% growth

in the last three years, according
to headquarters. On the contrary,
20% of the detachments have held
steady or declined.in enrollnfent.
A declining enrollment at Wilkes
University is the major reason for
the closure.

"Obviously they'll be missed.
Whatever void they create, the
challenge will be on us to find
ways to fill it," said Adams.

Wilkes University's Air Force
Detachment 752 is still accepting
sophomores, juniors, or seniors
interested in the ROTC as long as
they will graduate by or before the
summer of 2007.

Freshmen who are not enrolled
in the program and are interested
in competing for an in-college
scholarship and enrollment allo-
cation will still have the opportu-
nity. However, they will not be able
to activate it with this program. It
will be necessary for them to trans-
fer to another school and detach-
ment by the end of their freshmen
or sophomore year, according to
information provided by AFROTC
Headquarters.

The ROTC's lack of presence
on campus will not go unnoticed.

"They remind us of the sacri-
fices people have been willing to
make in support of the nation's
freedoms," said Adams.

The ROTC program offered
students interested in military ca-
reers an option in conjunction
with academia. Even though the
ROTC will be missed, the decision
to close the detachment isn't sur-
prising.

"They're like every other orga-
nization in this country, and they
need to leverage their resources
to the best of their ability," said
Adams.

Wilkes University AFROTC Lt.
Colonel Jane Vesperman referred

_all questions to Ann Easterling

with Air University's Public Af-
fairs. Although Vesperman and
Easterling were quoted previously
in another publication, both
would not comment at this time
and challenged the validity of
those previous statements.

The Beacon/Kristin Kile

Members of Wilkes’ Air Force ROTC at the Wilkes-Barre Veterans Day.
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Wilkes Restructurmg Sees Major Changes in Several Offices

BY JULIE MELF
Beacon Ass. News Editor

This article is Pgrt 1 in a three-part

series reporting on the reorganizational . |

changes that have taken place at the uni-
versity during and since the summer. This
section details the changes in the Student
Affairs Office. The second part of the se-
ries will discuss the changes within the
President's Cabinet and its affects on de-
velopment initiatives and the capital cam-
paign. The final installment will explore
the University's policies regarding
hirings and separations associated with
restructuring.

This summer, in response to consultant
recommendations, student surveys, and

ongoing strategic planning, several offices

on campus saw major change. Some made
changes to the level of services, and some
saw the separation of employees as part of
a larger plan to change university direc-
tion in those areas.

After many discussions with his cabi-
net and approval from the Board of Trust-
ees, President Joseph E. (Tim) Gilmour an-
nounced changes in adminsitrative struc-
ture that would take place at Wilkes. The
first of those major changes, and perhaps
the most evident to students is the restruc-
turing of the Student Affairs department.

"Student Affairs was reorganized to
better support the goals of the Signature

The eacon/Gabe LeDonne
Phil Ruthkosky,

Director of Student Development -~

Undergraduate Experience. This reorgani-
zation was accomplished with no new
funds," explained Gilmour.

Many new positions in the area of Stu-
dent Affairs were created to carry out its
functions. Philip Ruthkosky, who formerly
served as the coordinator of Cooperative
Education, heads the newly created Stu-
dent Development office as its director.
While he will still oversee internships and

OFF CAMPUS HOUSING

CITY SUITES
RAMADA INN

Carpeting

Cable TV
Private Bath

Kitchenetle

High Speed Internet Access
Free Parking

Air Conditioning
Restaurant Iacility

Full Furnished Available

Local Telephone Included

Linen Service Available

Maid Service Available
Staffing 24/7

Sprinkler System

% Color TV, AM/FM Clock Radio
Wake Up Calls

Efficiencies, IBR & 2BR Suites
Alfordably Priced
Exceeds on campus living amenities
Personal Guided Tours

Call GM Tony Grosek, 570-824-7100, Ext. 2251

cooperative education, his resposibilties
will be expanded to include volunteer work,
community service, campus interfaith,
multicultural affairs, leadership programs
and extracurricular activities.

"We are basically trying to take the ex-
tracurricular and co-curricular activities at
Wilkes and enhance them, to not only add
value to what you're learning in the class-
room, but also continue to give you a sense
of community, social responsibility, ethics,
and developing your own sense of self-

- leadership," said Ruthkosky.

Ruthkosky is currently interviewing ap-
plicants for two additional new positions.
The positions are for leadership develop-
ment and community service, and both co-
ordinators will reside on campus.

"Student life isn't between 8:30 a.m. and

. 4:30 pm. only. We want to bring back that

opportunity to have involvement at night
to develop more of a community atmo-
sphere where students can have somebody
helping them organize activities at nontra-

ditional hours," explained Ruthkosky

A Wellness Coordinator is another new
position that has been added and falls un-
der the category of Student Affairs.

