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UCOM is one
more step in
master plan

BY VICTORIA WHITE
Beacon News Editor

The former Call Center on the corner of
Main and South streets became the new
Wilkes University UCOM (University Cen-
ter On Main) late in July.

The seemingly quick purchase of the build-
ing caught many community members off
guard and introduced a new building to stu-
dents returning to campus this fall. With the
rumor of a possible purchase arising in March
and the approval from the Board of Trustees
coming in April, the closing of the property
on July 27 made for a seemingly hasty series
of events.

The University will spend $7.9 million on
the complex, and it affords Wilkes to begin
completing key elements of the facilities mas-
ter plan.

Scott Byers, Vice President of Finance and
Support Operations explained exactly what
the complex provides for Wilkes. "To pro-
vide us with what we call world class sup-
port, we felt that we needed to consolidate
our [administrative] offices and services into
one location so that students didn't have to
get sent all around campus. Two, we needed
additional space for athletics, especially the
spring sports. It provides an auxiliary gym
or open space. Three was the parking."

Although it sounds easy, Wilkes still faces
many challenges in the full transition to
UCOM. The move to UCOM is set to occur
in three phases, with the first as the comple-
tion of the parking garage, which should be

See UCOM, page 2
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Wilkes University President Joseph E. (Tim) Gilmour speaks to Student Government members at Wednesday night’s meeting. Class
conflicts have left many SG members forced to take sabbaticals this semester, cutting down the number of representitives significantly.

SG reps take sabbatical due to class conflicts

Attendance raises concern about representation

BY MEAGAN BROWN

Beacon Correspondent

Student Government (SG) leaders appear
unable to get people to show up for meet-
ings.

Last Wednesday's meeting saw a voting
pool of 16 people, far short of a majority of
the group and not enough diversity to repre-
sent the student body, according to some in
attendance.

The first few meetings of SG have seen low
attendance, but it's not because students are
skipping. A significant number of represen-
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tatives from the sophomore class in particu-
lar have decided to take sabbaticals due to
class schedule conflicts.

According to James Juice, sophomore
class president, night classes that start early
are the cause of sabbaticals.

"Some people have biology classes that
were moved. They were scheduled not to be
a conflict at the end of last semester, but
have now been moved to a different time.
The class starts at six, so they would miss
too much of the meeting," said Juice, a pre-
pharmacy major.

Nicole Krajewski, sophomore biology ma-
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jor and spirit committee chair, has also de-
cided to take a sabbatical. "I discussed it with
the president of student government, Andrew
Steinberg, and we decided it would be in the
best interest to take a sabbatical," said
Krajewski.

She also noted that she understands the
conflict, but couldn't avoid it. "I needed biol-
ogy 225, and it was only offered on Monday
and Wednesday from 6 to 8 p.m. It interferes
with the meeting; I wouldn't even be there to

See SG REPS, page 4
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Early Homecomlng falls in step with semester bustle

BY JEANNE STAPLETON
Beacon Correspondent

From the chitter-chatter in the
Henry Student Center to sounds of
professors lecturing, Wilkes has
come alive once again with the start
of a new school year. And with the
new year comes one of the most an-
ticipated annual events... Home-
coming.

This year's homecoming weekend
is scheduled for September 23-25.
The early date for homecoming de-
viates from the customary date
sometime in the month of October.

The reason that homecoming is
scheduled earlier this year is be-
cause there were only two week-
ends during the football season that
would work for homecoming, with
one of those weekends during the
students' fall recess. So the Alumni
Board and Student Government
(SG) opted to hold the event early.

Some of the events scheduled in
conjunction with homecoming in-
clude the pep rally, which will take
place on the Greenway Friday, Sep-
tember 23 at 6:00 p.m. Directly fol-
lowing the pep rally, comedian David
Russo, class of '93, and his fellow
alumna Terri Granahan, class of '94,
will perform live in the Henry Stu-
dent Center Ballroom. The stand-
up comedy evening is free of charge
to Wilkes students and open to the
Wilkes community including
alumni.

