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rotest graduation site

Photo by Donna Yedlock

1969 or 1989? — Students gather outside Weckesser Hall this morning to protest the decision to hold this year's graduation in the Marts Center,

| Bradley tabbed as

by Michele Corbett
Beacon News Editor

WILKES-BARRE— United States
Senator Bill Bradley will be this year's
principal commencement speaker.

The Arnaud C. Marts Sports and
Conference Center is the scheduled site of the
event Saturday, May 27, at 4 p.m.

"Senator Bradley was, early on, our
choice as principal speaker for this particular
commencement in the new Marts Sports and
Conference Center," said Wilkes President Dr.
Christopher N. Breiseth.

"His distinguished reputation as both a
scholar and athlete personifies the Wilkes
mission, which includes providing our students

an education that develops the whole person,

commencement speaker

both mind and body," he said.

During the ceremonies, the honorary
Doctor of Humane Letters will be bestowed
upon Senator Bradley.

~ After a college athletic career highlighted

by All-American honors at Princeton
University and an Olympic Gold Medal,
Senator Bradley studied at Oxford University as
a Rhodes scholar.

He graduated with honors in 1967 after
eaning a Master's Degree.

As a member of both the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources, and the
Committee on Special Aging on the Federal
level, Bradley is of special interest to this area.

Senator Bradley played professional
basketball with the New York Knickerbockers
from 1967 to 1977, during which time he

started for the two world championship teams
in 1970 and 1973.

Bradley converted from "roundball to the
hardball politics of the senate” in 1979 and has
since been recognized by his party as a leader
and role model especially in the areas of
environmental issues, and tax reform.

Bradley, while considered a liberal
generally, nevertheless has appeal across the
political spectrum and is a likely presidential
candidate in the '92 race.

The College is holding a press conference
during Senator Bradley's visit on May 27.

This is Senator Bradley's second visit to
the Wilkes-Barre area. In October 1986, he
stuniped in support of Wilkes trustee Rep.
Paul Kanjorski, who was seeking his second
term in Congress.
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Legal correpondent Nina Totenberg speaks at Wi

Nina Totenberg, legal correspondent, speaks at the Eigth Annual

Installment of the Max Rosenn Lecture Series. Wilkes President
Dr. Christopher N. Breiseth is seated behind her.

by Dave Kaszuba
Special to the Beacon

AsNina Totenberg was intro-
duced at the Wilkes College Center
for the Performing Arts last Tuesday,
a tremendous round of applause
greeted National Public Radio’s
award-winning legal affairs corre-
spondent.

Approaching the micro-

phone, Totenberg quickly noted that
the reverberating -welcome caused
the platform to shake.

But Totenberg, the guest
speaker at the Eighth Annual Install-
ment of the Max Rosenn Lecture
Series, also shook — or at the very
least captivated — the audience with
her candid views on the legal system.
Among the opinions she of-

That the Supreme Court

JOSTENS

fered?
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would soon reverse the “Roe vs.

Wade” decision which legalized
abortion; that Attorney General
Richard Thornburgh is, to a great
extent, motivated by personal ambi-
tion; and that former president
Ronald Reagan probably will not be
required to testify at the Oliver North
trial.

“Roe vs: Wade,” the last case
scheduled for the current court term,
will be reviewed on April 26.

“If you wanttoleave the status
quo as it is then you don’t challenge
the status quo,” Totenberg reasoned.
“My expert opinion is that ‘Roe vs.
Wade’ will be reversed.”

Totenberg said that Justice
Anthony M. Kennedy, who was
appointed under the Reagan admini-
stration, would likely be “the fifth
vote to tip the balance” in favor of the
conservative stance on many issues,
including abortion.

She also believes that if “Roe
vs. Wade” were reversed, the Repub-
lican Party would, in the long run,
suffer as a result. “There’s an
enormous yuppie vote outthereand a
vastamount of these people go to the
polls,” Totenberg said. “When Mrs.
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Yuppie, who’s the vice presidentof a
bank, realizes that she is pregnant
and can’t have an abortion that she
might want, she suddenly becomes a
one issue voter. That’s something
she wouldn’t have been in a million
years.”

Totenberg, not one to pull
punches, continued to manifest her
admirable candor when she turned
her attention to new Attorney Gen-
eral Richard Thornburgh.