"When we received the resignation from
Gail Minichiello (Coordinator of Commu-
nity Service), it gave us an opportunity to
look more broadly at the whole area of stu-
dent development and how we can maxi-
mize our opportunities," explained Dr. Paul
Adams, Vice President for Student Affairs.

Minichello resigned over the summer
after being offered a job in Maine.

Offices all throughout campus have
been affected by the restructuring. Alumni,
Marketing Communications, and Student
Activities are among many of the depart-
ments involved with these changes.

"As with any change, there will be a
transition period for six to eight months in
some parts for the organization. We be-
lieve this transition will be well worth the
long-term benefits that these organiza-
tional changes will bring," said Gilmour.

Help Desk Moves South

BY JOSEPH DEANGELIS
Beacon Layout Artist

The Information Technology Help
Desk has once again moved. Where, this
time? Approximately 2,000 miles south of
here.

All information technology (IT) ser-
vices, including Help Desk operations, are
now run by SunGuard, a computer techni-
cian company located outside Orlando in
Maitland, Florida, that assists college cam-
puses across the country with their com-
puter needs. Students can now reach com-
puter technicians 24 hours a day, seven
days a week by calling the Help Desk at
408-HELP (4357). The contact number has
not changed; however, the calls are now
routed to Florida and are answered by tech-
nicians who are not on site at Wilkes. This
change is to improve Information

. Technology's ability to help students with

computer needs on campus.

"You can get an operator really at any-
time during the day," said Tom Weeks, the
Network Manager at Wilkes, about the
new Help Desk. The previous Help Desk
was located in Stark Hall and was only
open during regular business hours. It was
then difficult for a student to get help with
his/her computer outside the usual busi-
ness hours.

When a call is made to the help desk, a
trouble-ticket is placed for a work-order
on a student's computer that needs assis-
tance. The technicians on campus only
work on Level One problems, such as ba-
sic troubleshooting, finding PIN numbers,
and finding e-mail passwords.

"We really don't deal that much with
the student computers," said Weeks. "For
most basic things we can go ahead and
help out with that."

‘When more complicated problems hap-
pen, like hard-drive repairs or program in-

stallation, Weeks recommends that the stu-
dent goes to a local repair shop.

"For the most part, we won't be able to
do that," said Joseph Nalbone, lab man-
ager. for desktop support, on solving the
more difficult problems. IT also offered sup-
port assistance in the Henry Student Cen-
ter building for the first two weeks of
classes. Technicians were on hand to fix
any level one problems student had.

Every call placed to the Help Desk goes
through the office of Gary Ingerick, the CIO
for SunGuard. "We're really waiting [to see]
how it works through this year," Ingerick
said.

In order to get the general perception of
how the new Help Desk is working, the IT
department has sent out an on-line survey
to students via e-mail. The results of the
survey are not yet available.

"It really provides good feedback for how
we're doing as an IT department,” said
Weeks. "I think the online survey is prob-
ably the best way to get the temperature
and the pulse of how the community feels
about us.'

Ingerick, however, believes he has proof
that the new Help Desk can be more effec-
tive. In the month of August alone, 58 per-
cent of 1,108 trouble-tickets have been fixed.

Other improvements over the summer by
IT include the installation of approximately
300 new Dell computers around campus.
"Dell really provided the best mix of price
and service," Weeks noted.

The new computers include 13 new Dells
in the anatomy and physiology lab, 12 new ,
Dells in the new psychology lab, 28 new
Toshiba Tablets in the biology labs, 45 new
Dells in the computer lab in Breiseth 006, 22
Power Books in Breiseth 002 and five new
Dells in the Bedford computer lab. Up-
grades have also been made to the comput-
ers in the Rifkin Deli and at the Pharmacy
Information Center.
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in Voting Process

BY THE BEACON
EDITORIALSTAFF

A statistic regularly cited, es-
pecially in Presidential election
years, is that 18-24 year olds are
the least likely age group to vote.
It's a depressing fact indeed, but
a figure that would surely be
more depressing, if it could be
calculated, -is the number of
people in any age group who are
poorly informed about what the
candidates running for office ac-
tually stand for.

The airwaves and internet
have become more and more satu-
rated over the past year with so-
called news about the presiden-
tial race, and-as the election draws
closer, the deluge will only grow
in intensity. However, when we
look at the information being pre-
sented to the American public,
the vast majority of it is com-
pletely useless. The fact that
John Kerry fell while skiing, or
that George W. Bush fell off a dirt
bike, has absolutely nothing at
all to do with either man's capac-
ity for leadership or their stance
on the issues currently affecting
the country.

If we are looking to point fin-
gers and assign blame for this fo-
cus on trivial and irrelevant de-
tails, we have several places from
which to start. But the largest
portion of the guilt likely rests on
the shoulders of cable television.

