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Incident during sprinkler installation causes fl ood damage 

On Friday, September 19, several resi-
dents in University Towers woke to fi nd 
their apartments waterlogged and their pos-
sessions damaged by a leaking pipe on the 
eighth fl oor.

“We have workmen working from the 
people who are installing the fi re sprinkler 
system in the building as part of the fi re 
protection upgrade. They were working in 
room 870 and they were installing the part 
of the piping in the closet where the heat 
pump is,” said Paul Kaspriskie, project 
manager for Wilkes University. 

According to Kaspriski, the person work-
ing in apartment 870 dropped a pipe on a 
series of tubing that connects the water line 
to the heat pump. The water, which was 
under pressure, burst from one of the pipes 
until they were able to shut it off.

Amber Kaminski, a senior nursing stu-
dent, lives two fl oors below 870, the room 
where the incident occurred.

“I just woke up around 8:30 a.m. and it 
sounded like it was raining in our living 
room. So I got up and checked it out and 
there was... water coming from the ceiling 
- everywhere,” she said.

She added that, “It sounded like somebody 

was taking a shower, but I went and checked 
it out and it was coming from the room with 
the air conditioner and the heater.”

Lisa Bova, a sophomore psychology and 
pre-med major, and her roommate came to 
the aid of their neighbors. 

“My roommate and I actually heard the 
water coming down in their room and tried 
knocking on their door but they were at 
class. One of the RAs let us in, and we went 

See SPRINKLERS page  2

Health & Wellness Services to move to Passan Hall
BY AMY FUSCO
Beacon Asst. News Editor
& CATHRYN FREAR
Beacon Correspondent

As the weather begins to cool down, the 
number of students waylaid by colds and 
viruses will undoubtedly increase. To pre-
pare, it’s important for students to know 
where they can go for cold medications-and 
as of winter break, that place will be new.

Health & Wellness Services will move 

to in Passan Hall on Franklin Street across 
from the Martz Gym. The services, previ-
ously located in Evans Hall, operate under 
the Student Affairs umbrella. Passan Hall 
already houses Residence Life and the Stu-
dent Affairs offi ces, so adding Health & 
Wellness Services will make it a more co-
hesive area.

Residence Life will move to the third fl oor 
during fall break. After this, construction 
and upgrades for Health & Wellness Ser-

vices will be completed for the fi rst fl oor in 
time for the offi ces to move to Passan Hall 
during winter break this year.  

The main reason for Health & Wellness 
Services to move into the fi rst fl oor of Pas-
san is that the gurney will not fi t into the 
elevator. Other benefi ts of the move include 
ambulance access and having a parking lot, 

See HEALTH page  5

Bed bug outbreak 
at Wilkes dorm
BY ANDREW SEAMAN
Beacon Managing Editor

Recently some Wilkes University resi-
dents have learned to take the old cliche,
“Don’t let the bed bugs bite,” as gospel.

Brenda Stanley, director of residence life
at Wilkes University, confi rmed an outbreak
of Cimex lectularius, or bed bugs, in one of
the University’s residence halls.

“The Offi ce of Residence Life can confi rm
a report of bedbugs in one of our residence
halls,” said Stanley.

Out of respect for the residents in the hall,
Stanley did not want to name the location.

“All the students in the residence hall
were notifi ed of the situation in a timely
manner.  Students were reassigned to tem-
porary housing while pest control profes-
sionals (Terminix) treated the building,”
said Stanley.

However this is not an isolated incident.
Reports of bed bugs have been coming in
from colleges across the country.

According to BedBugCentral.com, “Bed
bugs have made a recent resurgence all
across the United States as well as world-
wide and are now being found in high-end
hotels, apartment complexes, hospitals and
even college residence halls.”

Jeff White, a research entomologist for
BedBugCentral.com, said that one of the
problems is that people believe that bed
bugs are a myth.

“When in truth and reality they are insects
that do infect structures. They usually live
in association with sleeping areas, although
that’s not defi nitive…which could be beds

See BUGS page  4
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A facilities employee cleans access water from a Towers’ apartment fl oor after a pipe 
burst and fl ooded rooms on six fl oors. 
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Breaking alcohol-related laws leads to sanctions by police, university
BY NICOLE FRAIL
Beacon News Editor

During the 2007-08 school year, 
66 Wilkes University students 
were disciplined for off campus 
behavior by Student Affairs.  Ac-
cording to Dr. Paul Adams, vice 
president of Student Affairs, ap-
proximately 90 percent of those 
cases were alcohol-related.

While on-campus students gen-
erally respond to Residence Life 
and off-campus to Student Affairs 
if they have been found to have 

participated in an illegal activity, 
all university students must fi rst 
face local law enforcement.  Once 
the police or courts are fi nished, 
if the university has learned of 
the incident or if the student has 
been identifi ed as a member of the 
Wilkes community, the student is 
then further reprimanded by the 
university.

“The university can take disci-
plinary action based on the hand-
book, which says that basically 
you can’t break the liquor laws of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylva-

nia and that you are a representa-
tive of the institution,” said Barba-
ra King, dean of Student Affairs.

“While we try and standardize 
our processes to be fair, you have 
to realize that every incident is its 
own situation and is judged on its 
own merits. While we try to re-
main consistent, we also reserve 
the right to judicate situations 
based on individual circumstances 
and recognizing that there’s a full 
range of things to go wrong, from 
somebody who may be found un-
derage drinking to someone who 

is supplying minors or someone 
who has a DUI or has caused dam-
aged or hurt someone.  There’s a 
whole spectrum of severity,” said 
Adams.

Sanctions issued by the univer-
sity may include monetary fi nes, 
probation and the requirement 
of off campus assessments of the 
student’s alcohol use.  Offenders 
are also required to participate in 
an Alcohol Education program 
and their parents may also be con-
tacted.

“The university says that it ex- See ALCOHOL page  4

pects that students will, at the
end of their education, express
actions that refl ect ethical reason-
ing and civic responsibility.  So I
think that’s why we’re concerned
when young people have violated
the laws of the Commonwealth or
have behaved publicly in a way
that doesn’t refl ect well on the uni-
versity or on them or their fellow
students,” said Adams.

The handbook states that the
sanctions given to students who

in and put trashcans and bowls 
[under the leaks] to try and catch 
the water,” she said.

Bova added, “It was literally 
raining in their room. The only 
room that did not get damaged in 
their apartment was the bedroom. 
The living room, bathroom, kitch-
en, and all the closets suffered wa-
ter damage.” 

Bova’s roommate, Casey Marks, 
had already gone to class and was 
alerted to the situation when the 
Offi ce of Residence Life called 
her.

“I panicked and then checked my 
text messages from my roommates 
saying that there was a minor leak 
in the ceiling in my bedroom and 
it wasn’t too bad but that there 
were some rooms that it literally 
had been raining in,” said Marks, 
a sophomore pharmacy major.

Marks added, “I saw the apart-
ment next to ours and part of the 
ceiling was peeling back and water 
was still coming in pretty steadily 
into their bathroom and closet. I 
didn’t see any of the other rooms 

though. The damage in my room 
was very minor with the wall and 
part of the carpet getting a little 
wet.”

Kaspriskie said that the damage 
spanned the length of six fl oors 
and caused varying degrees of 
damage.

He said the damage, “went 
down to the third fl oor...it was 
all the 70s... [Apartment] 370, I 
think, didn’t receive anything or 
minimal. Then in the 90s, which 
are adjacent to that, starting with 
[apartment] 790... and going down 
to the third fl oor. The one wall just 
got wet, a little bit.  That was actu-
ally common to the 70 wall.”

According to Kaspriskie there 
was “very, very minimal damage 
to the walls and ceilings. There 
will be some work that needs to be 
done, but not a heck of a lot.”

Kaminski said that as of 3 p.m. 
on Friday she did not hear any-
thing about leaving her apart-
ment. She did say that the Offi ce 
of Residence Life was going to be 
bringing in a cleaning crew over 
the weekend.

Kaminski added that she was 
very happy with how everything 

was handled, including the re-
placement of her possessions.

“Yeah, they are really good with 
that. They are going around to 
each room asking if anything got 
ruined,” said Kaminski.

Bova added that the only prob-
lem she had was with communica-
tion from Wilkes offi cials.

“If that was my apartment and 
water was leaking in like that, I 
would have wanted to be con-
tacted as soon as the pipe got 
struck on the 8th fl oor,” she said. 
“That’s people’s personal belong-
ings and some things can’t be re-
placed. If my roommate and I or 
the RA didn’t hear the water leak-
ing in my neighbors apartment, a 
lot more of their stuff would have 
gotten ruined.”

Kaspriskie said, “...obviously we 
compiled a list of what they have 
come up with now as far as dam-
ages go. And they [the contractor] 
will reimburse them full for any 
damages received as a result of 
the leak.”

According to Kaspriskie, this is 
not the fi rst time this same inci-
dent occurred.

“Exactly the same thing hap-

pened in the sum-
mertime.  Of course it 
wasn’t as bad because 
the place was not occu-
pied,” he said. 

“Going forward, to 
prevent this from hap-
pening again, what I’ve 
asked the contractor to 
do now is construct a 
wooden cover that they 
would place over those 
pipes that go to the heat 
pump... and they will 
just place that cover 
over those pipes before 
they work in that clos-
et,” added Kaspriskie.

The contractor in-
stalling the pipes was 
G.C. Fire Protection 
and according to Kas-
priskie, the contractor’s 
insurance will pay for 
all damages.

Brenda Stanley, di-
rector of the offi ce of residence 
life, added “We did not have to 
displace any residents.  The ex-
tent of the water leakage was 
small enough to be contained to 
a few apartments and not the en-

tire building.  Facilities was able
to respond quickly with a cleaning
service to remove the excess wa-
ter.  We will assess further damges
(if any) on Monday to allow the
cleaning service to complete their
work.”
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Buckets catch water leaking from the ceil-
ing of apartment 670.
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BY ANDREW SEAMAN
Beacon Managing Editor

Presidential candidates on the economic crisis

Political Analysis 
Troopergate, race, Iraq, and the cost of 

a gallon of gasoline all took a backseat 
among voters’ chief concerns, as Wall Street 
and the Nasdaq looked like Disney’s latest 
rollercoaster thrill-a-second attraction last 
week, and citizens became acutely aware of 
just how fragile their retirement nest eggs 
might actually be.

As of Sunday, September 21, the Bush 
administration had proposed a buy-out plan 
that would allow the federal government to 
purchase $700 billion in foreclosed hous-
ing, believed to be one of the main causes 
for Wall Street’s current troubles.

The New York Times reported that the plan 
was receiving bipartisan support from Capi-
tol Hill and the Secretary of Treasury, Henry 
Paulson said that the plan had to work. The-
Times also acknowledged that this govern-
ment bailout would bring the national debt 
to $11.3 trillion.

The current eco-
nomic crisis 
has placed 
the presi-
d e n t i a l 
candidates’ 
economic 
plans un-
der an even 
more pow-
erful spot-
light. The 
e c o n o m y 
also recalls 
a campaign 
mantra from 
B i l l 

Clinton’s fi rst election. “It’s the economy, 
stupid.” The phrase was originally penned 
by James Carville, a famed Democratic 
strategist and Clinton advisor. During the 
2008 presidential election that slogan has 
morphed into the popular “It’s still the 
economy, stupid,” meaning that the main 
issue to talk about in this election is the 
economy.

Poll after poll shows that Americans care 
about the economy more than any other 
campaign issue, and according to GAL-
LUP, Sen. Barack Obama, D-IL, is seeing a 
slight surge in numbers because of the cur-
rent economic climate. However, in another 
GALLUP poll Obama leads Sen. John Mc-
Cain, R-AZ, by only 1% when people were 
asked who could do a better job handling 
the current economic problem.

Thus, the economy is the center of all pol-
itics and life. The economy is best viewed a 
wave with highs and lows, and like every-
thing the two major political parties have 
different ways to handle it.

