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· Budget Proposal for 2004-05 Explained at SG Meeting 
Four percent hike in student costs proposed BY GABE LeDONNE 

Beacon Managing Editor 

Wilkes' 2004-05 budget proposal was pre­
sented to Student Government (SG) on 
Wednesday. The budget proposes a 4.06% 
increase in student costs. The increase would 
translate into a $389 increase per semester in 
tuition and fees for full-time undergraduates 
and a $102 to $112 per semester hike for cam­
pus residents. 

On hand to explain the budget, as well as 
field questions from SG representatives were 
Vice President of Finance and Support Op­
erations, Scott Byers; Vice President of En­
rollment, Michael Frantz; and Vice President 
of Student Affairs, Paul Adams. 

they were trying to hide anything 
from us," Jenkins said. "They 
showed us charts and graphs, and 
told us their reasoning behind the 
increase," Jenkins explained. 

Jenkins, who is planning on re­
turning next fall to continue his edu­
cation beyond his current biology 
major, will be paying the four per­
cent increase; however, he says he 
doesn't mind. 

"Four percent never feels good," Byers 
said. "But I think if you look at some of the 
numbers [from other institutions], you'll see 
that we fared pretty well against our com­
petitors, keeping the price down. It's some­
thing that we know rings true with the stu­
dents; and we're going to keep trying to push 
that number down as far as we can." 

"I don't mind the increase as long 
as I see improvements on campus. 
Jenkins said. "Over the years that 
I've been here, I've seen improve­
ment in services and facilities--so I 
think the increase is justified as long 
as they continue to do so." 

Student Revenue Dependency The BeaconfT. Mick Jenkins 
During the meeting, Byers · Vice President of Enrollment, Michael Frantz (left) looks on as Vice President of Finance and 

pointed out that the university's Support Operations, Scott Byers explains the tuition hike at Wednesday's SG Meeting. 

Senior Class President, T. Mick Jenkins, 
was at the SG meeting on Wednesday, and 
commented that he was impressed with the 
Vice Presiderits' presentations. 

"I thought they were very professional, 
and very informative. They came across as 
very straightforward; I didn't feel as though 

dependency on tuition is significant, 
with 93% of its total revenue coming from stu­
dent monies; specifically, Byers reported that 
university receives 82% of its total revenue from 
tuition and university fees, and another 11 % 
from food service and housing fees. 

"We're not unlike a lot of other private insti­
tutions--most are tuition dependent.." Byers 

WINTER WEEKEND 2004 
Team "Trojan Man" compete in the Tug-of-War on Saturday, February 21 as part 
of the Winter Weekend festivities. The Team placed second in the competition, 
falling to Team G.I. Jim. For a complete photo recap, see the pages 10 and 11. 

said; however, he also stated that he hopes 
to lower the current percentage numbers. 

"The hope is that we reduce the reliance 
on tuition, but it will be a long-planned pro­
cess to make effective change in that area," 
Byers said. "Part of the strategic plan for 

2010 is to grow the endowment to double its 
current value of $30 million to $60 million-­
that will help lower that number [student rev­
enue dependency] . There are some active 
grants out there ·from federal and state gov-

Budget continued on page 4 

Biology Profs Study Questions 
Source of Deadly Chemicals 

BY JULIEMELF 
Beacon Assistant News Editor 

Cancer. A simple two-syllable word that 
rips families apart and evokes pain and suf­
fering for those afflicted with the often 
deadly disease. In order to avoid contract­
ing it, many people try to stay away from 
carcinogenic materials and swear off red 
meat by becoming a vegetarian or relying 
on a hearty diet of seafood. 

But according to new research, farm 
raised salmon contains high 

Hans Laufer's research findings were recently 
published in the February issue of the presti­
gibus science journal, The Biological Bulle­
tin. Biggers teamed up with Laufer at the Uni­
versity of Connecticut, where he was previ­
ously employed. The two received a grant 
from the Department of Environmental Pro­
tection in Connecticut to figure out why the 
lobsters in the Long Island Sound were dy­
ing. 

Biology continued on Page 2 
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genie. And now, thanks to re-
search conducted by Wilkes 
University Assistant Profes­
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cals that, if consumed in large 
quantities could also possi­
bly cause cancer. 
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NEWS 

quito insecticide by Monsanto, 
a company that specializes in 
producing genetically altered 
food. 

FEBRUARY 23, 2004 

ants; apparently. The 
amount of these 
things that are in the 
environment, and no­
body has really any 
idea what the short 
term effects are, let 
alone the long term af­
fects . It's been a 
pretty interesting 
class," said third year 
biotogy major David 
Stillman. 

"Laufer and I originally thought it was due 
to methoprene, a mosquito insecticide that 
was sprayed heavily in areas to get rid of 
mosquitoes that spread the West Nile Virus. 
So we bled the lobsters and examined their 
blood for the presence of methoprene using 
chemical analysis, mass spectrometry, and gas 
chromatography. And the analysis showed 
that we didn't find any methoprene, but in 
looking closer at what was present in ttie 
blood, I found alkyl phenols present, which 
causes a lot of concern now because they are 
produced in large amounts," explained 
Biggers. 

According to Biggers, thousands of alkyl 
phenols are produced per year by industry 
and are used in things like laundry detergents, 

"I think that people are ne­
glecting the fact that these things 
have insecticide activity, and 
therefore they can also, just like 
methoprene, affect lobsters. But 
the thing is, I don't think it's 
Monsanto that's doing it. I've 
done some research and it looks 
like these same four chemicals are 
used in Good Year Tire rubber," 
said Biggers. 

Dr. William Biggers While Laufer and 
·Biggers's research 
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Biggers also felt that there are 
many possible ways those chemicals got into 

the Long Island 
Sound. It may have 

I think that people are neglecting t~e fact that these been due to rain 

things have insecticide activity, and therefore they washing tire tread 

can also, just like methoprene, affect lobsters. left on the highway 
Dr. William Biggers causing it to enter 

Assistant Professor of Biology into th e sound, or 
-------------------------- from people actually 

dumping tires into 
the Sound. 

denture sealants, lubricants, rubber prepara­
tion, tires, etc. The antioxidants are used be­
cause they prevent the cracking of rubber. 
One of the alkyl phenols is used as a mos-
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"We recently had a seminar on the anti­
oxidants that are produced by chemical com­
panies for an unbelievable amount of things, 
everything from tire production to dental seal-
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has opened many 
doors to explaining the death of lobsters in 
the Long Island Sound, there are still many 
doors that have yet to be unlocked. Though 
the researchers have offered a list of possi­
bilities of how these chemicals got into the 
Sound, none of the possibilities have been 
definitely concluded. And while some may 
think this issue only concerns Long Island, 
more and more research is indicating that the 
effects of such chemical pollution on aquatic 
wildlife has actually become a worldwide prob­
lem, and until more research is conducted no 
definite answers can be offered. 

www.wilkesbeacon.com/travel 
www.wilkesbeacon.com/scholarshlps 
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BYLEEKEATII 
.Associated Press Writer 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP)--Dhia al-Hariri re­
turned to Iraq after decades in exile to re­
claim his father's beloved home, only to find 
that Saddam Hussein's regime had turned it 
into a house of horrors. 

What was once the backyard is now a 
· dark maze of iron-doored cells. One bedroom 

has a hook in the ceiling from which interro­
gators hung prisoners, breaking their arms 
and zapping them with electricity. 

"This was my grandmother's bedroom," 
al-Hariri, 54, said Saturday, standing in a 
room barren except for the remains of iron 
.bars embedded in the floor where lines of 
prisoners were chained . 

For years, neighbors on the street of 
walled homes heard screarris at night from 
the house down the lane and saw hand­
cuffed men being led in and out. 

Saddam's security agents seized the 
house in 1980, after al-Hariri's family fled the 
country, and for the next 23 years it was used 
as a secret interrogation center for political 
prisoners. 

After Saddam's fall in April, prisons were 
opened and former inmates flooded in to re­
visit the scene of their ordeals. Mass graves 
have been uncovered and families have be­
gun the task of tracking down loved ones 
among the hundreds of thousands of who 
disappeared. 

AI-Hariri's house illustrates how the 
regime's brutality was literally right next 
door--and how it remains woven into the fab­
ric of the neighborhood. 

One officer who worked in the al-Hariri 
house still lives on the street. "No one can 
touch him; we don't dare," said Ali Zeini, a 
neighbor. 

The house was the realization of a dream 
for al-Hariri's father, Kadhem. He built it in 
1968, a one-floor, modem-design home in a 
neighborhood of doctors in Baghdad's up­
per-class Mansour district. "He brought in 
architects to do it American-style because 
that's what he liked," al-Hariri said. 

One of the first to be tortured there was 
al-Hariri's younger brother Safa, held meters 
(yards) from his old bedroom. He was ex­
ecuted in 1982. 

Dhia al-Hariri, visiting from his home in 
Leeds, England, sounds like a rental agent 
as he walks through it. "This was all wood 
paneling on the walls here. Oak. See those 
windows? All oak frames," he said in what 
was once the sitting room. "There were chan­
deliers in every room." · 

Al-Hariri was 18 when the family moved 
into the house and he lived there until he 
went abroad for studies six years later. The 
outside facade looks much the same, but the 
interior has been transformed. Windows are 
bricked over, cinderblock walls block the pas­
sageways and cut rooms in half. 

It is this other house that Qays Abu 
Muhammed remembers. 

"This is where they did the interroga­
tions," he said, standing in the bedroom next 

to the grandmother's. 
Abu Muhammed said he was hung by his 

arms from the ceiling hook, then pulled down 
until his shoulders dislocated. Electrodes 
were then put on his earlobes. 

The next room down, a tiny space by the 
stairs up to the roof, was where they held 
women, he said. 

In the sitting room, the officers interrogat­
ing him brought in another prisoner, a man in 
his 60s, threw alcohol on him and set him 
ablaze, Abu Muhammed said. 

In the grandmother's bedroom, Abu 
Muhammed was handcuffed, crouching, to 
the iron bar on the floor, with the burned man 
chained next to him in line. 

"Over the next few days they would take 
him away and bring him back," he said. "Then 
one day he didn't return." 

Abu Muhammed, 39, was arrested in 1984 
and held at the house for a month, accused of 
belonging to a Shiite Muslim opposition 
group, the Dawa Party. He estimates that sev­
eral hundred prisoners--Shiites, communists 
and other activists--passed through the 
house just during the time he was there. 

"Who knows how many were here over 
the years. Maybe a third died in torture. A 
third were taken out and executed, and a third 
got out alive," al-Hariri said. 

Saddam's government frequently took over 
houses abandoned by exiles, handing them 
out to high-ranking loyalists or putting them 
to use for offices. Houses like al-Hariri's gave 
security agents a discreet location to carry 
out interrogations and· force confessions. 
Some, like Abu Muhammed, were then sen­
tenced to jail terms - or execution. 

"We would always hear screaming," said 
'.?eini, the neighbor. "It became very ordinary 
for us. What could we do?" 

Al-Hariri moved to the back of his house. 
It used to be an open yard. Now, it's walled 
off into five cells. With a bang, al-Hariri 
jammed aside the bolt on an iron door and 
swung it open. This cell was the bedroom of 
two more of his brothers, twins. 

"They had pictures of every football star 
in the world taped on their walls," he said. 

Now the bare concrete walls are carved 
with graffiti from those held there: names, 
dates--as far back as December 1980 and as 
recent as 2002--hatch marks counting the 
days, prayers, a crude drawing of a girl. "Call 
these numbers: Fayez and Heifaa," pleads one 
scrawl to anyone who gets out, with phone 
numbers beside them. 

On another cell wall is the drawing of a 
heart with wings and a palm tree with birds 
flying above it. 

Al-Hariri, who counts 10 relatives killed 
by Saddam's regime, has hired lawyers to start 
the long process of reclaiming the house. In 
the meantime, a cousin is staying there to 
keep away looters. 

