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Evidence of progress

Wilkes-Barre's revitalization takes shape

BY TABITHA HAPEMAN
Beacon Correspondent

The third floor windows of the Henry Stu-
dent Center provide students a lovely view
of a mammoth crane being used in the build-
ing of the new movie mega-plex currently
under construction in downtown Wilkes-
Barre.

Last April, a plan that had been in develop-
ment for six years came to fruition when
Sordoni Construction Services Inc. began
construction on the corner of Main Street and
Northampton Street. The Forty Fort based
company, has been hard at work for nearly six
months erecting the vast theater. The theater
construction is part of a larger vision to revi-
talize the economic and physical aspects of
downtown and greater Wilkes-Barre.

Wilkes-Barre city administrators are work-
ing with members of Diamond City Partner-

ships (DCP) in order to improve the local
economy and the quality of life for residents.
DCP provides support to businesses, en-
courages new businesses to move into the
area and assists with redevelopment plans.

In addition to the theater project, the city
and DCP leaders have sought funding and
developed plans for several other advance-
ments including: cleaning up and redevel-
oping the waterfront areas and Market Street;
building a new public bus terminal; con-
structing a government office building and
removing the canopies from downtown
streets. The latter effort ensued shortly af-
ter students arrived in Wilkes-Barre for the
start of the semester.

According to a spokesperson from the
Wilkes-Barre Chamber of Business and In-
dustry, the organization conducted a
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Downtown Main Street closes down and becomes a well-lit construction zone when the

sun goes down.

WIN replaces SSN for student identification

Wilkes implements conversion over summer months

BY DANA ZLOTUCHA
Beacon Correspondent

Over the past few months, Wilkes Univer-
sity officials have been working diligently in
order to switch the students' primary identi-
fying source from the social security number
(SSN) to the Wilkes Identification Number
(WIN).

The initiative was the result of growing
concerns about identity theft and electronic
access to personal information nationwide.

During the summer Wilkes officials issued
each student a WIN; when students arrived
back on campus it was their duty to pick up
their new identification card and to be pre-
pared to use their WIN instead of a SSN for

Agnes and
Katrina, a
Comparison

campus services.

As each student's primary identifier, the
WIN will be used everywhere on campus,
with the exception of work study and finan-
cial aid purposes. The switch was made as a
proactive security measure to lower the risk
of identity theft.

Susan Hritzak, Registrar, noted that even
though "we've never had an incident here at
Wilkes where someone's number got
stolen...we felt it was time to convert away
from social security numbers to a generated
number."

Although there is no federal law prohibit-
ing schools from using SSN as an identifier,
the Wilkes community has been discussing
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conversion for some time. The delay, Hritzak
explained, occurred because "it just took time
to have all the mechanics available."

Each WIN is a nine-digit number that be-
gins with 900. The Registrar commented that
the numbering was purposeful because SSNs
start with every digit except eight and nine,
eliminating confusion between the two sets
of numbers. All students are urged to memo-
rize their WIN because without that number,
university officials will not be able to pro-
vide them with any of the information that
was previously accessed with the SSN.

Overall, the transition went smoothly. Chris
Bailey, Director of Campus Support Services,
said that although there were "a few minor

Fashions for Fall

glitches transitioning from the old database
system to the new database system," it is
now running smoothly. He advises students
to treat their WIN with the same care they
would their SSN. Although the theft of a
WIN could not cause any kind of damage
like the theft of a SSN, the WIN is in place to
protect academic information confidentiality.

No one outside of work study or financial
aid officials on campus should ask fora SSN.
If they do, students are not required to give
it out.

"It defeats the whole purpose of going to a
WIN if people [on campus] are still trying to
use social security numbers as identifiers,"
said Bailey.
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Convocation serves to unite Wilkes community

BY VICTORIA WHITE
Beacon News Editor

President Joseph E. (Tim) Gilmour
addressed faculty, staff and stu-
dents at the annual convocation
held on August 24. At the occa-
sion Wilkes community members
and staff were presented with a
hearty speech about the future of
Wilkes University and what
changes are likely to become more
visible throughout the year.