Republicans, most but not all, tend to 
move towards a hands-off approach 

when it comes to the economy. They 
believe that the economy should 
be allowed to go through its cycle 
with as little interference as pos-
sible. The Republican party tends 
not to like legislation that gives the 
government control over economic 
matters like a minimum wage.

Democrats, most but not all, tend 
to go in the other direction - a hands-
on policy. This approached is based 
on the belief that the market 
can be manipulated 
through legisla-
tion and dif-

ferent programs. The difference between 
the hands-on and hands-off approach is also 
one of the fundamental differences between 
the two parties.

Currently the United States economy is in 
what many would call a bear market, which 
means that things have not been going well. 
The proposed government bailout would 
bring the government further and further 
into the inner workings of Wall Street. Al-
though this may not be the approach the 
Bush administration would like, offi cials 
consider this to be their only option.

According to statements from Obama 
and his representatives he supports the pro-
posed actions of the Bush administration 
even though he has not truly come out with 
a concrete plan. However, Obama has said 
that he believes the country needs strong 
leadership and cooperation during these 
tough economic times.

During a recent speech in Wisconsin, Mc-
Cain said the government should “get back 
to its core business of responsibly manag-
ing our money supply and infl ation.”

McCain has come out against 
many parts of the Bush admin-
istration’s plans but said that he 
would listen to any suggestions 
proposed by the administration 
and members of Congress.

McCain seems to be play-
ing to his Republican base 
during this crisis. By sticking 
to the idea that the economy 
will work itself out will ring 

in the ears of many con-
servative voters. 

McCain is 
c o n s i d -

ered a 
maver-

ick by many in the Republican base, which
is why he has been taking a much more con-
servative stance than he normally would.

Obama’s cooperation with the bipartisan
movement is also helping him in the polls.
His cooperation with the Bush administra-
tion and Congress seems to be playing in
the minds of voters as a willingness to cross
party lines for the best of the country.

For now the economy seems to be help-
ing Obama, but with an economic climate
that can change from day-to-day. And with
the fi rst presidential debate less than a week
away, Obama and McCain will have an op-
portunity to debate about various issues;
however, the economy is expected to take a
back seat. This week’s debate is on foreign
affairs and national security. Originally the
debate was scheduled to be about the econ-
omy and public policy, but Obama request-
ed a change of topic.McCain will have an
opportunity to debate about various issues;

however the economy is expect-
ed to take a back seat.

The debate is on
foreign affairs
and national
s e c u r i t y .
Originally
the de-
bate was
sched-
u l e d
to be
about
t h e

econo-
my and

p u b l i c
policy, but
Obama re-
quested a
change of

topic.

Sen. John McCain, R-AZSen. John McCain, R-AZ Sen. Barack Obama, D-ILSen. Barack Obama, D-IL
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or couches, depending on where people are 
sleeping,” said White.

He added that bed bugs must be transferred 
from one carrier to another.

“Meaning, you can’t get them walking down 
the street or taking your dog for a walk or any-
thing like that,” he says. “You either have to 
go visit someone who has a bed bug infesta-
tion or somebody that had had them on them 
and they walk off while they are there.”

White describes bed bug adults as “small, 
about a quarter inch long, reddish brown in-
sects.”

“They feed on blood…and they 
come out from where they are 
hiding - they hide in cracks 
and crevices and different 
places - they come out while 
you are sleeping, at night, and feed 
on blood,” says White. 

For those who may have been bitten 
by bed bugs, White offers some words of 
comfort by explaining that there is not rela-
tion between bed bugs and disease.

White says that one of the most effective 
treatments against bed bugs is education.

Stanley says that the students and parents 
impacted by the bed bug outbreak at the resi-

dence hall was sent literature on bed bugs 
and the October edition of their parent 
newsletter will also include information on 
the subject.

How does a student know if they have 
bed bugs?

“If someone has a series of bites on their 
body, typically on the chest/torso or leg/foot 
region, they should visit our Health and 
Wellness Offi ce, located on the fi rst fl oor 
of Evans Hall.  The bites would have not 
pattern (random) and may appear to look 
like mosquito bites.  A professional can 

determine if in fact, they are bed-
bug bites,” says Stanley.

White added that these 
bites tend to appear in 

rows or clusters.
White says that “it’s 

just being aware and 
knowing what to do and 

what not to do and when you 
think you may have a problem re-

porting it to your university housing as 
fast as possible.”

Stanley says that if an infestation is con-
fi rmed or suspected, the offi ce of residence 
life has a set process to follow.

“Terminix has a standing contract with the 
University and so they are called to do an 
assessment to determine if in fact the sus-

pected report is true.  If they fi nd bedbugs, 
we immediately begin a process of treatment 
as recommended by Terminix to remedy the 
situation in a timely and effi cient manner.  
The typical response is a high intense steam 
treatment, coupled with a chemical spray and 
powder in the affected areas. Following the 
fi rst treatment, Terminix schedules fi ve addi-
tional weekly check-ups to the affected areas 

have broken the law or violated the guide-
lines for student conduct are issued in ad-
dition to law enforcement penalties “in an 
effort to protect the health, safety and well-
being of all members of the community, as 
well as the violator of the regulations,” but 
many Wilkes students don’t believe that the 
university should be able to issue further 
sanctions, especially if the alcohol violation 
has occurred off campus or in a different city 
altogether.

“I think that you should only be subjected 
to police penalties, especially if the problem 
didn’t occur on Wilkes soil. For example, if 
I was caught driving drunk across town… 
The penalties are high enough for dealing 
with that. I’d already be facing at least a year 
without my license, probably more... plus 
fi nes and jail time.  Wilkes students should 
only be subjected to Wilkes rules and regula-
tions while at Wilkes,” said sophomore Matt 
Duffy, secondary education and history ma-
jor.

“There are occasions though when people 
get identifi ed as Wilkes students and when 
that happens, it’s a negative perception on 
all of the students, so we step in in those cir-
cumstances,” said Adams.  “Most schools 
hold students responsible for their behavior 
off campus.”

“I do see where the school is coming from 
with [a student] representing Wilkes, but I 
just can’t completely agree with them. If you 

are on campus I can see how you are as a
representative of Wilkes, so if underage
drinking or an incident happens because
someone is drunk on campus then the
school should step in along with the po-
lice. If the situation occurs far from Wil-
kes campus then I think that the police
has the authority to do what they wish
and the school doesn’t need to step in,”
said  Josh Hamilton, senior psychology
major.

Robyn Snyder, senior accounting ma-
jor, disagreed.  “I think that Wilkes does
have a responsibility to punish the stu-
dents as well as the police. When stu-
dents get into trouble and the news cov-
ers the incident and says it’s a Wilkes
student then it makes the school look
bad. And the school has the responsibil-
ity to show people that they have steps
to take to punish the students and also
offer them help if they need it.”

Adams said, “There are consequenc-
es for your behavior, but those conse-
quences are designed hopefully to make
people refl ective so their future isn’t im-
pacted.”

Many colleges and universities across
the nation have begun to speak in favor
of the Amethyst Initiative, which sug-
gests that the drinking age should be
changed to 18 so binge drinking would
occur less frequently on college cam-
puses.  Wilkes’ position on this initiative
has not yet been fi nalized.

ALCOHOL
from PAGE 2

to ensure their chemical treatments were
effective,” she says.

Stanley also added that it is important
to note that, “Bed bugs should not be as-
sociated with a hygiene or cleanliness
issue.”

None of the residents who were im-
pacted by the bed bug outbreak were
available for comment.

Images Courtesy of Cornell University
Cimex lectularius, or bed bugs, burrow in mattresses and come out at night to 
feed on human blood. 
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SG Notes September 17, 2008
Treasurer’s Report
All College: $22,240.00
General: $9,333.85
Special Projects: $3,500.00
Spirit: $2,000.00
Leadership: $3,744.59
Conferences: $12,500.00 
Start-Up: $1,200.00

Club Reports 
The following clubs presented 
updates on their events. 
Programming Board

New Business
-Acceptance of position- sopho-
more student accepted position on SG. 
-Undergraduate Leadership Conference-
motion passed to send one student gov-
ernment representative to the conference, 
costing $75.00.
-Multicultural Student Coalition- Liaison, 
an elected executive member, will repre-
sent the coalition at SG meetings. 
-Miniature War Gaming Club- requested to 
become a recognized club on campus. Dis-
cussion and name recommended to change 
it to Strategic Gaming Club. 

-Homecoming- rough budget was shown 
for activities and such. Planning is still 
underway and a fi nalized budget will be 
shown this week. 
-Rock wall training October 9

Old Business
Students for Environmental Sustainability 

(SES) Club
Step Club now WUSA 
Club Day allocation $2,760

Events 
Party on the Square

Council of Clubs September 23 
11-1pm

Fall Elections September 22-24 
Council of Clubs September 23 11:30am
Homecoming September 29-October 4

* At 7:30 p.m., a motion was made to 
adjourn the SG meeting. The motion was 
approved.

SG meetings are open to all students. 
They are held every Wednesday in the 
Miller Conference room on the second 
fl oor of the HSC.

since the expansion of the greenway took 
away the original parking lot next to Evans. 
“[Passan Hall is] closer to the [Henry Stu-
dent Center], the hub of student activities, 
so it is also more convenient,” explained 
Diane O’Brien, director of Health & Well-
ness Services. 

Mark Allen, dean of Student Affairs, 
agreed that the move will be more conve-
nient for everyone. It will be signifi cantly 
more accessible for the Martz Gym and any 
athletes who may become injured. Brenda 
Stanley, director of Residence Life, stated, 
“We are in direct respect to the Athletic De-
partment.” 

“The design of the offi ces [on the third 
fl oor] will allow for better communication 
in general.  There is a commons area; it’s 
easier to tell where you need to be going 
when you walk in, and it’s easier for us to 
see who is coming in and direct traffi c,” ex-
plained Stanley. 

As far as problems for anyone being in-
convenienced, Allen said, “Much of it [the 
move] was done with students in mind.  I 
asked students about their feelings and one 
of the reasons [for the move] was to as-
sure confi dentiality with the utilization of 

counseling and the location is still very ac-
cessible.  Also, parking is much better for 
emergency situations.”

Along with moving Health & Wellness 
Services, slight organizational restructuring 
will occur. There is no longer a coordinator 
of Campus Counseling; however, Wilkes 
will offer two full-time campus counselors, 
Melissa Gaudio and Susan Biskup.  Addi-
tionally, there will be a consultant psycholo-
gist who will be on call and attend monthly 
meetings with the campus counselors. 

“We don’t know what to expect [in rela-
tion to the move], but we are excited,”  stat-
ed O’Brien. “Passan Hall has better acces-
sibility [than Evans Hall] and it’s a little bit 
bigger. The fi rst fl oor fi ts our needs better 
than the third fl oor,” she added. 

“We are very excited about moving and 
having a chance to organize everything,” 
said Gail Holby, coordinator of Health & 
Wellness.  But she added, “I think the stu-
dents from Evans Hall are going to miss 
us.”

Resident Assistants have already been in-
formed of the move. It will be announced 
on the Wilkes Today page and pamphlets 
will be spread around campus once the 
move is complete to increase awareness of 
all students.
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BY THE BEACON
EDITORIAL BOARD

 - The American 
Physical Society 
says there is a 
minimal chance 

the LHC could destory 
the Earth because it 
would take 100,000 LHC 
experiments to match the 
number of cosmic ray 
events that have already 
occurred.  

Point 1

Point 2

Point 3

If life were a comic book, the 
machine would be portrayed ei-
ther as the monstrous invention 
of mad men--hulking, impenetra-
ble, set to destroy the earth.  Or, 
as the long-sought key to under-
standing humankind’s origins--a 
great turning point in humanity, a 

beacon of light peeking through 
the shadows.