But al-Hariri said he'll never live there again. 
"I want a home in Baghdad, but this house 

is too difficult. I need something where I won't 
see it every day," he said. 
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First Wo01an to Speak at Kirby Lecture Series 
Mail order guru Lillian Vernon scheduled to off er her expertise 

BY KRISTIN KILE 
Beacon Staff Writer 

The Kirby Lecture series is breaking more 
ground than usual this year; the first woman 
speaker in the series' history will be making 
her way onto the Wilkes campus March 31, 
2004. Lillian Vernon, owner of one of 
America's leading catalog and online retail­
ers appropriately named Lillian Vernon, will 
address the business world and how she made 
it as an entrepreneur. 

According to the Greater Talent Network 
Speakers Database, www.greatertalent.com, 
Vernon and her family came to the United 
States from their native Germany "to escape 
the pe~ils of World War II." While in the U.S., 
Vernon attended New York University, "but 
like many women at the time, left after two 
years to get married. Two years later, in 1951, 
using $2,000 of wedding gift money, a 4-month 
pregnant Lillian Vernon started her mail order 
business. Her goals were modest at first: earn 
a few extra dollars to pay household bills and 
keep occupied while awaiting the ~irth of her 
first child." 

However, today, Vernon is considered 
"one of America's most accomplished and 
well-known leaders in the catalog and retail 
industries. She is a pioneer, blazing trails for 
women in a· field once dominated by men," 

Budget continued from page i 

ernments." Byers also said that he hopes to 
build upon a solid annual gifting campaign 
that the office developed last year. 

But Byers was quick to point out that dra­
matic change is not in the foreseeable future . 
Byers said that a realistic goal fo·r the univer­
sity could be "around 80% in tuition depen­
dency, and 85% total student dependency." 

"You're still susceptible to the marketplace, 
but it can give you time to adjust," he added. 

The 4% tuition increase accommodates 
the general cost of inflation for the univer­
sity, including faculty and staff salaries and 
benefits , an expense that absorbs 43 % of 
university budget. 

Other increased expenses for the institu­
tion include financial aid packages, opera­
tional expenses, and capital project expenses. 

Financial Aid 
With 24% of the university's budget go­

ing towards financial a.id, Mike Frantz, Vice 
President of Enrollment was on hand to offer 
insight into how his office disperses those 
funds . 

"It's a combination of university grants 
and merit scholarships," Frantz said. "Over 
90% ofa typical freshman class receives some 
type of Wilkes-based aid, merit scholarship 
and/or need-based grants." Although, Frantz 
pointed out that percentage drops when ap­
plied to the entire student body. "It's not that 
we're taking money away from students once 
they get here ... it's primarily because you're 
then factoring in part-time students who don't 
receive university-based aid, and students 
who h~ve employers reimbursing them," 
Frantz explained. 

. "Globally, what we want to continue to 

this according to her biography on Greater 
Talent Network. 

Dr. Jeffrey Alves, Professor of Free Enter­
prise explained that the lectures are designed 
to offer insight into the business world from 
someone who has lived it. 

"The Kirby Lec-
tures are intended to 
be a once a semester 
presentation by a 
leading component 
of the free enterprise 
system or some as­
pect of entrepreneur­
ship," said Alves. 

just by her own sweat." 
In the Lecture series' history, there have 

been many notable speakers present from big 
corporations to Internet businesses. Previ­
ous speakers include Jerry Greenfield from 
Ben & Jerry's, John Stossel from ABC News, 

Walter Williams, a leading con­
sumer economist, and Andy 
McKelvie of Monster.com. 
These speakers, like all of the 
series' speakers to-date, are 
men. 

Alves said that even 
though they have never had a 
female speaker, that fact was 
not a primary consideration fo~ 
choosing Vernon. 

"The intent is to 
give our students an 
opportunity to hear 
some pretty well 
known folks and in­
teract with them at 
the reception after­
wards," said Alves . 
"So far they've gone 
reasonable well. I 

Lillian Vernon 

"We want to have some 
balance. In reality today more 
women start businesses than 
men. She's not going to talk 
about the feminine side, be­
cause she doesn't believe in 
_that," said Alves. 

think Lillian Vernon is an interesting one 
because ... she's our first female speaker, and 
she literally started her business at her kitchen 
table in the early 50s. She was really a pio­
neer in modern catalogue retail. She did it 

demonstrate is that we're maintaining the 
affordability of the institution and control­
ling costs. We want to stay competitive, not 
just locally with other private institutions, but 
also with two-year and state schools .. .It 
doesn't mean that we have to be the cheapest 
option; but we have to be a reasonably af­
fordable option," said Frantz. 

Capital Projects 
The proposed capital projects that Byers 

brought up during the SG meeting attracted 
perhaps the most interest from SG members. 
One of those projects included the promised 
renovations to the Stark Learning Center. 

"It's a three-phase project:" Byers said of 
the SLC project. "The first phase that we're 
taking care of is some of the infrastructure 
and ventilation issues. That will start over 
spring break. It's almost a million dollars of 
work that needs to be done. 

"Also this spring we'll start 'programming 
the buildings,' evaluating the needs of the 
occupants of that building, and looking at 
how we want to use the building-whether we 
want classroom space, or office space. From 
that we'll begin phase two and three ." The 
major challenge for phase two, Byers ex­
plained was, "how do we implement these 
changes?" 

"If we're successful in completing pro­
gramming this spring, we'll start this summer," 
Byers said. Once started, the project on SLC 
sl.:iould be completed over a 12 to 18 month 
time frame, Byers said. 

Resident Hall Projects 
Another major project that the budget al­

lotted for is the renovation of a few residence 
halls: namely, Sullivan Hall and Fortinsky Hall. 

· "Fortinsky will be having some life safety 

Instead, attendees will be 
able to hear firsthand how Vernon started a 
business from scratch . . Alves said that 
Vernon's speech is "probably going to be a 
combination of her story, about growing a 
retail catalogue business and how she did 

items installed,'' Byers said. "From our van­
tage point--by numbers [of residents], and 
by the height of the building--there is prob­
ably more risk there than there is in others." 
Byers explained that limited exit routes in com­
parison to other halls, was one of the major 
factors that made Fortinsky a priority. 

Byers pointed out that Evans Hall received 
similar life safety equipment last summer for 
the same reasons. 

"With Sullivan we're looking at a complete 
renovation:• Byers stated. 'Tm not sure if 
there was any great logic in why Sullivan was 
picked first, except that it hadn't been looked 
at, and it hadn 't been renovated since the 
uni versity acquired it 30-some years ago." 

Dr. Paul Adams, Vice President of Student 
Affairs also commented on the end goal in 
terms of the residence halls for students. 

"From a comfort standpoint, we want to 

create spaces_ that are constructed around 
clusters of people,'' Adams said . "Wilkes is 
very blessed with some of the old houses 
that we can accomplish that fairly easily. We 
want to make sure that we have spaces in the 
residence halls that allow for small group 
projects, that people to get to know each other 
in a mory intimate way ... rather than just living 
in double-barreled corridors and sharing a 
common bathroom." 

Adams said that this idea is being consid­
ered in the planning of the Sullivan renova­
tion. Sullivan is not one of those residence 
halls blessed with large common-spaces. "One 
of the things we're asking the architects this 
summer is to reconfigure the space to see if 
there's a way to make it more friendly to what 
the ,students are desiring," Adams com­
mented. 

that, arid some of the challenges of being an 
Entrepreneur over the years. And she'll talk 
about the business challenges and some of 
the personal challenges." 

Vernon began her business by placing a 
pricey advertisement in Seventeen magazine 
of a personalized handbag and belt and her 
business soared from there . In 1956, "the 
Lillian Vernon catalog was born-16 pages in 
black and white, mailed to 125,000 customers 
who had responded to her ads." Her com­
pany is now a multimillion-dollar company 
and Vernon continues to play an essential 
role in her company. 

In addition to serving on the boards of 
numerous nonprofit organizations, Vernon is 
also the recipient of many prestigious awards. 

"She has spoken at many universities and 
has received several honors including induc­
tion in the Direct Marketing Hall of Fame, the 
Ellis Island Medal of Honor, Big Brother/Big 
Sisters National Hero Award and Gannett 
Newspapers Business Leadership Award," 
said Vernon's biography. 

The Alan P. Kirby Center board of manag­
ers sponsors the Kirby Lecture series. Vernon 
is due to speak on March 31, 2004 at 7 :00 p.m. 
at a location yet to be determined. The lec­
ture is free to the public and students and 
faculty are welcome to attend. 

Both the Fortinsky and Sullivan projects 
are schedules to be completed by next fall. 

Byers commented that there are other 
buildings that do need to have renovations, 
and added that the ongoing Strategic Master 
Plan is addressing how to prepare for those 
halls in the years to come. 

Financial Disipline 
Byers also stressed his attempt to make 

the university more "financially disciplined" 
in maintenance overall by preparing for re­
placements of furniture and equipment 
throughout the university. 

"The thought is to capture information on 
the lifespan of things on campus, and put 
money away for their replacement,'' Byers 
explained. 

Byers used an example in his presentation 
to SG, explaining, "If we have 300 chairs and 
each costs $100, that means to replace every 
chair on campus, we would need $30,000. So, 
if we talk to the manufacturer, and find out 
that each chair has a lifespan of five years 
that would mean that we should put away 
$6,000 [per year] just for the chairs." 

In order to initiate such a strategy, Byers 
said that the · st step is "really just getting a 
handle on what we have, what the lifespan is, 
and what money is necessary that we have to 
set aside to replace it and keep it up to 
date ... so that we don't have stuff that's 20 
years old, only because we were lucky andit 
lasted that long." 

The proposed budget will be presented to 
the Board of Trustees at their meeting on cam­
pus April 15; if approved the new budget will 
go into effect June 1--the beginning of the 
2004-05 fiscal year . 
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EDITORIAL 5 

Historical Context to Current Violence in Haiti 
BY Dr. RICHARD GILLESPIE 
Adjuct Professor of Theater 

In light of the growing violence 
in Haiti, I thought the Wilkes com­
munity might appreciate having ·a 
scorecard to help follow events 
there. 

First, a few historical notes for 
perspective: Two hundred years 
ago this January the only success­
ful slave revolt in history led to the 
founding of the first black republic 
in history. Center to the revolt was 
an extraordinary man, Toussaint 
Louverture, who rose from slavery 
to become the Governor General of 
the French colony under the 
French revolutionary government. 
It was Tmissaint's vision to build a 
modern nation in which all races 
were equal and men were rewarded 
for their abilities only. His dream 
was shattered by the rise of Napo­
leon who wished to create a slave 
empire in the West Indies and the 
western part of North America. Al­
though the freed slaves of Haiti 
defeated Napoleon's army, 
Toussaint did not survive to lead 
the new nation, which was torn 
apart from its beginnings by the 
conflict between the blacks, prima­
rily in the north, and the mulattos, 
primarily in the south--a conflict 
which still echoes in Haiti. 

Because of his defeat in Haiti, 
Napoleon had to abandon his goal 
of a slave empire. Cutting his losses, 
he sold the Louisiana Territories to 
the United States. 

The European nations and the 
United States did not share 
Toussaint's dream of equality 
among.all races and found.the new 
black nation a threat to the slave 
holding colonies and· states mak­
ing it difficult for Haiti to succeed. 
Examples: France demanded repa­
rations for the financial loss of its 
slaves as a condition of recogniz­
ing the new nation, and U.S. Presi­
dent Thomas Jefferson halted all 
trade between the two countries 
even though they had been major 
trading partners when Haiti was a 
French colony. 

During its two hundred year his­
tory Haiti has had trouble govern­
ing itself because of its internal di­
visions and because of the colo­
nial practices of the countries on 
which it was dependent. 

The same internal and external 
forces are at work in Haiti today. 

