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SG vans undergo $840 update after a year of Use

By Abbey Haldeman
Assistant News Editor

Last fall after flood relief efforts, the Stu-
dent Government vans underwent full de-
tailing to return them to their original form.
However, over the past year the vans have not
had the proper upkeep and SG says they are in
need of a full detailing once again.

“They are used on a close to daily basis, it
is hundreds of different students using them
across the area they just naturally get dirty,”
John Sweeney, vans committee president and
senior class vice president, said.

During the SG meeting held on Sept. 26,
the executive board voted to grant the vans
committee $840 to ensure the $210 fee per
van is covered for the full detailing they will
undergo starting next week.

“Although it does sound expensive, it is an
extremely thorough cleaning,” Sweeney said.
“It is really a complete 180 from when we
drop them off to when we pick them up.”

While there has always been a policy in
place to help ensure the safety and cleanliness
of the university vehicles, they are hoping to
make some changes in order to fix some of
the re-occurring issues.

Executive Director of Capital Projects John
Pesta said the changes would include items
such as drivers must be at least 19 years of
age, they must submit a Motor Vehicle Re-
cord check, drivers being responsible for
evaluating the condition of the university ve-
hicle and drivers being subject to applicable
university disciplinary procedures for failure
to comply.

Sweeney said the vans committee now in-
cludes a checklist for those making use of the
SG #ans. In-town trips will have a form that
will reflect the name of the driver, the starting
mileage, where they are going and any prob-
lems there may be with the vans.

For out-of-town trips, there is a full check-
out form, including, name, WIN number,
names of passengers, where the trip is going,
if the van has a full tank of gas, if it is clean,
if the taillights and headlights work and other
details.

“We decided that it would be a good time
to really update the way that we track the use
of the vans to make sure that they are stay-
ing clean, that they aren’t being left on empty,
that we find out when a taillight or a head-

The vans rented out by student government were given new regulations dealing
with factors as age, record check and evaluating their condition.

light is out or the wipers need to be replaced,”
Sweeney said. “Because I don’t drive them all
the time, we need the feedback from students
so we can properly maintain them and ensure
their safety.”

For those using the vans that do not properly
follow the new system or are still returning the
vans with messes or problems, there will now
be a suspension system put in place. For first-
time offenders there will be a warning, and
after the second and third time there will be
a possible a two-week suspension from using
the vans.

Sweeney said policies to keep the vans clean
are good for the entire student population.

“The vans are there ... so, by keeping them
clean, you are not just helping yourselves,
you are helping the student body as a whole,”
Sweeney said.

@wilkesbeacon
abbey.haldeman@wilkes.edu
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Autism group given
formal SG club status

By Shawn Carey
Staff Writer

The Student Government meeting was
called to order at 6:03 p.m.

All College: $9,550

Conferences: $700

General Funds: $18,213

Leadership: $600

Spirit: $872.34

Student Government Total: $29,935.34
Paintball Club g

A representative from the Paintball Club
discussed the club and successes over the past
year. They are hoping to keep new member-
ship up for the year and want to be sanctioned
by the NCPA. The club is on week 1 of 2 for
requesting funds for an upcoming trip. The
club is requesting $673.92. They said that
they do not have any plans for a large fund-
raiser because of the transition of leadership.
Autism Speaks

The Autism Speaks club met for the sec-
ond week. The club is seeking club status
by the student government. Club representa-
tives said they met with the community ser-
vice department who said it would not make
sense for them to be considered a community
service club, but instead should be a student
government recognized club. They said they
have 78 students interested in the club, ma-
jority of that comes from sophomores and
seniors.

A motion was made to recognize the Au-
tism Speaks club as a Student Government
recognized club. The motion passed 33-0-7.
Van committee update

The van committee presented for the sec-
ond week. The committee is seeking funds
from Student Government to clean and get
new decals for the vans. Chair of the vans
committee, John Sweeney, said that the cost
for cleaning the vans would be $840. He was
also asking $70 for new magnetic decals.

A motion was made by treasurer Sam
Bickert to allocate $840 to clean the vans, no
magnets. The motion passed 38-2-2
The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m.