But the fi nal chapter that 
determines the Large Hadron 
Collider’s (LHC) place in his-
tory has yet to be written, so 
its character is still a question 
mark.  And what we don’t know 
or can’t predict often scares us.
The LHC is located inside a 17-

mile long circular tunnel beneath 
Geneva, Switzerland; it is con-
sidered to be one of the world’s 
largest machines. Many people 
have also speculated that the 
LHC has the possibility to claim 
the title of the world’s deadliest 
machine.

According to the European Or-
ganization for Nuclear Research 
(CERN), the creator and operator 
of the LHC, the machine is the 
world’s most powerful particle 
accelerator. The LHC completes 
one task; “high-energy protons in 
two counter-rotating beams will 
be smashed together in a search 
for signatures of super symme-
try, dark matter and the origins 
of mass.”

For those of us who are not 
physicists, this all boils down 
to smashing bundles of protons 
against each other at really high 
speeds in order to see what hap-
pens.

But some scientists and non-
scientists alike have a case of the 
jitters about smashing protons.  
What will happen?  Could such 
experiments cause damage?  Will 
hurling protons at each other at 
such a rate cause some sort of 

rip in the time-space continuum?  
Will their collision create a black 
hole on earth?These and other 
speculations have alarmed many; 
however, though we know some 

will view the LHC’s operation as 
an unnecessary human safety risk, 
the fear of the unknown should 
not keep humankind from explor-
ing and asking questions.

The main critics of the LHC 
argue that CERN cannot accu-
rately predict what will happen 
when particles begin colliding. 
Some say that effects can produce 
doomsday results, which is where 
LHC’s nickname, “the doomsday 
machine,” comes from.

CERN representatives have al-
ready addressed all of these safety 
c o n c e r n s 
t h r o u g h 
w i d e -
spread me-
dia state-
ments and 
p u b l i c a -
tions. Even 
o u t s i d e 
organiza-

tions like the American Physical 
Society (APS) concur with CERN 
that there are minimal risks asso-
ciated with the experiments con-
ducted by the LHC.

A report from the APS notes, “…
there is nothing to fear from par-
ticles created at the LHC. In fact, 
collisions just like those the LHC 
will make have been produced by 
cosmic rays bombarding the earth 
throughout its existence. It would 
take about 100,000 LHC experi-
ments to match the number of cos-
mic ray events that have already 
occurred. We can rest assured that 
our planet will not be affected by 
the four experiments about to be 
conducted in Geneva.”

Some critics have also spread a 

rumor that the LHC may create a 
black hole or antimatter capable of 
destroying the earth.

Steven Hawking, one of 
the world’s most famous 
and infl uential physicists, 
told the BBC that this claim 
is erroneous.  “The world will not 
come to an end when the LHC 
turns on. The LHC is absolutely 
safe. If the collisions in the LHC 
produced a micro black hole - 
and this is unlikely - it would just 
evaporate away again, producing a 
correctoristic pattern of particles,” 
said Hawking.

Hawking added that the chance 
of the LHC producing a black hole 
is less than 1%.

In addition, some religious 
groups argue that using the LHC is 
akin to “playing God.” In fact, the 
entire project’s objective has been 
criticized as purposefully working 
to disprove the existence of a god. 
The same might have been said 
for many other important scientif-
ic advancements for humankind.  
Space travel, Darwin’s theory of 
evolution, and various medical 
breakthroughs have all been re-
sisted by religious offi cials who 
feared that the faithful may be led 
to question an all-powerful god if 
other explanations for human life 
and sustainability could be offered 
the public.  However, such an ar-
gument not only limits human 
advancement but undercuts the 
foundation of faith.  Those who 
will choose to believe in a god will 
do so, regardless of other explana-
tions.

Risk taking essential to human advancement
Why the ‘doomsday machine’ is worth the chance

   - The LHC, 
a powerful 
particle 

accelorator, 
has the possiblity to be 
destructive, but there is 
great potential to futher 
scientifi c reseasrch.     

 - By not 
turning the 
LHC on, 
humanity 

would miss out on the 
great innovations this 
expierment has to offer.  

© CERN/A. Saba

© CERN/A. Saba

Gardasil:
  page 8

An inside view of the “Large Hadron Collider.”

Opinion 
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Webster’s dictionary defi nes the word 
irony as “the use of words to express some-
thing other than, and especially the oppo-
site of, the literal meaning” and “a usually 
humorous or sardonic literary style or form 
characterized by irony c: an ironic expres-
sion or utterance.”

It is also worth noting that Alanis Moris-
sette’s song “Ironic” contains no such exam-
ples of irony, which, in and of itself, could 
be considered irony. But, we’ll just forget 
that because she’s Canadian. And if there’s 
one thing that I don’t need, it’s a cleverly 
crafted song by a Canuck. 

But I digress. The topic of this week’s rant 
is not Alanis Morissette and her seemingly 
forever greasy hair. It’s about something far 
more sinister, far more rage inducing:

The ironically named Wilkes-Barre Park-
ing Enforcement. Ironic because, while 
they are enforcing the parking regulations 
of downtown Wilkes-Barre, they them-
selves frequently violate those very same 
rules while making things very unsafe for 
commuters.

On any given day, one can see these pub-
lic servants slowly driving around down-
town Wilkes-Barre on an endless quest to 
seek and destroy the wallets (and eventually 
the psyche) of any poor soul who didn’t ad-
equately fund their meter. 

In reality, I have no problem with local 
law enforcement penalizing those who vio-
late the sacred trust of the parking meter. 
Let’s face facts.  It’s arguably more impor-
tant than the Bill of Rights. Free speech is 

important and all, but I need someplace to 
park on Wednesday morning. Without that, 
my friends, we would have chaos. 

Anyhow, the parking debacle that is Wil-
kes-Barre is the result of what happens when 
limited parking spaces meets increased de-
mand brought on by college students. The 
lack of adequate on-campus parking for 
Wilkes students (We can’t fi gure out a better 
system for divvying out the parking passes? 
How does a resident get a better shot at get-
ting a permit than a commuter? Let’s think 
about that for a moment.), has only exac-
erbated the situation, leaving fewer spots 
available for more people. 

But my problem isn’t with the suits at our 
fi ne university, it is with the Wilkes-Barre 
Parking Enforcement, who are actually do-
ing more harm than good in their jihad-
like quest to hand out a $25.00 ticket.

The problem isn’t that they give out 
an absurd number of tickets; it’s how 
they do it. They drive around in 
their jeeps and wait for meters 
to run out. Trust me, they do 
this. I’ve seen it, as have 
countless others. They will 
literally wait for fi ve min-
utes for a meter to run out 
so they can get their fi x.

If that’s not enough, they 
also deem it necessary to 
double park on Franklin Street 
while they write up the tickets! 
Franklin is a cluster-screw of 
a street; it’s a one-way, two-lane 
street that has meter parking on the 
left side, and on the busiest hours 
of the day, it’s a safe bet that the 

right lane will be blocked in several spots 
due to moving vans, construction vehicles, 
or other cars that are dropping people off.

So it’s only natural for Parking Enforce-
ment to double park in the left lane in order 
to give out tickets to those who are in viola-
tion of the parking meter. Listen, you idiots, 
it’s a one-way street, not a slalom. You’re 
blocking the street, and making things un-
safe.

It’s not bad enough that you intentionally 
drive up and down the streets where college 
students are parked and take advantage of 
the fact that they have classes, but you sit on 
their meters until the time runs out.

How do I know this? Because I see you 
do it all the time. Meanwhile, there are cars 

double-parked on Public Square ev-
ery day, but nothing ever happens 
to them, does it?

Imagine you’re a poor college 
student who has to decide whether 

to pay a parking ticket or to buy 
gas. The rub is that the ticket 
will increase in 72 hours if 

it’s not paid. How awesome 
is that? Word to the wise: 
don’t get a ticket on a Mon-

day if you don’t 
get paid until 
Friday.

But I guess 
that’s all we can 

expect from the 
“parking police,” 

right? I mean, you’re all just 
guys who couldn’t make it 
as cops, aren’t you? The 
draw of giving people 

tickets must have been too great to avoid.
Does it give you goosebumps knowing that
you just took some poor kid’s gas money for
the week? I bet the actual police don’t even
respect you guys. You’re like the Jermaine
Jackson of public servants in Wilkes-Barre.
Even though Michael is the crazy one, ev-
eryone scatters when you show up. 

O.K., parking police, I’m going to help
you repair your image. Seeing as how my
tax dollars directly fund your little cam-
paign, I think I’m more than entitled to tell
you how to do your job.

First: don’t double park when you’re giv-
ing out tickets. The roads are congested
enough without having to dodge your cars.
Instead, park your car at the end of the
block and walk down the street. Of course,
that means you need to be a little more ac-
tive and you actually have to interact with
the people you’re ticketing, but that’s part
of the game, I guess.

Second: Stop targeting college students.
There are lots of streets in Wilkes-Barre
that I’m sure are teeming with cars that
have expired meters. Go and throw a few
tickets on there every now and again. I can’t
blame you for it, really, because all college
students are the same to you. Kids with no
respect for authority, green hair and nose
rings. But then again, you did go to col-
lege in the early 20s, so I can’t fault you too
much for that.

And fi nally…get a real job.

Thank you and good morning.

The Angry Rant: Let’s Get Parked!
BY TIM SEIGFRIED
Beacon Staff Writer

Safety of Irradiated Foods Questioned
In the 1920s, a French scientist discovered 

that the shelf life of food could be extended 
if it were irradiated. Irradiation essentially 
means to purposefully expose materials to 
low doses of radiation. 

After many years, this technology was 
adopted by the United States during World 
War II when government offi cials needed to 
consider alternative ways to preserve food 
for troops.

According to Wenonah Hauter executive 
director of “Food & Water Watch,” irradia-
tion occurs when “astronomically power-
ful blasts of X-rays, electron beams, and 
gamma rays are used to kill bacteria, to ex-
tend shelf life of food by delaying ripening 
and spoiling, and to eradicate fruit fl ies and 
other invasive pests.” Or in other words, it 
is a way to control the amount of radiation 
the food absorbs. The process is viewed as 

a easy way to prevent bacterial outbreaks 
such E. Coli and also terminate parasites.

After sponsoring a series of tests on various 
types of food, in 1963, the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) fi nally approved the 
irradiation of wheats and fl ours. Post 1986, 
numerous foods have also been approved 
such as herbs and spices, pork, poultry, red 
meat, and fruits and vegetables. 

Naturally, the thought of blasting food 
with potentially harmful X-rays, electron 
beams, and gamma rays has raised a few 
eyebrows.  So far, the FDA has reported that 
food irradiation is completely safe, and has 
been adopted by over 37 countries world-
wide, some of which have been using the 
technique for decades. However, the FDA 
has been wrong before. 

Hauter explains that eating irradiated 
foods will not cause you to “sprout a sixth 
fi nger,” but it does create change to the 
food’s composition. 

According to the “Public Citizen,” a na-
tional non-profi t public interest group, star-
tling results have been recorded as far back 
as 1968, which show that when irradiated 
foods are fed to animals, side effects may 
include: internal bleeding, fetal deaths, em-
bryonic deaths, mutations, vitamin E defi -
ciencies, and so on.  

Here is an excerpt from the Public Citi-
zen’s fi ndings highlighted in a 1968 article 
by A.T. Spiher titled, “Food irradiation: An 
FDA report,” “A careful analysis by FDA 
of all [Army] data present (including 31 
looseleaf notebooks of animal feeding test 
results) showed signifi cant adverse effects 
produced in animals fed irradiated food... 
What were these adverse effects?... A de-
crease of 20.7 percent in surviving weaned 
rats... A 32.3 percent decrease in surviving 
progeny of dogs... Dogs weighing 11.3 per-
cent less than animals on the control diets... 
Carcinomas of the pituitary gland, a par-

ticularly disturbing fi nding since this is an
extremely rare type of malignant tumor.”

In addition, the “Center for Food Safe-
ty” also wrote a letter to the FDA in 2003,
strongly encouraging offi cials to “reconsid-
er the safety of all of its past approvals of
food irradiation.” 