“Some things are not easy to
say, especially in Pennsylvania,” she
said. “Richard Thornburgh was a
very capable governor here, but it’s
fair to say that the consensus of those
of us who cover him is that he’s the
most political Attorney General

Deaf actress "'speé
to enthused crow

by Chris Augustine
Beacon Staff Writer

WILKES-BARRE — What
would it be like to be unable to hear
the chirping of a bird or someone’s
praise or criticism of your work? For
Phyllis Frelich, not being able to hear
has been a way of life that she was
born into. Tuesday evening, though,
she showed the large crowd that
gathered in the Marts Center that
deafness is not a handicap, it’s justa
communication barrier that is easily
overcome.

Frelich was born in Devil’s
Lake, North Dakota; she is the eldest
child of two deaf parents and has
seven deaf siblings. She attended
numerous schools for the deaf where
she was taught that learning to speak
was more important than learning to
use sign language. “If I would sign,
my teacher would slap my hands
with a ruler,” she said.

Sign language then became an
escape for herand other students who
couldn’tlearn to speak. According to
Frelich, “Signing made communi-
cating natural, where speaking was
not natural.”

Frelich said that speaking is an
almost impossible thing to learn by
many deaf people. She equated it to
asking a hearing person to describe
accurately what it would be like to be
deaf.

Upon graduating from high
school, Frelich enrolled in Gallaudet
College. At that time Gallaudet was
the only college in the country that
specialized in deaf students.

Frelich’s dream in college was
to graduate with a degree in theater,
but Gallaudet did not offer such a
program. Consequently, she ma-
jored in library science. She was told
in library science that “whatever
town your husband works in you can
getajob.” When she graduated from
college, though, she did not have a
husband.
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smoke — Barre Hall is shown after a three-alarm fire ripped
hthe coed dorm during spring break.

wrre Hall gutted

given first option to return.

Barre Hall was coed and
housed freshmen through seniors.

Allen pointed out that most
students were surprised in learning
that their personal belongings
weren’t covered by the College’s
insurance. Students must claim their
losses on their parents’ homeowners
insurance.

Two students, Scott Jack and
Micheal Naholnik, lost everything.

The fire took most of the be-
longings of another pair while the
rest of the ill-fated Barre residents'
belongings sustained varied degrees
of smoke and water damage.

Accordingtothe fire chief, the
left side of the first floor received the
heaviest damage from the fire which
began electrically under the floor
near the furnace.

It was determined that the fire
smoldered for a few hours from 7
am. It then gathered furry as it
burned out the floor and spread up
and between the walls of the build-
ing.

Paul Gillespie, Wilkes Secu-
rity, noted that the fire was indirectly
discovered. Someone, possibly a
passerby smelled smoke in the area.

An investigative engine was
sent to the vicinity of Frank and Ross
Streets where the fire was discovered
and extiguished by 10:15 a.m. The
chief stated it was a three-alarm fire.

fudents forced out
ito cold by gas leak

“The students of Chesapeake
and Delaware were moved into
Evans Hall around five a.m. when
they were able torest in the rec room
where coffee and donuts were avail-
able," said Jane Lampe-Groh, Dean
of Student Affairs.

The source of the leak was at
the curb line on Northhampton
Street.

The Pennsylvania Gas and
Water Company had the gas turned
off to repair the leak before students
were able to return to their rooms by
7 am. ‘

by Scott Robbins
Special to the Beacon

WILKES-BARRE — On April
9 at 9 am. the National Multiple
Sclerosis Society of Northeastern
Pennsylvania will hold the Super
Cities Walk For Multiple Sclerosis.
The fund raising event will start at
College Misericordia and proceed
around Harvey’s Lake back to the
college.

There will be plenty of rest stops
and refreshments along the way, and
at the halfway point there will be a

Beach Party at Sandy Beach with
Beach Boys style music. Hot dogs,
hamburgers, and summer salads
along with plenty of refreshing soft
drinks will be served. The event will
bring walkers from Scranton and
Wilkes-Barre.