@shawncarey8
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Wilkes named military-friendly school for the third year in a row

By Devoni Novak
Staff Writer

For the third consecutive year, Wilkes Uni-
versity ranked among the top 15 percent of
Military-Friendly Schools in the nation for its
dedication to aiding the success of veteran stu-
dents.

With 55 veterans enrolled, Veterans' Coun-
selor Lt. Col. Mark Kaster explained the signif-
icance of Wilkes’ making the Military Friendly
Schools List in G.I. Jobs Magazine.

“It’s a great honor,” Kaster said. “It shows
that Wilkes has met many high standards to
support veterans at many different levels.”

When considering which school to attend,
“military-friendly” stands out to veterans and
encourages them to pursue higher education.
Marine Corps veteran Cassandra Mignot, a
pre-physical therapy major, is one of those who
has benefited from the veterans' counseling
program on campus. She said she was looking
at four other schools when she decided Wilkes
was the one.

Mignot chose Wilkes because of the services
the institution offers to vets. Before coming
to Wilkes, Mignot attended Penn College, a
school that was not as accommodating to the
knee injury she acquired while on active duty.
As a school that values students that are mili-
tary veteran, Wilkes has provided Mignot with
convenient parking and her professors allow

her to sit during three hour lab courses.

“Wilkes was a lot more military friendly.
Mignot said. “They have the yellow ribbon
program which allowed me to go to a private
school, not a lot of private schools offer that.”

As a yellow ribbon school, Wilkes makes
an extra effort to aid veteran students. When
tuition costs aren’t completely covered by the
post 9/11 G.I. Bill, Wilkes picks up the remain-
ing costs by splitting the remainder 50/50 with
the Department of Veterans Affairs. These ben-
efits can also be passed to a vets spouse and
children.

Although all schools accept the G.I. Bill, the
yellow ribbon benefits are not always adopted.
According to Alex Magee, Marine and presi-
dent of Veteran Counsel, the added support is
a big relief.

“For a lot of veterans, the yellow ribbon
benefits are a huge reason for coming to such
an expensive private institution,” he said.
“That’s one of the big factors as to why I chose
Wilkes.”

Magee is taking advantage of her GI bill and
the yellow ribbon benefits and hopes to eventu-
ally get into the pharmacy program. She said
joining the Marine Corps gave her the focus he
needed to go back to school and get her degree.

“It’s one of those holes in my life that hasn’t
been filled yet,” Magee said. “The Marine
Corps definitely helped me focus; now I know
which direction I want to go with my life.”

Magee feels that being able to use his mili-

”»

tary benefits to further her educa-
tion at Wilkes is a great honor.

“Every day I wake up it’s almost
a privilege because of everything
I’ve been through and everything
that I did in the military,” Magee
said. “It is really nice to be able to
come back and have the community
give back to me.”

Wilkes is a guiding institution for
veterans as they make the transition
from military career to college stu-
dent according to Kaster. He feels
that because Wilkes provides yel-
low ribbon benefits, the school is
genuinely committed to their vet
students.

“I believe that hiring me (as vet-
eran counselor) shows a very high
level of commitment,” she said.

As veteran counselor Kaster feels
his position is an opportunity to
continue to serve his country.

“I spent 32 years in the military.”
she said. “I always felt to serve our
country was a great honor for me
and in a way I am still doing that by
helping the vets at so many differ-
ent levels.”

@wilkesbeacon
_ devoni.novak@wilkes.edu
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Junior nursing major and Air Force ROTC
member Tim Jurkowski is one of those helped by
the recently hired veterans’ counselor.

Colonel logo controversy resolved
Md. high school using Wilkes logo has removed infringement

By Christine Lee
News Editor
e

A high school in Maryland using a logo
bearing an uncanny resemblance to the Wilkes
colonel logo has removed the design from ev-
erything school-related.

The Beacon first reported in 2011 that Colo-
nel Zadok A. Magruder High School in Rock-
ville, Md. was using a logo looking exactly
like the colonel logo primarily used by Wilkes
athletic teams. The case came to the attention
of administrators when wrestling coach Jon
Laudenslager visited the high school on a re-
cruiting trip in December 2010.

The discovery led administrators to question
whether it was possible they had infringed up
on Magruder's logo. However, an investigation
later revealed Wilkes had purchased the sole
rights to the logo from New York City-based
Phoenix Design Works in 2003.