What to do?
Let’s be honest. Chances are that you

have probably already eaten irradiated food
in some form during the course of your life,
whether you knew it or not. If you are wor-
ried about health risks, it is easy to avoid
purchasing them, because the FDA now re-
quires food to be properly labeled if it was
irradiated.  The fact is that a large major-
ity would agree that the FDA is both un-
derstaffed, and under-funded. But the FDA
needs to address the health fi ndings above,
and reconsider the irradiation of all foods.
This type of technology cannot be used un-
til long-term test results confi rm that food
irradiation is 100% safe. No Questions.

BY GINO TROIANI
Beacon Op-Ed Editor

ci.burbank.html
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Each year in the United States 
3,700 women die from cervical 
cancer and 9,710 more women de-
velop cervical cancer, according 
to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. 

But in the past two years, medi-
cal professionals have advocated 
widely for a vaccine that they 
have claimed could lower those 
startling numbers: the Gardasil 
vaccine.

 “I chose to get my daughter 
vaccinated because I want her to 
be one less woman affected by 
cervical cancer,” a mother says in 
a Gardasil commercial as she sits 
down beside her daughter on the 
couch smiling.

In 2006, the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) approved and 
reported Gardasil to be “the fi rst 

vaccine developed to prevent cer-
vical cancer, precancerous geni-
tal lesions and genital warts due 
to human papillomavirus (HPV) 
types 6, 11, 16, and 18.”  HPV 
infects about 6.2 million Ameri-
cans a year, which makes it the 
most common sexually transmit-
ted infection in the United States.  
The FDA reports that the Gardasil 
vaccine “is effective against HPV 
types 16 and 18, which cause ap-
proximately 70 percent of cervical 
cancers and against HPV types 6 
and 11, which cause approximate-
ly 90 percent of genital warts.” 

The Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices advises 
that girls between the ages of 11 
and 12 get vaccinated before they 
become sexually active; so many 
state legislators are introducing 
legislation that many require, 
fund, or educate the public about 
the HPV vaccine.  According to 

The National Con-
ference of State 
Legislatures, 17 
states have enacted 
this legislation.  
Michigan and Ohio 
were the fi rst states 
to introduce legis-
lation that requires 
the HPV vaccine 
for girls entering 
sixth grade, but it 
was not enacted in 
either state.  

Texas was the 
fi rst state to enact 
a mandate requir-
ing the HPV vac-
cine for school 
entry (with some 

exceptions) by executive order.  
Legislators in Texas passed H.B. 
1098 to override the executive or-
der and the governor withheld his 
veto, according to The National 
Conference of State Legislatures.  
In 2007, Virginia legislators also 
passed a school vaccine require-
ment, which is currently in the 
process of being removed.       

Charlotte J. Haug, M.D. 
Ph. D., stated in the 
New England Journal 
of Medicine that 
“we lack suffi - cient 
evidence of an effective 
vaccine against cervical cancer” 
and that “the overall effect of the 
vaccines on cervical cancer re-
mains unknown… How can poli-
cymakers make rational choices 
about the introduction of medi-
cal interventions that might do 
good in the future, but for which 
evidence is insuffi cient, especially 
since we will not know for many 
years whether the intervention 
will work or-in the worst case-do 
harm?”

On August 20, 2008, ABC re-
ported on “World News with 
Charles Gibson” that the HPV 
vaccine potentially caused a se-
ries of serious side effects includ-
ing 78 outbreaks of genital warts, 
18 deaths, and 6 cases of Guil-
lain-Barre Syndrome (which can 
cause paralysis).  Out of roughly 
8 million girls who have been vac-
cinated, 9,000 of them reported 
that they had serious side effects 
shortly after their shots. Dr Rich-
ard Haupt, the executive director 
of Merck Research Laboratories, 
stated, “these reports of conditions 

Dear Editor:
(Yes) I believe that President 

Gilmour should sign the Amethyst 
Initiative for Wilkes University. I 
don’t say this so I can freely go 
and binge around campus, I grew 
out of that last year after realizing 
that it really isn’t worth the risk.

Frankly, drinking parties aren’t 
that fun. You have to watch for 
any authority or enforcement fi g-
ure during and after the party. The 
music is always too loud, playing 
the same boring junk that you can 
hear on today’s popular modern 

radio stations. That and the rooms 
or buildings that the party happen 
to be in... Well, let’s just say that 
I feel sorry for the housekeeping 
staff, unless those in the football 
house actually clean the building.

I’m not afraid to admit that I 
have been to parties in the past. I’m 
also not afraid to say that I haven’t 
been to one for quite some time. 
Instead, I spend my weekends not 
only working on homework, but 
I have a few hobbies that do re-
quire time. I’ve also managed to 
fi nd a good group of people that I 

can tell real understandable jokes 
to and have a good time without 
getting in trouble. Yes some of 
them are 21, but to them drinking 
is pointless, or for a reserved oc-
casion.

I, for one, would like to see what 
happens if the drinking age is 
lowered to 18. I will also take the 
opportunity to take advantage of 
this law, but I won’t spend all my 
money or waste my time and life 
away like so many other people. 
Instead of so many who drink X 
number of beers, and Y number 

of jungle juice drinks, and play Z 
games of beer pong. No, I would 
rather sit at my computer and talk 
to my friends online, or hang out 
with my local friends with a glass 
of red wine.

Unfortunately I can see the 
college scene turn into the high 
school scene. With the drinking 
age lowered, the threshold could 
bring the binge drinking down to 
a lower age.

Mark Simmons
Sophomore
Electrical Engineering

: Amethyst Initiative

Researchers reconsider Gardasil vaccine
BY LAUREN SALEM
Beacon Ast. Op-Ed Editor

that have occurred following vac-
cination do not necessarily mean 
they are causally related.”  

According to the FDA, Merck 
& Co., Inc, conducted four studies 
on 21,000 women between 
t h e ages of 16 and 
26 by giving them 

either the vaccine 
or placebo to see 

how Gardasil affected 
different age groups.  Re-

sults show that Gardasil “was 
nearly 100 percent effective in 
preventing precancerous cervical 
lesion, precancerous vaginal and 
vulvar lesions, and genital warts 
caused by infection with the HPV 
types against which the vaccine is 
directed,” but “the study period 
was not long enough for cervical 
cancer to develop.”    

It is unclear whether or not Gar-
dasil prevents cervical cancer, 
but the FDA believes it is highly 
likely. 

Enough research has not been 
conducted to show what long-term 
side effects Gardasil may cause or 
whether or not the serous side ef-
fects reported on ABC were even 
caused by the Gardasil vaccine. 

Many state legislatures are still 
processing legislation that would 
require girls to be vaccinated for 
school entrance. Some of which 
include the District of Columbia, 
Georgia, Illinois, and Kentucky. 

Most states would allow par-
ents to op-out their daughters 
from being vaccinated, but a vac-
cine should not be mandatory for 
school entrance if examinations 
have not proven it to be complete-
ly safe and effective at all.”

YOUR

Beacon Poll  Results:
The following are results of a 
poll that The Beacon conduct-

ed online this past week.  The
poll was unscientifi c, and does 

not claim to refl ect the overall
  attitudes of students on
              campus. 

The Beacon asked:
    Should the United States 
ban direct to customer advertis-
    ing of prescription drugs?

    • Yes - 97% 
    • No - 2%            
    • Depends - 1%

       
   Next Week’s question: 

Should scientists continue to
 experiment with the “LHC” 
               device?
    • Yes 
    • No             
    • Depends

    
 Visit www.wilkesbeacon.
         com to cast your vote.
      Results will be published 
    online at wilkesbeacon.com

The Beacon wants your 
 opinion. Concact us at 

    WilkesBeacon.OpEd
          @Gmail.com

      with your Name, 
      Major, Year, and 
            Opinion!

The Beacon reserves the right
  to edit submitted pieces for
          space and content.

 Speak Up!
It’s Your Right!
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Students audition to become the big blue face of Wilkes
BY BETHANY YAMRICK
Beacon Correspondent 

The face of Wilkes has changed.
Now it’s big and blue.  
With the celebration of Wilkes Universi-

ty’s 75th birthday, it seemed an appropri-
ate year to roll out a whole new element 
to school spirit: a redesign of the school’s 
mascot.  The new mascot is the fi rst life-
sized offi cial mascot played by stu-
dents in costume.   Tryouts for this 
position were held September 16 
and 17.

Students came to tryouts 
prepared, with props, re-
sumes, and creative rou-
tines that varied from 
athletic to serious to 
funny.  The routines 
were performed 
during the open 
30-second free-
style at tryouts.

 “We did that 
intentionally 
to see how 
creative and 
how much 
thought they 
gave to what they wanted to 
show us,” said judge and coor-
dinator Christine Tondrick.

The students who tried out 
are already widely involved at 
Wilkes, and wanted to give 
back while having fun, 
Tondrick explained.  

“They were all very 
good in very differ-
ent ways, so our de-
cision will be dif-
fi cult.  Everybody 
brings something 
new to the table,” 
said Marketing 
Communication 
graduate assistant 
Shannon Curtin at 
the judging. 

The new Colonel mas-
cot costume was unveiled 
at recent Club Day activities.  

“This was an unveiling, but 

not a formal introduction. The unveiling was 
just an introduction to his look,” said Ton-
drick.  “There has been 100 percent posi-
tive support for a reintroduction of a mascot 
into the campus community and we have 
received nothing but positive feedback.”

The students who will become the mascot 
will be chosen based on performances at 
tryouts, and from their callbacks. The call-
backs, which were held on September 18 

and 19, involved testing interaction 
with people while in the new 

Colonel costume.  
There will be up to 

three students cho-
sen to attend mas-

cot boot camp, 
where they will 

learn how to 
bring their 

own per-
sonal i -

ties to 
t h e 

mascot while creat-
ing a brand that is seam-
less no matter who is in 
the costume.   Require-

ments included good 
academic standing, 

and proof they 
have held lead-

ership roles 
in the past.  
There will 
be $3,000 
s c h o l -
a r s h i p s 
awarded to 
the three 
who take 

on the posi-
tion as mas-

cot, which 
will be an entire 

year position. 
The job of mascot 

will be full time from 

October 1 
to Septem-
ber 30 of 
2009.  The 
goal is to el-
evate school 
spirit.  The 
mascot will 
be a sym-
bol of the 
University 
and what it 
stands for, 
as well as 
recognized 
in the com-
munity. The 
mascot will 
work with 
coaches to 
enhance the 
cheerlead-
ing routine. 

“ W e ’ r e 
very excited, 
e s p e c i a l l y 
since they can come to practice with us and 
can work with our routines.  We have never 
had that before,” said cheerleader Tanya 
Feiertag.

The mascot will be present at least one 
home event for every sports team, and some 
other events such as play-offs.  There will 
be three students playing the mascot be-
cause he will be requested at many events 
for hours at a time.  This leads to opportu-
nity for a handler, which is someone who 
accompanies the mascot to act as the voice, 
and relieves the mascot when the student 
gets tired.  

“The three students will work collectively 
as a team and when they are trained, they 
will better know how they can work togeth-
er,” said Tondrick.

The process of redesign for the mascot 
actually began two years ago.  It originated 
as part of the new ad campaign launched 
in 2006, to highlight the personal attention 
students receive at Wilkes University. 

The partner behind the remodel is a mar-
keting team in Philadelphia, called 160ov-
erb90.  When marketing representatives 
offered ideas, one focused on a new mas-
cot hand delivering acceptance letters to 

prospective students.  Since Wilkes didn’t
really have a mascot character at that time,
campus offi cials realized it was necessary
to start thinking about one. 

“With expanding the ad campaign they
saw an opportunity to establish an offi cial
mascot for the fi rst time.  We saw how a
mascot could change the face of the cam-
pus,” said Tondrick.