The Fox News channel has
come under quite a bit of justifi-
able criticism lately for the huge
degree of bias in their reporting,
but that is not to say that the
other cable news networks are
objective angels. Whether con-
servative, liberal, or merely sen-

sational, there is no such thing as
a completely unbiased news
source. Because what we, as tele-
vision consumers, come to view
as "the news" is assembled and
reported beings in search of high
ratings, and each and every one
of them has their own views on
the subjects they report, it is im-
possible to get a completely ob-

jective view of just about any-:

thing.

This human falhblllty, com-
bined with the drive of 24-hour
news networks to find new things
to report, and the focus on brev-
ity that a half-century of catch
phrases and jingles has instilled
into the American subconscious,
makes for a political news atmo-
sphere that is entertaining at best,
and completely useless at worst.
Any discussion of important is-
sues is condensed into a 30 sec-
ond sound byte

And the candidates don't seem
to be complaining, either.

This focus on the trivial cre-
ates a climate that allows both can-
didates to almost completely ig-
nore touchy subjects. They give
us feel-good quotes along the
lines of, "My plan will accomplish
X, Y, and Z," and the crowd goes
wild. Nowhere is there an actual
discussion of what exactly the
"plan" is, and how exactly it will
accomplish its goals.

While voting is the responsi-
bility of all eligible citizens in a
representative democracy like our
own, the other, far more important
facet of this responsibility is be-
ing as well-informed about the
candidates we vote for as possible
so that we can be confident that
we are making the best choice for
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Voter Education Most Important Step
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our country.

Actually voting is the easy part. -

Not registered? No problem,
the application process is quite
simple.

There are a variety of ways
you can go about registering to
vote. Much of the application
process is based in the area of
your primary residence. Regis-
tering can be done in person at
any designated county voter
registration site.

If you are a resident of Penn-
sylvania, the Department of State
website provides various cred-
ible links to designated registra-
tion spots throughout the state.
The website also provides a link
where actual voter registration
forms can be downloaded and
printed out, leaving the voter to
do the last step, which is mailing
the form to the local county reg-
istration committee.

And, because The Beacon
stands firmly behind the belief
that community engagement and
activism is essential to any
healthy democracy, readers can
go to our website,
www.wilkesbeacon.com and click

“ e
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Presidential Campaign Poll
The Wyoming Valley
www.dependency.com

6 Third Party Ballots
Nickle For Your Thoughts

on the link Vote'04
to learn more about
voter registration.
Being confident
that you are making
the best decision
about who to vote for
is nowhere near as
simple. Since the major
news networks and the
candidates are not detailed
enough sources about what is ac-
tually going on, the responsibil-
ity of becoming well-informed
must be fulfilled elsewhere.

The internet can be an invalu-
able tool, if you know where to
look. The candidates' websites
are a good place to start, as they
will often include a much more de-
tailed version and explanation of
their platforms than you will ever
hear them give in public address.

Then, since there is no truly
unbiased news source, read and
digest what openly partisan col-
umnists have to say. Read as
much as you can on the issues,
and on the candidates' plans to
deal with the issues, by both ada-
mant liberals and conservatives.
Then read what they have to say
about each other. Read as much
as you possibly can. This will
help you piece together your own
opinions, to truly understand
where the candidates stand on
issues that are important to you,
and to be confident that, come
November, should you choose to
put your newfound education to
good use, you will be voting for
candidates that best match what
you honestly believe.

Beacon Poll Results

The following are the results
of a straw poll conducted by
The Beacon on September 9,
2004 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
in the Student Center.

Are you planning to vote
in the upcoming preszdennal
election?

YES -84%
NO -16%

If yes, for whom will you
cast your ballot?

KERRY - 53%
BUSH - 36%
NADER - 2%
UNDECIDED - 9%

Next week's poll question:
Do you believe the war in
Iraq was a justified/neces-
sary move on the part of our
government?

Visit www.wilkesbeacon.com
to cast your vote.Results will
be published in next week's

*The poll was unscientific and does not claim to reflect the overall feel of students on campus. Results based on 207 responses. issue of The Beacon..

As a student of Wilkes Univer-
sity, you spend a great deal of
your time in the city of Wilkes-
Barre. Plans have been made to
begin construction on a movie
theater in the city. What effect
do you think the new movie
theater project will have on
downtown Wilkes-Barre?

David Straub
Junior, accounting major
"Having a movie theater down-
town is better than having a hole
downtown."
Paola Pardo
Junior, pol. sci. /communications
major
"I think that we should have
one because not only Wilkes, but
King's, too, would benefit. Plus,
there are not a lot of things to do
around here. It'll be fun.”

Jessica Alinsky

Junior, political science major
"It will be beneficial to stu-

dents, but also the public, because

it will provide something to do.

Plus, it is in walking distance of

campus."

Lindsey Klish

Sophomore, pre-pharmacy major
"I think that a movie theater

will hopefully bring a lot more to

do downtown, especially within

walking distance."