The homecoming game will be

held at Ralston Field Saturday, Sep-
tember 24, at 1:00 p.m. against the
Fairleigh Dickinson University
Devils. This year's homecoming
king and queen will be announced
during the halftime show.

Saturday night the homecoming
dance will be held at the Waterfront,
beginning at 6:00 p.m. Tickets are
still on sale and can be purchased
at the information desk in the stu-
dént center. The dance was
switched to Saturday to ensure that
athletes who wished to attend had
that opportunity. The dance had
previously been held on Fridays
and athletes were often forced to
choose between a good night's
sleep before the game and the big-
gest social event of the fall semes-
ter.
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New to this year's homecoming
agenda is the John Wilkes Society
Dinner, which will be held in the
Henry Student Center Ballroom.
This invitation-only black tie din-
ner is held to honor and celebrate
major donors to Wilkes University.
The celebration is the beginning of
a new tradition at Wilkes.

Also new this year is the Reunion
Under the Stars. This casual event
is an opportunity for alumni to catch
up with fellow classmates.

Sandra Carroll, director of the
Alumni Office, stated that the plan-
ning of this year's homecoming has
been quite successful so far. Even
though classes began just a few
weeks ago students are not overly
extended with homework and ac-
tivities yet. This factor has worked
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Tickets are going FAST!

Buy your tickets are the
info Desk for $10 a ticket

Courtesy Shuja Shafqat

in the favor of planning homecom-
ing.

While the early date for home-
coming has the potential to cause
some tension in a schedule not yet
settled for the semester, SG repre-
sentatives see the early celebration
as fitting naturally into the early
flow of activity on campus. "It is

not a problem. It is a challenge, and
we enjoy it," said Andrew
Steinberg, SG President.

"Homecoming is a good culture
to develop while you are here, be-
cause it is something that will al-
ways bring you back here to
Wilkes," said Carroll.

Women:

Megan Mance, Stephanie
Victor, Ashley McBrearty,
Janelle Chwalck, Sarah
Herbert and Jamie Malt

UCOM from FRONT PAGE

completed this month. The second
move will be of the athletic/recre-
ation area, and according to Byers,
that should be completed by the
beginning of winter semester, Janu-
ary 15. The final phase of transi-
tion will be of the administrative
offices around May of 2006.

Aside from the many opportuni-
ties that UCOM offers Wilkes, there
are also benefits to be shared by
the City of Wilkes-Barre. Accord-
ing to President Joseph E. (Tim)
Gilmour, "We essentially took a mil-
lion dollar a year bill off of their
plate. We have essentially occu-

pied the center and will have a lot
of activity around that corner,
which will by nature improve the
safety of the area."

There is the hope that by next year
there will be some form of a draw
for students to the building other
than the administrative offices,
such as a possible coffee shop or
café to occupy the front corner of
the building. It is with an eye on
the future of Wilkes University and
the city of Wilkes-Barre that UCOM

Beacon Correction

In last week's Student Govern-
ment notes, The Beacon reported
that only ten members of SG at-
tended the retreat over the summer
due to a miscommunication. To
clarify, the company conducting
the retreat canceled, and it will be
rescheduled sometime this semes-
ter.
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NEws IN BRIEF

eacon Correspondent

is summer some high profile cases
ed lung cancer into the media spotlight,
locally, campaigns for awareness about
and other types affecting residents in
theastern Pennsylvania became sud-
nly more noticeable.
On August 10, Dana Reeve, wife of the late
hristopher Reeve, announced her degno-
th lung cancer. In addition, long-time
BC World News Tonight anchor Peter
nings died after a four-month battle with
e disease.
ccording to Kristin Hake, Community Re-
lations Coordinator, Northeast Regional Can-
cer Institute (NRCI), the top four cancers
sent in northeastern Pennsylvania are
colorectal, breast, lung, and prostate cancer.
'While lung cancer has been gaining atten-
tion due to recent events, these other can-
cers are also very much a concern to all resi-
dents.
| "Colon and rectal cancers are the most fre-
quently diagnosed cancers in Northeastern
Pennsylvania. These rates are about 20%
higher than the U.S. average,” she said.
The overall goal of the Northeast Regional
(Cancer Institute is to "ease the burden of
cancer in Northeastern Pennsylvania.” This
mission statement relates to all types of can-
cer. However, Hake noted, lung cancer is
"the leading cause of cancer death in NEPA."
 In Luzerne County, incidence of lung can-
cer is significantly higher for men. The per-
centage of men afflicted in Luzerne County
is also higher than the national average for