There was much thought and hard work
put into the redesign, from his props to at-
tire to color of his face.  Comments were
made on the face color being scary and “like
a Smurf,” according to communications
major Sara Cosgrove.  This was a decision
by the design committee, to be sensitive to
racial diversity.  Several mascot programs
from around the country were looked at to
consider the redesign of the colonel.

The next step is familiarity, creating a
brand and making sure he is likable, which
will be accomplished by the level of ener-
gy the mascot has and his introduction at
events.  Furthermore Tondrick hopes that
“he will introduce new ideas and traditions
to be involved in.”

As one of the students trying out said, “I
think it will bring back the spirit of going to
the games.”

Judges watch and deliberate at the fi rst Wilkes’ Colonel mascot tryouts.
Three students will be chosen to play the Colonel.

The Beacon/Bethany Yamrick
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Serving to learn/learning to serve
BY LEEANN SEARFOSS
Beacon Asst. Lifestyles Editor 

Presumably, serving others shouldn’t be 
something students have to learn.  It should 
be as natural as breathing.  

But many schools are formalizing service 
learning as a part of their curricula and even 
high school and college graduation require-
ments.

According to the Corporation for National 
and Community Service, service learning is 
defi ned as “a method under which students 
learn and develop through active participa-
tion…that meet actual community needs.”

While not yet a requirement at Wilkes 
University, many academic programs in-
tegrate service learning as part of the cur-
riculum.  

“Service learning is occurring all across 
campus.  We just don’t know where it’s oc-
curring,’” said Megan Boone, Wilkes’s di-
rector of Community Service.

While many courses are not directly refer-
ring to their out-of-classroom experiences 
as ‘service learning’, there is one professor 
in particular who is.  

Dr. Jennifer Thomas, assistant professor 

of psychology, has implemented service 
learning into her curriculum. Thomas’ Ado-
lescent Psychology class has been asked to 
participate in a community service program 
in accordance with the Lands at Hillside 
Farms.  

Each student from the course who partici-
pates will be matched with students from 
a local high school.  The groups will then 
have particular projects to work together 
and complete before the end of the semes-
ter.

“I wanted to help students see that what 
we are learning in class is related to real life.  
Also, I want my students to have a greater 
understanding of the community that they 
live in.  I want them to feel more socially 
responsible and give a greater sense of civic 
duty,” stated Thomas.

Over the course of the semester, the PSY 
222 course will be working directly with 
Lake-Lehman High School to improve the 
Lands at Hillside Farms.  The class will 
meet with their high school students a total 
of fi ve times to get to know one another and 
work out their proposed problem.

“Hillside Farms has a lot of longstanding 
projects.  These projects need a large group 

of people, as well as make an impact on the 
organization.  We want students to make 
the connections with what they are learn-
ing in class,” said Boone.

Eleven students from the Adolescent 
Psychology course will participate in Ser-
vice Learning.  Last Wednesday the group 
met to do a team-building exercise in the 
UCOM.

“We had a lot of fun. This is defi nitely 
worth while.  We get out of the classroom 
and get a more hands-on approach,” said 
junior Rich Pellegrini.

While Adolescent Psychology is one 
area where service learning is being imple-
mented this semester, it is not the only one.  
According to Danielle Kern, an Ameri-
corps Vista coordinator in the Community 
Service offi ce, many courses use service 
learning.

“We want to start institutionalizing ser-
vice learning across Wilkes.  Just getting 
into the classrooms and seeing how pas-
sionate the community here at Wilkes is 
about it is great.  It really is a good oppor-
tunity for all of our students,” said Kern.

Thomas, Boone, and Kern, are prepared 
to implement service learning into more of 

her courses in the upcoming semesters.
“I want to implement it more in many of

my classes. Students could be placed in day
care centers, nursing homes or women’s
shelters to become more aware and make
more curriculum connections,” said Thom-
as.

Dr. Jennifer Thomas instructs her ado-
lescent psychology class.  Members of the
class will participate in service learning.

The Beacon/Lauren Biernacki
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New mentor program to aid underrepresented students
BY CHRISTA SGOBBA
Beacon Lifestyles Editor 

The college transition can be diffi cult for 
anyone but the lack of a knowledgeable 
support system can make the change even 
harder. 

So in order to help students adjust, Wil-
kes University is developing a program that 
brings that assistance right to campus.  

The Center for Global Education and Di-
versity is putting together a Global Scholars 
program, a mentoring program that targets 
high-achieving incoming students from un-
derrepresented groups. According to Bran-
don Ice, the associate director for Global 
Education and Diversity, this includes stu-
dents from a minority background or those 
who are fi rst-generation college students. 

“ W e ’ r e 
trying to 
develop a 
mentor ing 
p r o g r a m 
where we 
expose them 
to things 
they may not have been exposed to before,” 
he said.  “We develop relationships that 
may not be part of everyone’s experiences.  
Really, it’s a form of life coaching.”

Arriving at a predominantly white cam-
pus can be diffi cult for minority students, 
so the program is developing ways to help 
the transition. Talking with someone who 
shares similar experiences and a common 
background can be a way to ease new stu-
dents into college life.  

“It’s awfully lonely in a classroom, and 
being asked to speak on behalf of your 
whole group is an issue that underrepre-
sented students face,” Ice said. “There’s an 
overall assumption that people know ev-
erything coming into the room or share the 
same background, and that’s not the case.”

The program’s goal is to increase reten-
tion rates and graduation rates for minority 

and fi rst-generation college students, two 
groups which have traditionally struggled. 
By instituting a program like this, Dr. God-
love Fonjweng, Director of Global Edu-
cation and Diversity, believes that it will 
contribute to increasing diversity, and the 
acceptance of diversity, on the Wilkes cam-
pus.  

Another goal of the program is to expose 
the students to faculty members. According 
to Ice, the benefi t of this is to familiarize 
students with professors’ research, and also 
make them feel more comfortable to ask 
questions if they do not 

understand something.
He hopes to have the program running 

sometime this semester, or in January, at the 
latest.

  Fonjweng had fi rst-hand experience of 
the benefi ts of close faculty-student interac-
tion.  As an undergraduate, Fonjweng took 
part in a “take your professor to lunch” 
program.  At lunch with his chemistry pro-
fessor, Fonjweng said there was a give-
and-take discussion where each learned a 
little more about the unique experiences 
and backgrounds of the other.  

After the lunch, Fonjweng and his pro-
fessor developed a close working relation-
ship.  His professor even started a collection 
among the faculty to purchase Fonjweng an 
airplane ticket so he could attend his sister’s 
wedding in Cameroon. 

“Sometimes students look at professors 
like they are of something out of this world, 
but when you create an environment where 
students can interact with their professors, 
they feel more comfortable,” he said.

Ice said the Center for Global 
Education is looking for current 
students to help get the program 
off the ground.  

Along with building student-
faculty relationships, the pro-
gram also intends to pair incom-
ing students with established 
students to create a peer-to-peer 
mentorship.    

“One of the reasons why we are 
targeting marginalized students 
is that they often times don’t 
have other people to look for in 
their classes,” Ice said.  “So what 
we want to do is, connect those 
students so they can see familiar 
faces or feel more comfortable 

with some-
one who 
has lived 
t h r o u g h 
this expe-
rience be-
fore.” 

Accord-
ing to Fonjweng, the program is 
looking for mentors who will be 
available to talk with the students 
about their classroom experiences 
and any other issues they are hav-
ing adjusting to the campus. If 
they share a major, the mentor 
can also help with tutoring. He or 
she also can pass on experiences regarding 
what to expect for a certain class, or what 
activities would be benefi cial to them.

However, even if they don’t share a major, 
the mentors can work on building personal 
relationship with their partners.  

Ice believes that mentoring transcends the 
classroom and focuses more on sharing life 
experiences.

“It might not to be ‘I can answer two plus 
two’ or to know what quantum physics are 
about, but it can be dealing with life prob-

lems that some of our students have who 
are fi rst generation,” Ice said. “It can be 
a listening ear, consoling, empathizing, 
just someone who can relate to and share 
experiences.”

The program aims to focus especially 
on the sciences, and the trips that are 
in the developmental stage refl ect that.  
Possible trips include excursions to the 
pharmaceutical company Merck & Co., 
Inc., Boston, Philadelphia, and New 
York City.

 
 

 

 

BY BETHANY YAMRICK
Beacon Correspondent 

As co-captain of the equestrian club, Jes-
sica Ashford is involved in one of the more 
under-acknowledged clubs on Wilkes’ 
campus. “We are little and not many people 
on campus and involved with the school 
know about us, but I believe we are helping 
Wilkes and putting the school’s name out 
there,” Ashford said. 

However, the club is deftly leaping high 
fences by co-hosting a show with ESU in 
Briarwood, New Jersey, on September 27. 
There will be 80 riders present at various 
riding levels from regional schools. Be-
cause of her leadership to the club, The 
Beacon has chosen Ashford as its Student 
of the Week.

The Beacon: Where do you see yourself 
   in 10 years?

Ashford:  In ten years I see myself worki 
ng as a pharmacist at a children’s hospital,    

and still competitively riding horses.

The Beacon: Describe yourself in three 
words.
Ashford: Fun, determined, and spontane
ous.

The Beacon: Finish this sentence. “My 
friends would be surprised to know that 
I…”
Ashford: I love everything Harry Potter.

Students sign a wall in the Student Center by writing
messages in their native language. Activities such as
this work to promote diversity on campus, a major
goal of the Global Scholars mentoring program.

Photo courtesy of Brandon Ice 

Photo courtesy of Beacon archives

It’s awfully lonely in a classroom, and being asked to speak on behalf 
of your whole group is an issue underrepresented students face.

   Brandon Ice, associate director of Global Affairs and Diversity
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The city of Wilkes-Barre, Diversity Part-
nership, Wilkes-Barre Chamber of Business 
and Industry and participating schools, wel-
comed back the students of the area with 
the 5th annual Party on the Square held 
last Thursday.  An estimated 1,400 students 
from all local colleges enjoyed food, music, 
and games all in the name of deepening 
college-community relations.

The State Police Bureau of Liquor 
Control Enforcement was also out 
in force for the event and made 
14 arrests for underage alco-
hol possession and con-
sumption.  In addition, 
two local bars were 
cited for serving 
to minors. 

The pur-
pose of 
P a r t y 
on the 
Square is to 
integrate the 
student popula-
tion into the com-
munity and motivate 
them to enjoy Wilkes-
Barre as their home away 
from home. 

Administrative coordinator for 
Wilkes-Barre, Bridget Giunta, said, 
“It’s a welcome event for students in 
the area to downtown Wilkes-Barre.” 

Also, Party on the Square has become 
an annual celebration of the revitalization 
of downtown since businesses can directly 
connect with students and have a better 
sense for how to reach a target market. 

“We always try to reach out to new busi-
nesses of the area to give them the opportu-
nity [to connect with] the college commu-
nity,” said Giunta.

Rachel Pugh, general manager of The 
Weekender, expressed similar excitement 
about the event.  “We have been sponsors of 
Party on the Square for fi ve years now, and 
this is the fi fth anniversary so we are proud 
of being part of the event again this year.”

The Weekender played an im-
portant role when it came to 
advertising the party. The 
weekly publication de-
signed a college ori-
ented issue, wrote 
stories on col-
lege radio 
s t a t i o n s 
a l o n g 
with 

a n 
i n -
s i d e 
story about 
the event. 
Their main job 
as promoters of the 
event was to invite 
the students to see what 
Wilkes-Barre is doing for 
the college students. 

“We encouraged the entire 
community to come, and that’s 

Party on the Square draws 1,400 to downtown
BY YOHANNA DE LOS SANTOS M.
& CATHRYN FREAR 
Beacon Asst. A/E Editor &
Correspondent

where we step in,” said Pugh.
At 5 p.m. students from Wilkes 
University, King’s College, Mi-

sericordia University, Penn 
State Wilkes-Barre, and Lu-

zerne County Community 
College headed down-

town to enjoy a va-
riety of activities. 