Matt Navin

Sophomore, history/ed.. major
"I would hope for a downtown

revitalization for the youth of

Wilkes-Barre."

Ben Kushner
Senior, Englzsh ma]or

"I think anything to revitalize
the downtown area would be posi-

tive as long as they can take care

of any traffic or parking problems
that will arise.”

R




——y

A

whon it's finally dawned upon
v eahng as, we‘li another week in

atter for great lengths after the tnp and dxscovered that, when 1t
wn to it, tho Valley ain't half bad Sure, driving through the Poconos isn't in

ling anything as awe-inspiringly vacant
course Pocono Downs is a laughable

N
Yet, depite all of th

I mean, in Ne:

. some quick mart in

_ we almost drove off a clif
a streetlight for 200 miles

alien spacecraft, Worse y

stench that brings to mind r
I could go on and on wit
see the point by now. Just tak

ThegﬂeaconlLindsey Wotanis

Vozce.s'

I am writing to express my_grantudc that the title of a Wilkes News headline has
been changed from "Cheney puts family 1st to "Vice President Dick Cheney Makes
Campaign Stop at Wilkes University.” Although the title and article were taken from
Brett Marcy of the Times Leader, when broadcast on the Wilkes main web page this
presents an inappropriate political message for the University.

 Granted, Cheney's family did take part in the event. However, I find it contradictory
to state that any man who so vi ’orously supports an unjust war that has killed
fathers, mothers, sons, and daug hters on both sxdes a man who "puts famlly ﬁrst" -
cspecmlly on the Wilke website. . .
The ori iginal headline appears to be another nght-wmg mculcanon Wh.lCh conserva-
: Amenca uses to justify their msxdlous actions. Thankfully, the new headline on
'the website smctly ‘addresses an amde of news. I think that is of utmost unportance
for Wilkes Umvcrs;ty—to remain pubhcly apolitical at this time. :
1am unsure why the \Vxlkes Marketmg Communications Depanment covered thls

; on—caﬁipus event yet chose to pubhsh article from Marcy on the university
’ _,vmzthlsc ange' .

What Do YOU Think?

Is there an issue that you feel strongly about and want to comment on? Did you
read something that you have formed a dissenting-opinion about and want to voice
it?

The Beacon wants your voice to be heard.

We are looking for columnists to express their views in an intelligent, humorous,
coherent manner. If you are interested please contact The Beacon with the
following information:

1 Contact information including your email address and a phone number where
you can be reached.

2 A 300-word sample on a topic of your choice.
' 3 A paragraph about yourself, including where you stand on major societal issues.

Send your samples to:

wilkesbeacon@hotmail.com
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Wllkes Embraces World Wide Web of Dependency

BY WICHITAH LENG
Beacon Columnist

; In these fast times that we live in, what
would happen if we hit a speed bump?

Sometime during the frenzied resident
move in, Wilkes
University's dormitory
internet decided to re-
ject its new patrons.

I first noticed it Sun-
day night, as did many
of my new residents in
the 325/327 S. River St.
apartments. I am the
Resident Assistant of
that particular dorm. I
received phone call af-
ter phone call wonder-
ing why the internet
was not up and running.
I told them that they
could call the "HELP"
line and that someone

there may better answer their queries.
Some asked where the HELP line folks were
located. For the first week, at least, I could
say that there would be some support in
terms of computer configuration at the

; The Beacon/Nick Zmijewski
Ricardo WIllliams searches the web at an Internet station.

Third Party Votes Strive
for Ballot Representation

BY J.W.DAVIES
Beacon Columnist

A few weeks ago, presidential hopeful
Ralph Nader and running mate Peter
Camejo were dealt a serious blow when
the Commonwealth Court of Pennsylva-
nia ruled that they were not eligible to ap-
pear as Independents on the state's ballot
for the upcoming presidential election.

The decision was based on the fact
that, in May, Nader had already accepted
the nomination of the Reform Party, which,
according to Pennsylvania law, disquali-
fies a candidate seeking to run as an Inde-
pendent. Peter Camejo was also disquali-
" fied when the court found that he was a
registered member of the Green Party in
California.

Although this appears to be a simple
misstep by the Nader campaign, it illus-
trates just how hard it is for a third party
* candidate to compete in a tightly con-
tested, two-party race. With Pennsylva-
nia as one of those "states to watch" in
the election, it would not be surprising to
see many John Kerry supporters seeking
restraining orders against Nader and dis-
allowing even a mention of his name in
their polling district.

It was only a week after Nader turned
in his application for nomination when
Pennsylvania Democrats filed a suit ask-
ing for a review of his nominating peti-
tions. The review, however, was never car-
ried out since the court's ruling managed
to take care of the "Nader problem" alto-

gether.