Each year the president of the
University addresses the faculty
and staff before the beginning of
fall semester as a way of gearing up
for the upcoming year.

Dr. Thomas Hamill, assistant pro-
fessor of English said, "The late
summer gathering of the faculty,
staff, and administration that is Con-
vocation helps to crystallize and re-
frame for me what is so unique
about Wilkes: namely its strength
as a collective and the commonness
of purpose we all share in our com-

mitment to our work, our students,
and equally important, the joy we
take in both."

This year’s event aimed to en-
courage a feeling of unity among
all attendees. Gilmour shared com-
ments from the Middle States peri-
odic review report, including some
of Wilkes' strengths and challenges
over the past five years, confirm-
ing the accreditation that was tenu-
ous in 2000. The five-year report
noted that Wilkes has "impressive
plans" set for itself in terms of tech-
nology and the facility master plan.

Each attendee of convocation
walked away with a Wilkes Univer-
sity t-shirt that had imprinted on
the back of it the words, "Thank
You." President Gilmour explained
that because the Middle States pe-
riodic report noted: "Wilkes Uni-
versity is a center for excellent edu-
cation, with a faculty, administra-
tion and staff whose priority is the
education of leaders for today and
tomorrow," that he felt it was ap-

propriate to thank those who have
helped Wilkes thus far in the pro-
cess of building university strength
and meeting the lofty plans that
have been set for the university.

Addressed at convocation and in
the Middle States periodic review
report were three strategic initia-
tives: competitive advantage
through exceptional academic pro-
grams, developing an exceptional
support environment, and building
financial and institutional strength.

The first of the strategic initia-
tives is being addressed through
the developing mentoring pro-
grams at Wilkes. Wilkes commu-
nity members have identified
mentoring as a key strength for the
University and an essential part of
the Wilkes experience. Some ma-
jors offer a peer mentoring system
between upperclassmen and fresh-
men, and some emerge naturally in
co-curricular and extra-curricular
experiences.

In an attempt to explain the de-

veloping emphasis on mentoring,
Gilmour said, "We have a task force
working on this, and we think that
in the long haul it will be tremen-
dously beneficial to everybody. It
will result in better student learn-
ing, on-time graduation and in-
creased retention." He also noted
that Wilkes has set its goal high to
become the nation's best institution
of higher education in the
mentoring processes.

Addressing the development of a
better support environment Presi-
dent Gilmour said, "We want to sig-
nificantly improve our support ser-
vices, increasing efficiency and de-

creasing costs."

The third initiative of building fi-
nancial and institutional strength is
being dealt with in the form of a
major capital campaign that will kick
off in approximately the spring se-
mester of 2007.

With so much happening and so
much to be proud of in the advances
of the university over the past five
years, it was almost possible to for-
get that the event was taking place
in the brand new University Center
On Main, a physical reminder of the
growth and promising future of
Wilkes University.
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President Gilmour uses the yearly convocation of university faculty and staff to address key issues. The
new UCOM served as the venue for the event, with the Middle States periodic review report being a core
element of the presentation.
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NEws IN BRIEF

VICTORIA WHITE
leacon News Editor

U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice William
Rehnquist died from complications of thy-
roid cancer at his home in Arlington, VA, on
September 3. ‘

L Rehnquist was known for the powerful dis-
senting opinions that he provided on the
court for approximately his first fifteen years
Lon the bench and the traditional conserva-
tive leadership that he provided for the court.

On September 5, a mere two days after his
death, President Bush announced the nomi-
nation of John Roberts to the position of
Chief Justice.

by the retiring Associate Justice Sandra Day
O'Connor, the day before Rehnquist's death.
Critics have noted that although Roberts has
tried a remarkable 39 cases in front of the
Supreme Court, his short one and a half year
stint as a judge makes him relatively untested
and mildly unpredictable as a member of the
jcourt.