Some of the 
highlights 

and sur-
prises 

i n -

c l u d -
ed: Sar-

torio and 
Sons Barber 

Shop providing 
“party-goers”  with 

free haircuts and 89.1 
WSFX, LCCC’s radio 

station, offered giveaways 
ranging from CD fl ipping to 

free T-shirts to  getting and giving 
free hugs.  

“We had about 1,400 students at last 
night’s event, which was an increase. Each 

year we see an increase from the year prior
so that is right on target,” said Giunta. She
added that the goal for the 5th Party on the
Square was met in terms of attendance, and
“We also increased the participation from
the business community as well,” said Gi-
unta.

Both live and recorded music entertained
the crowds.  Junior English major Sarah
Hartman said, “I really enjoy the music.
So far it’s been things that I listen to on my
own.”  

Though most of the students just went to
have a good time with their friends. Junior
computer science major Frank Kopyta said,
“I am an RA on campus and want to get

students involved more in activities, so I
brought a small group of my residents

with me.” 
On the other hand, pharmaceu-
tical science major and fresh-

man Peter Bush said, “I’m
here for the student dis-

count tickets for buses
to New York.” 

The scavenger
hunt was a new
activity intro-

duced to the party.
“Basically, there are

going to be different
things at different booths

in which the students have to
go to the booths and obtain that

item. There is a point system, so
depending of the points that you have

as a team or as individuals there are dif-
ferent prizes,” said Pugh in addition, the
mechanical bull was pretty popular among
students. 

As the evening came to a close, people and
mascots danced to local a 80s cover band,
M-80, and watch a King’s student win the
Domino’s sponsored pizza-eating contest.

The Beacon/Jenna Stepens

Top: Party on the Square attendant rides
mechanical bull on Thursday evening.

Bottom: Nate Myotte of GO GO Gad-
jet plays their last set at Party on the
Square

Lisa Williams Connects 

Kirby Center Crowd with 

Dead
PAGE 13
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Both the living and the dead gathered in 
the Kirby Center for the Performing Arts 
on Monday, September 15, to see and speak 
with Lisa Williams, a famous medium and 
clairvoyant.  

The lights dimmed and overwhelming 
applause echoed throughout 
the theater shortly after 
8 p.m. as Williams 
entered the stage.  
The room was 
fi lled with 
s k e p t i c s 
and de-
vo ted 
f a n s 

alike, 
all cu-
rious as 
to what 
the evening 
would bring.

Throughout the 
show, Williams was 
able to reach out to a num-
ber of individuals in the audience, 
helping them to communicate with dead 
friends and family members.  As a spirit 
would come to her, she most often began 
with a name.  Once she learned more about 
the spirit, she would add both physical and 
personality characteristics. 

Tears streamed down faces as people 
watched Williams uncover memories and 
bring closure to some families.  Lisa was 
able to communicate with Exeter resi-
dent, Mari Beth Graham’s deceased father.  
“What she was saying was so dead on, it 
was unbelievable,” said Graham.  Williams 
was able to pinpoint very specifi c details in 

Graham’s case, down to the nickname she 
gave her father.  

While some incidents were very emotion-
al, others were quite comical.  In one case, 
a man’s deceased mother was scolding him 
for always being late.  

People in the audience raised their hand if 
they believed all of the clues fi t the descrip-
tion of someone they knew.  She called on 
people to narrow it down as she received 

more information and vibes from 
the spirits.  Sometimes 

dozens of individu-
als felt as though 

a spirit could 
be con-

n e c t e d 
w i t h 

them, 
w h i l e 

o t h e r 
times it was 

immediately di-
rected specifi cally 

at one particular person.  
Eventually Williams narrowed it 

down to one audience member and began to 
ask questions of both the spirit and person, 
making connections to establish more spe-
cifi c details from both individuals.  Some 
were able to come in contact with just one 
deceased family member, while others con-
nected with aunts, uncles, cousins, grand-
parents and children.   

Messages ranged from a simple “hello”, 
to apologies and specifi c instructions.  In 
some cases, all of the characteristics and 
messages from one scenario matched the 
exact characteristics for more than one per-

son, which Williams explained was normal.  
Sometimes more than one spirit could join 
in order to convey similar things to their 
loved ones in the audience.  

Many people had high hopes for coming 
in contact with their loved ones.  Lynn Mul-
lery of Plymouth wore her father-in-law’s 
wedding band, hoping that bringing some-
thing of his would help to connect with 
him.

After the show members of Lisa’s Fan 
Club lined up in the lobby to chat and get 
autographs and pictures. 

“I think it is a great thing to make some-
one feel at ease with their loved ones,” said 
audience member Lisa Harkins of Drums. 

Fans were ecstatic when Williams 
emerged from backstage.  Although ques-
tions were left unanswered for some, many 
others were content after Williams helped 
them gain closure with their loved ones.

Williams is a British medium famous 
for her work with communicating with the 
dead.  She fi rst realized she had this gift 
when she was a young girl and thought it 
was normal that she could see dead people. 

When she realized that not everyone had the
ability to do what she could do, she hid her
ability from her peers for fear of becoming
an outcast.  As she grew older she came to
the conclusion that what she had was truly
a gift. 

“Slowly I learned to embrace it,” Williams
said, when she was explaining her ability to
the audience.  

She now uses her gift to help people work
with their deceased loved ones and resolve
confl ict and provide closure.  Williams  trav-
els to different venues to reach out to her
fans. Her Lifetime show, “Lisa Williams:
Life Among the Dead,” explores her daily
routine of helping individuals comunicated
with the dead.
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British medium helps crowd connect with dead
BY AMANDA GUNTHER
Beacon Asst. A/E Editor

Lisa Williams, host of: “Lisa Williams:
Life Among the Dead”, presented at 
Kirby Center on September 15.
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A two-and-a-half hour musical about the history of the 
government of a South American country doesn’t sound too 
riveting.

But if you add in illicit sex and governmental corruption, 
both under the glamorous backdrop of 1940s show busi-
ness, then the picture just may become a little more com-
pelling.

All of those facets come together in the musi-
cal Evita, a play written by Tim Rice and com-
posed by Andrew Lloyd Webber in the 1970s.  
It tells the story of Eva Peron, an illegitimate 
child turned fi lm starlet who became the notori-
ous First Lady of Argentina in the World War 
II years. 

The musical kicked off the 86-year-anniver-
sary of the Little Theatre of Wilkes-Barre.  On 
the September 20 show, 165 people fi lled the 
theatre to watch the legendary story of Argen-
tina come to Wilkes-Barre.

Evita began on a haunting note, with Argentine peas-
ants mournfully circling the coffi n of Eva Peron (played 
by Nicole Rasmus).  As the people of Argentina lament the 
death of their First Lady, the narrator, Che (Dave Baloga), 
sings cynically to the audience that her death is “our funeral 
too.” 

Everything after that is a fl ashback.  We meet Eva as a 
precocious fi fteen-year-old from the wrong side of town, 
who latches herself onto tango singer Augustin Magaldi 
(Doug Hertel).  With him, she escapes to Buenos Aires to 
pursue her dream of becoming an actress. 

One of the most comical parts of the musical was the 
number “Goodnight and Thank You,” which chronicled

Eva’s self-promoting stream of lovers after she arrived 
in the city.  Man after man emerged from a literal 
revolving door on stage, leaving a long line of 
rejected lovers listening to Eva half-heartedly 
explain to each, “Oh, but it’s sad when a love 
affair dies.”

The strength of this rendition of Evita was 
its number of extras on cast.  With nearly 50 
women, men, and children to play the people 
of Argentina, the play was able to replicate the 
energy and passion of Eva’s supporters, the 
working class.  This was especially noticeable 
in “A New Argentina,” in which Eva wins the 

people to her side to back her latest beau, military 
man Juan Peron (Joe Sheridan), and their quest to take over 
the country.  The enthusiasm and sheer number of the extras 
made the mob-like speech scenes believable, and gave the 
audience a sense of how one woman could take a country 
by playing a crowd.  

Another noteworthy song included the classic “Don’t Cry 

for Me Argentina.”  With this strong song, Rasmus did an
excellent job of keeping her voice powerful without over-
singing or screaming the words.  She is believable as a
woman imploring her people to overlook her youthful in-
discretions and to take her seriously in her plight to help
them.

The second act of the play takes the audience through the
pinnacle of the Peron years.  The audience watches Eva jet
off to Europe, to show the riches of Argentina to the coun-

tries devastated by World War II.  Then, she
brings that philanthropy home with “And the
Money Kept Rolling In (And Out),” in which
Eva sets up a foundation to aid the poor and
possibly to pad the Perons’ own Swiss bank ac-
count.

The play ends when Eva’s plan to run for Vice
President is thwarted by her sickness which
will later kill her.  It culminates with a mon-
tage from the earlier songs that traces the path
of Eva’s life, from wily seductress to First Lady
to virtual saint of the people. 

Just as the play began, it also ends on an eerie note.  With
the lights dimmed and Eva’s coffi n only visible, Che’s
voiceover hauntingly informs the audience that while
money was raised to build a spectacular tomb, it couldn’t
be used.  After her death, Eva’s body went missing for 17
years.

Play review: Evita at the Wilkes-Barre Little Theater
BY CHRISTA SGOBBA
Beacon Lifestyles Editor
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Keller Williams
Where: Sherman Theatre
When: Sept. 28, 8:00 p.m. 

Cost: $21.00

NEPA Philarmonic-Transatlantic 
Passages-Masterworks I

Where: Kirby Center
When: Sept. 27, 7:00 p.m.

Fall Classic & Carnival BMX 
Double Points Race and Open 

House
Where: Hazleton City View BMX 

track 
When: Sept. 28, 12:00 p.m.- 6 p.m.

Son of Rambow
Where: Kirby Center

When: Sept. 24, 7:30 p.m.

Across
1 Hugger’s need
5 Begin
10 Brillo ______
13 Page electronically
14 Completely opposite
15 Coldplay song, “____ La Vida”
16 Kent partner
17 SI unit for ohm
18 Imitated
19 Professor’s duty
21 Infi nite
23 Egyptian king, for short
24 Visualize
25 Without presence of another
28 Burial Ground
33 Bronze medal place
34 Possessive pronoun

Down
1 Competent
2  Study activity
3 Food list
4 Ghosts
5 Dalmation
6 Large book
7 Cheers choice
8 Be furious

35 Most common word
36 Low tides
37 Biblical verb
38 Tapered prop
39 Grief
40 European currency 
41 Alicia Keys song
42 Course summary
44 Individual
45 Boston clock reading
46 Asian ethnic group
47 Those who personally sacrifi ce
51 Legally bonded
55 Jacob’s sibling
56 Barbecuer’s need
58 Dormant
59 Speech impediment
60 To rotate
61 Hot and iced ____
62 Dance type
63 Printed material mistakes
64 Pull abruptly

9 Convey
10 Water transporter
11 Birds in Latin
12 Moms and _____
15 Car parker
20 New Year word
22 Bambi, for example
25 Cooks by slow boiling
26 Expression of dismay
27 Defamation
28 Complete disorder
29 Slender swimmers
30  Basic beliefs
31 Horned animal
32 Sanna county
34 New York state _____ way
37 Take away from
38 Campus social organization
40 Without diffi culty
41 Close by
43 Reduction in pace
44 Pirate walk ways
47 Liquify by warmth
48 Largest continent
49 Carepnter’s tool
50 Active
51 Stereo opposite
52 Mental conception
53 Liveliness
54 Student work station
57 Billboard category

Kudracross
BY CHRIS KUDRAK AND DEVIN KING
Beacon Correspondents
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Lady Colonels now 1-1 in conference play
BY ANTHONY DORUNDA
Beacon Staff Writer
In their last three appearances on the 

court, the Wilkes University women’s vol-
leyball team has begun to prove its hard 
work is paying off by coming out on top in 
two conference matches against Manhat-
tanville and Lycoming. 

“Wilkes volleyball showed up to play,” 
said junior Julie Page. “We are not only 
going to have to maintain the skills that 
we have but improve overall as a team to 
make it to the top.”