Although there is great politi­
cal confusion in Haiti today with 
factions shifting back and forth, 
one can identify three major inter­
ests: I) President Aristide and his 
supporters; 2) those opposed to 
Aristide but who want a peaceful 
resolution to the conflict; and 3) 
those who want Aristide driven 

from office by force. 
Jean Bertrand Aristide was a 

black parish priest serving the poor 
in Port-au-Prince. Politically he was 
influenced by the liberation theol­
ogy movement in the Catholic 
Church. Supported by his political 
party of the poor; the "Fanmi 
Lavalas" (literally translated, the 
Family Flood") in 1990, he was 
elected president of Haiti. His first 
actions were to dismantle the bu; 
reaucracy built by the Duvalier dic­
tatorships (father and son) between 
1957 and 1986. In so doing he threat­
ened the privileges of the rich, pri­
marily m~lattos. Seven months into 
his term, the Duvalierests staged a 
military coup and drove Aristide 
from power and from the country. 
In 1994 the United States militarily 
occupied Haiti and restored Aristide 
to the presidency. His term expired 

• in 1995 and he was replaced by one 
of his supporters who held the of­
fice until Aristide could be reele~ted 
in 2000. With the support of the 
United States he dismantled the mili­
tary, exiled the coup leaders and re­
placed the army with a weak national 
police force. 

In the three years of his second 
term, Aristide has alienated many 
of his supporters and emboldened 
his enemies. The 2000 election it­
self is a major issue. Fanmi Lavals 
swept most of the national, regional 
and local elections, giving Aristide 
a strong base from which to rule. 
But seven congressional elections 
were contested. The Constitution 
requires elections to be decided by . 
a majority vote. In the seven the 
candidates won by pluralities, but 
Aristide refused to have run-off 
elections. As a result, the United 
States, the International Monetary 
Fund, and others cut off f:inancial 
aid to Haiti until the elections were 
rerun. Aristide stood firm, putting 
his country in a desperate financial 
situation because of the loss of aid. 

More recently Aristide has been 
accused of supporting violence to 
silence his critics. At least three 
popular journalists were assassi­
nated, and the judges investigating 
the cases have fled the country, 
fearful for their lives. Aristide is also 
accused of hiring young men - nick­
named chimres - from the slums of 
Port-au-Prince to intimidate and at­
tack his critics and demonstrators 
against his government. He has also 
been accused of enriching himself 
from the drug trade in Haiti which in 
the past few years has become a 
major transport center between 
South America and the U.S. But de­
spite his failings, real or imagined, 
most observers believe that he 
would still win an election if it were 
held today. 

There is a large group in Haiti 
who were supporters of Aristide but 
who are disappointed with his rule. 
They want him to step down volun­
tarily. They do not want a violent 
change of.government. (It would be 
the thirty-third coup d'tat in Haiti in 
two hundred years.) Chief among 
these is Group 184, a conglomerate 
of peasants, students, and other 
intellectuals. Group 184 is a major 
sponsor of student demonstrations. 
and such. Group 184 is generally 
seen as leftist in politics. There are , 
however, observers who claim there 
are former supporter of the 
Duvaliers and sweatshop factory 
owners in the group. 

Those pushing for a violent coup 
d'tat are a mixed lot. The earliest vi9-
lence against Aristide came for 
former chimres, some because they 
claimed Aristide was no longer pay­
ing them, and others because they 
felt betrayed by him. 

The new armed coup began in 
Gonavas, a city in northwest Haiti 
that was Toussaint's headquarters 
during the war with France and the 
location of Haiti's declaration of in­
dependence. The coup was begun 
by the brother and other support­
ers of Amiot Metayer. Metayer, the 
leader of a band of young men wh0 
called themselves the Cannibal 
Army, proclaimed himself Aristide's 
strongman in Gonav.as . Because of 
the violent acts of the Ca!lTii bal 
Army against Aristide's critics, the 
United States and CARICOM (the 
Caribbean Community) insisted 
that Aristide arrest Metayer. His fol­
lowers broke him out of prison by 
knocking down a wall with a bull­
dozer, and Metayer returned to 
Gonavas and his pro-Aristide vio­
lence until he was murdered. His 
.followers. were convinced he was 
killed on Aristide's orders, and 
changed loyalties. They have been 
joined in the past two weeks by a 
motley crew ofright-wingArrny of­
ficers and other Duvalierests, in­
cluding Guy Philippe, a former po­
lice chief in Cap Haitian (Haiti's sec­
ond largest city), and Louis Jodel 
Chamblain, a leader of Duvalier's 
death squad in the 1980s, and a 

. leader ofFRAPH (Front for the Ad­
vancement and Progress ofHaiti)­
a group involved in the coup 
against Aristide in 1991. In the past 
week these men led a squad of armed 
men who shot their way into Haiti 
from the Dominican Republic, kill­
ing two Dominican soldiers . The 
generally recognized leader of the 
armed coup attempt is J ea n 
"Tatoune" Pierre, the chief leader 
of the FRAPH coup in 1991. 

Haiti, cont-inned on page 7 
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All Love, Not Just Heterosexual, Should be Recognized and Valued 
Anyone who has been fol­

lowing the news over the past 
year, and more specifically over 
the last few weeks, knows about 
the heated debate that has arisen 
over the questions of whether 
or not same sex couples should 
be allowed to legally sanction 
their attachments through some 
form of marriage or civil union. 

Most recently, the mayor of 
San Francisco has decided to 
allow same sex marriages and a 
State Superior Court Judge ruled 
that the weddings can continue, 
denying-the demands by conser­
vative groups that such unions 
be prohibited from continuing. 
Over the past week or two hun­
dreds of same sex couples from 
all over the nation have flocked 
to San Francisco courthouses 
to participate in same sex civil 
ceremonies with loved ones. 

Some would consider the ac­
tions of this judge to be brave; 
others would consider them de- , 
fiant. This is because President 
Bush, in his State~ of the Union 
address, insinuated that "ren­
egade judges" who issued such 
opinions and handed down such 
rulings could face repercus­
sions. 

On a recent episode of the 
conservative Christian news and 
talk show 700 Club, host Pat 
Robertson was heard to remark 
that since these events are tak­
ing place, San Francisco is in a 
state of "chaos" and "anarchy," 
and that the National Guard 
should be brought in to get 
things in San Francisco under 
control. 

But what exactly is the threat 
that suggests troops should be 
brought in? There are no riots; there 
is no looting, no widespread vio­
lence. People who love each other 
and are already sharing their lives 
together are getting married in civil 
ceremonies. They just happen to 
be of the same sex. It really 
shouldn't be anyone else's business 
who an individual wants to live with 
or spend the rest of their lives with. 

But apparently some government 
officials and other conservative 
groups don't agree. 

So much for John Lennon's fa­
mous mantra "make love not war." 
It seems these days in America war 
is being made on love, or at least 
those who dare to love someone 

who is of the same gender. 
People who strongly oppose 

same sex marriage state that these 
marriages are violations of "the 
sanctity of marriage" and a threat 
to legal, heterosexual marriages and 
traditional family life. If same sex 
marriages were eventually allowed 
in this country, would it somehow 
discourage people from entering 
into heterosexual marriages? No, 
probably not. Would the already 
high divorce rate amongst hetero­
sexual married couples increase? 
Probably not, or at least not be­
cause of the occurrence of same sex 
marriages. Many citizens and gov­
ernment officials who oppose same 
sex marriage do so out of respect 
for their religious traditions--cer­
tainly they should be allowed to 
hold the opinions that are inspired 
_by the customs of their faith ., If th~ 
officials of the various churches, 
temples, and synagogues in this 
country, and the officials of the ma­
jor religions decide that it is against 
the religious principles of their faith 
to perform gay marriages or allow 
them within a religious context, then 
that is valid. But isn't it against the 
ideals of separation of church and 
state for the government to deny 
same sex couples a civil ceremony, 
since most of the reasons for the 
strong opposition against it arise 
from a religious base? 

Many same sex couples are al­
ready living together--as it is their 
right. Thankfully, the government 
doesn't claim to dictate who we can 
live with in the same way it dictates 
who we can or cannot marry. These 
members of same sex couples are 
productive members of society, and 
it is unfair to compromise their 

rights. For example, a person who 
'is involved in a relationship with a 
person of the same sex may not be 
allowed visitation rights if their part­
ner is hospitalized, because they are 
not a "family member" and they are 
not considered a "spouse" . accord­
ing to the legal definition. This is 
regardless of whether or not they 
live together, and have done so for 
many years. The healthy partner in 
this case desires to be a support­
ive, loving spouse in all respects; 
however, because they are denied 
the title, they are also denied spe­
cific social recognition of similar 
rights and responsibilities. 

Recently, a gay Congressman 
described on news radio a situation 
he faced when he was trying to ob­
tain emergency room care for he and 
his partner's adopted son. Out of 
necessity, ·only one of their names 
could appear on their child's insur­
ance information . The 
Congressman's name could not le-

gaily be entered into the block des­
ignated "spo·use ." Despite the 
child's needing immediate emer­
gency care, the admitting nurse 
wasted · valuable time by refusing 
admittance because the Congress­
man was not listed as a parent in 
the paperwork because he and his 
partner are not--cannot be, under 
the current state of affairs--married. 

The beloved partner 1)f a gay man 
or woman who may be sick or dying 
can be denied the opportunity of 
supporting his or her partner 
through the illness--perhaps even 
seeing them one last time before 
they die. A child is being denied 
health care while a nurse--who was 
probably motivated by prejudice-­
argues over whether or not the man 
that child knows and loves as a fa­
ther can be considered his parent. 

And the people who oppose 
same sex marriage claim to do so 
out of respect for family values. 
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Should Wilkes Aluinni Have Free Access to Gyin? 

BY GINGER ESLICK 
Beacon Op-Ed Editor 

The Marts Gym is now a state-of-the-art 
facility that can be accessed by anyone, that 
is if they are willing to pay the price. Wilkes 
University alumni, however, cannot use the 
facility without paying a fee. This situation 
leads to many questions. What benefits 
should alumni have? Is there a valid reason 
for not admitting alumni into the Marts Cen­
ter free of charge? _ 

Give Back to Deserving Alumni 
The alumni of Wilkes University should 

have the right to use the Marts Gym. For 
without the tuition money that all of the past 
and current students have brought to Wilkes 
University, .there would be no University to 
attend. 

Parents and students alike have worked 

hard a good portion of their lives iu order to 
save money for the ever-increasing expense 
of college. To me, it seems only fair that the 
University would be willing to give something 
back to. these alumni after the illustrious day 
of graduation. 

After all, it is not as if every past member 
of Wilkes would be flooding the Marts Cen­
ter in order to get access to a free work out. 
Many graduates have moved out of this area, 
and those who remain may not all feel the 
desire to use the facilities; therefore, an over­
crowded gym is not a valid concern. 

Alumni who are interested in using the 
gym have most likely worked out for a good 
portion of their lives. People who work out 
tend to be healthier and live longer than those 
who do not. Translation, these individuals 
are not likely to drop dead while taking part in 
the latest work out craze. If this matter does 
boil down to an insurance issue, simply re­
quire the alumni to sign a waiver releasing 
the University from all responsibilities. 

These people are not immature muscle 
heads whose sole desire is to out-lift the per­
son next to them. They are adults who have 
given countless dollars to the University, and 

now they want something back. They de­
serve something back from the University 
they have already _given so much to. 

Health and Insurance Issues are of Prime 
Concern 

When one graduates from college, it's a 
given that he or she will constantly be asked 
to donate money to this fund or that one, and 
that from time to time, he or she will choose to 
gather for events such as the traditional Home­
coming/ Alumni weekend. No matter what the 
given alumnus gave to the school as a stu­
dent, now that they're off in the real world I 
see no reason that they should be entitled to 
free use of the facilities offered by the staff of 
the Marts Gym. 

Wilkes is not a large school, but with the 
ever-growing student population, would it be 
fair if an enrolled student wanted to go over 
to the Marts Center but was unable to use 
the facilities because the weight room was 
full of middle-aged alumni? It's bad enough 
that there's always some sport that's in train­
ing, so on top of the athletes, let's just add to 
the people crunch here on campus. 

Regardless of the over-population, what 
about safety concerns? My grandfather 

BY KERRI PARIENELLO 
Beacon Layout Artist 

dropped dead of a heart attack at forty-eight 
years old on a train to work more than twenty 
years ago; what's to say that with our declin­
ing health as a nation, we're not going have 
an alumnus jogging on a treadmill fall over 
from a massive coronary or throw his back 
out trying to out-lift a student? 

For safety and already high numbers of 
people utilizing the facilities 

in place at the Marts Gym, I think that it's 
in the best interest of the 

University to charge alumni to use the gym. 
The administration charges students, for 
many incidentals, so I see no reason why 
administrators shouldn't ask for a nominal fee 
in order to cover their backs if something bad 
were to happen. 

