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Above: Junior Wilkes student Beth Gilbert, who recently announced her campaign to run for city council. The Beacon/Gabby Glinski
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more information.

Off Campus Federal Work Study Positions Available

The Civic Engagement Office has several off-campus federal
work study positions available at local non-profit agencies. Please
contact Megan Valkenburg at megan.boone@wilkes.edu for

Tax Form 1098-T Tuition Statement is Now Available

Tax Form 1098-T Tuition Statement is now available online.
You can access your 1098-T online at mywilkes.wilkes.edu. Enter
your username and password, select Student Services tab and
then select Tuition Statement (Form 1098-T) under My Records.

Alumni Association Scholarship

Deadline is Feb. 27.

Do you have a parent or grandparent who graduated from
Wilkes? If so, you may qualify for the Alumni Scholarship.

Lenten Busy Person’s Retreat

Campus Interfaith will once again be running it's Lenten
Busy Person’s Retreat. The retreat will begin on February 18 and

go until April 2. Each weekday, students will receive an email
with the next day’s retreat exercises and are invited to come in
for spiritual direction during the week if you wish. There will
be appointment sign ups available. If interested, please send an
email to Caitlin at caitlin.czeh@wilkes.edu

SG notes: Spring Fling approved;

club recongnition, requests

By Taylor Ryan
Staff Writer

On Wednesday, Wilkes University’s
Student Government held its  weekly
meeting.

Last week, there was a non-club, senior
project request. Eight students from the
EES and ENV department were accepted to
present their senior projects at The Geological
Society of America. They requested $2,000 to
cover the registration fees, lodging, and extra
workshops. Student Government allotted a
total of $720 for registration and the extra
workshops to the eight students.

As another follow up on last week’s
meeting, the budget for the annual Spring
Fling dance was presented. The dance will
be held at Genetti’s on the Public Square,
on March 27 from 6-11 p.m. Tickets will go
on sale Feb. 23 and then again after Spring
Break. There will be a cover band playing
as the entertainment in place of the DJ and
there will also be the photo booth that was
there in the past. The budget of $16,000 was
passed by Student Government.

There was a lot of new business brought to
the board’s attention this week. First, there is
a new badminton club forming on campus.
The club currently has about 50 members.

Next, the Mini Baja club on campus is
looking to revamp and update its constitution.
This club provides real world practice to
various engineering majors by allowing them
to design a car. The new constitution will be
reviewed by Student Government and during
week two of two.

The Psychology Club put in two requests
this week. They first requested funding for
the Eastern Psychological Conference in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The total cost of
conference is $3,329.12. The club has only
requested $270 from Student Government to
cover the registration fees for the conference.
Their second request was for a day trip for all
of the club members to the Franklin Institute.
The club is requesting $279.45 to cover their
tickets to enter, the tolls, and parking.

The next request came from Capital
Projects. Some items that were presented
include a new Student Government vehicle,
a Chevy Traverse, snow brooms, Casino
Night bingo cards and cages, and first aid kits
that can be provided for every site during
the Big Event. The total projected cost was
$28,567.28.

Lastly, the projected budget needed for
casino night was presented. This committee
has sent out student surveys to generate
some new ideas for prizes this year. There
are bigger prizes this year, compared to past
years, causing a slight incline in the budget.
There was a positive reaction from the board
after all the new prizes were presented. The
total budget came to $12,299.

The council reviewed the Treasurer’s
report. The current budget is as follows:
All College: $36,786.37, General Funds:
$10,206.20, Conference: $2,875.00, Spirit:

- $1,250.00 for a Student Government total of

$51,117.57

. @wilkesbeacon
taylor.ryan@wilkes.edu

CORRECTIONS
Senior basketball player Chelsea Brown was
incorrectly identified in last week’s Athlete of
the Week. The Beacon staff regrets the error.
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Wilkes junior running for Wilkes-Barre City Council
Beth Gilbert announces candidacy for District C seat

By Sarah Bedford
News Editor

Beth Gilbert, 20, is preparing for more than
just exams this semester as she announced
her candidacy as a democrat for Wilkes-
Barre City Council District C seat in January.