According to associate vice president of
marketing communications and government
relations Jack Chielli, after the incident was
brought to Wilkes administrators' attention, a
letter and phone calls were sent to Magruder
asking them to stop using Wilkes' logo. Chielli
said because the school wasn't a direct com-
petitor and it wasn’t misusing the logo, it had
an unspecified period of time to remove and
change the logo.

Magruder Principal Leroy Evans said the
situation came as a complete surprise on his

part and everyone involved with the school, as
no one knew they were infringing on Wilkes'
logo until representative visited the school.

"It took a lot of us by complete surprise,"
Evans said.

However, Evans said the school complied
with the request from Wilkes and removed the
logo from everything school-related.

"We started the process immediately of re-
moving the mascot," Evans said.

Evans said the school understood fully that it
was infringing on Wilkes' logo and it is design-
ing several new logos.

"We are in the process of creating a new, unique
logo," Evans said. ""We hope to have two, one that
is business-academic and one for sports."

Evans said the school is still completing the
design with the help of students and faculty.
It is also making sure these new logos are au-
thentic.

Chielli said he hasn't had any communica-
tion with Magruder since the formal request
was sent to remove the logo. He explained it
was important for Wilkes and Magruder to
have separate identities to avoid confusion.

"When it comes to university identities such
as mascots, it's pretty difficult to have someone
imitate your logo so directly," Chielli said.

"While there isn't a great danger that any-
thing could happen there is some confusion or
if something should happen at the high school
and that particular icon gets splashed all over
the national media, people would confuse it
with ours, and that's the main reason for such

separate identities."

Evans said the school did the right thing
by removing the logo to avoid any legal pro-

ceedings.

"We did the right thing and moved on
from there," Evans said. "There were no le-

gal grounds to fight it."

Chielli said he is glad the issue was re-
solved so quickly and in a clear-cut manner.
"I'm just glad it was resolved as amicably
as it was," Chielli said. "I'm glad that they're
getting their own identity mark and wish

them the best with it."

Courtesy of Marketing Communications
The logo of Magruder high school
in Maryland was the same as the

one below except the ‘W’ in the
flag was replaced with an ‘M’ and
was shaded grey and purple. The

logo has been removed.
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Wilkes to unveil new mobile application this semester

By Shawn Carey
Staff Writer

Now, Wilkes can count itself among those
who can say, “there is an app for that!”

Debuting for the fall 2012 semester, Wilkes
is creating a mobile application for students
that have an iOS or Android smartphone.

“The app will allow us to bundle a lot of
services to students. So think of it as a mobile
version of the MyWilkes portal,” Chief Infor-
mation Officer Gloria Barlow, said.

The app will be linked directly to the stu-
dent’s LIVE D2L account, have access to
events on campus, sports schedules and week-
ly dining menus.

Students will be able to download the app
for free.

There will be different “phases” for the app
and more features will be added to the app in
the future.

However, the features will be dependent on
student’s reaction to the app.

The tentative release of the app is scheduled
for the middle of October. So far, students
seem to be very excited about the release of
the app as well.

“It would be really convenient to be able
to have information like the dinner menu and

The Beacon/Dan Lykens

Chief Information Technology officer Gloria Barlow presented a rough draft of the
app to faculty, staff and administrators in a meeting on Sept. 26.

sports schedule at my fingertips no matter
where I am,” sophomore pre-pharmacy Krista
Bower major, said.

The app is being made by mobile conver-
gence company Moofwd, whose primary goal
of is to design mobile applications that stu-

dents and faculty members can use for educa-
tional purposes.

Barlow has been working with Moofwd
since February to design an app that students
would want to use.

This past week, The Beacon, was able to get

an “insiders-look™ at the new proposed app
that students will use.

Students will have access to their profes-
sors, grades and course documents whenever
they want.

Professors will be able to send students no-
tifications right to their mobile device when
there is new course content. Students will also
have access to their grades and how they are
doing in each course.

Barlow said the cost the university has to
pay for the app is laid out in a “pay-per-stu-
dent” agreement.

“A wonderful thing that I am delighted with
this company is that it is taking a more pro-
gressive pricing model,” Barlow said. The
university will only pay for the number of
students that download the app and not a large
lump sum of money.

Barlow also said that she will be having
a contest for students to name the new app.
There will be more information to come.