Media Focus on Sex and Scandal Unfair to Public 

BY J.W. DAVIES 
Beacon Columnist 

Last week, Senator John Kerry, leading 
Democratic contender for the party's Presi­
dential nomirn;ltion, deflected unsubstanti­
ated rumors of an affair. 

Once again America found that when it 
comes to election year reporting, sex and scan­
dal are the gold standard. Although the ru­
mor of Kerry's affair was squashed, the inci­
dent shed light on a mud-hungry media just 
waiting to exploit even the smallest hint of 
indecent moral conduct. Sadly, the national 
media brain trust seems to have taken on the 
motto: Run it! Then check it! 

The rumor was initiated by the infamous 
Matt Drudge on his semi-credible news web 
site, the Drudge Report. Although Drudge 
can be credited, wi.th breaking the Monica 
Lewinsky-Bill Clinton story, his credibility as 
a trusted journalist relies on the judgement, 
and or the gullibility of the reader. 

The fact that this particular story tra­
versed the media landscape on so swift a foot 
should leave news editors and TV news pro­
ducers hanging their heads in regret. 

Coverage of John Kerry's rise in popular­
ity over the last month and a half may have 
become monotonous, but forgoing ethical, 
investigative procedures just to add spice to 
the headlines is abhorrent. One sure sign 
that should have sent up red flags in the minds 
of editors across the country was that none 
of Kerry's opponents even attempted to use 
the story against him. Although the most 

respected news outlets refrained from run­
ning the story under the spotlight, most 
cable outlets and small-town papers wasted 
a considerable amount of airtime and ink on 
the baseless rumor. 

While the media deserves the brunt of 
the blame for their lapse in judgement, there 
is also another reason for this new practice 
of scandal charlatanism. 

Morality, although it may seem lost to 
some, is surprisingly still one of the great­
est motivating forces in American politics. 
Concern for the moral behavior of our elected 
officials has been a top priority in the minds 
of Americans even before Washington took 
office and it has only grown stronger under 
the leadership of John F. Kennedy, Richard 
M. Nixon and, most notably, Bill Clinton. 

The chasm between liberals and conser­
vatives in the United States tends to cut 
straight through the population. Most pun­
dits agree that the split is somewhere around 
50/50, or 45/45. For the conservative half, 
stories like Clinton and Lewinsky, or Kerry 
and whoever are just as important as public 
policy and international trade. Since Presi­
dent Clinton, the Republicans have had the 
advantage when it came to tapping into the 
moral pipeline of America. Forget Al Gore, 
John Kerry and any other Democrat who 
gets in the ring; the conservative right and 
most republicans are still campaigning 
against Bill Clinton. And they are winning. 

On the liberal side, the struggle lies within 
fighting the media. Despite claims that the 
media is, in fact, liberally biased, Democrats 
and liberal supporters are starting to nudge 
the media in the direction of finally focus­
ing on real campaign issues. 

Even with credible arguments on both 
sides, however, the thought of morality no 
longer being an important issue in political 
campaigns is highly improbable. It is, after 

all, our nature to appeal to the personalities 
and sometimes even the minutest details in 
the lives of those in the public eye. Flaws ar~ 
only natural to the human design and, coinci­
dentally, they are very important to the elec­
toral process. 

But the media owes it to the public to fo­
cus attention on the issues that truly touch 
our lives on a daily basis: the economy, health 

Haiti, continued from page 5 

The alignment of interests outside of Haiti 
are almost as confusing as those in Haiti . 

The United States appears to take the high 
ground, but appearances can be deceiving. 
Colin Powell has stated that the United States 
will not send troops to Haiti to aid Aristide. 
He insists that there must be a peaceful reso­
lution to Haiti's problems, and calls - along 
with CARI COM - for talks among the various 
groups. 

But Aristide has never been a favorite of 
the United States. He has been critical of the · 
United States, the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank. Before we sup­
ported his return to power, we insisted that 
he accept economic policies that he had de­
clared were wrong for Haiti. Unsurprisingly, 
he has been slow in fulfilling his agreements 
and he continues to criticize the effects of the 
global economy on poor nations. One ex­
ample: Haiti, once one of the major suppliers 
of sugar in the world must now import sugar 
because it cannot compete with the price the 
subsidized sugar industry in the United States 
can charge. 

Aristide has never been a favorite of the 
Republican Party. Jesse Helms opposed his 
return to power, calling the ex-priest psy­
chotic. Aristide's government has not been 
able to get copies of F~APH papers seized 
by the American military in the 1990s occupa-

care, Social Security, environmental issues, 
crime, foreign relations, and education, to 
name a few. If our attention on such issues 
resulted in an educated public that pushed 
the candidates--Republican and Democrat 
alike--to provide more than sound-bytes and 
warm and fuzzy photo ops, perhaps the re­
sults would be campaigns of substance and 
leaders who got things done. 

tion. The Haitian government is convinced 
that the papers are not made public to hide 
the connection between FRAPH and the CIA. 
Emmanuel Constant, a leader of FRAPH 
wanted by the Haitian government for crimes 
against the people, is living openly in New 
York and claims to have been funded in 1991 
by _the CIA. The Washington based non-gov­
ernmental organization, the International 
Republican Institute, has sent representatives 
to conferences organized by people now in­
volved in the violent opposition in Haiti. The 
Democratic Convergence, an early organiza­
tion in opposition to Aristide, claims to be 
funded by the Democratic_ Endowment for 
Democracy, a Washington group active in 
supporting reactionary groups in Central 
America during the Cold War. The Democratic 
Convergence is made up primarily by wealthy 
mulattos and sweatshop interests. 

Many Haitians believe that the United 
States will be happy to see Aristide fall and 
be replaced by a more conservative leader, 
and that the U.S. is providing support to 
Aristide's enemies. 

Meanwhile, the United States is preparing 
housing at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba for the 
tens of thousands of Haitian refugees fleeing 
the violence in Haiti that the Coast Guard 
anticipates picking up in the near future be­
fore they can reach Florida. 
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Neiineic's Passlon Drives National Speech Aspiratio~s 
BY JAMIE BABBITT 
Beacon Asst. Features Editor 

It's not a stretch to say that the speech 
and debate team at Wilkes University would 
not currently exist if it weren't for Jessica 
Neimeic. 

Natural-born leadership and a passion for 
public speaking made the speech and debate 
club president the success she is today. 
Through her dedication, Neimeic,junior com­
munication studies major, uplifted the dwin­
dling team three years ago and made herself 
and the Wilkes team regionally recognized 
and nationally competitive. 

The first time Neimeic realized that she had 
an i_nterest in the art of rhetoric was in high 
school. She took a class in which the stu­
dents got together and debated political· is­
sues in a forum-like manner. "That was part 
of the reason that I realized I did like speaking 
in front of people. In those forums, I usually 
ended up being the lead speaker and taking 
over things. I have a tendency to not let 
things go. I take them over once I'm put in a 
group of people," said Neimeic: 

Given Neimeic's speaking experience in 
high school, when she saw the speech and 
debate team's table at club day, she was im­
mediately drawn to it. "I knew that I had a 
propensity for public speaking, and that I 
wasn't shy. When I saw something about the 
speech and debate team, I signed up. I came 
to the meeting ... was utterly intimidated, but 
realized this was something I want to be a 
part of and learn about," said Neimeic. 

But watching her today, no one would 
guess the animated redhead was ever intimi­
dated. Neimeic learned most of the basics of 
speech and debate her freshmen year from 
John Tindell, the former Speech and Debate 
club coach who initiated the effort to reacti­
vate the club in 200 I. After Tindell left Wilkes 
for another school, the team was left without 
faculty leadership. "When he [Tindell] left, I 
knew a lot of the basics, a lot of the raw parts 
of it, but most of [ what I learned was] just 
kind of through osmosis--being there, 

"more in terms of how to organize and asked · 
her to be patient so that we could find some­
body who would coach as well in the pro­
gram ... what I said was, 'let's recruit some other 
members' so it could beco.me a student-run 
club, she's not by herself, and to trust the 
program enough to try to find somebody to 
become coach." 

"It was rough that year because they had 
two different coaches in two semesters. Jess 
was the leader and so part of it was simply 
saying, 'Well do you have meetings? Do you 
want to come into speech classes and recruit 
freshmen?' [She] rose to the challenge of 

. _everything and she was wonderful at it. See­
ing how good she was at motivating other 
students, in my mind I knew there was no 
doubt that the team was going to continue," 
added Elmes-Crahall. 

The team also had some budget issues 
that prohibited it from competing in some of 
the events. Neimeic used her own money to 
pay for the costs of the debates just so she 
could go to the event and keep the team alive. 
"In order to maintain a position where we are 
going to be a contender compared to all those 
schools, we have to keep going to tourna­
ments. There have been tournaments I have 
paid for out of pocket so that I was able to 
compete and able to have the opportunity to 
further my knowledge," said Neimeia: 

"She ended up being the coach," said 
Elmes-Crahall. "She ended up organizing 
what they went to in terms of tournaments. 
She and other students maintained the 

-website. She did a lot of things usually fac­
ulty members do. So it was a matter of say­
ing, 'you're doing a lot of things right."' 

Team members are also grateful for all of 
Neimeic's hard work. "We've been through 
three coaches in the past two years and with­
out a strong student body holding it up, it 
would have just fell apart," said vice presi­
dent of the club, Paul Jakubowski, sopho­
more mathematics major. 

Neimeic began recruiting members and 

watching it, realizing that this is what 
wins, that this is what will entertain 
your audiences effectively," said 
Neimeic. 

She ended up being the coach ... She did 
~.lot of things usually faculty members do. 

Dr. Jane Elmes-Crahall 

The Beacon/Kristin Hake 

Jess Neimeic poses with her speech trophies which are on display in Breiseth Hall 

tra guidance. 
Neimeic not only has an influence on her 

teammates, but she also shares her skill with 
high school students. "We host a high school 
tournament every October and through that I 
just made a lot of contacts and started judg­
ing on the h_igh school level... I [also] started 
getting contacts there and realizing that there 
was a need for these high school kids to have 
somebody that was as excited about it as they 
were. So, I joined up with one of the coaches 
there," said Neimeic. 

According to Neimeic, all of the area 
schools come to E.L. Meyers High School to 
practice and the number of students who 

show up is overwhelming. Neimeic 
wanted to give all the high school stu­
dents the attention they need, which 
was difficult with only one coach. So 
she offered to help out and is now the 
assistant coach. 

me." According to Neimiec, in order to qualify 
for nationals, she had to take third place or 
higher in two regular season competitions, 
and second place or higher in a third compe­
tition. 

The team Neimeic has put together 
through the years is solid and motivated. "For 
the next couple years at least we have a good 
core," said Neimeic. "It's so much better this 
year to have a team with me." 

For Neimeic, the most rewarding part of 
coaching her teammates is seeing them suc­
ceed. "Seeing how happy they are when they 
get their names on one of those [trophies] .. 
. Knowing that they worked for five or ten 
hours at least on that piece and have the re­
ward of getting to do it in a final round. I get 
a lot out of the coaching. I really, really like 
the getting trophies part, but watching them 
break is definitely the most rewarding part," 
said Neimeic. Neimeic's sophomore year was a 

transitioning year fot the team, and 
for her as well. With Tindell gon~, 
the team was forced to find a new 

Professor of Communication Studies After everything Neimeic went 
through with the team, it would be hard 

Neimeic finds coaching so rewarding that 
becoming a speech coach on the college level 
has become a career aspiration for her. She 
even thinks of doing so at Wilkes after she 
graduates. "I could definitely see myself com­
ing back here and running the team," said 
Neimeic. 

coach. They eventually found a permanent 
one, Joseph Rasmus, but the period of un­
settlement was not easy for Neimeic. With 
changing coaches and not having a solid 
team, Neimeic was left with many doubts. 

"Last year ... I didn't think our team was 
going to make it. We had a coach change 
halfway through the year and it brought a lot 
of disruption and a lot of doubts among the 
team members. The second semester last year 
I went to all but one of the tournaments by 
myself, coach-less, team-less, keeping the 
team aliv½" said Neimeic. 