The walk will raise money to aid
many people who have been afflicted
with multiple sclerosis, and to help
research find a cure for the disease.
An estimated quarter of a million
Americans have multiple sclerosis
with nearly 200 new cases diagnosed
each week.

o e T B RO i R O

MS fundraiser this weekend

Nancy Williams, formerly in-
volved with the local MS Society and
victims of MS, stated, “I really feel
there is going to be a major break-
through in the nextten years. Itcould
be next month or next year, but it is
going to happen.”

With your help and many oth-
ers” we can be assured of finally
findingacauseandacure. Come join

your fellow Wilkes students for this

.special event. For more information

on how you can help, call (717) 824-
7411.
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Seniors have the
graduation blues

If you walked by Weckesser
Hall this morning you probably no-
ticed the first student protest on
campus in approximately 6 years.

The administration’s deci-
sion to hold this year’s graduation in

the Amaud C. Marts Sports and*

Conference Center is very unpopu-
lar with seniors and many under-
classmen.

When it’s time for my
graduation from Wilkes, I don’t
want to graduate in the gym so I can
sympathize with this year’s seniors.

The thought of family
members watching their son or
daughter graduate on a television
after sinking a big chunk of their
family finances into a college educa-
tion is appalling.

As of Wednesday, each
graduate will be given six tickets to
distribute among their family mem-
bers. What happens if a student has
more than six loved ones that want to
attend graduation?

That’s where the televisions
come in. Televisions will be setup in
the auxiliary rooms of the gym for
family members not allowed to
watch graduation in person.

Now that the graduates fam-
ily members have been taken care
of, where will their friends be
seated?

Guess what? No where.

Due to the limitations on the
gym’s seating capacity underclass-
men will not be allowed to attend this
year’s ceremony.

OPINION

by Tom Obrzut

Recent alumni and the
college’s contributors might also be
barred from the ceremony. But you
can bet your bottom dollar that some
of the college’s biggest contributors
will be seated in the VIP section in
the first row. What a shame.

Many students say the deci-
sion to hold the ceremony in the gym
was made without their input.

As you saw this morning
many of them feel Ralston Field is
where they want their graduation
cercmony.

The administration must
also remember that the decision to
hold graduation in the gym will
leave a lasting scar on the college’s
future fund raising.

The final impression of
Wilkes the approximately 450
graduates will have will be a nega-
tive one and when it comes time to
open up their wallets for their alma
mater don’t be surprised if their
wallets remained closed.

It might be too late to change

: NEWS, FI " WE NIESTED TROUBLE-
Muceogv TALKING REOUT HUMAN RIGHTS ANp FREE MMXETS T,

ﬁ/,/ / 7 ///,/5',5 ’
s
ik
|
;/// /////’ 7 A
Z 72 4
E Rl
:
\
% Z

this year’s decision, but I stand be-
hind the students who feel this deci-
sion was made in error.

The decision is wrong and
hopefully the same decision won’t
be made in the future because if it is
the administration will face the same
situation.
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lilkes Student Government: Elltlst’?

University of -Scranton For their part, the members of It seems pretty clear that the lack
Government President calls  the executive board said that they of competition and enthusiasm are
elitist” The students at weren’t aware that a problem of this  the prime contributors to the dismal
Collegecallthemour Student  magnitude existed. Yet they did  turnoutat theelections. Accordingto

ent. acknowledge that there is a problem  Sweigert, “There is no competition
- with a turnout at elections. Perhaps for the positions and as a result the
‘ MM ENTA BY this isn’t just a coincidence. elections aren’t pumped up.”

Chris Augustine

One member of the executive Why is there a lack of competi-
: board tried to equate the Wilkes tion for posts that could normally
§ we head through another College election turnouttothatofthe  shape the lives of all of the current
fnpopular Student Govern-  turnout in the election for President  and future students at Wilkes?
etions, it is becoming in-  of the United States. He said that, “If One probable example can show
gly evident that one of the peoplein thiscountry won’tvoteina that competent candidates are being
reasons that students don’t national election how can they be denied their rights as citizens of the
these elections is that quali-  expected to vote ina student govern-  United States and therefore could be
ndidates are being told that ment election?” causing these problems.

annot run for the position. of When examining the facts, A student — “Carol” — trans-
Government President. though, about 50% of the eligible fers to Wilkes after completing two
ie current S.G. Constitution,  yoters turned out to vote in the 1988  years of college at another institu-
fas recently as 1985, forbids  Presidential elections, whereas only tion. Carol had been a member of
Storun for president, evenas  one-third of the students at Wilkes

ncandidates, until they have  tyrned out in last year’s election.
one full year on S.G. at .