The junior is a member of Pi Sigma, the
Political Science Honor Society; Alpha
Sigma Pi, the National Society of Leadership
and Success; and the International Studies
Club. She is also an active volunteer with
Valley Santa, Key Club, Building Bridges and
Wilkes-Barre’s city clean up days.

Now, Gilbert has added yet another
extracurricular to her list. :

Gilbert, a political science and international
studies double major, Wilkes-Barre native
and G.A.R. graduate, took the initiative to
run for the position after being inspired by
previous experience with the Wilkes-Barre
Junior City Council while in high school.

After winning an essay contest sponsored
by the Pennsylvania League of Cities and
Municipalities, Gilbert was given the
opportunity to be part of the Junior City
Council and go to Pittsburgh where she met
srious mayors and individuals who sparked
her interest in politics.

Through the junior council, Gilbert led
other high school students with events such
as city cleanups, donation drives for Ruth's
Place, numerous charity drives and also
attended City Council meetings.

Although she is young compared to other
council candidates, Gilbert has found age to
be just a number.

“Some people have commented on it, ‘oh
shes'so young, how can she run a city’ but my
age never entered my mind,” Gilbert said.

Gilbert explained that the biggest difficulty
she has faced is getting her name out in the
public.

“I'm trying to utilize social media. As far
as I know, I'm the first council person to do
that,” Gilbert explained.

Gilbert hopes to get students involved and
interested in politics as she sees them as part
of the revitalization of the Wilkes-Barre area.

Part of her plans, if elected, include
encouraging Wilkes University and King’s
College students to stay in the area upon
graduation.

“We want educated individuals to stay in
the area,” Gilbert said.

So far, the campus community has been
very receptive of Gilbert's plans.

“I've always been more mature for my
age, Gilbert said. “I've always done things

The Beacon/ Gabby Gl,i-nski

Beth Gilbert, above, plans on using her education in political science and international studies to inform
Wilkes-Barre residents what she can do for them. A lifelong resident of the area, Gilbert hopes to restore the
neighborhood communities and bring back youth programs through local government. Gilbert explained
that the youth have an opportunity to take an active role in government happenings but also a responsibility.

where people said, ‘you really want to do
that when you’re only 16 or 182’ But I've had
a really positive response from the campus
community and a lot of students who are
backing me”

If elected for the seat, Gilbert would be
responsible for representing District C, which
is composed of the Heights and Mayflower
areas, as well as passing ordinances and
taking calls from residents.

Gilbert explained that her specific goals
if elected include bringing the youth aspect
into local politics by bringing back the
Wilkes-Barre Junior City Council which has
since been removed, as well as rejuvenate the
community life.

“I want to focus on neighborhoods as there
is a lot of focus on the downtown...I feel that
a lot of residences feel neglected,” Gilbert
explained.

Gilbert, who exudes a strong sense of

determination explained that, “The best way
to get something done is to do it yourself..I
want to actually do something”

Currently, Gilbert has planned a campaign
fundraiser for March 3 at Genetti's in Wilkes-
Barre with tickets at $40 per person.

Gilbert has more plans on the horizon
once the primary draws near such as hosting
a Town Hall meeting so she can hear directly
from residents.

“We're here to represent the constituents
and I feel that is often forgotten,” Gilbert said.

Gilbert hopes that her enthusiasm
encourages individuals her age to take an
active role in government as well.

“Everything that is going on now is our
responsibility and we need to ensure that the
direction it heads in is a positive one,” Gilbert
said.

Gilbert plans on using her background
in political science to her advantage as well
to help Wilkes-Barre residents understand

what she is trying to do.

“I think when you get elected sometimes
people think you're a superhero and you can
solve anything but it doesn't work that way,”
Gilbert said.