Dr. Jane Elmes-Crahall, Neimeic's advisor, 
supported her through the hardships the team 
went through. Elmes-Crahall gave her advice 

more than doubled the size of the team. Ac­
cording to Neimeic, each year she goes into 
many communications classes and talks to 
the students to persuade them to join. Any 
opportunity for Neimeic to find new mem­
bers is taken advantage of. "Every depart­
ment, every person I meet, if they show any 
interest in speech, I bring it up ... I go all over 
the place and just draw people from wher­
ever I can," said Neimeic. Currently, the team 
has twelve active members and continues to 
grow. 

Neimeic spends a large part of her week 
coaching her teammates and helping them 
with their pieces for upcoming debates. She 
holds two or three .practices a week and 
spends extra time with novices who need ex-

for her not to have learned and grown 
from her experiences. According to her, the 
speech and debate team has helped her learn 
how to work with different people, to become 
a better speaker, to maintain friendships over 
long distances., and to overcome her nervous­
ness in terms of meeting people. "The extent 
of what I have learned is pretty endless," said 
Neimeic. 

This year, Neimeic'_s hard work will pay off 
at the national level, and promises to bring 
attention to Wilkes as well. She will repre­
sent Wil~es University at Nationals in Long 
Beach, California from April 4-9. Neimeic said, 
"It's the first time we've gone to a national 
tournament in years. I'm the only person on 
my team who bas qualified thus far; however, 
I'm hoping to take a teammate or two with 

With ~verything that Neimeic has accom­
plished in her three years at Wilkes, the 
possiblities seem unlimited as to what else 
this driven junior could do. But, Neimeic 
would not be satisfied with leaving the way 
things are right now. The reason: she wants 
to be the best. 

Neimeic concluded, "I currently have 87 
different trophies. My goal is to beat the 
Wilkes record of 122, currently held by Al 
Mueller, who graduated in 1996. By Christ­
mas, it will be broken. Records are meant to 
be broken." 

I 
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Noncredit Courses Add Energy to Spring Options-
CCL Reaches Out to Non-traditional, Community Students 

BY MEAGAN BROWN 
Beacon Staff Writer 

Interested in reiki, or antiquing, or per­
haps pottery? Don't know where to go to 
learn the necessary skills to be successful 
with these hobbies? The Center for Contin­
ued Leaming (CCL) at Wilkes Unrversity is 
now providing the necessities to get started. 
The CCL is offering eight new non-credit 
classes this spring. 

The classes offerec_i range from SAT prep 
classes to a course in basic web design. 

This is not the first time Wilkes has 

of the CCL, the CCL is really a four-part pro- programs within the different departments at 
gram. "One part is serving the part-time un- Wilkes. For example, right now, the office is 
dergraduate population. Two would be com- working with the English department to cre-
munity ec_iucational programs that are non- ate a new Masters program in Creative Writ-
credit. Third would be those that are very ing. The program will take place completely 
connected to the academic institution; these on line, and the CCL is responsible for work-
are also non-credit. Fourth is part of the stra- ing with the Information Technology Ser-
tegic plan to increase full-time student popu- vices to make sure students can be served in 
lation to 2,200 and to grow the post-bacca- the same way they would if they were actu-
laureate popula- ally sitting in 
tion to · 1800," class. The 

stated Frantz. The non-traditional students add extreme CCL also will 
"They [the value to" the classroom. help to pro-

CCL] are respon- mote the pro-

sible for making Michael Frantz gram to the 

teachers to teach advanced placement 
classes. There are other classes offered to 
the community such as program called, 
"Strengthen Stepfamilies," in which families 
attend a class for the first part of the program. 
The second part is for counselors to teach 
them how to help people in stepfamilies. 

The teachers of these programs can be 
Wilkes professors, but don't need to be. 
"[Who teaches the courses] varies. Some­
times it's the faculty, and sometimes it is 
people who are considered experts in that 
field," said Steele. 

The faculty enjoy teaching the classes as 
well. According to Frantz, "The non-tradi­
tional students add extreme value to the class-

reached out to the non-traditional or com­
munity student. According to Margaret 
Steele, Director for the Center for Contin­
ued Learning, "The umbrella of thought is 
that this program is responsible for the en­
rollment and programs that meet the needs 
of the non-traditional student." Most of 

sure th at part- Vice President of Enrollment community. 
time non-tradi- _____________________ ltisclearthat room," and professors like to have the vari­

ety in the class. 

what the CCL involves itself in is helping 
new part-time adult students as well as post­
baccalaureate students continue their edu-

· cation. 
According to Michael Frantz, Vice Presi­

dent of Enrollment Services and Supervisor 

tional students 
are ready in terms 
of paperwork to attend Wilkes University. 
The part-time students here at Wilkes are 
usually involved in the same classes as the 
traditional college-age student," said Frantz. 
"Most often, the students come from a vari­
ety of different backgrounds such as mili­
tary service or to start a new career." 

The CCL also helps in developing new 

the people 
who work in 

the CCL most definitely have their hands full. 
The post-baccalaureate students usually 

attend Wilkes classes for further certification 
in their field. Wilkes runs a program fairly 
often that serves accountants, who, as a part 
of their job requirements, must take 80 hours 
of instruction every two years. The CCL also 
runs a program that certifies high school 

The non-credit classes can be attended 
by any person at any age but, Steele said, the 
"bulk of the people we serve here are not 
college-age students." 

The non-credit classes will begin in March 
and run through April. There is a fee for the 
class but it is generally low, ranging from no 
charge to $235. 

Wilkes To Host Co01puter Progra01ing Co01petition 
BY ANDY CALHOUN 
Beacon Staff Writer 

A student spending an afternoon in a com­
puter lab, writing and fixing computer science 
,programs is nothing new at Wilkes. How­
ever, this spring, something will be a little dif­
ferent. None of the students writing the pro­
grams will be Wilkes students. In fact, they 
aren 't even college students. On February 
28th, Wilkes will hold its sixth annual com­
puter programming contest for high school 
students . 

on to another problem on their list. 
Since the competition began in 1999, it has 

been used as a tool to help recruit students 
to the growing Mathematics and Computer 
Science field. "Since I've been here, at least 
six contestants have come to Wilkes upon 
high school graduation," said Bracken. 

"The contest is a recruiting tool," said 
Bracken. Any opportunity that high school 
students get to interact with a college is a 
benefit to both the student and the college. 
"The prospective students have an opportu-

nity to see our facili­

The prospective students have an opportunity to 
see our facilities, get to know our faculty, and most 
importantly, get to know some of our students. 

ties, get to know our 
faculty, and most im­
portan ti y, get" to 
know some of our 
students," said . 

Dr. Bartsara Bracken Bracken. 

Assistant Professor of Mathematics John Kern, a 

and Computer Science 

High school SJudents from Susquehanna, 
Pike, Wayne, Luzerne, Lackawanna, and Wyo­
ming counties have been invited to Wilkes to 
test their programming skills. The students 
will work in teams, attempting to solve sev­
eral programming problems. 

"Each team is given a set of approximately 
seven programming problems. The students 
write programs to solve the problems," said 
Dr. Barbara Bracken, Assistant Professor of 
Mathematics and Computer Science. 

Bracken will be judging the answers to the 
problems. The teams will be timed on how 
long it will take them to answer each ques­
tion . If the team doesn't solve the problem 
correctly, they must fix it before they move 

freshman computer 
science major, at­
tended the competi­
tion last year. He 

described the competition as a mix of math 
and computer programming skills, testing his 
abilities. "I didn't know how to do half of the 
stuff," said Kem. 

Computer science majors will play a role in 
the competition. "They will answer problem 
questions, run test data, and assist students 
with the program environment," said Bracken. 
"Some students will be involved by writing 
programming problems for the contest." 

Dr. Bracken believes that Wilkes students' 
involvement helps make the experience worth­
while for the high school students. The pro­
spective students will get a chance to net­
work with someone who is in college, and get 
the opportunity to ask questions about the 

Mathematics and Computer Science depart­
ment at Wilkes. The ability work closely with 
Wilkes faculty and students will broaden the 
appeal of the University to the prospective 
students. This year's competition will be one 
of the largest ever held at Wilkes. 

The Math and Computer Science club op­
erates its own website, where pictures and 
results from the competition are posted. The 
web address is http://club.mathcs.wilkes.edu. 

A special event is also planned for the day 
before the competition and is open to any 
Wilkes student. 

"We are also planning a LAN gaming party 
for the night prior to the competition," said 
John Mishanski, freshman comput_er science 
major. "The event will be open to any Wilkes 
student and details will be posted on the 
website as the event nears." 

J ulje Roberts Perf orntance 

The .Beacon/Ryan emish 

Up and coming country artist, Julie' Roberts, performs at the Black Rock 
Brewing Company in Wilkes~Barr~ Township on Wednesday, February1 R 2004 
at a concert sponsored by the local expert in country music geared towards 
amphibians, F,roggy 101. 



10 WINTER WEEKEND 2004 

up rR ro 

Top: 
Team Triple X-Men participated in some 
Karaoke Thursday night to earn points for 
their team. 
Left: 
Sumo Wrestling was also available on 
Thursday night in the Ballroom equipped 
with inflatable suits. 
Bottom Left: 
Team Mighty Mouse screams there loudest 
during the Spirit Contest held on Friday in 
the Martz Gym. 
Bottom Right: 
Team Captain Planet holds up their banner 
in preparation for the Spirit Contest. 

FEBRUARY 23, 2004 

2004 
Teains 
Turtles 

Quailman 
' -

GI Jim 
Da Nutbuster 

The Thing 
Captain Planet 

Punishers 
Buzz Lightyear 
Justice League 
Triple X-Men 
Mattress Man 

Aquaman 
Flash 

Mighty Mouse 
Super Smash Brothers 

Trojan Man 
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Above: 
The Beacon/Ryan Klemish The Beacon/Nick Zmijewski The Beacon/Nick Zmijewski 

Captain Planet, Mighty Mouse, Quailman, and Trojan Man get the crowd excited for the 
Mascot Contest held on Thursday Night. Captain Planet won the competition earning his 
team 75 points. 
Right: 
Super Smash Brothers spike the ball during the Volleyball competition held Friday. 

Left: 

The Beacon/Ryan Klemish 

- .... 
The Beacon/Nick Zmijewski 

Team Da Nutbusters work together to pass the orarige to all of their 

Winners: 
1st: GI Jim 

2nd: Trojan Man 
3rd: Da Nutbusters 

TheBeacon/Krlstln Hake 

teammates without using their hands. · 
Below: 
GI Jim pulls with all their might in the Tug of War Competition held 
Saturday morning in the greenway. 

11 
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Movie Review: Big Fish 
BY MELISSA JURGENSEN 
Beacon A&E Editor 

Director Tim Burton's Big Fish is a movie 
about family, stories and the world we live in. 

Big Fish stars Billy Crudup as Will Bloom, 
a son who is frustrated with his ailing father, 
Edward Bloom (Albert Finney). Will has 
grown up hearing the wild stories of his 
father's life. He has become obsessed with 
hearing the truth about his father's life in- · 
stead of the "tall tales" his father loves to 
create. When his mother Sandra (Jessica 
Lange) tries to reunite them, Will must learn 
how to separate fact from fiction as he comes 
to terms with his father's great feats and great 
failings. 

Burton has given us many excellent films 
over the years, most of them possessing a 
darker nature, such as Beetlejuice, Batman, 
and Edward Scissorhands. 

Albert Finney and Ewan McGregor 
prefectly portray themselves as the old and 
young Edward Bloom. Finney as the worldly 

bum, 
Guest, ' wa 
sweet, sticky 
fun, but had very l 
their self-titled second iibu 
members of PhantomPlaneJ 
any naysayers who 'still d 
them lightweights 

From the op~rii 
Happy Ending;" · 
thing: is 

older version and Ewan McGregor is cast as 
the young Edward, as he looks suprisingly 
like Finney when he was that age. 

Although he makes little progress until the 
beautiful ending of the film, the audience is 
given numerous glimpses into Ed's past ex­
periences (or at least the way he perceives 
them) with flashbacks to a younger Ed Bloom 
(Ewan McGregor). And while Will is continu­
ally frustrated by his father's exaggerations, 
he comes to realize that perhaps that's all he 
really needs to know about his father. 