Students with any questions about the app or
contest can contact Barlow at gloria.barlow@
wilkes.edu.

. @shawncarey8
5 shawn.carey@wilkes.edu

Ed prof gives education lecture

By Haley Adam
Correspondent

Gina Morrison, associate professor in the
School of Education will present a free pub-
lic lecture on "The Malaysia Opportunity" at
4:30 p.m. Monday, Oct. 8, in Room 214 of the
Marts building as part of the Educational Fo-

eries.

Series co-founders Robert and Judith Gard-
ner started the series as an outgrowth of their
personal classroom teaching.

It is a way that students, faculty, staff and
the public can learn about issues in education
without being cooped up in a classroom all
day.

“It’s part of our philosophy of teaching that
learning should not be confined to the class-
room," Robert Gardner explained. “We be-
lieved that these experiences offer opportuni-
ties to be other places and hear other voices.
These are powerful experiences that help peo-
ple understand what education can be.”

Other lectures in the forum are scheduled
throughout the semester. The topics are varied
so as to reach out to different people.

Lecture topics vary from “Using Library of
Congress Resources in K-12 Classrooms with
An Overview of the Junior Fellows Intern
Program,” presented Oct. 3 by retired senior
information specialist in the copyright depart-
ment of the Library of Congress.

Another is “The Independent School Ex-
perience,” presented by Wyoming Seminary
academic dean and dean of the faculty Randy
Granger on Nov. 7.

. @wilkesbeacon
_ haley.adam@wilkes.edu

Courtesy of Wilkes in Malaysia bIo
Dr. Gina Morrison will deliver a lecture
for the Educational Forum series
which will focus on multi-cultural
education, specifically her work
teaching in Malaysia.

R

Tees
Hoodies
Hats

& More

ONE STOP -

Mention this ad fora
FREE Hat with your first order!

570-822-222

What We Can Do For You
Great For:
Clubs & Activites
Sports Teams

Fraternties / Sororities
Fund Raising
Dept. Uniforms

CALL 570-822-2221
to Get Started Now!

WET PAINT T-SHIRTS

197
Q/

re, PA

www.wetpamttshlrts.com

WILKES UNIVERSITY’S

PRINT SHOP




Oct. 2, 2012

Replacement app an ‘oops’ for Apple

iOS6’s Apple Maps was a catastrophic failure for the consumer

By The Beacon Editorial Staff

Apple’s new operating system is now avail-
able for purchase and despite the many fea-
tures it offers to faithful, casual and long-term
Apple users, the smartphone contains one
huge flaw. The upgrade to iOS6 eliminated
Google’s Mapping application, the default
map app for the iPhone and iPad.

Not only did Apple attempt to cut ties with
the largest, most reliable and widely used map-
ping tool known to humankind, it also failed
miserably with its replacement application.

‘Hooray, I have the newest version of Ap-
ple’s operating system on my iPhone: i0S6,
but now I am lost. I am lost because Apple
took away my long time default ‘go to’ map-
ping application: Google Maps and they re-
placed it with their own version of maps,
which leads me literally in the wrong direc-
tion,” said this reporter along with thousands
of other consumers.

Apple’s forced alternative to Google Maps
is not even close to the quality of Google’s
Maps in many ways.

Users have experienced multiple issues
since the new Maps made its debut on i0S6.
The app has been said to miscalculate loca-
tions of entire cities, businesses, streets and
towns and display a melting wavy effect on
many of the streets in satellite view. Many
have compared Apple’s maps to Salvador Da-
li’s Persistence of Memory painting.

Blogs, news sources, forums and social net-
works have been buzzing over the past weeks
about this inferior “upgraded” mapping appli-
cation.

Christina Bonnington, a writer for Wired,
callggthis new app a “Mapocolypse.”

Huffington Post calls the new map app a
“debacle.”

And @)jsjohnst tweeted it best: “Doing LSD
was one of the most important things I’ve
done in my life.” --Steve Jobs

Before we agreed with all these people
(there were many more), The Beacon staff de-
cided to investigate how Apple’s new map app
compared to Google.

When we opened Maps for the first time,
we decided to lookup the Brooklyn Bridge in
New York City. When we found the pin we
dropped it on the Brooklyn Bridge location, I
was shocked to see the Brooklyn Bridge col-
lapsed and cars driving off the edge into a hole
in the ground.