men, according to the NRCI. Also, in
Luzerne County, incidence of lung cancer
is lower for women than in the US statis-
tics.

Although smoking significantly in-
creases the risk of developing lung cancer,
many non-smokers, including Dana Reeve,
also suffer from this disease. According to
the NRCI, 48% of younger adults (18-25)
smoke, and less than 10% of older adults
(65+) smoke.

Both smokers and non-smokers on cam-
pus have varying opinions on the issue.
"Honestly I've heard about it, but not in
great detail. I think I was well educated in
grade school about the effects of smoking
and also neither of my parents smoked,”
said junior pharmacy major, Christine
Durdach, about her decision to remain
smoke-free.

Junior Joe Walton, a pre-pharmacy ma-
jor, believes that although this is an impor-
tant choice to deal with, the increased me-
dia attention will not impact his day-to-day
decisions. "I hear about people getting
cancer every day, so one person that I'm
not close to doesn't affect my addiction to
nicotine,” Walton said.

_Some students, at the very least, remain
unaffected by the information covered in
the media when it comes to smoking and
lung cancer.

Hake said, "While it is unfortunate that
lung cancer has taken a spotlight in the
media, it is increasing the awareness of this
cancer.”

September 14 meeting

-Shuja Shafqat made a motion to pay
$10 per student, up to $2,000, to allow stu-
dents free admission to Dave Russo Fri-
day, September 23 in the Ballroom. Mo-
tion passed 14-0-2.

-President Joseph E. (Tim) Gilmour ad-
dressed SG about physical changes tak-
ing place around campus.

- Stephanie Victor made a motion to ac-
cept the Free Spirited Gay and Straight
Alliance as a club. Motion passed 16-0-1.

-Dave Scordino made a motion to ac-
cept the Pre-law Club as a club. Motion
passed 17-0-0.

- Shuja Shafqat made a motion to grant
the Lacrosse Club the full amount of their
fund request, $4,000. Motion passed 15-
I-1.

SG Notes

-Rodano's will donate free pizza for the
pep rally on the Greenway, Friday Sep-
tember 23, 6 p.m.

-IRHC announced that every residence
hall must have a representative at the meet-
ing in order for a residence hall to be eli-
gible for winning the banner or dorm deco-
rating contest.

New campus club gives

voice to sexuality issues
Gay and Straight Alliance established

BY VICTORIA WHITE
Beacon News Editor

Student Government
(SG) passed a motion by
Stephanie Victor, senior
representative and Pro-
gramming Board Presi-
dent, to allow the Free
Spirited Gay and Straight
Alliance to be awarded
club status on Wednes-
day, September 14.

Three years ago the
last Wilkes group asso-
ciated with gay and les-
bian interests disbanded;
thus, organizers argued
it was again time for an
organization of this type
to form at the University.
With Wilkes remaining
one of the few local
schools without a club of
this nature, students took

it upon themselves to
find an advisor and to
fight for their cause.

At the forefront of the
fight were sophomore
communications studies
and political science ma-
jor, Mark Congdon and sophomore occupa-
tional therapy major Raquel Wheby. Using
their ties to the Multicultural Student Coali-
tion (MSC) for support, the two began the
journey to earn club status, and picked up an
advisor along the way.

Wheby explained, "We didn't want to pick
someone who would be overwhelmed, some-
one new who wasn't really bombarded yet.
We picked her [Dr. Evene Estwick, assistant
professor of communications studies] be-
cause she is also an immigrant and we real-
ized that if we picked someone who has been
through some type of discrimination or some
bias it would benefit us."