This could be a sign that Democrats fear
they are losing their edge in Pennsylvania.
In 2000, Al Gore had no problem taking the
state by more than 200,000 votes and Nader
posed no threat bringing in only 103,000
votes. It appears, however, that after four
years President Bush has won over a con-
siderable number of Pennsylvanians. It is
also possible that Senator John Kerry just
doesn't have the Gore factor, whatever that
may be.

All violations of Ralph Nader's First and
Fourteenth Amendment rights aside, this
is not a total loss for Pennsylvanians who
refuse to sell their votes to the rich white
men. There are still a few third party candi-
dates on the Pennsylvania ballot such as:
Michael A. Peroutka of the Constitution
Party, Michael Badnarik of the Libertarian
Party, and David K. Cobb, the Green Party

_candidate from California. These candi-

dates much like Nader, all suffer from a lack
of exposure and campaign funding, but they
are accessible. Each candidate has his own
web site and their respective parties fea-
ture a great deal of information on their sites.
It is the duty of any undecided voter, or
even for those who already have their minds
made up, to be as informed as possible be-

* fore casting his or her vote,

Be aware of slick advertising. We do
have choices and our responsibility is to
learn about them and cast informed bal-
lots.

Henry Student Center.

However, other than that, if you wanted
someone from Wilkes to physically take a
look at it, you would have to drive to our
level one technical support center located
in our neighboring town of, yup you
guessed it, Orlando, Florida. Iknow I would
not want to drive out there in the middle of
hurricane season. But, I'm sure that there
is someone around on campus to help us

ut... I hope.

When problems like these arise, we feel
like cavemen living in the Stone Age; we're
confined mice stuck with no escape in our
cage dorm rooms. And yet, Wilkes is not
the only place in the world that relies on
the Internet, for it is a world wide web of
dependency.

It's amazing how we as a society have
become so dependent upon such an intan-
gible object as the internet. Think about it,
can you actually see the internet? Its real-
ity is a jungle of wires, CAT-5 cables, rout-
ers, servers and flux capacitors. The resi-
dent students were fortunate enough to
not have internet access in their rooms for
nearly a week. At one point, we were able

“ to search the internet on various web

browsers, but could not get that damned
AOL Instant Messenger to log on. I got
calls about that, too. Some said, "What do
I do? Idon't have IM. I am so bored."

rwihere i-ht’.. Hi
AM 1

IM and the internet have allowed us to
keep in touch with people we love, like,
hate, or pretend we like but actually hate
no matter how far away they are from where
we are. Nevertheless, if these ties are bro-
ken, we go crazy. We have near riots be-
cause we do not know what to do without
internet access. People freak out without
their daily dose of internetazine 15 mg. sup-
positories. There are at least a thousand
students on campus whom we can call on
the phone or meet up with somewhere to
occupy our free time and communicate with
face-to-face. We also have computer labs
with access. But instead, we choose to
protest until something that is mostly out
of our control is magically fixed.

I would not be surprised if internet be-
came a new religion. Every Sunday morn-
ing we could sing songs about how great
the internet is, or we could just download
them. At night before bed, we could pray
to the great Internet and let it know that we
were ready to lay our heads to rest, or we
could just put up an away message saying
that we are sleeping. While in services at
our computers, we could donate money to-
wards not allowing the evil spirits of the
internet to infiltrate our lives, or we could
just give them our credit card number and
download the newest pop-up blocker.

o
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Early Plannmg Eases Housmg Crunch

BY JAMIE BABBITT
Beacon Features Editor

Wilkes University's S?rategic Long-
Range Plan projects enrollment to increase
to 4,000 full time students by the year 2010.
This significant boost of students on cam-

pus in the coming years is already causing
Residence Life to feel the effects of the re-
strictions city campuses pose on housing.

With increasing enrollment comes the
need for more housing. Each year as the
numbers are increasing, Residence Life of-
ficials must come together to plan out where
the students will reside.

Last year, the substantial increase in resi-
dential students forced Wilkes to seek off-
campus solutions. Ten East South Street
apartments were used as on campus hous-
ing for some students and a few stayed

temporarily at the Ramada Inn on Public
Square (which is now used as "overflow
housing") until rooms opened up on cam-
pus.

This year, however, planning took place
much earlier in the year to make the housing

The Beacon/Nick Zmijewski
Lili Dibai and Cristine Corser in Slocum Hall, one of the newly rennovated
spaces to accommodate the growing numbers of resident students.

process smoother than it was in the past.

- Wilkes had to plan for almost 100 more resi-

dent students than last year's 775.

According to Gretchen Yeninas, Director
of Residence Life, the department began look-
ing at the situation back in April, while last
year the housing shortage didn't become a
concern until July.