TomTom, the leading manufacturer of auto-
motive navigation systems in Europe, is a ma-
jor contributor for all the information Apple
used to create this digitized wonky version of
navigation. However, they maintain the fact
they had no part in the actual creation of the

s OPINION

Screenshot Courtesy of Apple Maps i06 Maps

The Brooklyn Bridge is just one of the many iconic structures distorted in satel-
lite view on Apple Maps. Users are also plagued with misrepresentations of
entire cities, businesses, streets and towns.

app.

“There is a difference between a map and an
app. We don’t develop the app. We license the
map data, which is like a foundation. The cus-
tomer can build on top of that, but we license
the same mapping data to all our customers,”
said TomTom media manager Cem Cohen.

If an alien were to look at this application
before visiting our planet, they would think our
world was in chaos (without the smoke and fire
of course), I bet this was not in the data Apple
received from TomTom.

“We don’t know what is causing the issues
(on the Apple maps) but from our perspective
the quality of our data is great and we stand
behind it,” said Caroline Fisher, vice-president
of TomTom’s consumer business unit.

TomTom insists they will continue to work
with Apple and give them support to work out
there mapping issues.

“We are more than willing to work with Ap-
ple to help fix any problems, as we would with
any of our customers,” said Fisher.

TomTom is known mainly in the US for its
line of small navigation systems that can be
placed on dashboards inside cars.

Apple stands committed to fixing the prob-
lems associated with their mapping service.

“We launched this new map service know-
ing it is a major initiative and that we are just
getting started with it,” an Apple spokeswom-
an said, according to Mashable.

Getting started with what? How can I pos-
sibly worry about “getting started with” a form
of navigation on my phone that does not work?
It seems to The Beacon that Apple was a little
unprepared.

There has also been a blog set up solely
dedicated to listing all the problems people
have with the new Apple software. The blog is
called The Amazing i0S6 Maps blog and can
be found at: theamazingiosémaps.tumblr.com/.

People can submit their own issues for re-
view, The Amazing iOS6 blog collects them
and distributes them across the Internet.

All of this negative publicity is still public-
ity for Apple. Apple will continue to still have
these faithful, casual and long term users. This
map app dud can be hopefully be remembered
as just a hiccup in Apple’s past in the future.

We are sure there are many software updates
to come to Apple’s i0S6. These updates will
no doubt build on the feedback Apple has been
getting bombarded with across the world. Al-
though, Apple still may never be on par or sur-
pass what Google has been building with its
mapping app since 2005. Google Maps is here
to stay. Apple Maps still needs to prove itself.

Contact editor: carly.yamrus@wilkes.edu

BEACON POLL

The Beacon poll is unscientific and
does not claim to reflect the over-
all attitudes of students on the
Wilkes campus. These poll results
are based on seven responses.

Last week’s question:

Do you think employers have the
right to view online profiles to
make employment decisions?

This week The Beacon asks:
About how many apps do you have
on your smartphone?

e Oapps

e 1-5apps

e 6-10 apps
e 11-20 apps

* More than 20 apps
¢ | do not have a smartphone

Cast your vote online at:
www.thewilkesbeacon.com

HE RS aay
The Beacon wants
to hear your voice.

Send your name, major, year and opinion to:

carly.yamrus@wilkes.edu

The Beacon reserves the right to edit
submitted pieces for length and content.
Anonymous letters will not be published.
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Rifkin cafe should accommodate student requests

By Nicholas Wesley
Correspondent

Progress is an illusive dream, or so it seems.
With change comes growing pains, but with
time come amendments, and so we progress.
At Wilkes University we have seen many
changes come about with our food supplier,
Sodexo. Within the past few months we have
seen changes such as late night in Rifkin, the
dropping of Einstein Bagels, and the introduc-
tion of Starbuck’s coffee. Despite all the bells
and whistles, there are still some major under-
lying problems with campus dining options.

Late night at Rifkin is one example as I ex-
perienced firsthand. When a person goes to
eat one last time before they go to bed, they
normally opt for something light and healthy
to allow that person to fall asleep faster and
wake up earlier. In my isolated incident I
wanted a buffalo chicken wrap, nothing more,
nothing less.