With high hopes, the club embarks on what
they know will be a fierce struggle for social
recognition and acceptance. Andita Parker-
Lloyd, coordinator of multicultural affairs
said, "Homophobia is still by far the one thing
that many of our students, even some faculty
and staff, still have a hard time dealing with.
Homophobia is the one [bias] that takes the
longest [to overcome]. There are still people
out there saying inappropriate things."

The club has already helped one student,

The Beacon/Nick Zmijewski

Mark Congdon and Raquel Wheby express their delight
when the Free Spirited Gay and Straight Alliance was
awarded club status at the SG meeting.

Congdon explains, "I was nervous to go in
front of SG because it was the first time that
I had come out in front of a lot of people. I
was basically throwing my sexuality out there
and I was kind of nervous about that."

The club helped Congdon realize that there
are many people at Wilkes who are in sup-
port of gay rights, and knowing that helped
to give him the courage to face SG and oth-
ers.

The Free Spirited Gay and Straight Alliance
sponsored a table at club day and according
to organizers, 105 people signed in support
of gay rights, and those names were in addi-
tion to the 30 students who had already
shown support for the club and its cause.

Wheby said, "Diversity includes sexual-
ity, and I want to support that."

Wilkes campus has a new club with a new
goal. The club welcomes people of all sexual
orientations to join them to discuss sexual-
ity issues.

Parker-Lloyd said, "For this club to have
been established here, we're on the right
track, to getting rid of that last [area of] dis-
crimination that I think is acceptable here on




4

SepTEMBER 19, 2005

Former Blasi property becomes part of campus
Wilkes will use space for parking, storage and greenway

BYDANA ZIL.OTUCHA
Beacon Correspondent

Wilkes became the new owner of the former
Blasi Print Center property on August 31.

The parcel borders the rear of the Henry
Student Center parking lot and includes two
buildings. According to Wilkes officials, this
addition to the school had been sought for
some time, but only recently became avail-
able.

The acquisition is a part of the University's
master plan that utilizes existing and congru-
ent space to both enlarge the central campus
area and keep the property out of the hands
of those with adverse interests to the univer-
sity.

The recently acquired parcel will serve a
new function, initially with the older one of
the buildings scheduled to be transformed
into additional parking spaces, and the other
temporarily used for storage this year. Con-
struction for the new parking area is expected
to begin in approximately 60 days. John
Pesta, Director of Capital Planning and
Projects, commented that once work begins
"it should take less than a week to have [the
demolition] done."

Concerning the parking lot that will replace
the building, Pesta said, "Within a week or
two weeks once the project starts most of it
should be completed."

The additional parking spots will immedi-
ately add options for students and faculty

The Beacon/Nick Zmijewski

Acquisition of the Blasi Print Center property will help to ease the pain of parking within a short time. In the future the parking will
be eliminated and the space will be used to provide recreational green space on campus as part of the University’s Master Plan.

on campus, although the construction may
slow traffic going in and out of the existing
lot. "For that period of time, we may have to
close [the lot] down, especially when they're
demolishing the building...and make arrange-
ments for those individuals to park some-
where else...only so there isn't damage to
someone's vehicle accidentally," Pesta re-

marked.

The other building will eventually be trans-
formed into additional dormitory space. Chris
Bailey, Director of Campus Support Services,
said he expects the parking lot to be used for
about three years and then turned into addi-
tional green space. By that time, Wilkes ex-
pects parking challenges to mostly be re-

solved as full use of the parking garage on
Main Street will be implemented.

"A residential backyard to the campus,
long term, and short term to provide addi-
tional parking for the campus community,'
Bailey said of the plans for the newly ac-
quired space.
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Local band, Maybe Someday, kicked off the Party on the Square with an acoustic set on
Thursday evening. The party was widely considered a success with hundres of college
students in attendance

SG REPS
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hear the entire roll call," she said.