"Last year was a learning experience for
us. So this year we were able to start a lot
earlier and in the long run, it's actually worked
out for us that we were able to get every-
body reasonable accommodations for the

Creative Styles

“ Men, Women & Children’s Styling”
*Student Special*

- $10 dry haircut
$5 off any chemical treatment
*With Ad from the Beacon :

Ovwmer/Stylist: Ann Marie Rodano and Nancy Hann
120 South River St. Plains, PA 18705 (570) 970-4222 By appointment only

start of the year," said Yeninas.
Apparently, the early planning paid
off. According to Yeninas, only two
students had to reside at the Ramada
Inn, and they were able to move onto
campus the first week of classes when
. some beds opened up.
According to Mark Allen, Dean
- of Students, occupancy at Ten East
South Street more than doubled and

apartments on River and Ross
Street. Students were satisfied with

last year, and Allen hopes for a simi-
lar reaction this year.

Additional beds were also
_ added to Slocum Hall, the former
ROTC building. In the past, Wilkes
used the third floor as dorm space.
This year, the entire building was
transformed into a residence hall
to add 30 beds.

While the smaller housing so-
lutions are helping to ease the
housing crunch now, the situation
may become much tighter in the
coming years. According to Allen,
he and Yeninas are "already look-
ing at projected numbers in an effort to
identify suitable housing to meet our
needs for the 05-06 academiic year."

Although there are no plans for
building a new residence hall as of yet,
Yeninas feels that it may become an
option in the future. "I think we're re-
ally getting to a point now that we re-
ally, really need to build something to
make life easier for the students so we
don't have them spread all over the
place.

"There is discussion of building a
new residence hall, but it's just discus-
sion at this point. There have been no
plans made and no holes have started
to be dug on campus... But for the fu-
ture right now, that's a big question
mark," explained Yeninas.

According to Scott Byers, Vice Presi-
dent for Finance and Support Opera-
tions, that question mark is temporary.
"We are at the beginning of develop-
ing a facilities master plan for the cam-
pus which would contemplate any new
buildings or major renovations for the
campus over the next ten years... Our
intent is to have a final master plan by
late January with many opportunities
between now and then for community
input and involvement."

their experience at the apartments -
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TellUs ...

What is your favorite song
on the radio right now?

Ryah Oswald
Freshman, undeclared
"Talk Show on Mute"
by Incubus

Brandon Ingraham
Junior, political :
science major
"Vindicated" by
Dashboard
Confessional

Jason Acquaye
Freshman, business
major

"Lock Up" by Akon

Ken Gareau
Freshman,
pharmacy major
"Make a Move"
by the Lost
Prophets

Melissa Steber
Junior, business
major

"Float On" by Modest
Mouse
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Speech and Debate Endowed by Prof. Emeritas

BY VICKY WHITE
Beacon Asst. Features Editor

Thanks to the generosity of one man,
the Wilkes Speech and Debate Team re-
cently received a new lease on life.

Dr. Harold E. Cox, Wilkes University Ar-
chivist and Professor Emeritas of History,
donated $150,000 to the speech and de-
bate team to en-
sure the continu-
ance of the pro-
gram at Wilkes.

The past four
years have been
dedicated to re-
building what
was once. a pro-
gram with na-{
tional recogni-
tion. After a pe-
riod of stagnancy
for almost ten
years, the team
was  reestab-
lished and has
been growing
steadily in partici-
pants and
strength since.

At that time,
the speech and
debate team be-
gan competing
regionally and
over a relatively
short period has reaffirmed that the team
is "a force to be reckoned with," said team
President Jessica Niemiec. :

The team is currently ranked fourth in
Pennsylvania, and has two members who
hold district titles. Last year, the team had
four members qualify to com-

tion Studies Department Chairperson.
The team is able to draw interest from
the capital of the endowed fund each year,
which will amount to approximately $6,000-
$7,000 a year. This money ensures that the
team will be able to afford national tourna-
ments, while continuing to rely on Student
Government and other venues for the fund-
ing of regional tournaments. "For the local

tournaments, we rough it. We put six people
in a room and we get there how we can,"
said Niemiec, a senior communication stud-
ies major.

Cox's investment in the Wilkes speech
and debate team this year came as a com-

plish everything that I was trying to do,"
said Cox.

"The team had a good nucleus and
seemed to be rising from the ashes like a
Phoenix. I figured that if we have some-
thing good now, let's give it a little money
and see what it's capable of," Cox added.

The donation will also allow the speech

The Beacon/Nick Zmijewski

The Speech and Debate Team poses with Dr. Harold Cox. (Left to Right): Dr. Harold Cox,
Elvira llliano, Julie Melf, Paul Jakubowski, Meagan Brown, Roger Raby, Keith Hubbard,
Jess Niemiec and Lisa Dreier.

and debate team to reinstate the collegiate
tournament at Wilkes. Currently scheduled
for February, the tournament aims to draw
fifteen to twenty schools for competition.
The tournament and an award will be named
after Cox. The money is also going to be
used to start a summer pro-

gram at Wilkes for high

pete in the national tourna-
ment, the most prestigious

could only afford to send one
member.