Burton's effortless blending of story and 
real-life make for an interesting and very mov­
ing ride. Every time the film comes back to 
reality its disappointing, but each, time you 
want to believe even more. In soine ways you 
might even want to believe Edward's version 
more than that of reality. It would have been 
interesting if Burton teased with the fact that 
the fantasy world could have been reality. I'm 
sure that would have added more spice and 

l<eeps its .moihenfom 
t go,il)g througpout, 
t ~otnething'The> Guest 
· ' ailed t9 do. Every 

ack hjts hai:der than 
' the slower num­
d "After.Hours,'.' 
. e arqund, :Phan- . 

ed thei{iipped 
This is rock and 
ck and roll can . . 

, vis-

Th ;RFORMIN:ARTS AT WILKES UNIVERSITY 

Darte Board 
BY BRIDGET GIUNTA 
Beacon Staff Writer 

All day dance performance and master class on February 24 and 25. 
Dancer Vincent Thomas, artist-in-residence from Towson University in Maryland will 

present. 
*Dorothy Dickson Darte Center for Performing Arts. 
*Free and open to the public 
*Sponsored by the music department and Office of Multicultural Affairs 
*For more information contact Jim Harrington at 570-408-4428 
Wednesday, February 25, 2004--Performance Hour--1 p.m. in Gies Hall. Performance 

Hour is free of charge and open to all. 

suspense to the movie. 
I also liked the performance of McGregor 

who brings innocence and a ray of hope to 
young Edward. His role seems very tongue­
in-cheek at times but McGregor holds it to­
gether as we really believe in Edward. 

One of the most magical scenes in the 
whole piece was a quiet moment between 
Finney and Lange. You can see their devo­
tion and love for one another. It's a radiant 
scene that illustrates exactly what the movie 
is saying. Life is all about the love we share 
with each other. 

I did have some problems with how Bur­
ton decides to end his classic tale of family. I 

was puzzled to why the film ended that way. 
The film often recollects that sure we can tell 
the real stories but aren't the tales more fun. 
Unfor:tunately, the movie does lack in depth, 
spending so much time on the fantastic ad­
ventures and misadventures of Ed Bloom that 
there is little development of the main cause 
for the story. 

Although Big Fish brilliantly blurs the line 
between fantasy and reality which this makes 
for an imaginative tale, this does not imply 
that ''Big Fish" has achieved its goal. Instead 
after an hour and a half into the movie, it does 
so in a mediocre fashion. 

3.5 out of 5 W's 

This Week in History ... 
__ The week of February 23 to 29 in retrospect 

23--The Tootsie Roll was introduced by Leo Hirshfield, ( 1896) 

24--The first parade to use floats occurred in New Orleans at Mardi 
Gras, (1868) 

25--The state of Oregon became the first state to place a tax on 
gasoline. The tax was 1 cent per gallon, ( 1919) 

26--In New York City, the first pneumatic-powered subway line was 
opened to the public, ( 1870) 

21-- People magazine was first issued by Time-Life (later known as 
Time-Warner), (1977) 

. 28--The Republican Party was organized in Ripon, WI, ( 1854) 

29--The first electric tabulating machine was invented by Herman 
Hollerith, (1860) 

WILKES UNIVERSITY . 

PRoaR~MINGBoARD' s 

· ENTE~TAINMEN~,.EVENTS CAL.EN DAR 
......... RU 
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Today's Recipe: 
_Psycho . 
Chick n 

Ingredients: 
I (3 1/2 lb) whole chicken 
I T. cider vinegar 
l 1/2 tsp. dried thyme 
1/4 tsp. black pepper 
3 garlic cloves, minced 
1/2 c. dry white wine 

Directions: 

.. 1. Preheat oven to 325 degrees 

2. Remove and discard giblets and neck. 
Rinse chicken; pat dry. Trim excess fat. Start­
ing at neck bacity, loosen skin from breast 
and drumsticks by..inserting fingers, gently 
pushing between skin and meat. With a knife/ 
slash chicken every two inches, making 1/2_ 
inch deep slits . 

. 3,f=ombine Vi~eg~, t-.. 
a~~ garlic; r~.~ pn ·• '· · · 

13 

Every w~ekyou will find a nevyrecipe tl}at is ~irnp/e enough to make 
in your dorm ro9myet scrumptiou$ enough to satisfy any t?,stebud. 
So get out your pots·anqpans and start cooking! 

BYWRI GRAUSAM 
Beacon StaffWriter 

Become a Lifesaver/ 
Donate Plasma 

that is needed for_:_ 
mflll~ns of people 
· · each year ... 

IBP! 
Interstate Blood & Plasma. Inc. 
41 S. Main St 
Wilkes Barre. PA 

It's Safe 
and Convenient 

Donate 

Todayllllll 

H --·1 ·s - - . L-. - - 1 .· .. ·· ff! p .-. . c:1v~ .. ,ves. 
Donate ·P/as1-r1a· 

. . . . . 

823-· .. 4 .9 
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AI Groh Honored for 
Lif etiine Service to Wilkes 
BY MONICA CARDENAS 
Beacon Asst A&E Editor 

At yet another astounding performance 
of Fiddler on the Roof on Friday night, Mr. 
Alfred S. Groh, Professor Emeritas of English 
and Theater Arts, was recognized for his tire­
less contributions to Wilkes and the Darte 
Center for Performing Arts. 

Groh, who graduated from Wilkes in ·1941, 
has been committed to the University for 
more than sixty years. 

"He's what tht:Y call a 'Golden Colonel,"' 
said long-time friend and Associate Dean of 
Student Affairs, Dr. Barbara King. 

Prior to the evening's performance, which 
was to a full house comprised of many former 
students and Wilkes friends, a short cer­
emony led by Provost Maravene Loeschke 
highlighted Groh's many gifts. In her ad­
dress, Loeschke 
called the 
audience's atten­
tion to the vast 
list of plays and 
one acts that 
Groh had di­
rected during his 
years at Wilkes. 
She noted that 
Groh had a strong 
desire to ac­
knowledge the 
masters, but also 
bring to life the 
lesser known 
playwrites who 
also made impor­
tant statements 
about life. 

In addition to 
Groh's teaching 

as both a Professor of English and as director 
of many plays and one acts. Since his retire­
ment, he has remained an active through a 
variety of Wilkes departments and organiza­
tions ever since. However, his time at Wilkes 
was innovative and imperative to the devel­
opment of the arts at Wilkes. 

Before the Dorothy Dickson Darte Center 
was established, there was no theater depart­
ment at Wilkes. In order to make up for this 
missing link to the arts, Groh established Cue 
and Curtain, a club that allowed students to 
perform. 

According to King, he was director of the 
first theater at Wilkes, which was located be­
hind Chase Hall. Groh also directed musicals 
at the Irem Temple on North Franklin Street 
and was responsible for the concert and lec­
ture series, which brought such names as 
David Brinkley and Pearl Bailey to Wilkes. 

In addition, Groh 

and directing, The Beacon/Nick Zmijewski 
Loeschke added Honored for his lifetime committment tO'the 

oversaw the funding 
and construction of 
the Dorothy Dickson 
Darte Center in the 
early to mid-60's. Not 
only is he responsible 
for raising mone.y 
from the community 
and assisting with 
the design of the 
Center, but accord­
ing to King, "He tells 
wonderful stories 
about his arguments 
with contractors 
over how many bath­
room stalls should be 
included." He was 
deeply involved in 
every aspect of this 
cultural landmark and 
served as managing 
director from 1965 
until his retirement. 
But retirement was 
not the end ofGroh's 

he has two loves; Wilk~s community,_ Al _Groh received recognition 
. . for his many contributions to the campus at 

wntmg poetry Friday's performance of "Fiddler on the Roof." 
and his wife Jane, 
who is the former Wilkes Dean of Students. 

. The two sat holding hands in the front row 
during the presentation and the play. 
Throughout her remarks, Loeschke q~oted 
from one of Groh's poems. In addition, Dick 
Gillespie, Adjunct Professor of Theater de­
livered Groh's poem, "On the Arts." Finally, 
Vice President for Enrollment, Mike Frantz, 
acknowledged Groh's impact on him when 
Groh delivered a poem on peace during the 
campus September 11 dedication of the peace 
pole. Frantz unveiled the University's gift to 
Groh which was to put his poem on a bronze 
plaque that will be placed next to the peace 
pole near the library. 

According to Bruce E. Phair, Director of 
the Dorothy Dickson Darte Center and 
former student of Groh, "Al was instrumen­
tal in getting the whole theater program and 
Center for the Performing Arts off the 
ground. " 

Groh served at Wilkes from 1947 to 1987 

at Wilkes. He is an ayid sports fan and fol­
lows the Colonels very closely. In addition, 
he continues to be a supporter of the theater 
now . . 

·. "He keeps in contact with students, and 
remembers what parts they played in particu­
lar plays, the scenery, and even who painted 
the scenery," said King of Groh. "He is wise, 
but quiet. He knows what he believes and 
lives by what he believes. I don't think you 
can ask for more than that." 

She adds, "He has always been and is truly 
a teacher. Al is one of the most patient, non­
judgmental peoQle that you would ever meet." 

"Gentle is the word that always comes to 
mind," said Dr. J. Michael Lennon, Chairper­
son of Humanities and Professor Emeritus, 
English, describing Groh. "He writes very 
warm poems. He is a great wordsmith." 

King agrees. "His poetry is very heartfelt . 
and introspective." 

Thoughtfully, she added, "much like Al." 
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Third Floor _ 
Henry Student Center 
Tuesday,, February 24 

11:00-2:00 
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Lady Colonels Beat 
Dre"W in Season Finale 
BY ARIEL COHEN 
Beacon Staff Writer 

The Wilkes women's basketball team of­
fered up a thrilling season finale victory with 
2 free throw shots--one from Andrea 
DeMaranville and one from 
Danielle Kresock--to lift the 
team to a 62-60 win over Free­
dom Conference rival, 13-10 
Drew University. 

Failing behind early in 
the first half· 4-0, the Lady 
Colonels quickly got their 
act together, going on a 
15-2 run to give the women 
the lead for the majority of 
the game. The run was led 
by Rena Bolin, who chipped 
in 6 - points, while 
DeMaranville added 5, and 
Jenna Ward added 4. 
The Lady Colonels were able 
to hold a 5 point lead by half­
ti me, heading into locker 
room with a score of30-25. 

straight free throws off of Lauren Aliano 
and Melissa Kraft, making the score an ex­
tremely uncomfortable 60-59 game with 
only 49 seconds left. Cunningham would 
add one last scare for Wilkes and one last 
hope for Drew as she went one for two 

from the free throw line 
making the score 60 all. 

On the next posses­
sion for the Lady Colo­
nels DeMaranville was 
fouled hitting the first of 
two free throws making 
the game 61-60. After 
Ward grabbed the of­
fensive rebound trying 
for a 2 point basket, 
Kresock got the ball and 
picked up a foul with 9 
seconds left on the 
clock. Kresock would 
also go 1-2 making the 
score now 62-60. 

Coming back from half­
ti me, the Laay Colonels 
would jump out to their big­
gest lead of the game with a 

TheBeaconfTodd Weibel 

On the last posses­
sion of the game, the 
Rangers tried to take 
the ball down the floor, 
but Jennifer Weldpn's 

40-31 advantage on a n_ice 
shot from Bolin, with 14 minutes left in play­
ing time. 

But the women were not safe yet as Drew 
would tie the game up with 8:57 left to go in 
the second half at 43 all on a field goal from 
Weldon. 

Although the Rangers would never get 
the lead they had to start the game, they 
would be up a challenge keeping the game· 
extremely close ·in the last 8 minutes. 

With 2:31 left in the game, Corinne Stewart 
made a pair of free throws giving the Wilkes 
Colonels a 60-55 edge over visiting Drew. 
The Rangers then answered with four 

shot was off the mark as 
time expired giving the 

Colonels an incredible 62-60 season finale 
over sixth placed Drew University. 