Because of the open positions, Juice, as
the sophomore class president, will be able
to recommend temporary replacements, but
said that he had not decided who or how he
would decide to replace current members.

Jenna Strzelecki, vice president of the ex-
ecutive board, said the decision will come
soon. "James (Juice) will bring nominees to
the executive board for decision right after
the replacement and freshman elections."

However, Juice noted that the current num-
bers were a little too low to represent the
student body. "There are not enough people
representing Wilkes as a whole. We need
people to be there to vote. There isn't enough
balance, and there needs to be greater diver-
sity in the way people vote," he said.

This week's meeting brought out 16 voting
members of SG. According to Juice, this is a
low number. "There are about 17 out of 46

available positions, but that is without fresh-
man, who get ten positions, so there will be
about 27 positions filled out of the 46 maxi-
mum positions," he said.

Andy Eckert, vice president of the junior
class and an accounting major, said that the
low numbers haven't had an effect on the
votes. "I believe we still have a majority for
all of our votes, and the attendance hasn't
changed the way we vote," he said.

However, empty chairs at the meetings il-
lustrate that the numbers in attendance are
low and may not be representative of the
student body at Wilkes. The vote this week
on donating money to the comedy act com-
ing to campus had a final vote of 14-0-2.

The members of SG seem optimistic that
the positions will be filled and things will
continue as normal. As for the members
granted sabbaticals, they will return next se-
mester, barring any more class conflicts. But
for right now, Krajewski will miss the group.

"Student Government is a great club to be
involved in, and I like it a lot. I miss it al-
ready," she said.
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SciENCE & TECHNOLOGY |

Wind turbines cause a stir among local residents

BY JOSEPHDEANGELIS
Beacon Asst. News Editor

As gas prices rise and fossil fuels are de-
pleted, the search for alternative sources of
energy is becoming more serious.

Recently, the Bear Creek Township super-
visors and residents explored alternative
ways of producing energy by discussing the
feasibility of a wind farm in Bear Creek Town-
ship. However, over the summer, plans for
the installation of the wind farm created
some controversy.

"[ think [the people who are objecting to
it] are sincere, but they don't really under-
stand what the project is about," said Dr.
Kenneth Klemow, Wilkes University Profes-
sor of Biology who worked on the project.
"They are objecting to things without even
looking at the documentation and studies
we have done."

The main concern is about sedimentation
in nearby Crystal Lake caused by the con-
struction of the turbines. The sedimenta-
tion could ruin the quality of the water along
with aquatic life in it. The objections also
deal with the condition of a rare type of plant

in the area called scrub oak scrubland. Some
birdwatchers have also objected because the
turbines could kill off the birds of the region.

However, Klemow conducted surveys so
that the turbines could be constructed while
minimizing the effects on the surrounding
environment.

"We have done a lot of work to reroute the
roads and to reposition the turbines to avoid
conflicts with those communities," said

Klemow.

Courtesy www.communityenergy.biz
Wind turbines like these can soon be found in Bear Creek Township.

Area scientists have also conducted avian
studies and concluded that local bird spe-
cies will not be endangered by the construc-
tion of the turbines. Another study on bats
will be conducted after the turbines are built.

Earlier this month, construction began on
the wind farm by Community Energy Inc.,
and its partner Global Winds Harvest. Com-
munity Energy was founded in 1999 as a way
to bring wind energy to the market.

The farm will be located off of Bald Moun-

tain Road in Bear Creek, and is designed to
have 34 turbines. These turbines will gener-
ate 1.5 megawatts of energy from the wind--a
renewable resource. Each turbine will be able
to supply energy to 500 homes.

When the entire wind farm is complete,
17,000 homes will be able to receive energy.
Community Energy estimates the project to
produce up to 70 million kilowatt-hours of
wind energy by December 2005.

Wind farms of this type have been suc-
cessfully implented in a variety of geographi-
cal locations throughout the country over
the past two decades. According to its
website, Community Energy is also develop-
ing two other wind farms in Atlantic City, New
Jersey and Cresent Ridge, Illinois.