Dr. John Hepp, assistant professor of his-
jtory said, "It seems that he [Roberts] is go-
ing to be confirmed, and Roberts is very much
like Rehnquist. They are both pragmatic con-
Iservatives and I would see little change be-

Ition hearings for the seat that will be vacated

Rehnquistdies, Supreme
Courtleadershipin question

Roberts was scheduled to begin confirma-

tween Roberts and Rehnquist.” Hepp also
commented on the fact that there have been
a number of Supreme Court justices who
were appointed conservative and who
turned out in the eyes of many conserva-
tives to be liberals and vice versa.

Senate confirmation hearings for Roberts
are likely to begin this week.

With the seemingly imminent appointment
of Roberts to the position of Chief Justice, it
is the position vacated by Justice O'Connor
that has people buzzing.

Dr. Kyle Kreider, Assistant Professor of
political science stated, "O'Connor’s seat is
more important, because she was a swing
voter on many cases. If [President Bush]
replaces O'Connor with a staunch conser-
vative, then you are likely to see a slight
change in the ideology of the court."

With the promise of President Bush to
nominate someone to follow Justice
O'Connor "in a timely manner,” the question
lingers about who the next appointee will
be. Hepp warns that depending on the ap-
pointed person to the vacancy, "You could
end up with one of these courts that goes
down in history as being out of touch with
the American people.”

SG Notes

| August 31 meeting

-A motion was made for SG to look into
purchasing a low ropes course to be installed
|into the University Center on Main that would
allow clubs to enhance team building and
trust among members.

-Freshmen and replacement vote elections
will be held 9/20-9/22 online.

-A new policy was enacted for clubs in terms
of financial policies. SG now reserves the
right to take some form of disciplinary action
towards clubs that knowingly overdraw their
account.

| -Miscommunication led to only 10 members
lattending SG retreat over the summer.

-Homecoming dance has been moved to

|Saturday, September 24 at 6 p.m. at the Wa-
!terfront to allow Wilkes athletes to attend.

September 7 meeting

-SG allocated $500 to the American Red |
Cross Hurricane Katrina relief efforts with|
another $100 in water to add to the water|
drive. ;

-SG co-sponsored the peace lights on the
greenway with Campus Interfaith in remem-
brance of 9/11.

-Free Spirit Gay and Straight Alliance pre-
sented in an attempt to gain club status.
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Public Safety offices to
move downtown this fall

BYJEANNE STAPLETON
Beacon Correspondent

The newly acquired parking garage, located
on South Main Street, will become the new
home to the Public Safety Department before
the end of the fall semester.

While this move will put the Public Safety
Department on the border of the campus,
Christopher Bailey, Director of Campus Sup-
port Services assures that this will not cut
down on the visibility of public safety offic-
ers on campus. However, he acknowledged
that the Main Street location will enhance
public safety officer presence where presence
is needed. Bailey said, "There are some ele-
ments over there that I feel once there is light
and activity...they will go away."

The parking garage will also offer more
space for the Public Safety Department to
utilize as offices, meeting rooms and training
rooms. Since the University has acquired the
parking garage facilities, workers have added
more lighting and emergency phones through-
out the garage. Currently, they are in the pro-
cess of cleaning and repairing the elevators.

Bailey also noted that in the future the Uni-
versity is planning to secure the garage with
full gates at the entrance and exit as well as
install a card swipe system to provide extra
security for students who park at the garage.

The change of location for the Public Safety
Department will not diminish the services that
the office provides to students.

Some of existing safety programs include:

Know the Law, Identity Theft and SAFE.
Know the Law, which will be presented some-
time this month, is a program coordinated by
both the Public Safety Department and the
Health Services Department. This program
primarily covers alcohol abuse, and high-
lights everything from drunk driving to un-
derage drinking. The Wilkes-Barre City po-
lice along with the State Police Liquor En-
forcement agency have participated in this
program in the past.

The newest program is the SAFE program,
a condensed version of the self-defense RAD
program. SAFE is an hour and a half, non-
contact program that is geared to teach stu-
dents how to take care of themselves if they
are put into a situation in which self-defense
is called for. "It tells you to take responsibil-
ity for yourself, because sometimes when you
are the only one out there you can't look for
anybody else. You have to try and protect
yourself and there are different ways of do-
ing that. This is what this program can show
you," said Jerry Rebo, Manager of Patrol Op-
erations for Public Safety.