Along with het plans, Gilbert also wants
her constituents to know that she is ready to
hear their concerns as well.

“Any time they have a concern, I will
always be accessible and get back to them in
one way or another”

Gilbert is currently running against James
Burden, 58. The District C seat opened
after councilwoman Maureen Lavelle
decided not to seek reelection for a second
term, according to an article in the Sunday
Dispatch.

@wilkesbeacon
sarah.bedford@wilkes.edu
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Profile of a Professor: Debra Chapman, Biology Department

By Toni Pennello
Staff Writer

Debra Chapman, education specialist, is
passionate about biology, teaching, World
War II-era Germany and Wilkes.

Although she is not a professor (she has
not earned her Ph.D.), many consider her
an integral part of the Biology Department
at Wilkes.

Chapman grew up in Dallas, Pa., and
attended Wilkes.

“I've been at Wilkes since 1977, 38 years. I
love it here,” she said.

Chapman attributes her decision to enter
the field of biology to a pig dissection she did
in high school.

“It was so interesting. I remember, clearly,
thinking T'm gonna teach biology”’

Chapman teaches freshman-level Biology
121 and 122, as well as sophomore-level
Biology 225 and Biology 105 for the students
who are not science majors.

When it comes to her love for her job,
Chapman does not take anything for granted.

“I was lucky... there are so many things,
especially for women, that we can be now
that we wouldn’t even have dreamed of in

the late seventies... I was lucky that I just .

absolutely loved the teaching field”
Chapman says her favorite part of teaching

Photo by Gabby Glinski

Debra Chapman inspires students to succeed.

is when her students say, “Oh! That’s really
neat, I get this!”

“Especially now with the new technology
that they have, if they hear something on the
radio, or they see something on television,”
Chapman explains, “they can actually
understand the new developments that are
happening in the fields of science. I mean

they actually get it

Aside from the courses Chapman teaches,
she is also involved in several outreach
programs.

Chapman is the coordinator of the Women
Empowered by Science program, known as
WEBS, and says this is her biggest outreach
program.

“We invite sixth grade girls to the campus
once a month to do all kinds of sciences... it’s
a great experience for them because they’re
learning science, and they’re learning in a fun
environment.”

WEBS also offers a week long camp
in the summer, where young girls come
every day to participate in science labs and
demonstrations.

Chapman is also involved in an annual
outreach program called Adventures in
Science, which is taking place on Friday,
April 24. Students from all majors are invited
to help out with this event.

Chapman has very little free time; however,
she likes to designate an hour each night for
reading, especially World War II novels,
because her mother grew up in Germany
during that time.

“‘I'm very fascinated with how it all
happened and how people got through it
Chapman said.

As a Biology Education Specialist, Debra
Chapman is well loved at Wilkes; her passion
for her job shows in the way she helps her
students, and, the way she puts it, “I love
back”

== @wilkesbeacon
=& toniann.pennello@wilkes.edu

Kane is Able Vice Chairman Dick Kane to present at Wilkes

By Gabby Glinski
News Photographer

On Thursday, Feb. 26, Wilkes will host
the family business seminar “Eleven Best
Practices of Successful Family Businesses”
presegted by the Wilkes University Family
Business Alliance.

The seminar will be presented by Dick
Kane, vice chairman for Kane is Able, Inc., a
fourth-generation family business.

At the seminar, family business owners will
learn specific traits and skills of successful
family firms and how to apply the skills into
their own businesses. The attendees will be
introduced to the "Best Practices Alignment
Profile," a tool used to identify the best
practices within their firms.

The profile identifies how well teams are
in sync with their companies' mission, goals,
and ownership priorities.

Attendees will be able to create a
personalized action plan to incooperate
the Eleven Best Practices into their own

businesses.

Attendees will learn how they can use the
relationship between the Family Business
Alliance, Wilkes University and the Jay S.
Sidhu School of Business & Leadership to
support their family business.