The ever-growing team
had been faced with financial

| wanted something that could be done with a relatively
tournament that is held, but Modest amount of money that would hopefully have a
because of the lack of funds, major impact, not only internally but externally as well.
Dr. Harold E. Cox

Prof. Emeritas of History
University Archivist

school students.

Another benefit of the do-
nation is the stability that it
affords the speech and de-
bate team in the years to
come. The University has
committed to hiring a speech

hardships since it was re-

and debate full-time coach, as

‘started. By petitioning Stu-
dent Government, doing fundraisers, and
relying on financial support from the Com-
munication Studies Department, the Deans
and the Provost, the team was able to com-
pete in many regional tournaments. Un-
fortunately, the team was running on the
"The biggest benefit of this donation
is that the money will allow them [the team]
to attend national tournaments each year,"
said Dr. Jane Elmes-Crahall, Communica-

plete surprise to the recipients, but he
pointed out that it was a logical fit for what
he wanted to do with his money. "I wanted
something that could be done with a rela-
tively modest amount of money that-would
hopefully have a major impact, not only
internally but externally as well--preferably
something that would benefit Wilkes' repu-
tation in the liberal arts. After speaking
with Dr. Elmes-Crahall one day, I realized
that donating to the team would accom-

the team has been largely stu-
dent-run for the past four years. The first
full-time coach will be hired for the 2005-
2006 year, and will also be teaching some
courses in public speaking in the Commu-
nication Studies Department.

Cox is notably modest about the gift.
"Buildings fall down, doors get removed
or renovated, a living memorial I think is
better than a physical one. This will extend
my fifteen minutes of fame to perhaps forty-
five, but not any more than that."

The Beacon would like-to
welcome the followin
new faculty members t

the University:

Amy Bradley, Ph.D., Assistant
Professor of Chemistry
Jennifer Edmonds, M.B./

 Instructor of Business

Administration

Gerard Emershaw, Ph.D.,
Instructor of Philosophy -
Teresa Fallon, M.F.A., "
Designer and Production g
Manager for the Visual and’
Performing Arts '
Edward Fox, D.B.A., Visiti
Assistant Professor of Business a8
Administration E

Rita Kryzneski Ives, M.S:N.

R.N.,A.O.C.N,, Visiting

Assistant Professor of Nursi

Bernie Kovacs, ML.A., Visi

Assistant Professor of English
Kyle Kreider, Ph.D., Assistant

Edward Li, Pharm.D., Ass
Professor of Pharmacy Practi
Daniel Longyhore, Pharm
Assistant Professor of Ph
Practice

Dan McCune, Ph.D., Assi
Professor of Pharmaceutical
Sciences

Suzanne Murray, M.S. in
Special Education, Visiting
Instructor of Education

Dr. Julie Olenak, Pharm.] ,-
Assistant Professor of Ph &
Practice :
Manuel David Ospina-
Giraldo, Ph.D., Visiting

Assistant Professor of Biology

Sergio Pedro, M. A., Visiti

Instructor of Spanish

Hernando Trujillo, Ph.D

Assistant Professor of Chemistr

John Michael Vore, M.F:A%;

Visiting Assistant Professo

English L

Dr. Adam Welch, Pharm.D.

Assistant Professor of P
Practice
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Public Safety Changes Assessed

BY JESS NIEMIEC
Beacon Staff Writer

Last summer, the Public Safety office
underwent a change that shocked many
on campus.

Every position held by a University
public safety officer was terminated, and a
new, much more stringent interviewing and
recruiting policy was adopted. Of the ten
full-time and one part-time officer currently
employed at Wilkes, only three were in ser-
vice prior to the reorganization.

Many people wonder if such a dra-
matic change was worthwhile. According
to Christopher Bailey, Director of Campus
Support Services, it was. "I am completely
confident it was the right thing to do. This
change directly impacted people. First and
foremost, I am here to look after the Uni-
versity.”

The Public Safety office oversees all
campus safety, fire safety, the shuttle ser-
vice, patrolling, and the University service
center.

This summer sparked a second round
of changes within the public safety de-
partment that included the completion of
235 Training, which is the training for Penn-
sylvania certification. The implementation
of this training was one of the main goals
of the original restructuring last summer.

This summer also marked the imple-
mentation of the "use of force" policy,

which was unanimously accepted by Stu-
dent Government last year, and then passed
through the Board of Trustees. This policy
gives officers the authority to respond to
assault or injury with the use of force, which
can be use of pepper spray, physical re-
straint, or the “asp” -- the police baton.
They are also given the right to detain in-
dividuals with the use of handcuffs until
local police arrive.

"Across the board, there have been
positive effects," said Bailey. "These
changes were directly drawn from student
surveys, and because of their lack of con-
fidence in the security, we had to provide
better protection."