 The Lady Colonels certainly showed 
up to shut down the Valiants of Manhat-
tanville 3-0 in their Freedom Conference 
opener. Wilkes held the Valiants to a .010 
hitting percentage while dominating in 
nearly every facet of the game. Marissa 

Harrison and Katherine Harrington were 
the stars of the game, combining for 19 
of Wilkes’s 33 kills. Harrison also led the 
charge with a team-high four service aces.

 After not playing as well as they expected 
in the non-league Scranton Invitational, the 
Lady Colonels stormed into the home of the 
Little League World Series and pounded the 
host Lady Warriors of Lycoming College, 
3-1. Harrington led the way, picking up her 
fi rst volleyball version of a double-double, 
scoring 12 kills and 16 digs. Page also had 
a quality night of her own with 11 kills and 
only four errors. Sophomore Libero Al-
lison Kelleher pitched in with a team high 
24 digs. Harrison and freshman Katelyn 
McGurk each broke the 20 dig barrier for 
the fi rst time this year with 23 and 21 digs 
respectively.

 The Lady Colonels then traveled to Cen-
ter Valley, Pennsylvania where they took 
on conference favorite DeSales in a tough 
league matchup. The Bulldogs proved why 
they were the preseason favorites, over-
whelming the Colonels in straight sets. 
DeSales played nearly perfect committing 
only eight errors the whole night with a 
.324 hitting percentage. “We need to work 
on consistency all around,” explained Page. 
“defense specifi cally; reading the other 
team and getting to our positions to play 
the ball.” The loss dropped the Colonels to 
1-1 in Freedom Conference play.

 Tonight, the Lady Colonels face off with 
crosstown rival King’s in a crucial mid-sea-
son matchup. The last time the two teams 
met, King’s had home court advantage and 
escaped with a closer-than-what-meets- 

the-eye 3 to 1 match victory. The loss has 
no effect on the team and as Kelleher said, 
“We have a big advantage going into the 
King’s game because we’ve played them 
before and we know what to expect. We’ve 
also improved as a team since we last 
played them. Not to mention we’re hungry 
for a win and it’s Kings. That is enough to 
get us pumped up to dominate.”

The question is which Wilkes team will 
show up for the much anticipated city 
match--the one that thoroughly embar-
rassed Lycoming and Manhattanville? Or 
the one that came out fl at against DeSales? 
If it’s as good as anticipated, we could be 
in for one for the ages in the Marts Center. 
The only way to know is to show up for the 
opening serve tonight at 7 p.m.

When head coach Frank Sheptock de-
signed this year’s schedule for the Colo-
nels, he wasn’t interested in booking me-
diocre programs for his team to demolish 
for the sake of a pretty record. 

Sheptock wanted the big dogs. 
That’s why for the non-conference por-

tion of the Colonels schedule, he scheduled 
regionally-ranked teams, No. 8 Muhlen-
berg College and No. 24 Montclair State 
University. 

The Colonels barely lost both games on 
the road and have one more chance at a 
win over a non-conference opponent be-
fore MAC play begins on October 4.

This time, the Colonels are at home ver-
sus Christopher Newport University (0-1), 
a Virginia program that reached the nation-
al tournament last year. 

“I have a philosophy where I like to 
schedule high ranked teams because it’s 
about the challenge,” Sheptock said. “We 
are a young football team (but non-con-
ference games) demonstrate what we are 
capable of.” 

Last week, the Colonels had a bye week 
and the emphasis during practice has been 
remaining poised during critical situations 
and executing in the red zone; which is 

logical being that the Colonels led 21-20 
entering the fourth quarter against Muhlen-
berg but lost 34-21. And against Montlcair 
State, the team had offensive possession 
for over 38 minutes but lost 13-6. Their 
points came off two fi eld goals by fresh-
man kicker Chris Horn. 

“We’re doing everything right until the 
last play or last minute or second of the 
half,” said senior wide receiver Jason 
Prushinski. “But again, we are experienc-
ing this early so that we can correct our 
mistakes.

Prushinski leads the team in reception 
yards (56.5 per game) and touchdowns 
(2).

The Colonels might be able to fi nd their 
niche offensively against Christopher 
Newport since the Captains have allowed 
406 total yards, 337 of those were rushing. 
Lead running back Jamar Beverly, who 
averages 59.5 rushing yards per game, 
should play a major role against the Cap-
tains. 

The Colonels have used two quarter-
backs this season. Junior quarterback Rob 
Johnson. He averages 109 passing yards 
per game. Freshman Ryan Cushman aver-
ages 26 yards per pass and according to his 
teammates, he is not afraid to scramble out 
of the pocket to pick up the fi rst down.

BY CARLTON HOLMES
Beacon Editor-in-Chief

Colonels will host the Captains in home-opener
The Colonels defense 

will have to shut down ju-
nior running back Tunde 
Ogun. He rushed for 89 
yards against Salisbury as 
the team posted 170 rush-
ing yards total while using 
four different ball carri-
ers. The Captains junior 
quarterback, Matt Long, 
fi nished 6-15, with two in-
terceptions for 127 passing 
yards total. The Colonels 
allow 218.5 passing yards 
per game.

“We are playing these 
teams that are nationally 
ranked, top-ten even, and 
we should be winning the 
game,” Prushinski said. 
“Progress is defi nitely 
showing in practice and in 
the games, even though the 
record doesn’t show it.”

Kickoff is scheduled for 
1pm.
(At Right) Number 36 
Joshua Williams catches 
the ball during practice 
on Wednesday September 
17 at Ralston Field.

The Beacon/Gino Troiani

Volleyball women set to take on King’s this week

Rinkside 
Report
PAGE 18
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Despite a close game on Thursday eve-
ning, Myers feels the historic Keystone 
game was a much better performance and 
displayed the progress the team has made 
since the beginning of the year.

With only fi ve goals scored against and 
26 goals scored for, the forwards, defense 
and goalkeepers have obviously dominat-
ed their opponents in the respective zones; 
however the midfi eld is not to be forgotten 
as they are key to fast transitions from the 
defensive zone to offensive zone.

“I think our mids are our most consis-
tent players and although mids might not 
always get a lot of goals they set up our 
team so well and its a hard position to play 
because your all offense and your all de-
fense and your running so much the entire 
game but they’ve been consistent for 70 
minutes every game we’ve had and I think 
that really sets us apart,” Myers said.

Minix, who is third on the team in scor-
ing with three goals and one assist, believes 
much of the forwards success comes from 
communication on the fi eld and repetition 
in practice.

“We [the forwards] all work really well 
together and we all want each other to 
score and we all want to score.  We do 
repetitive drills until it works,” Minix ex-
plained.

Senoir captain and defender Kerry Bat-
tersby believes the team has had an obvi-
ously awesome start to the season and one 
of the keys to the defense’s success has been 
working out problems from previous years.

Battersby said, “All three of our goalies 
are really good and we worked out a lot of 
kinks from last year.  We [the defenders] 
work really well together.

With two games this week including a 
conference game against DeSales and eight 
Freedom Conference games in their fi nal 
twelve games of the season, the pressure is 
on for the team to not become comfortable 
in their current play.

“September is all about getting people in 
the right positions and fi xing our mistakes 
and working on the little things to be ready 
for October.  I think every game we have 
gotten better at the little things so hope-
fully that will carry into October and help 
us against our conference schedule,” Myers 
said.

Battersby added, “Our motto is never be 
satisfi ed, so I think the three of us [captains] 
are all on the same page that we never want 
to give up.  We just try to be silent exam-
ples, always push ourselves on the fi eld and 
we push each other.”

The Lady Colonels will be back on the 
road this week, traveling up 81 north to vis-
it the University of Scranton on Thursday 
September 25 and then opening their con-
ference play against DeSales University on 
Saturday September 27.

FIELD HOCKEY
from PAGE 20

Women’s tennis still on top after four matches
The Wilkes women’s tennis team en-

tered the season under much pressure to 
perform at a high level. Mainly because 
they are the defending conference cham-
pions. 

Last week, the women had their work cut 
out for them but made a statement when 
they competed in three important matches, 
Lebanon Valley on Wednesday, Eastern on 
Saturday and Lycoming on Sunday. 

Led by Michelle Knight, Xiaoqiao 
Zhang, and Alison McDonald, all three 
dominated in their singles matches against 
a solid Lebanon Valley, helping the team 
win with a 5 - 4 victory over the Dutch-
men, setting the pace for the rest of the 
week. 

The Lady Colonels went 6-0 in singles 
and 3-0 in doubles on both Saturday and 
Sunday, rolling over their opponents with 
ease. 

So far, the girls are on fi re, posting a re-
cord of 4-0 in team play, and have racked 
up an impressive thirty two victories and 
only four losses this season. 

“I think that if we continue to work hard, 

BY GINO TROIANI
Beacon OpEd Editor

and play like we have been, we should 
have no problem making it to nationals 
again,” said Junior Xiaoqiao Zhang. 

Indeed, with seasoned coach Chris 
Leicht at the helm back for his sixth 
season, it wouldn’t be a surprise if they 
kept the momentum rolling and de-
fended their title. 

Leicht said, ““I am glad we won this 
close match. We will use this as a spring 
board as we enter our tough conference 
matches.”

The Lady Colonels’ next two games 
are against FDU and Manhattanville on 
Thursday September 25 and Tuesday 
September 30. Both of which should 
be easy wins for the women.

The only team that may pose a prob-
lem to Wilkes in the next couple of 
weeks is the undefeated, Misericordia 
Lady Cougars. But if the girls keep 
up the level of play that they have ex-
hibited in their fi rst four games, they 
should have no problem generating yet 
another victory.
(At Right) Junior Xiaoqiao Zhang 
prepares for the ball during Wednes-
day’s match against Lebanon Valley.

The Beacon/Gino Troiani
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RINKSIDE REPORT

Four months ago, the Wilkes-Barre/Scran-
ton Penguins had their backs to the wall. 

Trailing the Portland Pirates 3 games to 2 
in the Eastern Conference fi nals, the Pen-
guins needed a win at home in Game 6 to 
keep their Calder Cup dreams alive.

After a scoreless opening frame, Portland 
dominated the second period, scoring three 
goals during a span of 5:33 to take a 3-0 
lead. The last goal came with just thirty-
three seconds to play in the period.

“When Portland went up 3-0 it was tough, 
because we kept fi ghting and fi ghting and 
nothing was coming up,” said Rob Ton-
nesen, a 2008 Wilkes graduate and Pen-
guins fan who attended the game.

Throughout the season, the Penguins had 
not relied on their offense to win games. 
Despite winning the American Hockey 
League’s East Division, Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton (223) scored the third fewest goals 
out of any team that qualifi ed for the AHL 
playoffs. 

At the time of Portland’s third goal, the 
Penguins had scored only once in the last 
113:07 they played. Mike McKenna, who 
replaced the injured Jean-Sebastian Aubin 
as Portland’s goalie in Game 3, had turned 
away everything the Penguins threw at him. 
Tonnesen added, “Seeing the time just melt 
away in the second period, I felt like there 
was nothing we could do in order to get one 
past McKenna.”

Then, with only twelve ticks left on the 
clock, Connor James took a drop pass from 
Alex Goligoski and snapped a shot past 
McKenna to put the home team on the 
scoreboard.

The comeback was on.
Chris Minard scored twice in the third pe-

riod, setting the stage for one of the most 
dramatic overtimes in the team’s nine-year 
history. It was a do-or-die situation in its 
purest form; if the Penguins didn’t score the 
next goal, they would be eliminated. 

They needed a hero.
They found one.
Only twenty seconds into the extra ses-

sion, James rushed in on the Portland de-

fense and roofed a shot over McKenna’s 
glove, capping the Penguins’ comeback and 
forcing a winner-take-all game seven.