The seminar will be at the Henry Student
Center Ballroom, from 8:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Students are encouraged to attend.

Kane is executive in residence for the
Family Business Alliance, and is Owners
Council at Kane is Able, Inc., one of
northeastern Pennsylvania’s most successful
local companies which is now in its 85th
year of business. During his tenure as CEO
at Kane is Able, Inc., his guidance helped to
triple the size of business in 12 years.

Those interested in attending the seminar
should RSVP by contacting Lorna Galliford
at lorna.galliford@wilkes.edu or by calling
570-408-4590.

@wilkesbeacon
%=t gabrielle.glinski@wilkes.edu

Graphic by Moe Woodard

Presented by the Wilkes University Family Business Alliance, the seminar entitled
“Eleven Best Practices of Successful Family Businesses” will feature Kane is Able
Inc. Vice Chairman, Dick Kane where attendees will be able to learn traits and
skills to be helpful with successful business planning while ledrning to the use
“Best Practices Alignment Profile,” a tool used to identify the best practices
within their firms. The seminar is scheduled for Feb. 26.
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Crisis in Ukraine: Civil war tears apart homes and lives
R e

By Pat Walther
Asst. News Editor

The situation in Ukraine is complicated at
best. There’s no singular reason for the urban
warfare and turmoil that has plagued the
small country recently.

One can blame its dysfunctional

relationship with Russia, as Ukraine was part

of both the Russian Empire and the Soviet
Union for a long time. But placing the blame
squarely on Russia’s shoulders seems a little
too easy.

It's worthy to note that not all of Ukraine has
fallen into chaos. The fighting that is making
global headlines is happening predominantly
in the eastern part of Ukraine. This has to do
with the proximity of this area to Russia.

Dr. Jonathan Kuiken, an assistant
professor of history at Wilkes University,
explains: “Ukraine has never really been an
independent country except for a few years
in its history. But eastern Ukraine specifically
has been in the orbit of Russia for centuries.”

Many Ukrainians, even after the fall of the

* Soviet Union, consider themselves a part of

Russia. Wilkes-Barre resident Anton Koval,
who grew up and lived in Ukraine for the
majority of his life, confirms this. %

“There are many people that liv
(in Ukraine) that dont really consider
themselves Ukrainian,” Koval says. “They say

ey are Russian when asked”

The civil war in Ukraine has two distinct
factions: the pro-Russian seperatist rebels
and the pro-Ukraine military.

One may wonder how these rebels became
so well-equipped while living in a nation
known for agriculture and impressive
alcohol consumption (according to a report
by the European Union, Ukraine is the fifth
highest consumer of alcohol in the world.)

These rebels would have little chance if it
weren't for Russia’s support. Russia’s military
interference in Ukraine began a little less
than a year ago.

Ukraine, which owned Crimea at that
time, was experiencing mass protesting by
Crimean citizens who wanted to break off
and become part of Russia.

Suddenly, the conflict escalated.

“All of a sudden these soldiers start
showing up in Crimea,” Kuiken explains.
“They’re dressed like Russian soldiers,
carrying Russian military equipment, look
Russian, and they’re called ‘the little green
men’ because they seemingly appear over
night””

These soldiers were said to be local
Crimean security forces, but in the words
of Kuiken, “That would be like if the Wilkes
Barre police department was suddenly armed
like Green Beret commandos.”

News

Pro-Russian Protests

Armed Insurgency

Occupation of RSA

Owned by Russia

On March 19, 2014, after heavy fighting
on the Crimean peninsula between Russian
backed Crimean defense forces and the
Ukrainian armed forces, Crimea voted with a
96 percent majority to become part of Russia.

But Russias involvement was widely
condemned by the international community.

Kuiken elaborates, “The situation kind of
ended with Russia saying, ‘Well, what are you
going to do about it?’ and since no western
nations wanted to start a war over Ukraine’s
right to Crimea, nothing happened?”