Freshmen orientation programs offered by
Public Safety covered topics such as date
rape, alcohol, and club drugs. "Addressing
these issues and educating students would
only benefit those who are new to college
life. It's a different environment from the com-
fort and familiarities of home," said junior
psychology major Jessica Gold about the im-
portance of making students aware of safety
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The future offices for Public Safety, currently sit vacant. Public Safety is scheduled to
move by the end of September to the new Main Street location.
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Katrina and Agnes compare notes
Both hurricanes caused major change to affected areas

BY JOSEPH DEANGELIS
Beacon Asst. News Editor

Area residents can identify on a very per-
sonal level with the pain and loss incurred
by Hurricane Katrina's wake of destruction
in the days following the storm's landfall in
Louisiana and Mississippi on August 29.

The Wyoming Valley experienced one of
the worst floods in United States history on
June 22, 1972. The flood, courtesy of Hurri-
cane Agnes, killed 48 people, caused $2.1 bil-
lion worth of damage and left a city in
shambles. At the time, the region received
the most federal aid éver provided for a natu-
ral disaster.

Eventually, Wilkes-Barre and the surround-
ing area were able to rebuild and come back
from what felt like near total devastation.

Similarly, Hurricane Katrina devastated the
Gulf Coast and New Orleans, wiping away
whole towns. At this writing, the death toll
cannot be estimated, though officials in both
Louisiana and Mississippi have acknowl-
edged the loss of life will likely reach the thou-
sands once flood waters have receded. In
addition, by Friday, the Senate had approved
atotal of $62.3 billion in federal aid, making
this the costliest natural disaster in U.S. his-
tory.

Since Hurricane Agnes, Wilkes-Barre has
been fortunate to have only a few major flood
threats with the Susquehanna River: in 1996
when the river reached flood stage due to
melting snow, residents had to be evacuated,
and again just last year when Hurricane Ivan
passed through. Fortunately, an adequately

built levee system protected the city from
both floods. However, the possibility of the
levees breaking is still a concern for many
people in the area.

"Given the right storm, and the right track
of the storm, we could have significant flood-
ing," said Bill Toothill, the Director of the GIS
Center at Wilkes. "We are not 100 percent
safe from flooding in the Wyoming Valley."

"Hurricane Agnes was a combination of
many types of bad luck," said Dr. Mike Case,
Professor of GeoEnvironmental Sciences.
Technically, when Agnes passed over Wilkes-
Barre, it was just a tropical storm, far less
powerful than a hurricane. However, since it
lingered so long and dumped so much rain,
approximately 18 inches in two days, the
Susquehanna could not handle all the water.

According to Toothill, an Agnes veteran,
the reason for the substantial difference in
the casualty rate between the two hurricanes
is due to the fact that in the Wyoming Valley,
safety is just a short drive away thanks to
the higher grounds that surround the valley.

"The advantage was that the people were
able to evacuate," Toothill said, speaking from
his own experience of helping with the mas-
sive evacuation effort to get citizens to higher
grounds during Agnes.

Unfortunately, in the New Orleans area,
there are miles of plains leaving no elevated
areas for evacuations, and allowing for the
flooded area to reach the approximate land-
mass size of Great Britain.

Also, because of their experience with
Agnes, citizens of Wilkes-Barre are more sen-
sitive to the possibility of a flood and its con-

sequences. Case recalled the flood of Janu-
ary 1996, when melting snow caused the
Susquehanna to rise and a massive evacua-
tion was in order.

"The whole valley got evacuated fast," he
said. "We got people where they needed to
go and there was no looting or anything like
that. Everybody was respectful."

This was not true for many communities
touched by Katrina, where violence and chaos
spread. "For a small sector of the society
there to become...hooligans, 1 found disap-
pointing," Case said, who believes that ev-
erybody should take care of everyone in the
face of tragedy. "All it takes are a few people
who react badly to the stress to cause total
chaos."