Upon picking this one wrap I was told that
it comes with chips, a fountain drink and a
brownie. My reaction was simple. I said that
I did not want the brownie, chips or fountain
drink, all I require is a wrap. When I asked
how much the wrap would be I was told I
could not pay for the sandwich alone.

“We have to charge you for the whole pack-
age, you cannot just get the one item,” Sodexo
said.

A student’s health is directly related to his
or her performance. A healthy individual will
have more energy and focus. More energy and

focus translates to an increase in knowledge
retention and problem solving. This is what a
student needs to succeed at Wilkes University.
Our food provider has not been providing us
with the best options possible.

So I kindly went to the manager. I am plan-
ning on sleeping, the last thing I need before
bed is a sugary drink, a high-calorie, low-taste
brownie or a bag of Lays potato chips. But as I
was instructed, it would be impossible to serve
me just the wrap, I am required to have these
other food items. I am required to pay $7 to
Sodexo because it is after 8 p.m. and there is
nothing they can do about it.

So there you have it folks, we built the Pan-
ama Canal, we figured out how to put a man
on the moon in less than 10 years, but it is im-

possible to separate a meal from a sandwich
after 8 p.m. Somehow I’m not convinced. It’s
a pricing strategy; Sodexo could care less what
you eat as long as it gets the most bang for its
sub-par buck.

The second problem is there are no organic
options. Besides coffee there is no chance of
finding an organic tomato or chicken or juice.
That’s a major problem. If I am expected to
buy from this company, at least give me the
choice to eat what I want, something healthy,
wholesome, and something that is not killing
the earth, acre by chemical ridden acre.

From this point on I am opting to vote with
my dollar. I will not buy from a company that
will sacrifice health for money. Instead I am
going to shop local and do what this university

The Beacon archives

Rifkin Cafe should offer more choices for students, including organic options
and late-night meals with less sugar and calories.

is so keen on claiming they’re doing and that
is enhance the Wilkes-Barre community. Bring
outside funds into local restaurants, shop at the
farmers market which is every Thursday on the
square.

There are plenty of places that will give
you much more bang for your buck. For ex-
ample, Maer’s BBQ, right on Main Street will
give you a fantastic BLT with pulled pork for
around $7, and it is open late!

Circles, on the square, has delicious sand-
wiches and artisan food products, along with a
deli to make your own cold cuts at home. Euro
bistro has slow-cooked, fresh gyro’s and salad
bowls for around $5.

There are numerous other examples, Frank’s
Pizza, Pete’s Place, Akeno Sushi, Abe’s hot
dogs all which serve better food for much less
than Rifkin. Most people get the block meals
and dining dollars for convenience, but it’s a
rip off.

What can Sodexo do? Give a S***! My goal
is to show what’s available and how we can
save money, contribute to the community, and
best of all eat better. You only live once, why
eat microwaved chicken when there is a cook
slaving over a slow-cooked BBQ chicken not
200 yards from you right now?

. @wilkesbeacon
: §;§ nicholas.wesley@wilkes.edu

America’s obsession with celebrities brin

L
By Lyndsie Yamrus

Assistant Opinion Editor

In the news today, among political remarks,
NHL and NFL lockout rants and whatever
Apple has to say: “Kristen Stewart in Short
Shorts.” And guess what, guys. She paired the
shorts with a nude and black-colored top and
black patent leather shoes. Additionally, her
relationship with Twilight co-star Robert Pat-
tinson has been rekindled, if anyone cares.

I just want to thank ABCNews.com for
sharing this fascinating information with all
of us. News like that is definitely too big of a
deal to leave out, I know.

In all seriousness, ABC, are stories like this
necessary? I think not.

A similar news article that I had stumbled
across online a few weeks ago displayed a
bold headline that mentioned both “9/11” and
“Kardashian.”

Turns out, while every other major news
network paused their scheduled programs to
air the moment of silence at 8:46 a.m. in re-
membrance of the 2001 attacks, NBC decided
that it was OK to just go ahead and completely
skip over the tribute and continue the “Today
Show” airing of a story on Kardashian mom
Kris Jenner’s breast augmentation.