Intheory this practice might
eptable to many people; yet
luding many members of our
tbody from getting the fair
entand chance to lead that our
intion so clearly states we

See Wilkes page 6
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Put graduation
where it belongs

In their latest show of indifference towards the feelings of
the student body, the administration has decided to stage this
spring's commencement exercises in the Arnaud C. Marts
Center rather than the traditional Ralston Field.

The process that led to this decision, as well as the actual
decision itself, in the opinion of The Beacon; is wrong.

Once again, the administration has told the students, in this
case the senior class, that despite the money they pay and the
work they do, their voices will not be heard.

The voice of the student should be the most important on
the campus of any college. This, however, is not usually the
case.

It seems that at Wilkes College, the pecking order is John
Wilkes Club members (big money donors), Board of Trustees
members, administration, BIG SPACE, faculty, and students.

When the big picture is looked at with a microscope, the
only people that the school really couldn't survive without are
the faculty and students — the two voices most commonly
ignored.

According to the administration, at this point the gavel has
been dropped and the verdict returned. Graduation, whether
we like it or not, will be held in the gym.

As we all know, the gym, with a seating capacity of 3000
in the bleachers and a legal safety limit of 3500, is not prepared
to handle the crowd that a Wilkes graduation is used to having.
(In the past, at Ralston Field, guests were unlimited.)

Now students will be told that they can only bring a certain
number of guests and an even smaller number of those will be
allowed in-gym-seating. The rest will be asked to sit in one of
the other rooms in the gym and watch graduation on
wide-screen, closed-circuit TV's.

This is not what the family and friends of graduates
imagined they would have to go through in order to see their
loved one graduate from college.

The students should be the first to be consulted when it
comes to such decisions. It's not that irrational to allow the
graduates to decide where their four years of heavy debt and
hard work will end.

As for the gym, why not use it for a giant reception for the
families and friends of graduates? It can still be involved in the
festivities but it doesn't have to take such a controversial role.

If the gym becomes the site of graduation for good (as long
as that lasts these days), Wilkes College will once again take a
step away from the tradition that has made it what it is.

Graduation will become the Belltower reincarnate and the
lustre of the bright and beautiful Marts Center will be forever
tarnished.

Is this what you want?

3% 33 34 34 34 3% 34 94 94 94 94 04 94 93 93 0 9% 94 W W W

Thumbs up: to the students involved with organizing the
school's first protest in six years. Good luck in obtaining a
goal you truly believe in!

Thumbs down: to whomever is responsible for the latest
additions to the pre-registration forms. In case it got past you,
we are now being asked to disclose our religious preference
and race on these forms. The least they could have done is add
a disclaimer saying that answering the questions is optional. If

they want this information there are more direct ways of getting
it. Not covertly slipping the questions onto a registration form
and having the registrar people fill the spaces in for you when
you refuse.

Thumbs down: to whomever is involved with the parking
fiasco that happened at Ralston Field some weeks ago when the
Irem Shrine Circus was in town. People were told by Armory
officials that they were allowed to park in the Ralston Parking
lot. The lot closes at 4:00 p.m. and all of the cars that were in
the lot at 4:00 p.m. were locked in. A Wiikes baseball player
was kind enough to get someone to unlock the door, but it
takes ignorance to lock a lot that has a lot of cars.
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Wilkes Theat_re Update
Student directors strut their stuf

by Michele Broton
Beacon Assistant Feature Editor

At a time when the views and
opinions of students are being ig-
nored, the Wilkes College Theatre
Department is giving two seniors an
opportunity to “strutt their stuff,”
theatrically of course.

The first play, The American
Dream by Edward Albee, is directed
by Patrick L. Shields, a senior theatre
and English major at Wilkes.

According to Shields, The
American Dream 1is a dark comedy
and social satire, and he warns the
public that “it may offend.” With its
comments on middle-class Ameri-
cansociety, The American Dream, is
filled with sarcasm, cynicism, and
ironic humor.

“In my show, there are also stu-
dents who have graduated and have
come back to do this...They’re
coming back to work on this show,
not for money, but for pleasure,” says
Shields of Don Semyon and Rebecca
Schmidt, the two alumni in his cast.