After this incident, pro-Russia protests
began popping up in eastern Ukraine. These
protests quickly escalated into an armed
insurgency, after which Ukraine was forced
to launch a military counter-offensive.

Koval, now 43 years old, remembers
the day he heard about the fighting in east
Ukraine.

“I turn on the news and I see soldiers and
tanks with the headline ‘Fighting in Ukraine’
and 1 know that things will never be the
same.” .

Koval’s family is split between the United
States and Ukraine, and also, as he puts
it, “split between supporting Russia and
supporting Ukraine.”

With recent cease-fire agreements being
broken and the death toll rising to over 5,000,
many Ukrainians are hoping a peaceful
resolution is on the horizon, including Koval.

Rebel separatist soldiers on side of road

“I believe in Ukraine,” Koval says. “I
believe in democracy. I believe that my
country can get through this”

With the crisis going on its second
year, the world awaits an outcome to this
international power struggle.

— —

@wilkesbeacon
& patrick.walther@wilkes.edu
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ASB collects school supplies;

Preparations for Costa Rica trip

Elizabeth Bracco on establishing the school |

By Gabby Glinski
News Photographer

Wilkes Alternative Spring Break committee
is holding a school supply drive for students
in Costa Rica in preparation for their spring
break trip. .

Six students were accepted into the
Alternative Spring Break program to travel
to Costa Rica during the University’s spring
break  to complete community service
projects. This year, the focus will be on
working in the schools and coffee fields. The
participants will be helping the students learn
English and they will be building benches for
the schools.

“I am an individual that believes in going
above and beyond in all aspects. When my
friend Jimmy and I learned that we were
accepted onto the Alternative Spring Break
trip, we decided that we wanted to do more,"
stated Alternative Spring Break participant

supplies drive.

Through her research, Bracco concluded
that the students desperately need the school
supplies to improve the quality of their
education.

The Alternative Spring Break committee
is in need of pens, pencils, crayons, markers,
notebooks, and books for any age category.
The school supplies collected will be given
to the Costa Rican students. There is a box
on the service desk in the Henry Student
Center where donations can be dropped off.
Any questions about donation information
can be sent to Elizabeth Bracco at elizabeth.
bracco@wilkes.edu or Jimmy Steigerwalt at
james.steigerwalt@wilkes.edu.

The planning of the trip is finished;
however, students can look forward to
applying to the trip next year.

@ @wilkesbeacon :
gabrielle.glinski@wilkes.edu
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College: a doorstep to professmnal success

By Austin Ely
Staff Writer

The morning of the big interview is a
jittery time in one’s life. Stress bubbles

up in ones stomach thinking about the

questions that will be asked. When getting
dressed one spends a lot of time picking
out an outfit that says “yes I'm in college
but I'm also a professional.”

The outfit is not the only indicator
that relays the message that you are
professional. Showing that you have
experience is the best way to get the
position you are applying for.

Some students may see college as a
doorway to a job and career.

College is the next logical step to take,
with consideration of some other options
such as the military or working out of
high-school. Taking the-extra step to
get that Associates, Bachelors or Masters
Degree may have been a step in the right
direction, but the questions is, how can a
student begin and continue to market that

egree for a future beyond college?

The answer can be found in a multitude
of techniques that are geared to landing a
person that dream job.

There are things that must be done
before a student begins to even consider
a career path.

“To help students prepare for work and
careers post-Wilkes, we first have to make
sure that they attain the knowledge and
skills to deal with searching for positions
in an extremely competitive environment.”
Carol Bosack, director of Career Services
said.

Bosack encourages students to use
Career Services during their sophomore
and juniors years in order to formulate
reasonable career goals.

“Students have to learn that attaining
a career means much more than putting
their resumes on Monster and thinking
that they are going to get multiple job
offers, that rarely happens,” Bosack warns.
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The professional outﬁt is only one aspect of building your career. On Feb. 24, Career Sevices is hosting a social and public
career fair open for students in the student center ballroom during club hours.