"It should be providing enough [energy]
to power a relatively large town," such as
Nanticoke, Kingston or Forty Fort, Klemow
said.

Bear Creek Township Chairman of the
Board, Edward Benkoski, said that the con-
struction is moving right along.

"They already have 12 bases in," said
Benkoski, who expects the project to be done
by Thanksgiving.
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Katrina illustrates gaps in U.S. readiness for crisis
Catastrophe should wa

>

BY THE BEACON
EDITORIAL BOARD

Has the War on Terror cost us the city of
New Orleans?

The American government has been so
busy rebuilding the lives of the Iraqis over-
seas, that it failed to pay enough attention
to the blip on the radar screen that was
Hurricane Katrina.

While many National Guard troops were
stationed overseas, millions of dollars were
spent helping Iraq get to the point where it
could write a Constitution, and Congress
funneled domestic funds slated to
strengthen infrastructure in the Gulf else-
where, we have lost a major city, untold mil-
lions in Mississippi and Louisiana property,
and hundreds of lives.

Amercians have been displaced, have
died, and have suffered through a crisis that
should never have occurred because our
government's head was turned. Once the
hurricane finally did hit, FEMA's response
was slow and awkward.

o

Curtesy of UWisc/CIMSS

The stark photos in the New York Times,
Time, and Newsweek magazines, and cer-
tainly the 24-hour coverage on CNN and other
networks illustrate that the federal govern-
ment is out of touch with average people.
The poor and the elderly were literally
trapped in the drowning city of New Orleans.

Perhaps more disturbing than the stories
of elderly residents of a nursing home drown-
ing together is the thought that the entire
country has been told for the past four years

Nickle for Your Thoughts

The First Sign of thé Apocalypse

By Jason Nickle
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ke nation up to misplaced priorities

that we need to stand at the ready for a terror-
ist attack here on our soil at any given mo-
ment anywhere throughout the country. How
do Americans have faith we can survive such
an attack when relief efforts for those huddled
in fear in makeshift shelters took nearly a week
to emerge?

In this country, we have the ability to pre-
dict with a decent amount of certainty the
scope and timeline of weather-related disas-
ters. As Americans, we have all been under
the impression that we also have the ability to
predict attacks on our soil from terrorists.
However, when relief efforts for Hurricane
Katrina took days to get underway, our re-
spect and faith in our government seemed to
dwindle. Americans were faced with some
tough questions and doubts concerning our
readiness for a disaster of any kind, including
a full scale terrorist attack.

Truly, how can we be said to be ready?
Sure, we have the color-coded chart that alerts
us to an increased level of terrorist activity.
But what exactly does that mean for American
citizens?

Presumably it means that the government
has beefed up its espionage and its security.
Presumably, it means we realize the potential
threat leveled at us and therefore will take the
necessary precautions. Presumably, the chart
functions to let American citizens know that
the government is doing its job.

However, the government needs to do its
job across the board. Assessing the poten-
tial threat that looms from al-Qaeda is neces-
sary. At the same time, so is assessing the
threat to the nation from other sources--ex-
treme weather, poverty, lack of education, and
a wholly insufficient health care system.

Hurricane Katrina has done more damage
to the nation in the past two weeks than ter-
rorists have done in the past two years. With
the technology available to our nation, no one
should ever have to suffer through a cata-
strophic event the scope of which Americans
have never seen before. Instead, the same
level of detail that the government says it is
putting into rebuilding the country of Iraq
should have been put into practice to save
the people along the Gulf Coast.

But families went days without food, water,
medicine, or shelter. Rape and murder, loot-
ing and chaos reigned in what was hours be-
fore a civilized, law-abiding city. How can we
not question the readiness of a government
that allows these fatal delays to occur?
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Beacon Poll

The following are results of a poll that
The Beacon conducted online this past
week. The poll was unscientific, and does
not claim to reflect the overall attitudes of
students on campus. Results are based on
112 responses.