Along with the immediate effects of Katrina
there are still the unseen effects that will be
revealed in time. In addition to the sky-rock-
eting gas prices, other luxuries will be less
available to the community, such as fruit and
coffee that are imported from South America.
Due to Katrina, ships that normally dock in
the New Orleans area will have to find new
ports to deliver the goods on the Atlantic
and California coasts, subsequently driving
up costs and lowering the availability of the
goods. Also, building materials will become
scarce due to a greater need in the areas af-
fected by Katrina.

"We have to be aware and ready for that,"
Toothill said. "It's something we didn't think
about as a side effect."
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During Hurricane Ivan, Wilkes-Barre officials erect the flood walls.

THEATER PROJECT
from FRONT PAGE

feasibility study before the construction of
the theater began and determined that the
movie screens to population ratio was actu-
ally too low. However, the Chamber of Busi-
ness and Commerce has been met with noth-
ing but enthusiasm and support from the resi-
dents of the greater WB area since the initial
development of the idea and especially since
releasing the plans to start construction.

In addition to the residents, the city admin-
istration has given absolute support to the
project. Stephanie Bombay, the Director of
Communications for the Chamber of Busi-
ness and Industries said, "There has been
absolute support under the current adminis-
tration. We have a very good working rela-
tionship."

R/C Theaters Management Corporation, a
professional motion picture exhibit consult-
ant, has signed a 20-year lease with the city,
demonstrating support and faith in the project
as well.

The theater will offer 14 screens and 30,000
square feet of retail space. The complex it-
self will be two stories tall, with the retailers
on the first floor and the theater on the sec-
ond. All screening auditoriums will have
Dolby Digital Surround Sound, rocking chair
seats with armrest cup holders and stadium
seating. Some of the auditoriums will have
digital movie capabilities, instead of the stan-
dard 35mm film. There will also be a VIP room
for parties and private viewing affixed to one
of the auditoriums. Escalators will lead to
the theatre lobby, equipped with a fully
stocked snack bar.

David Phillips, an R/C representative said,
"Most of the films that will play will be stan-
dard first run [box-office] films, but R/C will

try to accommodate the community’s wants
and needs. If one group wants something,
we'll try to accommodate them."

The retail space has not yet been leased,
and there are many possible ways the space
can be divided among stores. Currently,
there is no exact number of stores that will
reside in the mega-plex, but it is estimated
that upwards of 270 jobs will become avail-
able once the mega-plex opens its doors.
Most of these jobs will be part-time in either
the theater proper or the retail stores below,
and because the mega-plex is within walking
distance of Wilkes University and King's
College, students may have new employment
opportunities next year.

The goal of the city of Wilkes-Barre and
the Chamber of Business and Industries is
that the entire community as a whole will profit
from this project. Bombay noted, "Permanent
and non-permanent residents and students
will all reap the benefits of the new theater."

The difficulties of finding transportation
and the continually rising prices of gas have
the potential to discourage some students
from driving all the way to Montage Moun-
tain to see a film. In addition to the inconve-
nience of travel, coSt is a major factor for the
average college student. Thus, investors and
officials are banking on the close-to-home
appeal of the new theater.

As for cost, Phillips ackowledged, "We
have not yet looked at the market for [ticket]
pricing," adding that there is the possibility
of student discounts.

For the next two semesters students will
have the encouraging view of the immense
crane from the Henry Student Center cafete-
ria. By next summer, Wilkes-Barre residents
should have a new state-of-the-art movie
mega-plex to frequent, and the incoming stu-
dents of the Fall 2006 semester have the op-
portunity to broaden their nightlife horizons.
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Wilkes cultivates generosity

Outreach to Katrina vzctlms abounds

BY VICTORIA WHITE
Beacon News Editor

Stacks of water bottles. Donations to the
Red Cross. Open doors, open arms. All have
become the symbols of the catastrophe
named Katrina.

With the most devasting hurricane in the
nation's history fresh in the minds of citi-
zens of the Wyoming Valley, many people
are donating time and money to the relief
efforts. To many people from the Wyoming
Valley, and for those who have come to the
Valley to begin new lives, the stark images
of the flooded landscapes in Louisiana and
Mississippi touch hearts. Members of the
Wilkes community have been helping out
any way they can.