She also stresses the importance
of students getting involved with the
community and people within their
respective majors. Connections that are
made in college are important, especially
professional ones.

“Use them, thank them, and pay them
back in some way, some day,” Bosack said.

One good step in building experience in
college are internships.

Wilkes offers a variety of internships
anywhere one wants to work. There
are internships available locally, where
students would have the chance to
complete their internship credits while
attending school in the fall and spring.
There are also internships offered globally
where the only extra cost is attributed to

where the student would live or stay.

“This past year, 43 companies attended
the Internship Fair in October. Those
employers were here for one reason, to
meet, interview and accept only Wilkes
students,” Wilkes Director of Internships,
Sharon Castano said.

Castano encourages students to begin
to build their resumes as early as possible,
even if they are blank.

“Most employers are seeking students
that have had an internship or even say
three when they graduate,” Castano said.
“The days are gone when.the degree alone
makes you marketable. They place great
emphasis on your abilities to apply what
you have learned outside of the classroom
and still be able to manage school, a high

GPA and extracurricular activities.”

Career Services is hosting the Social and
Public Service Career Fair on Feb. 24 in
the ballroom during club hours, where 25
public and services agencies will talk to
students about what agencies are out there,
how students themselves should dress,
how they should introduce themselves,
how to edit their resumes and so on.

If college was a logical step, it only proves
to be a bigger step into an ever changing
professional world. A world that is geared
for those who connect, impress and
succeed.

= @wilkesbeacon
u austin.ely@wilkes.edu
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The Beacon/ Rebecca Voorhees

Danica DeMesa and Val Woods sported smiles for the WUPB shark mascot that
still needs a name. Use the hashtag #WUPB on Instagram or @WilkesUPB on

Twitter for name suggestions!

WUPB hosts Mardi Gras food and fun

The Beacon/ Rebecca Voorhees

Tori Rudovitz started to decorate her own mask wnth the glitter, feathers, and
beads provuded at each table.

Asian Culture Club rings in Lunar New Year with celebratmn

By Nicole Zukowski
Life, A&E Editor

The Lunar New Year was brought in with a
celebration at Wilkes University.

The Wilkes University Asian Culture Club
hosted@ Chinese New Year celebration last
Wednesday so that the Wilkes community
could embrace the Chinese culture.

Each lunar new year is marked with a
symbolic animal and natural element. The
current new year will be the year of the Green
Sheep. The sheep will also be symbolic of the
element Earth based on its habitual eating
and living patterns.

“I believe that diversity events are good
experiences and create fun at school”
Zhaoyang Wang, member of the Asian
Culture Club said. “We want more people to
know about the Chinese culture”

People who came out to to the celebration
had the opportunity to taste Chinese food
and do a workshop on dumpling making.

Wang adds, “Diversity events like the
Chinese New Year can not only provide a way
to exchange our cultural views to others but

also brings a platform to broaden horizons
of all”

The event also presented traditional
Chinese dance and games for the audience
to learn.

Wang holds Wilkes University in
high regards in terms of accepting and
understanding different cultures.

“Wilkes University is like the cosmos
that includes the different stars. Each star
is quite different and unique, but because of
the differences among the cosmos (student
body), the whole universe is able to shine,”
Wang said.

The Asian Culture Club plans to continue
efforts for prov1dmg campus with the
opportunity to gain better understanding of
different cultures throughout the rest of the
semester.

Pictured to the right: one of the many
dishes prepared for the event.

#um @wilkesbeacon
== Nicole.Zukowski@wilkes.edu
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By Nicole Zukowski
Life, A&E Editor

The age old question: can you have just a
friendship with the opposite sex?

In the simplest definition of friendships,
dynamic interactions between two people
over a time period that could last months
to years and even decades, one would
think the answer to this question should
not be so complex.