Rounding out his cast are Jen-
nifer Hussey, a sophomore at King’s
College, Jason Delcampe, a Wilkes
freshman, and Christine Brunnock, a
sophomore at Wilkes.

The second show, directed by
Jeffrey Eline, is Chinamen by Mi-
chael Frayn. Described by Eline as a
“British comedy,” Chinamen is
unique because “it has two actors,

who, between them, play seven dif-
ferent characters.”

The actors who are pulling off
this incredible feat of talent' are
Maureen O’Hara, a junior at Wilkes,
and John Domzalski, a Wilkes sen-
ior.

According to Eline, “the student
directed one-acts with full stage set,
costumes, and lighting, represent the
culmination of a theatre student’s
college career, bringing together all
elements of theatre from directing
the play to printing the tickets.”

“They’re a wonderful experi-
ence,” says Dr. Marti LoMonaco, of
the theatre department. “The only
way to learn to direct is to do it.”

For a theatre student, hands-on
experience is a vital necessity, some-
thing that is often unavailable at
larger colleges. Adds Director of
Theatre Karl Ruling, “This is one of
the few places where undergraduates
get to do that (get hands-on experi-
ence).”

So, the experience in directing is
necessary, but where does that leave
the actors? Well, for the most part, it
leaves them in a very nice situation.

Domzalski, a veteran college
actor, comments that, “I enjoy it very
much,...you get to work with your
peers in a more relaxed
atmosphere...it’s easier to feel more
open and outgoing.”

That doesn’t mean, however,
that the productions are done in a

Wilkes

student government while attending
the other college; she even held the
position of president. Her junior year
is spent trying to acquire friends and
figure out Wilkes. She almost cer-
tainly couldn’t haven’t gotten a posi-
tion on Student Government.

She now prepares for her senior
year with the aspiration of helping
her school by becoming S.G. pre-
sident. The dream will end there as
she is not elegible to run for the
position that she desires.

What is the Wilkes Student
Government trying to hide?

Every one of the area colleges
that were contacted allow all students
to take part in the entire election
process. Students are allowed to run
for every position as well as vote in
the elections.

Every college, that is, except
Wilkes.

Student Government Vice Pre-
sident Scott Barth, in defense of

Wilkes S.G., stated, “We aren’t a
body that works alone...we don’t
exclude anybody.”

Clearly the evidence doesn’t
support that statement.

Exclusion is defined as the act of
being shut out of something. In this
case the Student Government is
surely shutting out members of the
student body.

The Student Government still
doesn’tsee thisasa problem, though.
When asked recently if there is a
chance to have the Constitution
amended to favor all students instead
of those select few who are chosen to
run for president, the reply was, “If
there is truly a problem, we will dis-
cuss it. Then if it is feasible we will
discuss a change.”

Answers like that seem to pro-
vide more proof that the much
criticized members of Student
Government aren’t devoted to work-
ing for the entire student body.

Seen are eight students involved in the one-act plays. Pictured are, seated from leff
Maureen O'hara, John Domzalski, Christine Brunnock, Rebecca Schmidt, and Jennif
Hussey. Standing, from left, Jeffrey Eline, Jason Delcampe, and Patrick L. Schielt

haphazard manner. “Everything you
see is done by students...as much
hard work, dedication, and pride is
put into the student shows by the
students as is put into the faculty
directed shows by the faculty,” says
Shields, “the student productions are
not different from any other produc-
tion you will see at Wilkes.”

This weekend, April 7 and 8, the
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Here’s a surprising fact about
darts: a bull’s-eye isn’t always
the best score you can get. While
playing the most common darts
game, “501,” darters with a keen
eye and a steady hand begin with
501 points and attempt to reduce
their score to zero before their
opponent. The key is the player
must hit the double score ring
that reduces your score to exactly
zero in order to win,

According to the American
Darts Organization, over a mil-
lion Americans play darts regu-
larly and opportunities to com-
pete are increasing. For instance,
the Lucky Lights Dart Series is
a 26-market US tournament
with a total of $500,000 in prize

money.

mission buffet, $3.50 on Saturday.
For ticket information, contact the

Wilkes College Box Office at 824-
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