Aubin returned to the Portland net in the 
fi nal game, but it didn’t matter. The Pen-
guins rode the momentum of their win the 
night before to a 3-2 win. Former Pirate Tim 
Brent scored the game-winner, breaking a 
2-2 tie with just thirty seconds to play in the 
third period, sending the Penguins into the 
Calder Cup Finals for the third time in team 
history.

Despite their heroic comeback against 
Portland, the Penguins could not tame their 
next opponent, the Chicago Wolves. Chi-
cago won the fi rst three games of the se-
ries, putting the Penguins in a hole that they 
could not crawl out of. Despite winning 
games four and fi ve at home, Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton ultimately fell in six games.

While last season’s team may not have 
lived happily ever after, the next chapter 
in Penguins history begins on September 
23, when the team opens training camp. 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton will play four pre-
season games in preparation for the regular 

season home opener on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 8 against Hershey.

It’s going to be diffi cult for this season’s
team to top the performance of the team
that came within two wins of capturing the
Calder Cup. 

But if last season’s squad taught fans
anything, it has to be that nothing is impos-
sible.

WBS Penguins coverage and analysis
BY MICHAEL CIGNOLI
Beacon Staff Writer

Friday, September 26
Penguins @ Binghamton, 7:05 PM
Saturday, September 27
Penguins vs. Binghamton, 7:05 PM
Friday, October 3
Penguins vs. Hershey, 7:05 PM
Saturday, October 4
Penguins @ Hershey, 7:00 PM

WBS Penguins Preseason Schedule

 For additional coverage during the       
week, check www.wilkesbeacon.com.
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Men’s soccer loses 6-0 to Dickinson
Return to Ralston Field spoiled after impressive road trip

After winning two straight road games 
over Widener and regionally-ranked 
Muhlenberg by scores of 2-0, the Wilkes 
University men’s soccer team had high 
hopes as it returned home to face Dickinson 
at Ralston Field on Wednesday, September 
17.  Those hopes were dashed, however, as 
the Colonels were routed by a score of 6-0.  

Both teams fought hard throughout the 
beginning portion of the game, with neither 
side able to score.  Dickinson’s John Freed 
eventually broke the scoreless affair, putting 
the ball in the net off of a cross from Taylor 
Ferry with just under two minutes to play.  

“We played at least evenly with another 
regionally ranked team in the opening 43 
minutes, forcing them to clear two balls off 
of their end-line,” said head coach Philip 
Wingert after the game.  

“We were able to do this with two starters 
sidelined with injury for the match. After 
analyzing the goals allowed, we can learn 
from those opportunities and continue to 
solidify our team defense,” he continued.

Both teams took just four shots in the fi rst 
half.

The second half saw the Dickinson Red 
Devils break open the game.  Not a min-
ute after senior goalkeeper TJ Baloga made 
a save for Wilkes in the opening moments 

of the half, Dickinson’s Ben Gemberling-
Johnson was able to fi nd the back of the 
net for their second goal.  They were also 
able to score again two minutes later, this 
time on a shot from Zach Pritchard off of an 

assist from Thomas Parkinson.  The three 
goals, all coming within fi ve minutes of ac-
tual game time, allowed Dickinson to take 
a comfortable lead that it would never re-

linquish.
The Colonels threatened Dickinson mul-

tiple times but were never able to break 
through; sophomore forward Ryan Phillips 
had the best opportunity to score when he 

shot on an empty net from within the pen-
alty box in the fi rst half.  The shot attempt 
was blocked by a Dickinson defender, how-
ever.  Matt Edgar, Dale Rodman, and Mike 

Montross would later add goals of their own
to help the Red Devil’s win the game by the
score of 6-0.

“In the fi rst half we were the better team
but allowed a goal late in the half.  In the
opening two minutes of the second half, we
allowed Dickinson a very ‘soft’ goal, put-
ting them up 2-0.  As a result they had a
two goal lead in a game and a high energy
level at that time,” said Wingert.  “We, on
the other hand, had played very well but
[lost our energy after falling behind].  We
were unable to establish an intensity level to
match Dickinson in the second half,” con-
cluded the coach.

The Colonels’ loss was unfortunate con-
sidering the impressive road wins they had
strung together before their game against
Dickinson.  Said Wingert, “[When we
played Muhlenberg] we played off of each
other’s intensity and energy, capitalizing on
our scoring opportunities.  In the Widener
match we created the most scoring oppor-
tunities of all of our matches to that point.
In both matches the team defense bent,
but never allowed an opponent to break
through.”

“I think in order to improve we simply
need to learn how to play better for an entire
game instead of just one half,” said junior
defender Keith Gardiner.

Despite playing Dickinson tough in the fi rst half, the Colonels found themselves on 
the wrong end of a 6-0 decision at Ralston Field on Wednesday, September 17.

The Beacon / Gino Troiani

Lady Colonel’s soccer ties Lebanon Valley 1-1

The Lady Colonels played Lebanon Val-
ley College to a 1-1 tie in a double over-
time game on Tuesday, September 16, at 
Annville.  

After falling behind 1-0 just four minutes 

into the game on a goal from Lebanon Val-
ley’s Lauren King, the Wilkes University 
women’s soccer team clamped down on de-
fense. Freshmen forward Katy Fissel scored 
for Wilkes in the game’s 62nd minute to tie 
the game.

The Lady Colonels out-shot Lebanon Val-
ley 13-8 and had four more shots on goal 

than their opponent. Lebanon Valley had 
just two shots on goal the entire game.

“We played hard for each other after the 
fi rst 20 minutes or so. The effort put us in 
a position to win and I was pleased with 
our ball movement at times. We will work 
on the discipline in our style but we made 
progress today,” said head coach John Su-

moski.
The Lady Colonels (3-4-1) next play Man-

hattanville this Sunday at Ralston Field in
an important Freedom Conference match.
The game begins a stretch of four straight at
home that the women can use to help build
on their record.

BY DANIEL KAUTZ 
Beacon Asst. Sports Editor 

BY DANIEL KAUTZ 
Beacon Asst. Sports Editor 

Football 
DNP 

Field Hockey 
W 2-0 Gwynedd Mercy 

W 8-1 Keystone 

Men's Soccer 
L 6-0 Dickinson 

L 1-0 @ Elizabethtown 

Women's Soccer 
T1-1 LVC 

L 1-0@ NYU 

Women's Tennis Volleyball 
w 5-1 LVC W 3-1 @ Lycoming 

Doubles: 2-1 L 3-1 @ DeSales 
Singles: 3-0 Cross Country 

Men's Tennis 
Muhlenberg Tournament 

Cougar Classic: 
Women-7th 

Singles: 2-4 
Men-9th 

Doubles: 2-1 
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Take the drive and vis-
it the Bloomsburg Fair 
now until Saturday.  The 
gates open at 7:00a.m. 
and close at 9:00p.m.

Visit Cold Stone Creamery 
in Moosic and buy an ice 
cream from 6:00p.m. to 
9:00p.m.  25% of all prof-
its will be donated to the 
Salvation Army.  

Field Hockey continues domination of opponents
Team remains undefeated after 7
BY ALISSA LINDNER
Beacon Sports Editor

When you’re hot, you’re hot and that’s 
exactly the word to describe the Lady  
Colonels fi eld hockey team.

The forwards have worked together for 
a combined 26 goals on the season while 
the defense and goalkeepers have allowed 
just fi ve goals in the cage.  The midfi eld 
has consistently transitioned the ball from 
one end of the fi eld to the other throughout 
the season. Oh yeah and, 
the team is also undefeat-
ed seven games into the 
season, making the 2008 
season the best start in 
team history.

The Lady Colonels 
were in action this week 
with three games in seven 
days.  On Monday Sep-
tember 15 the team trav-
eled to Arcadia Univer-
sity in Glenside, PA, and 
then hosted Gwynedd 
Mercy on Thursday Sep-
tember 18 and Keystone 
College on Saturday 
September 20.

The team easily de-
feated Arcadia 5-0 as fi ve 
different players scored 
for the Colonels.  Senior 
forward Alyssa Koncelik 
was the only goal scorer 
of the fi rst half when she 
connected on an unas-
sisted shot 22 minutes 
into game.

Junior Jennifer Keegan 
was the fi rst to score in the second half, 
posting a goal 12 minutes in the half 
and Wilkes never looked back.  Kon-
celik forced a penalty shot shortly after 
Keegan’s goal in which junior defender 
Amanda Tilley connected on.  Freshman 
Chelsea Minix scored the Colonels fourth 

goal of the game and junior Brittney Sines 
would score the fi nal goal of the game just 
past the 60 minute mark.

Freshman goalkeeper Lindsey Davenport 
continued to perform strong as stopping the 
two shots she faced from the Knights.

The Lady Colonels returned home Thurs-
day after four straight away games as 
Gwynedd Mercy visited from Gwynedd 
Township, PA.  Senior Devon McKay 
scored fi rst for the Colonels, connecting on 

an unassisted shot 16 minutes into the game.  
Koncelik scored her fi fth goal of the season 
on a pass from freshman Amanda Peters 
and secured the win for the Lady Colonels 
in the second half.

The team posted their fourth shutout of 
the season and third straight as Davenport 

stopped the three shots she faced from the 
Griffi ns.

Saturday’s game against Keystone Col-
lege proved to be historic for the Lady Col-
onels as the team easily defeated the Giants 
8-1 in front of 120 people at Ralston Field.  
Eleven different players recorded points for 
Wilkes and freshman goalkeeper Caitlyn 
Jordan recieved her fi rst collegiate start in 
goal for the Colonels.

Minix was fi rst to score for Wilkes as she 

fi nished on a pass from Peters just under 
nine minutes into the game.  Koncelik was 
next to connect for Wilkes as she pushed in 
a pass from Minix.  Koncelik’s goal would 
prove to be the game winning goal.

Keegan and sophomore Alyson Paulaus-
kas would round out the fi rst half scoring 

for the Colonels.  Sines was credited with 
an assist on Keegan’s goal.

Keystone’s only goal of the game was 
scored 31 minutes in; however the goal 
was scored on a mistake by Wilkes.  Fresh-
man Alyssa Davis attempted to block Key-
stone’s shot but the ball defl ected back-
wards into the cage.  Nicole Macedonio 
was credited with the goal for the Giants.

The Lady Colonels would dominate 
the second half again scoring four goals.  

Koncelik would open the 
second half scoring as she 
scored her second goal of 
the game and team high 
seventh goal of the season 
on a pass from Gina Elmy.  
McKay would score the 
next two goals for Wil-
kes.  Elmy was credited 
with her second assist of 
the game on McKay’s 
fi rst goal and senior Di-
ana Wright assisted on the 
other.  Freshman Lindsey 
Raleigh would round out 
the scoring for Wilkes 
fi nishing on a pass from 
sophomore Angela Passa-
monte with seven minutes 
left in the game. 

The seventh straight win 
for the Colonels marks the 
best start in school history 
for the fi eld hockey team.

Head coach Sara Myers 
is pleased with the perfor-
mance of the whole team 
thus far.  Despite a tiring 
schedule this week, she 

believes the team is conditioned enough 
where fatigue never became an issue for 
Wilkes.

See FIELD HOCKEY
on PAGE 17

Number 23 Amanda Peters battles a Keystone defender for the ball during Saturday’s game at Ralston Field.  Wilkes 
went on to win the game 8-1.  The team will be away this week and returns home Thursday October 2 when they host 
FDU-Florham at 4:00p.m.

The Beacon/Jenna Stephens

Enjoy the production of 
“Picnic” at 8:00p.m. in the 
Dorothy Dixon Darte Cen-
ter put on by Wilkes‛ De-
partment of Theater and 
Performing Arts.

Attend the Global Part-
ners Mixer from 7:00p.m. 
to 9:00p.m. in the Miller 
Room.  The event is free 
and sponsored by Diversity 
Affairs.

It‛s that time of year 
again!  Go to the Grave-
stone Theatrical Haunted 
House in Plains, PA from 
7:00p.m. to 11:00p.m.  
Admission is $10.
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