The Beacon asked:
What will be the biggest challenge in
the Hurricane Katrina recovery?

Next Week’s Poll Question:
What is the biggest threat to stability
in the U.S. right now?

Visit www.wilkesbeacon.com to cast your
vote. Results will be published in next
week’s issue of The Beacon.

- Paying for the damage - 18 %

Results

Locating and identifying
victims - 15%

Relocating survivors to new
communities - 25 %

Assessing environmental
damage - 9%

Repairing emotional damage
among victims and workers -
13%

Prosecuting those who
perpetrated crime - 4%
Repairing social schism
between the “have’s” and
“have-not’s” - 10%
Answering questions about
repsonse time - 5%

Terrorism

Anti-American sentiment
abroad

A weakening dollar worldwide
Energy crisis

Climate change/natural
disasters

Poverty

Healthcare crisis
Education system lagging
behind other nations
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Your Voices |
Sheehan has put war back on front page

Dear Editor:

You are incorrect in [claiming] when Bush met with Cindy Sheehan it was two months after Casey's death in June of 2004. They met near Seattle on
amilitary base surrounded by other military personnel. I think most rational people would agree that Ms. Sheehan and her immediate family were still
in shock or traumatized during that time period by her son's recent death.

What she has done is to put the war back on the front page. It is truly amazing. We need to humanize this war. America needs to understand that
collateral damage means dead Iraqis and many of them are innocent civilians. They are non-combatants and like our troops, they deserve a better life.
The cost of war is very real and must be in our daily consciousness.

Only the natural/man-made disaster called hurricane Katrina took the war off the front page. That is another neo-con shrink and privatized FEMA
operation that greatly exacerbated the effects of Katrina. The Bush administartion didn't even read the disaster plans for a category 4 or 5. The lack of
preparedness funding was another of their tax cuts gifted to the wealthy few. So this was at least a partially man-made disaster.
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Sincerely,

George McAnanama

US Army 1966-1968

Veterans For Peace NYC Chapter 034.

mericans confronted by many dangerous Sheehan confronted Bush
distractions on the road earlier

Dear Editor:

S

Matt Zebrowki's September 12, 2005 article, "Cell phones in cars: what's the big deal?” addressed the hazards Déas Biditoirs
of driving distractions on the road. As the sponsor of the Response Insurance National Driving Habits Survey,

the survey that launched the current debate on distracted drivers, we would like to weigh in on this issue. Curran Dobson's piece on Cindy Sheehan ["Cindy Sheehan's Pro-
f}ltho'ugh cell phone use seems to receive much of the attention, our surveys revealed American drivers are | .. 700 Littl e, Too Late" 9.12.05] states that Cindy Shechan mél with
being distracted by many activities. President Bush only two months ago. I have followed the press on

\Yhen asked what c}rivers fear the most about other dri\:'ers, .agg.ressive drivin.g and dru.nk driving are BOW | hic srory closely and as far as I know Ms. Sheehan claims that her
taking second and thl.rd plac.e to the.fez}r that the f)ther driver is sxmp!y r}ot paying sufﬁcnent atl‘enllon‘ to Fhe only meeting with the President occurred fifteen months ago and barely
road. People are Puttmg a higher priority on mfakmg better use of t.hen” time, than ggttmg 'to theuj Qe.stlnatxgn two months after receiving the shocking news of her son's death only
sa.fqy. Seventy-six pgcent of'those p(?lled indicated they engage in one or more dlstractxqg activities Wf.lllC a few days following his arrival in Iraq. In numerous conversations
1 dnvxqg, They are eating, r@dmg, talking on the phong, and' combing their hair --- eve{ylhmg. except paying | .1 interviews with the press Ms. Sheehan has repeatedly addressed
attention to the road. Amazingly, 20% are so busy multi-tasking they acknowledge steering their car with their the issue of why she did not confront the President at the time of her

goMEEt Eli M

thighs ua Olcjcailon‘d A e . o U il meeting. Ms. Dobson does not seem aware of this. Meanwhile, it
There is a battle underway on America's<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>