"It was nice to win our last game of the 
year and give us inspiration for next sea­
son," said Bolin. "We played as a team 
and everybody contributed to the win." 

Although struggling throughout most 
of the season the women ended their sea­
son with an overall record of 3-21 and 2-12 
in the Freedom Conference. 

Danielle Kresock had a game high 18 
points leading the way for the Lady Colo­
nels. Rena Bolin added three assists while 
DeMaranville chipped in l O points. 

nnnnnnnnnnnn n www.musir.1lmcrgi.com n 
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Basketball continued from page 20 
regulation. 

But Wilkes just couldn't seem to put Drew 
away for good. The Rangers would once again 
fight back and come to within three points of the 
Colonels, 73-76, when Boyer hit a three with five 
seconds left in the game. 

Morgan would then ice the game for Wilkes 
by hitting one of two free throws and a final 
score of 73-77 in favor of the Colonels. 

"We didn't really get down and dirty and play 
them tough until the second half, 
and -then at the end we just kind 
of flogged away, I dori't know 
what was it, a 14 point lead or 
something. We just made some 
bad passes, tried to enter the ball 
to the post from half court a 
couple times, missed a couple 
lay-ups, and come down the floor 
with 17 seconds left and try to 
throw an allyoop. That's not a 
disciplined team," commented 
Rickrode. 

Rickrode then added, "We 
were 12-7 at one time, and I said 
with six games to go, it's going to 
be tough to get all six. We could, 
but let's try to get four or five out 
of six. We got a chance to get 5 
out of 6 going into the playoffs, 
so we'll build momentum from 
there hopefully." 

The Colonels had five players 
score in double figures with Mor­
gan having a game high 19 points. 
Yaniello had 10, Plisko 13, 
Pressley 11, and Ryan Milford 12. 

Ian Chester led the Rangers 
with 17 points, while Bernard 
Buttone had 16 points along with 
a game high l O rebounds. Ger­
mane Williams also had 14 points 
for Drew. 

Overall on the week, the Colo-

nels won two out of three games. Wilkes 
also defeated Lycoming earlier in the week 
71-68. Plisko had the game high of23 points 
and Morgan had IO while Mike Constantine 
ended the game with 11 points. 

The Colonels have their last game of the 
season at home tonight against Lincoln at 
7:00 p.m. before heading into the Freedom 
playoffs on Wednesday. 

TheBeaconfTodd Weibel 

WANTED 
Are you interested in writing for The Beacon? 

·we're looking fo:1" writers! 

i OdUS!Cfll ENERUI j It's a great expierence and a fun work environment! 
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Contact The Beacon at 408-5903 
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Colonels Baseball Splits With St. Mary's 
BY ARIEL COHEN 
Beacon Staf/Writer 

The Wilkes University baseball team 
opened its 2004 season with a double header 
at St. Mary's College in Maryland with a split. 
The Colonels first game was a hard fought 4-
3 loss, but the team managed to clinch the 
nightcap game with 4-1 win b ind the out­
standing pitching of senior, Mike Spotts. 

St. Mary's broke the first game open in the 
bottom half of the third inning, giving Matt 
Bailey a two run confidence lead against the 
Colonels. Brandon Rist opened the game for 
St. Mary's by first doubling and then scoring 
on a single by John Spinnenweber. 
Spinnenweber then scored after stealing both 
second and third base on a Wilkes error. 

The Colonels answered right back in their 

half of the fourth inning. The men added one 
_run on a single by Dave Morgan, and an RBI 
double by pitcher, Mike Spotts. 

Even though the Seahawks regained their 
two run lead in the bottom of that same in­
ning the Colonels were not about to give up. 
The Colonels added two more runs in the top 
half of the seventh inning. The two runs came 
at a good time tying the game 3-3 when Kyle 
Devlin scored on a single by Dave Evans, 
and Casey Kulago scored on a single by Tyler 
Trutt. 

But the Seahawks would get their winning 
run in the bottom of the seventh inning off of 
. Vallandangham. 

The second game of the double header 
gave the Colonels their first win for the sea-

son behind the solid five-hit game by Mike 
Spotts and Jeff Ridge with the save. Spotts 
allowed only two hits in the first four innings 
of the game, and the Colonels went on to win 
4-1. 

Wilkes got the game started in the first 
inning scoring twice off hits by Tyler Trutt, 
Dave Morgan, and Casey Kulago. 

The Colonels increased their lead to 3-0 in 
the second inning. To begin the inning 
Konschak walked and then moved up to sec­
ond on a sacrifice bunt by Jared Ferrell. After 
Trutt singled to load the bases, Konschak 
scored on a sacrifice fly from Josh Turel. 

St. Mary's tried to get something started 
in the bottom half of the second inning. But 
the closest they would get would be the sole 

17 

run scored by Snow on a ground out by 
Engelau. The Colonels remained fairly quiet 
until the sixth inning when Wilkes would take 
a solid 3 run lead back off a solo shot by 
Ferrell. 

Trutt wa.1, the only player in the double 
header to have multiple hits in both games 
after hitting several singles throughout the 
matchup. 

"I was very impressed by the pitching staff. 
Hitting needs to improve and that will hap­
pen the more that we play," Coach Folek 
stated after the games. 

The Wilkes baseball team heads to 
Dickinson, this Saturday, February 28 at 12:00 . 

Wilkes Finishes 5th at MAC Chainpionships 
BY WILL MIDGETT 
Beacon Asst. Sports Editor 

The Wilkes wrestling team closed its 
season this weekend at the MAC Champi­
onships held at the University of Scranton. 
Wilkes had a strong showing as the team 
took fifth place in the conference with 68 
total team points. 

Delaware Valley College took first place 
in the tournament with 150.5 team points, 
and Lycoming College was the runner-up 
with 137 points. 

Freshman Mike Ferrara earned the high-

est finish for the Colonels at third place in the 
149 pound bracket. After a 4-1 loss to 

· Lycoming's Sean Reese in the semi-finals, 
Ferrara moved into the consolation bracket 
and won his first match against Scranton's 
Donnel Young with a fall in 4:20. 

In the consolation finals, Ferrara earned 
his third place finish with a 4-3 decision over 
Rob Jimenez from Delaware Valley. 

Junior Jeremy Mayer took a fourth place 
finish for the Colonels at 125 pounds. After 
making his way into the semi-finals, Mayer 

lost a 18-5 major decision to nationally-ranked 
King's grappler Mitch Marks. 

"It was a disappointing finish for the 
whole weekend," said Mayer. "The guy that 
I beat on Friday ended up beating me for 
third place on Saturday." 

But Mayer added that the season was ex­
tremely positive overall. He ended the sea­
son with a record of 30-15. "I set my goal to 
win 20 matches," says Mayer. "And I got 
way more than that." 

In his first consolation bout, Mayer 
pinned Tyler Faux Dugan of Albright in 2:46. 

Sandrino Plutino placed fifth for the Colo­
nels at 184 pounds. In his opening match on 
Friday, Plutino pinned Elizabethtown's John 
Garganta in 52 seconds. After a 16-3 loss to 
Trevor Needham from Scranton, Plutino 
bounced back with a 4-2 decision over Tony 
Valenti from Messiah. 

Vince Abbott earned his fifth place finish 
at 197 with a pin over Scranton's Matt Butler 
in 2:33. · At heavyweight, freshman Keith 
Altiery won fifth place with a 3-1 overtime 
victory against Kings' James Bishop. 

In the consolation finals, Mayer was pinned 
;'-,, by Delaware Valley's Mik~eston in I :22. 

' Five Wilkes wrestlers earned fifth place 

Joe Yutko placed sixth for the Colonels at 
133. In his first round match, Yutko won a 14-
6 major decision over Elizabethtown's Tom 
Elicker. Yutko lost his next)wo matches to 
finish sixth. 
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STUDENTS WELCOME 

Sherman Hills Apartments 
www.shermanhillsapartments.com 

The Best Looking Affordable Apartments In Wilkes-Barre 

Now accepting applications for 1 & 2 bedroom apartments 

Centrally Located 
Public transportation 
Carpeting 
Air Conditioning 

Laundry Facilities 
24-Hour Maintenance Service 
Frost Free Refrigerator 

On Site Social Service Coordinator 
Garbage Disposal 
Stove 

300 Parkview Circle 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 18702 

Monday - Friday 8AM. to SP.M. 

CHECK US OUT TODAY !!!! 
570-823-5124 

EHO 
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i finishes on Saturday. At 157, Joe Yenchak 
pinned Elizabethtown's Vinny Camacho in 57 
seconds in the fifth place match . 

At 165, Kyle Lenio took a fifth place fin­
~ ish after winning two out of his three 
, matches. In the fifth place bout, Lenio won a 
" 4-3 decision over Scranton's Tim Grover. 

Wilkes finished the season with a 11-11 
dual meet record. "As a team we reached our 
goal," says. Mayer. "Our goal was to reach 
.500 and we did that. We made .500 as a 
team.'' 

Wilkes placed fifth out of eight at the MAC Wrestling Championships 
that took place on Friday, February 20, and Saturday, February 21, 
2004. 
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Bolin and DeMaranville Shoot for Lady Colonels' Future 
BY KYLA CAMPBELL 
Beacon Staff Writer 

There is always something positive to fo­
cus on, even when your team doesn't have 
an impressive season. For Wilkes 
University's women's basketball 
team, one positive aspect was 
concluding the season with a win, 
a 62-60 victory over Drew Uni­
versity on Saturday afternoon. 

eleven games that she led Wilkes in scoring, 
her minimum contribution was 12 points. She 
also led the team in rebounding for the sec­
ond half of the season, grabbing 5.6 per 
game. 

Bolin was next in line with points, adding 
9.7 per contest. She 
led the team in steals 
with 54 and assists 
with 65, while finish­
ing third on the team 
with 4.2 boards per 
game. 

The Lady Colonels have an­
other positive thing to focus on -
the consistent force of the com­
bination of sophomore Rena 
Bolin and junior Andrea 
DeMaranville and the fact that 
they are returning next year. 

DeMaranville 
scored a season-high 
27 points in a loss to 

Courtesy, Sports Information Delaware Valley Col-

Andrea DeMaranville . lege on February 14· 
Bolin and DeMaranville were 

credited with being the top scorers for 17 of 
the team's 24 games. They also combined to 
grab the most rebounds in nine games total. 

"Rena and Andrea are the two players on 
our team, that in crunch time, they are our 
go-to players," said head coach Jim Reed. 
"They are our two most explosive athletes 
that can make something happen at the of­
fensive end." 

DeMaranville led the team in points per 
game, averaging 13 for the season. In the 

The Wyoming Valley 
West graduate · was also consistent in free 
throws for the season, completing 74 per­
cent of her shots. DeMaranville sank 13-of-
17 from the charity line in a 70-58 win at FDU­
Florham two weeks ago. 

Bolin scored a season-high 22 points in 
the team's first game against FDU, a 72-62 
decision. She topped the team's list in field 
goals made when she hit on ten of her shots 
in the first game against the Devils. The 
Scranton Prep graduate had a season-high 

ten assists against Lycoming College last 
week. 

Both of these Lady Colonels are known to 
drive to the basket and take shots when no 
one else will. Each of them has attempted as 
many as 18 field goals in a 
game, including Bolin at Drew 
University and DeMaranyille 
at Delaware Valley. With ag­
gressive defense, both 
grabbed a game-high six 
steals at Marywood Univer­
sity. Bolin repeated her per­
formance in the team's win 
overFDU. 

added assistant coach Whitney Bull. "Her 
athleticism and basketball ability is great. Es­
pecially with handling the ball... she's so quick 
and can coine up with great plays." 

DeMaranville, who will return next year as 
one of three seniors, bal-
ances the offensive attack. 

"Andrea can do things 
going to the basket, and 
she's a good shooter," said 
Reed. "There is a variety of 
ways in which she can 
score, so the's difficult to 
defend." 

Despite the team's record, 
they continued to play each 
game with great effort. "We 
all love basketball and want 

Rena Bolin 

"Andrea has a great 
shot. She can just turn it 
on and it goes in," added 
Bull. "Andrea's very ath-

to have fun-," said Bolin. "Even though our 
record wasn't good, we wanted to come out 
and play hard. We came out hard [on Satur­
day] and that win was the best." 