“At some point you will ask yourself
‘can I date him?, which I would guess
he will ask himself, too, if he could see
himself with you. While that question is
in your head, that can really make things
complicated,” junior psychology major
Allison Davis said.

The level of friendship also adds to the
complexity.

Davis adds, “My position on this topic
is from ‘When Harry Met Sally’ There is
a part when Harry says guys and girls can
be friends if neither of them are attracted
to each other”

In the modern day, friendships have
different roles. A common, modern day
example exists when one person isattracted
to the other friend but the attraction is not
replicated: the ‘friendzone’

“One of them is going to catch feelings
and a friendzone situation is going to form.
No one is ever satisfied with being in the
friendzone,” Davis explains. “There is an
awkwardness that develops and eventually
deteriorates the friendship”

Another type of friendship exists when
their is a mutual agreement of added
benefits to the friendships: friends with
benefits.

“Again referring to a movie, ‘Friends
with Benefits’ this friendship is short lived.
It does not work because one or both of
them will inevitably catch feelings,” Davis
said. “If only one person wants more
in the friendship, self-esteem problems
could develop. The questions of ‘why
am I enough for sex, being together in
the most intimate way possible, but not

good enough to go to the movies and on

a date with’ will bother you and ruin the
friendship”
There are, however, ways opposite sex

vfrlendshlps do work.

One example of this positive friendship
is the ‘sibling-like friendship.

“If I see you as a brother and you look
out for me like a little sister our friendships
will work,” Davis said.

The final type of workmg friendship is a
relationship.

“If both people end up hkmg each other
then thats the best friendship you could
have. Everyone wants to want to marry
their best friend”

Friendship need mutual understandings
towork. 7

“Both parties in the friendship need to
know what level of friendship they are on
to make it a lasting dynamic,” Davis said.

@wi/kesbeacdn
.= nicole.zukowski@wilkes.edu
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He said
an’t we be fr1ends7”

By Justin Topa

Asst. Life, A&E Editor

It is not uncommon to hear the question
PO : “Can aman and woman ever realiy

spht on whether or not a male and female
can be friends without ulterior motives,
mgludmg sexual endeavors. Many males
are of the opinion that a male-female
relationship is difficult to maintain and
not as bonding as a friendship with the
member of the same sex.

K&ndn:h&nnmh asenior undergraéu%@

Environmental Engineering, agrees that
males and females can have healthy
friendships, but contests that these
friendships are generally different in

Photo Courtesy of Creative Commons/Angela Waye Photography and Design

Developing a friendship with a member of the opposite sex may leave some
feeling frustrated. Kendric Minnich finds that opposite sex friendships “may take
some work in developing common ground.”

nature to fnendshlps with members of
the same sex.

“It seems common that a lot of guys
become friends with girls because of

_ an attraction to them, at least in the

Wilkes Ikuversuy’s campus are e beginning” said Minnich. “Regardless

of how the friendship starts or whether

" ulterior motives exist, the bonds don't

seem as strong as the bonds built with
your pals (of the same sex).”

Minnich finds that a friendship with
a female can be as equally beneficial as
any friendship, but said that there may

be difficulty in finding comfortable |

stiudent within the Department  of "’”f:ommon ground to relate to one another.

“Conversations and planning hang-outs
can seem less organic with a member of
the opposite sex;” Minnich said. “It may
take some work in developing common
ground”

Despite the hesitation by some to

~ form friendships with the opposite sex,

there is another group of males who find
friendships with females just as healthy
as those with other guys. Evan Ensley, a
junior undergraduate student within the
Sidhu School of Business at Wilkes, is of
this opinion.

“Even as a young kxd, some of my best
friends have been girls, Ensley said.
“Topics of conversation may be a little
different but, as you do in any friendship,
you tailor the conversations based on
mutual interests and experiences.”

Ensley noted that issues may arise
surrounding the way others view
friendships of opposite sexes.