The community service office held a water
drive last week obtaining gallons of water
for the victims; Wilkes students stepped up
and made the drive a worthwhile event. The
semi-truck picked up the water, thanks to the
radio station Magic 93, on Friday morning
for transport to American Red Cross shel-
ters in the areas hit by Hurricane Katrina.

Student Government made a donation of
$500 to the American Red Cross Hurricane
Relief effort on Thursday, September 8, as a
gesture to help those who are suffering
through the tragedy. Members from both
Community Service and SG also participated
in the NEPA News Alliance telethon on Thurs-
day, September 8, as another way of donat-
ing to the efforts.

Wilkes University, and several other col-
leges in the region, have opened their doors
for students who have been displaced by the
storm and its aftermath. "The needs down
there are going to be extreme for a long pe-
riod of time," said Mike Frantz, Vice President
of Enrollment Services. "To keep these af-
fected individuals in our hearts and in our
prayers and in mind for extra effect, dollars
(and) care."

In New Orleans alone, there are six inde-
pendent colleges and universities including
Tulane, Xavier, Loyola and Dillard. Campuses
within the Louisiana State University system
have also been affected. With classes being
unavailable at their original institutions
through this semester and possibly into the

With many more fundraising events in the
works for Katrina relief, Wilkes students and
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Josh Pauling (left) and Bob Brown (right) move the donated water that Wilkes collected
throughout last week to the waiting transport truck. The water will arrive in the Gulf
Coast region and be taken to American Red Cross shelters.

faculty are cultivating the generosity that the
nation is seeking in light of the tragedy of
the Gulf Coast region and New Orleans.
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We believe...

BY THE BEACON
EDITORIAL STAFF

Something unbelievable happened in
Wilkes-Barre while many of us were gone this
summer. It's hard to tell, isn't it? Trust us,
though.

Amid what some argued was the same old
song and dance, Mayor Tom Leighton rolled
out a speech that promised a change for
Wilkes-Barre, big things, and a revitalization
that is, despite naysayers, going to happen.

Many were, and still are, skeptical of Wilkes-
Barre's revitalization that has been promised
for what seems like ages and has never come
to fruition.

But what has surprised some of us who
were here over the summer and those who
have now returned, is that what we have been
hearing for years is actually happening. For
so long we have been promised a new Wilkes-
Barre and upon our return this fall, we are
happy to see that that promise has finally
been made good. With the unveiling of the
"I Believe" campaign, which is a joint initia-
tive between downtown businesses, city
government, the local universities, and resi-
dents to celebrate and realize progress in
Wilkes-Barre, Leighton is making great in-
roads on improving morale in the city of
Wilkes-Barre and is proving that "where
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A sign hanging over Main Street showcases one of the additions to Wilkes, University
Center on Main, as part of the “ I Believe” campaign.

there's a will, there's a way."

With Wilkes University and a variety of
other downtown businesses publicly pro-
claiming "belief" in the city, we are glad to
see that changes are happening and progress
is being made. The most prominent physical
change is that the theater development
project that had long been hanging over the
downtown has finally begun. If you were to
take a drive later today by what was a vacant

lot this time last year, you will now see a skel-
etal frame of a large, impressive building. The
building is now a physical symbol of
progress and through this symbol, we are
finally starting to believe in the city of Wilkes-
Barre.

Despite the resistance with which change
is sometimes greeted in Wilkes-Barre, this
time feels different. True, the most promi-
nent physical change we can see is the afore-

\ PA License Plates

We Believe
Sheehan’s Protest
Cell Phones in Cars
Natalee Holloway
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The city of WzlkeS-Barre is finally makmg progress

mentioned theater project, but the other state
government building going up just around
the corner also bodes well that this may not
be a fluke. As the saying goes, the ball has
started rolling and this time it seems to be
rolling in such a way that nothing will stop
its movement.

This is not to say that we are going to be-
gin to see Wilkes-Barre's planned new face
anytime soon. We will be the first to admit
that a healthy skepticism is still very much a
part of our character. But Wilkes University
has a commitment to working with the city in
a greater capacity, which in turns adds the
vitality of youth to the campaign. Our own
campus extension onto South Main Street is
clear evidence of our faith in the Wilkes-Barre
revitalization and the changes that we as a
campus will bring to the downtown area.