Informally, there have been many com-
ments made by students and staff indicat-
ing they feel this change was for the bet-
ter.

"What was done was necessary to get
the caliber of officers way up," said Gerald
Rebo, Wilkes University Patrol Manager
of Operations. "The campus is now more
secure, the people are more knowledge-
able, and even the diversity of officers is
now higher."

This new round of officers has three
females in its ranks, while previously there
were no women on the squad. The inter-
view process for these new officers was
much more extensive, as well, with an in-

depth background check and an extensive
interview performed by three managers.

The sight and appearance of the pa-
trol squad has greatly improved also. With
the implementation of the bike patrol, in
addition to the new bright _
yellow uniforms, visibility
of officers has in-
creased.

Also this summer,
Bailey's jurisdiction §
widened, giving him
added tasks as well.
He now

manages
food and bookstore con-
tracts, as well as all the vend-
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ing contracts, print and mail room, insur-
ance, and risk management. Because of
this, there has been a new manager posi-
tion created within that department.

With all of the changes happening in
the realm of public safety at Wilkes Univer-
sity, the new patrol officers were just the
tip of the iceberg. But, according to Bailey,
these changes were done with the students'
best interests at heart.

Bailey concluded, "The main goal of
this restructuring was to gain competent
officers that can be en-
trusted to protect and
provide security for
those on campus."

Leah Senese, Public Safety Officer.

JCC Offers Community Support to Jewish Students

BY JAMIE BABBITT
Beacon Features Editor

Each year, new programs are offered on
campus and in the community in effort to
motivate students to get involved in some-
thing they care about. Often, these pro-
grams help students to grow emotionally
and socially and to discover their passions.

This year, members of the Jewish Fed-
eration of Gieater Wilkes-Barre hope to see
Jewish students in the surrounding area
lead more active Jewish campus lives by
joining in the Wilkes-Barre Community Hillel
program.

The Community Hillel is an organization
that seeks to unite Jewish students at area

‘colleges and introduce them to the Jewish

community in Wilkes-Barre, according to
Paula Chaiken, Assistant Director of the
Jewish Federation of Greater Wilkes-Barre.
It began in response to the lack of orga-
nized support for Jewish students in the
area. Its intent is to fill that void, while also
giving students the opportunity to "cel-
ebrate Jewish holidays and participate in
activities with other Jewish students, and
to find out about opportunities to travel to

Michael Casey,
Isreal," said Chaiken.

Students participating in the program
will take part in services and home hospi-
tality for Jewish holidays, celebrate Ha-
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Members of the new JCC Program. From left to right:
Paula Chaiken, Victoria Gurevich, Lindsey Infield,

David Brownstein.

. nukkah with a
party, and joinin a
Passover Seder,
which is a ritual
meal. Upcoming
holidays, Rosh
Hashanah (the
Jewish New Year),
beginning on
September 15 and
Yom Kippur (the
Day of Atone-
ment), beginning
on September 24
will be celebrated
by attending
synagogue ser-
vices and sharing
ameal with alocal
Jewish family.

The program
will also offer so-
cial action events,
which may be anything from a whitewater
rafting trip to Israeli dancing, according to
Chaiken.

Jeff Davidowitz, Presxdent of the Jewish

Federation of Greater Wilkes-Barre, hopes
that Jewish students at nearby colleges will
want to get involved. "College is a time of
exploration and transition. We want Jew-
ish students to be able to maintain and de-
velop their Jewish identity, if they are inter-
ested."”

Ariel Cohen, sophomore communica-
tions studies major, along with some other
students at Wilkes have already shown in-
terest in the program by attending the or-
ganizational meeting held on September 2.

"I am looking forward to [services and
social dinners] because praying with
people my own age is something I grew up
with and here in Wilkes-Barre, there really
is not that opportunity, so this will allow
me to have something I enjoy in a setting
similar to that of what I experienced at
home," said Cohen.

The Jewish Community Center, located
at 60 South River Street in Wilkes-Barre,
will be the location for much of these event
Chaiken encourages interested students to
e-mail her at pchaiken @tsconnects.com to
get involved.
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Lavan Celebrate First Emmy Win

BYNOAH P. REED
Beacon Corresponent

Tom Lavan, a 1999 Wilkes Univer-
sity graduate in Communication
Studies, recently earned a studio-
technical Emmy through his job with
ESPN. In his five years since gradua-
tion, Lavan has worked for both
WBRE Channel 28 in Wilkes-Barre
and at ESPN.

So what is a Studio-Technical
Emmy? "It's an all-behind-the-scenes
award. [It acknowledges] everything it
takes to get the show on the air: the
filming, audio and video production
and light shading," explained Lavan.

Lavan recently sat down with a
correspondent for The Beacon, Noah
Reed, and the following Q & Awas the
result of that conversation.
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