“A lot of peeple bring up dating when
opposite sex friendships are seen,” Ensley
said. “It’s usually not the intention and
people suggesting that it seems romantic

_ can really mess up the friendship.”

While Minnich and Ensley both agreed
that healthy friendships with females are
possible and can be of great value, the
two both find that differences can exist
making the friendship something that
needs to be developed.
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Nurse from Tanzania visited Wilkes for AIDS awareness

By Alyssa Mursch
Staff Writer

With a scarce amount of available
health care and limited resources, over
30% of children have been left orphaned
by HIV AIDS in Tanzania. It is Zebra
Communications', a student-run public
relations firm, intent to help provide for
these children.

Over the past four years, Zebra has raised .

over $13,000 to help provide orphaned
children in Tanzania with basic necessities,
such as food and shelter, but they also help
pay for their education.

"It costs about $11,000 a year to provide
housing, school, books, shoes, and food for

one of the children," said Dr. Jane Elmes- :
Crahall, the head of Zebra.

To raise money, Zebra has held many
fundraising events such as a dodge ball
tournament, a formal gala, and many other
silent auctions and events.

Currently, Zebra is sponsoring
four children through the nonprofit
organization Embrace a Child.

By sponsoring the children, they are able
to further their education.

“We have so many resources here
compared to the possibilities for people
there," said Dr. Linda Winkler, special
assistant to the Provost and director of
Global Outreach. Winkler originally
brought the idea to Zebra.

After sponsoring these children for
several years and following their progress,

Courtesy of Dr. Winkler

Maria Nassola is a nurse from Tanznia who recently
visited Wilkes. She advocates for proper health care.

receiving biographies and pictures, many
of the students working with the campaign
say they have become emotionally invested
in them.

"We hold this process close to our

] hearts,” said Haley
Adam, co-manager of
the Embrace a Child
account team. "Not
only are we helping
other people but it's
nice to know we were a
part of something like
that."

On April 12, Zebra
will be working with
the Wilkes' Student
Athletic Advisory
Committee to put
together a  Charity
Challenge. At the
cost of $5 per person,
both members of
| the community. and

‘Wilkes' students can
compete in teams of
four. This event will
incorporate  several
sports, including some
of Tanzanian origin.
Proceeds from this
event will be shared
among Embrace a
Child, Make-A-Wish
Foundation, and
Special Olympics.

One of the students Zebra has sponsored,
Kahinga, has utilized this program to its
fullest, as he just finished the equivalency
of community college and will be taking a
test in February in hopes of moving on to

a umvemty
"It's amazing what these kids are doing
with their lives," said Adam.

Those involved say the children show
immense gratitude for the efforts that
Zebra puts forth, portraying just how much
of a difference this program is making in
their lives.

"They make a point of thanking us,"
said Elmes-Crahall. "Kahinga doesn't
have access to computers often, but when
he does he will email. They [the emails]
always start with ‘thank you so much for
what you do."

Maria Nassola, who is a nurse from
Tanzania, recently visited Wilkes. She
works as a midwife while also giving health
lessons over the radio, which plays a large
role in advocating proper health care in
her community.

Nassola spoke of the need for education
and medical training in Tanzania, stating
that there is only one hospital that is
split to accommodate two districts,
both of 700,000 each. Not only are they
understaffed, but only a handful of workers
know how to do many of the procedures,
and they are severely lacking in technology
advancements.

"We're providing hope, providing
possibilities, and creating capacity
for individuals who wouldn't have an
opportunity otherwise," said Winkler.
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MSC celebrates Black History Month through

By Justin Topa
Assistant Life, A& E Editor
On Thursday, February 19, the

Multicultural Student Coalition hosted
a poetry slam inspired by Black History
Month.

Students within the Multicultural Student
Coalition and other students who attended
the event delivered poems written by famous
African American poets, works inspired by
Black History Month and slam poems. MSC
also served freshly baked d<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>