The two-sport athlete brings a lot to the 
team. "Rena's outstanding ability with the 
ball off the bounce really helps our team go," 
said Reed. 

Bolin, only a sophomore, has already 
picked up a leadership role. "Rena is doing a 
lot better with being vocal and a team leader," 

letic as well. She has some 
good basketball smarts and mobility." 

With Bolin and DeMaranville returning for 
next year's lineup, things are looking good 
for the young Lady Colonels. 

"The program looks like it has a really 
bright future," concluded Bull. "We have a 
lot of young players that will definitely be 
very competitive in the league in the next 
couple seasons. They just need a little more 
experience under their belt." 

XifkinCafe 
at J-{enrv Student Center Servin(! Top Quality 

Deli Sandwiches, 
'Personal Pan pizzas, 

Jazz.man's Cafe, 
:and a wide selection 
of convenience and 

Grab-and-Go 
foods 

Monday 
Tue;dav 
-Wednesdav 
Thursday 

. fildav 

~ . 
Datlv 'Pizza Specials 

Clticken Wing Ptz.z:.a $4.99 
'Bl3Q Chicken & ;Jled Onion $4.39 
Pesto Chicken Alfredo $439 
Stuffed Clteesesteak Pizza $4.99 
Garlic Shrimp wttlt :Tclcotta $4.99 

Current 'Promotions 
.Add a 20 cz:. Fountain Soda to amr sandwich 

or ptzz:a for onlv $.o9 : 

.All ls/and Oasis Smootltles onlv $1.751ll 

Jfours of Operation 

.; 
i 

'"Weeklv Dell Specials 
fipruarv Z3-27 

The Xe,Jben 
1111th Chips. 'Pickle. and a 20 oz 

Fountain Beverage · .$4.59 

¥arch1-S 
.A111erlcan Sub 

with Chip$~ 'Pickle. and a 20 oz 
Fou11taJp 'Beverage $4.59 

Mondav:tlrrouqh Thursday 7,'.00 A.A-lro 8:00 'PM fttdav 7:00 .A..M" toJZ:00 AM Saturday 8:00 PM to JZ:00 .;<.A( 
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O LONEL'S LIPBOARD 

Drew 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

Scranton 
DeSales 
King's 
Delaware Valley 
Lycoming 
Drew 
FDU-Florham 
Wilkes 

12-2 23-2 
11-3 21-4 
9-5 18-7 
7-7 12-12 
7-7 15-10 
6-8 13-10 
2-12 5-19 
2-12 3-21 

,·:OR:25 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 
(2/ l 7) Wilkes 71 Lycoming 68 
(2/19) DeSales 83 Wilkes 70 
(2/21) Wilkes 77 Drew 73 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

(2/17) Lycoming 61 Wilkes 55 
(2/19) DeSales 77 Wilkes 37 . 
(2/21) Wilkes 62 Drew 60 

Mary's4, . . 

February 23--Men's Basket-
n, Home 7 :00 p.m. 

ebruary 25--Men's Bas­
es, Away 
ruary 28--Baseball at 

... ornneStewart; senior center, 
sh'gt one hundred percent from 
the free ' throw line for the week 
going· 10 for 10 and led the Lady 
Qolcmels in rebounding two out 
of the three games totaling nine 
boards against Drew and a game 
high 13 against Lycoming earlier 

· in the week. 

NUMBERS OF THE WEEK 

·.Men's College Baski!tliall 
5 number of Wilkes wrestlers who placed 

fifth at the MAC's 

1. Stanford (23-0) beatUCLA73-60. Next; vs'. Oregpn State, 1'hursday. 
2, Saint Joseph's (24-0) beat Temple 76;;53.Next:·atMas~ach~setts, Wednesday. ~ · 
3. Duke (21-3) did not play. Nexr vs. Maryltillfl. Sunday. 
4. Mississippi State (21-2) lost t,o Alabama.'.77-73. Next; vs. No. 24 LSU, Wedoesqay. 
5. Pittsburgh (23-2) at West Virginia Next: at Georgetown, Tuesday. 
6. Gonzaga (23-2) beat Tulsa 76-56. Nex~; vs. Sa~ Diego, Thur~day. 
7. Oklahoma State (20-2) vs. Nebraska. Next; at Missouri, Tuesday. 
8. Connecticut (21-5) beat Notre Dame 61-50. Next: at St. Job n's, Tuesday. 
9. Kentm;ky(19:4) beat Auburn 68,59. Next: vs. Tennessee, Wednesday. 
10. Louisville (17-6) lost to No. 17 Cincinnati 66-61, OT. Next: vs. DePaul, Wednesday. 
11. Texas (18-4)atOklahoma. Next: vs. No. 21 Kansas, Monday. 
12. Wisconsin ( 17-5) did-not play. Next: at Michigan, Sunday. 
13. North Carolina State (16-6) did not play. Next: vs. Washington, Sunday., 
14. Arizona ( 17-6) at Oregon State. Next: vs: Washington, Thursday. 
15. WakeForest ( 16-6) did not play. Next: at No: .18 Georgia Tech, Sunday. · 
16. North Carolina(16-7) beatFloi;idaState78-7l. !'fext: at Virginia, Tuesday. 
17. Cincinnati (18-5) beat No. 10 Louis~ille 6~6 l, O'f.Next: vs. Saint Louis, Wednesday. 
18. Georgia Tech ( 19-6) did not play. Next: vs. Nq. )5 Wake forest, Sunday. 
19. Providence (18-5) beat Miami 70-57. Next: at Notre Dame, Tuesday. 
20. Southern Illinois (21-2) vs. Hawaii. Next: vs. Creighton, Tuesday. 
21. Kansas (17-6) beat Iowa State 90-89, OT. Next: at No. 11 Texas. Monday. 
22. Texas "fech ( 19-7) beat Texas A&M 76-60. Next: at Nebraska, Tuesday. 
23. Memphis (18-4) vs.Alabama-Birmingham. Next: vs. Southern Mississippi, Tuesday. 
24. LSU (17-6) lost to Vanderbilt 74-54. Next: at No. 4 Mississippi State, Wednesday. 
25. South Carolina (20-6) lost to Arkansas 82-66. Next: at Florida, Wednesday. 

34 

45 

number of blocks Corrine Stewart has for 

the season, which is secqnd in the league 

percentage Mike Morgan shot from three 

point range for the week 

Travel With STS Americas #1 
Student .Tour Operator 

Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas, 
and Florida. Now hiring campus reps. 

Call for group discounts. 
Inf ormatiori/Reservations 

1-800-648-4849 or www.ststravel.com 
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Colonels Rebound fro01 Loss to DeSales to Beat Drew 
Wilkes heads into conf ere nee playoffs this week 

BY STEVE KEMBLE 
Beacon Sports Editor 

On Saturday afternoon at the Marts Cen­
ter, the Colonels (16-8; 9-5 conf.) rebounded 
from a tough loss Thursday night against 
DeSales by beating Drew University (6-17; 
3-11 conf.) 77-73. 

The Colonels sprinted out of the gates 
and picked up a quick 17-5 lead with 

"I think when we went out and made a 
couple jump shots early and we thought they 
(Drew) were just going to roll over and let us 
do that. They weren't going to do that," said 
Jerry Rickrode, Wilkes men's basketball head 
coach. 

In the final few minutes of the half the 

At the half Mike Morgan was leading all 
scorers with 15 points shooting five for nine 
from three point range. "Mike shot the ball 
well," commented Rickrode. 

Much like the first half, the second half 
started out with Wilkes controlling the game 
early by going up by as much as 14 points, 

43-57, with 14:54 leftin the game 
just four and a half minutes gone by 
in the first half. The scoring frenzy 
started with a dunk by Evan Walters 
and then Mike Morgan hitting four 
out of five three pointers and John 
Yaniello adding a three of his own. 

• I • • when Yaniello got a steal and 
We d1dn t really get down and dirty and play them then was assisted by Dave Plisko 
tough until the second half, and then at the end we for a fast break lay-up. 

just kind of flogged away, I don't know what was it, a However, the Rangers would 
14 point lead or something. bring the Colonels scoring run 

Jerry Rickrode to an end once again by fighting However, after that run things 
seemed to cool down for Wilkes. 
Drew would eventually tie the game 
at 19 on two free throws by Brad_ 
Greenman with 11 :56 left in the half. 

The Rangers would eventually pull out 
in front with their biggest lead of the day, 
six points, when Joe Lamson hit a three 
poi~ter with 7 :51 left until intermission and 
a score of 31-25. 

TODAY(2/23) 
Photography Exhibit @ Sordoni Art Gallery, 
12-4:30 
Men's Basketball @ Marts Gym vs. Lincoln 
University, 7 PM 

TUESDAY(2/24) 
Photography Exhibit @ Sordoni Art Gallery, 
12-4:30 
Dance Performance and Master Class @ 
Dorothy Dickson Darte Center, 11-4 
Marti Gras Celebration @ Henry Student 
Center Cafeteria, 3rd Floor, 11-2 
Hockey Tickets on Sale for March 3 @ 
Henry Student Information Desk, 1-3 
Commuter Council Meeting @ MSC TV 
Lounge. 11 :30 AM 

WEDNESDAY(2/25) 
Photography Exhibit @ Sordoni Art Gallery, 
12-4:30 
Dance Performance and Master Class @ 
Dorothy Dickson Darte Center, 11-4 
Biology Club Movie Night@ MSC TV 
Lounge 

THURSDAY 2 26 

, back strong and pulling to within 
Mens Basketball Head Coach five points, 56-61, when Craig 

Colonels pulled themselves tog_ether and went 
up by as much as eight points, 35-43, with 40 
seconds left in the half on a made lay-up plus 
foul shout by Rashawl! Pressley. 

Peter Boyer of Drew would make the final 
shot of the half and cut the Colonels lead to 
38-43 entering halftime. 

room, 2nd f._loor, 7 PM 
Son of Glam Rock Band @ Henry Student 
Center Ballroom, 2nd Floor, 9 PM 
Hockey Tickets on Sale for March 3@ 
Henry Student Center /information Desk, 1-
3 

FRIDAY(2/27) 
Photography Exhibit @ Sordoni Art 
Gallery, 12-4:30 
Movie Night @ Cinemark, 7 PM 

SATURDAY(2/28) 
Photography Exhibit @ Sordoni Art Gallery, 
12-4:30 
High School Programming Contest @ Stark 
Leaming Center, 10:30 AM. 
Baseball Double-Header@ Dickinson, 12 
PM 

SUNDAY(2/29) 
Photography Exhibit @ Sordoni Art Gallery, 
12-4:30 

Clemente hit a jump shot with 
8:44 remaining. 

The Colonels would then build their lead 
back to 14 points, 59-71, on a steal from Mor­
gan, which he converted into a lay-up on the 
other end assisted by Plisko with 5 :20 left in 

Basketball Continued on page 16 

Find this Picture on Campus and ... 
WIN CASH! 

Congratulations to Katie Gianfagna, 
who correctly identified last week's "Find This 
Picture" first. As Gianfagna pointed out, last This photo was t~ken so?1ewhere on Wilkes Uni~ersity's Campus. _ 
week's picture depicted a piece of art work on When you fi~d It, emm_l us t,?e answer _at: w1l~esbeacon@hotmail.com. 

Photography Exhibit @ Sordoni Art 
Gallery, 12-4:30 

the Stark Learning Center, near the Alumni Be sure to put_ Campus P1ctur~ as the sub~~ct headmg, _as well as your name, phon 
· House. Gianfagna will receive a $1 o cash prize num~er, and either campus ~ailb?x or ma1h~g addre~s 1~ the bo~y text. . . 
courtesy of the Wilkes University Programming The first person to correctly 1dent1fy the locat10n of this picture will be recogmzed 1 
Board. next weeks issue, and will receive a $10 cash prize, courtesty of Programming Board 

Movie and Discussion: "Daring to 
Resist: Three Women Face The Holo­
caust" @ Henry Student Center Ball-

The Beacon welcollles notices of events ... publicize it's free!-
Post your event by visitingwww.wilkesbeacon.com or email wilkesbeacon@hotmail.com 
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