More than one person at NBC must have
thought this was fine because the network ac-
tually went through with it. After intense criti-
cism, the network hardly apologized, stating

Rather than focus-
ing on important
news topics, the

media often covers
the lives of celebri-
ties. Focusing on
celebrity gossip

is a waste of time
and shows us how
skewed our priori-
ties are.
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that NBC had already devoted a significant
amount of airtime to anniversary events and
that acknowledging the national moment of
silence “wasn’t their tradition” like all of the
other major news stations, and an apology was
therefore unnecessary.

What completely blows my mind more than
NBC'’s distasteful actions is the fact that peo-
ple actually care about Kris Jenner’s personal
life choice to get implant replacements, Kris-
ten Stewart’s outfits, that Miley Cyrus cut her
hair, or that Justin Bieber is writing a book.
Hundreds and thousands of women get breast
implants every year, we all wear clothes, ev-
eryone cuts their hair, and an uncountable
number of people write books.

Looks like we have a problem: America is
altogether unhealthily obsessed with celebri-
ties. We stalk them on Twitter like we know
them and take humiliating pictures of them for
our own enjoyment. We spend our hard-earned
money on perfume, clothes, shoes and other
items solely because their names are on them.

Our priorities are all wrong.

When Neil Armstrong passed away recently,
coverage of the story and his life were rather
limited. I don’t even think I found out until a
day later. With that, NBCNews.com actually
even managed to screw up big time on one
of their article headlines. The title read, “As-
tronaut Neil Young, first man to walk on the
moon, dies at age 82.” I could be wrong, but

country down

I’m pretty positive that Neil Young is still alive
and is most certainly not an astronaut. News
networks were apparently broadcasting their
usual jail documentaries and re-run interviews
a few hours after the news broke, according to
the Huffington Post.

But when news broke of Michael Jackson’s
death back in 2009 however, the media went
nuts. The King of Pop made headlines every
week for a long while. Whitney Houston’s
death in February gained significant coverage
as well. In any case, the man who took one
“giant leap for mankind” should have been
celebrated just a little bit more.

The media clearly doesn’t have their pri-
orities straight if they think Kris Jenner’s im-
plants are more important than a remembrance
service for the victims of Sept. 11, or that Neil
Armstrong deserves less air-time than a docu-
mentary about criminals in jail and a couple of
celebrities.

Let’s talk about something that matters in-
stead of who is dating who, who wore what,
or the latest Hollywood scandal. A lot of the
gossip knowledge fed to us by the media is
useless, and we don’t need to be wasting our
time hearing the nonsense.

As they say, “Great people talk about ideas,
average people talk about things, and small
people talk about other people.”

@wilkesbeacon
lyndsie.yamrus@wilkes.edu
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Assigning a perfect score to students’ work gives them the idea that their work
is flawless and does not need improvement. Is a 4.0 really perfect?

Perfect scores hinder learning

“4.0’s will mean nothing to me when I am out of school and

need to apply the information I learned to real life scenarios.”

By Carly Yamrus
Opinion Editor

A lot of people here at Wilkes have a simi-
lar goal, and that is to obtain a certain GPA.
Preferably a high one. We spend our semesters
striving for that 4.0; a perfect score. But is a
4.0 really a perfect score?

Well it really depends on what you are mea-
suring. The knowledge in testing can be either
objective, which is unbiased, factual informa-
tion, or subjective, which can be analytical
and interpretive. A 4.0 in a calculus class is far
different from a 4.0 in a creative writing class.
In calculus, you either got the answer right or
you got it wrong. In the writing class though,
there isalways room for improvement.

In my first year English course I received
multiple 4.0’s on papers that I believed were
far from flawless. So here is where I pull out
the double-edged sword. Of course I want a
4.0. Why? Because we need a high GPA to
succeed in future endeavors. But did I deserve
a4.0? I don’t think I did. I wanted my papers
to be better. I would rather be a good writer
with a C than an average writer with an A.

We are cheating our students by telling
them that they are turning in perfect work
when they have ample amounts of room to
expand their ideas and improve their abilities.
There is simply too much emphasis placed on
getting that “perfect” score.

When we focus so hard on such an imprac-
tical grading system we lose sight of the real
goal of higher education, which is to learn and
understand new ideas and to practice until we

get it right.