What we do realize, however, and perhaps
what grounds us, is the fact that change
comes to this city slowly. Many of us will
not see the end results of the proposed
changes or perhaps even the beginning of
these changes in our lifetime at Wilkes. The
truly unbelievable thing that happened this
summer is that we finally saw the very slow
first step of a city that recognized its own
potential and decided to rise to the occasion
and finally do something about it.

Nickle for Your Thoughts

By Jason Nickle
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Beacon Poll
Next week’s poll question is:

What will be the biggest challenge
in the Hurricane Katrina recovery?

B Locating and identifying victims

B Relocating survivors to new commu-
nities

B Addressing environment damage

B Repairing emotional damage among
victims and workers

B Prosecuting those who perpetrated
crimes

B Repairing social schism between the

“haves” and the “have nots”

B Answering questions about re-

sponse time

Visit www.wilkesbeacon.com to cast
your vote. Results will be published in
next week’s issue of The Beacon.

What Do YOU Think?

Is there an issue you feel strongly about
and want to comment on? Did you read
something that you have formed a
dissenting opinion about and want to
voice?

The Beacon yants your voice to
be heard. Your Voices is the opportu-
nity for students to voice their concern.
If you want your voice to be heard,
please contact The Beacon with the
following information:

1 Contact information including your
email address and a phone number
where you can be reached

2 Your name, major, and year

3 Your opinion
thebeacon.oped@gmail.com

The Beacon reserves the right to edit
submitted pieces for space and content.
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Sheehan's Protest: Too Little, Too Late

BY CURRAN DOBSON
Beacon Op-Ed Editor

For more than a month now, we
have listened and watched as Cindy
Sheehan, mother of a fallen soldier
in Iraq, has at first requested and
then demanded a sit-down with
President Bush.

Sheehan, like a growing number
of Americans, does not support the
continued U.S. war in Iraq and hgg
plans to protest until she is given
her opportunity to question Bush
about the war.

The problem is, unlike many
Americans, Cindy Sheehan already
sat down with the President,
roughly two months ago. She,
along with other parents of soldiers
killed in the line of duty, met with
Bush. However, at the time,
Sheehan was not actively oppos-
ing and protesting the war. Appar-
ently, she missed her chance to give
Bush a piece of her mind.

The acon/N ick Zmijewski

One has to wonder why Sheehan
did not actively oppose the war

two months ago. What has
changed between now and then to
make her demands more relevant?

The answer is nothing. Bush has
given no indication of when we will
pull out, but he also didn't two
months ago either. Soldiers are still
dying at an alarming rate and gue-
rilla-style warfare is still enacted in
the streets every day against the
insurgency. The threat of the en-
emy has not abated and we are no
more confident that it ever will in

Iraq. Why then, is Sheehan choos-
ing now to protest so actively? And
what exactly does she hope to ac-
complish if she is able to question
Bush?

In terms of the issue at hand, I
wholeheartedly agree with
Sheehan.

As a college student who is
roughly the age of the men and
women dying in Iraq every day, I
feel strongly that we need to leave,
and we need to leave now. Never
mind that some may say we haven't
finished the job. Never mind that
the Iraqis are perhaps not ready for
us to leave and are as yet still inca-
pable of establishing their own gov-
ernment. I say we have sacrificed
more than enough with our lives,
our money, and our time. The war
seems futile at this point (if it didn't
seem so two years ago).

However, I do not agree with
Sheehan's way of going about
things. I feel she missed her chance

to put the President in an uncom-
fortable position and ask him some
tough questions about the war.
That chance was two months ago.
Bush will never sit down with
Sheehan again and her vigil will
never bring about the result she is
looking for.

The protest and vigil also do not
seem to have garnered any fresh
support for the anti-war camp, ei-
ther. Sure, it's gained lots of media
attention, but has it truly inspired
any new and fresh bodies to join
the ranks of the protest? It doesn't
seem so. Granted, Sheehan was
visited by Martin Sheen, who
played the President on "The West
Wing." This hardly seems notewor-
thy, however, since many celebri-
ties have been against the war since
the beginning. Unluckily for
Sheehan, Sheen has little influence
with the real President and can only
offer his own support, as lacking in
influence as it is.