I have found myself on many occasions
cramming in last-minute fragments of infor-
mation for a test, and then completely forget-
ting what I had learned after I was done. That
4.0 will mean nothing to me when I am out
of school and need to apply the information I
learned to real-life scenarios. So much infor-
mation, so little time.

We are sponges. Always absorbing informa-
tion and then getting it squeezed out of us so
we can absorb more. A vicious cycle, really.

I suppose the number grades are really only
there as an incentive to try. Not everyone is self
-motivated enough to want to learn information
for the sake of knowing.

So which is more effective: infiltrating our
brains with a vast amount of information that
we have a nominal understanding of, or focus-
ing on only a moderate amount of topics that
we have more time to become familiar with? A
4.0 to me doesn’t necessarily mean you know
the information.

I really do believe that too much empha-
sis is placed on the grade. A 4.0 seems to me
like a period at the end of a sentence. Once its
reached, we’re done. Finished. Don’t have to
learn anymore. But really there is no end to our
knowledge and understanding.

There is always room for improvement. We
should continue to further develop our skills
and go beyond our set definition of what is
Y periect

@wilkesbeacon
carly.yamrus@wilkes.edu
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Horror instructor recommends Halloween fare for thrill seekers

By Chad Stanley
Associate Professor of English

Spiders and mice. The dark. Nuclear war. Rats
and actually “any sort of critter.” Clowns, mimes
and people in “huge costumes (like) the Easter
Bunny.”

What these things have in common is that they
were all responses when I asked students in my
current ENG 397: Horror and Science-Fiction in
Modem Literature course, “What are you afraid
of?” Apparently, there are a lot of things that
scare us, even those of us who have willingly
enrolled in a course on horror fiction.

This is not surprising. During the Cold War,
fear became cultural currency. Now, more recent
events have awakened anxieties that generally
lay dormant during the 1990s. It’s no wonder
that horror has again become a growth enterprise
and that horror writing and filmmaking are un-
dergoing a new renaissance.

But while horror novels and films capitalize
on and sometimes amplify our fears, they should
also allow us to put our anxieties into perspec-
tive, reminding us that our world is actually a
much safer place than we often perceive it to
be: Werewolves and vampires don’t really exist
— and as the Centers for Disease Control glibly
reminded us this summer, neither do zombies.

As long as we keep this in mind and truly do
keep it real, there’s some great scary stuff out
there to enjoy — as always, it’s a good time to
be scared.

The following list collects a number of in-
teresting, mature and multicultural American,
British, Spanish, Norwegian and Russian horror

@ovels and films:

“The Ritual” (2011)
written by Adam Nevill

Starting with the line “And on the second day
things did not get better,” this novel focuses on
a group of former college friends hiking through
Sweden. They get lost, bicker and fight, and
things get progressively worse. Then they en-
counter something else in the woods. A supernat-
urally infused improvisation on James Dickey’s
“Deliverance,” this novel is also an interesting
take on a very real early-‘90s Norwegian cult
and its legacy. Nevill’s “Apartment 16” (2010)
is excellent as well, and his newest novel, “Last
Days” (not yet published outside of the U.K.), is
spookier than anything else he’s written.

“Dog Soldiers” (2002)
directed by Neil Marshall

The “Twilight” films tell us that where vam-
pires shop at Hot Topic, werewolves model for
Abercrombie & Fitch. But it’s a lot easier to
make an informed life-decision about selecting a
vampire or a were-boy as your significant other
when the werewolves are 8-foot tall mangy crit-
ters that look like Scottish Deerhounds on ste-
roids. This movie is fun and smart, from a time
before we completely “Fight Club”-ed the image
of the werewolf (see “Underworld”). Also, like
Marshall’s later film, “Doomsday,” this movie
pokes fun at the history of Scottish-English ten-
sions and related concepts of race and ethnicity.

“Mr. Gaunt and Other Uneasy Encounters”
(2008)
written by John Langan

This collection contains some very creative
short stories. My personal picks are: “On Skua
Island,” about the exhumation of a bog mummy,
and the over-the-top titled “Episode Seven: Last

The Beacon/Laura Prey
Chad Stanley has heard of college students acting like wild animals, but this

is ridiculous. Can’t a guy enjoy a book without lycanthropic interference?

Stand against the Pack in the Kingdom of the
Purple Flowers,” where two people are pursued
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