To be honest, Sheehan's vigil
seems more of a way to grieve for
the loss of her son than it does a
focused effort to bring about
change. While I do admire her per-
sistence and do applaud her con-
viction in taking on Bush, I find her
attempt futile. Bush knows the
American people are unhappy.
Whether he cares or not is an en-
tirely different story. With his ap-
proval rating dive-bombing and
support for the war dwindling, Bush
doesn't need Sheehan's protest to
show him that his citizens are an-
ary.

Unfortunately for us, there is little
we can do about the war in Iraq.
While I do believe it is important to
make our voices heard and exercise
our First Amendment rights,
Sheehan just didn't make enough
noise at the right time on this one.
Because of this, she is left with the
support of Martin Sheen instead of
the support of Bush.

Cell phones in cars: what's the big deal?

Aren't there more important things to worry about?

BYMATTZEBROWSKI
Beacon Op-Ed Asst. Editor

I am not a cell phone advocate by
any means. They're fun and handy,
definitely, but I'll be the first to ad-
mit that sure, they probably give
you cancer from all the satellite
beams going straight to your head,
and sure, dialing them can be quite
distracting while driving.

But none of this really justifies a
sentiment that is rapidly making its
way into "if I had a nickel for every
time..." levels of obnoxiousness: the
idea that cellular devices are solely
responsible for every car accident
ever.

I solemnly swear that every single
time there is a major automobile ac-
cident in the area, someone, be it
my parents or relatives or people
who just so happen to be neara TV
[ am watching will say (usually al-
most verbatim), "I bet one of them
was on a damned cell phone!" And
then, almost immediately after,
someone else pipes up with,
"Those things should NOT be al-
lowed in cars!"

Really, this doesn't make much
sense to me. There were accidents
before cell phones, I swear. Ask

Grandma. Even now, to imply that
all accidents are caused by cell
phones is just plain absurd. In
fact, I've been in a few small fender-
benders myself that were in no way
related to cell phones that I offer
as proof. Granted, my proof
doesn't matter much, as the people
who think that cell phones should
"NOT be allowed in cars!" have
managed to pass through laws in
our neighbor states New York and
New Jersey that have achieved
that aim.

And while the safety and best
interests of their constituency is
obviously the primary concern of
any lawmaker (hey, stop laughing!
I'm being serious!), the whole thing
always struck me as a little trite. I
mean, no one ever looks into the
number of accidents that CD play-
ers in cars cause, but judging by
how distracting fumbling with the
stereo can be, I'd bet it's a lot.
Should CD players be outlawed?

Or what about when you have
something in the back seat that
you just GOTTA have, like NOW,
and it just can't wait till a red light,
so you have to grope around be-
hind you while trying to keep your
eyes on the road and steer

straight? Should keeping stuff in
your back seat be illegal too?

What about when there's an attrac-
tive member of the opposite sex walk-
ing down the sidewalk and you
gawk at them as you drive past? You
know you do it, don't lie. Should
gawking be illegal? Maybe it would
be easier to make it illegal for attrac-
tive people to walk on sidewalks?
Sure this may seem a little ridiculous,
but if we're going to be trying to
eliminate every possible distraction
from drivers we may as well go whole
hog.

Okay, okay. I admit I'm being funny.
In all seriousness, [ am fully aware
that these laws in New York and New
Jersey banning cell phone use in
cars have been statistically proven
to reduce the number of cell phone
related accidents (well, duh!), and
there's no way that reducing the
number of accidents can be a bad
thing because that saves lives.

But I can think of some things that
would save a lot more lives. Like
affordable (or, better yet, free)
healthcare. Or maybe like improv-
ing public education so that inner
city kids have adequate preparation
for the real world, thereby giving
them alternatives to gangs. Or, you

know, stem cell research?

Of course, this seems to be the
way that politicians work. They
champion some issue like cell
phones or Janet Jackson's nipple
or Terri Schiavo or Natalee
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