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ducation system needs work
Workforce and higher education hearing presents issues for NEPA

BYJACQUELINE LUKAS

- With the recent cuts in educa-
tion, many people in higher educa-
‘tion and from the local workforce
expressed uncertainty about the
fufure during the hearing on “Re-
yiving our Economy: The Role of
igher Education in Job Growth
nd Development” on Monday,
March 21 at Wilkes University.
Congressman John Kline (R-
Minnesota), chairman of the com-
ittee on education and the work-
force, held a hearing in conjunction
yith Congressman Lou Barletta
(R-Hazelton) with two panels of
individuals and the overall mood of
the hearing was that of addressing
educational needs.
In his opening remarks, Barletta
ssured Kline he would leave Wil-
s University “with a very clear
picture of how Northeast Pennsyl-
vania is taking strides to reviving
our economy to a higher quality of
higher education.”
- “After years of tough economic
limes, it is clear we need to get our

economy moving again, and people
back to work,” said Barletta. “That
is why we are here today.”

The first panel, which included
James Perry, president of the Ha-
zleton City Council, and Jeffrey
Alesson, vice president of strate-
gic planning and quality assurance
at Diamond Manufacturing, ex-
pressed concern about high school
level education.

Perry said there needs to be more
collaboration and communication
between high schools and colleges
for new and emerging fields.

“In talking to students at all lev-
els, faculty, administration and
parents, there is a common thread
that is evident in what our commu-
nities need from our local colleges
and universities and that is a lack
of communication and the need for
more collaboration,” Perry said.

Perry said one way to do this is
more cooperative education op-
portunities because these oppor-
tunities necessary to high school
students. Also, Perry said standard-
ized testing required by the state
of Pennsylvania limits valuable
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stein offers breakfast and lunch foods to students, teachers

nd the general public.

teaching time.

Alesson then stressed the need
for communication and problem
solving skills at Diamond Manu-
facturing. He said people coming
into the work force are not cur-
rently prepared with these skills
and Diamond Manufacturing has
to work with these employees to
obtain these skill types.

“While it is important that to-
day’s graduates are technically
competent, I feel that it is equally
important that they be competent
in the areas of communications and
problem solving,” Alesson said.
“Companies in today’s competi-
tive environment live and die by
their ability to communicate effec-
tively.”

Barletta said Partners in Edu-
cation, a project that he is “very
proud of,” brings together local
industries, school districts and stu-
dents. PIE shows students the local
opportunities that exist for them,
allows local industry to talk to stu-
dents about the basic work skills

SEE EDUCATION, Page 3

BY DEVONI NOVAK
Staff Writer

Einstein Brothers Bagels may
no longer occupy the café space in
UCOM after its five-year contract
runs out this summer. The univer-
sity is undecided about whether or
not to renew the contract.

“It depends on what the students
would like,” said Helen Hoban,
district manager for Sodexo, the
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Sterling on life support

High school students protested the potential demolition of the
Hotel Sterling building last week. The building is a historical
landmark for the city, but because renovation plans have fallen
through, it was announced it will be destroyed.

Einstein Bros. Bagels may be replaced

company which handles Wilkes’
on-campus dining.

However, there are mixed feel-
ings about whether Einstein should
stay or go. The fate of Einstein will
be a university decision based on
student feedback from question-
naires.

“Based on the sales it’s not ter-
ribly popular,” Hoban said. “That’s
one of the reasons why we’re look-
ing at other options. We’d like to
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find something that students may
use more and enjoy more.”

To determine what the students
want, a flavor profile survey was
sent out two weeks ago in which
general questions were asked to
determine the university’s dining
preferences. The questionnaire
asked questions about what kinds
of foods they liked and if they pre-
ferred ‘on the go’ or ‘sit down.’

SEE EINSTEIN, Page 4
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P3 students request exemption from activity fees

BY AMANDA LEONARD
Assistant News Editor

Pharmacy Senate is currently seeking
alternative ways to allocate funds with a
petition or possible constitutional amend-
ment. In the past,outside funds were more
prevalent and accessible.

Recently, Student Government consid-
ered granting funds to Pharmacy Senate,
but could not due to pharmacy’s exclusiv-
ity as a professional academic organiza-
tion. Pharmacy students are looking for a
change that would not only benefit them,
but other professional student groups as
well.

Dean Mark Allen, SG adviser, noted SG
does not recognize clubs or organizations
that are exclusive in terms of funding. P3
pharmacy students decided to create a peti-
tion and bypass Student Government’s aid.

“I certainly recognize the concern from
the pharmacy students that they need a
steady stream of funding to support their
educational program initiatives,” he said.

The petition requests P3 and higher
pharmacy students to be exempted from
paying the required activities fee and keep
the money within their program.

Greg Castelli, P3 pharmacy student and
president of Pharmacy Senate, said that
the petition originated in the P3 class.

“It arose because P3 students felt that we
aren’t really getting enough benefits from
the money we are paying into the school,”
he said.

Last spring, Pharmacy Senate attempted
to get onto SG’s budget, but was not al-

wed to because of its exclusivity.

“We know that SG is taking some ac-
tions to fix it, but in the past we have not
been able to go there for help for confer-
ences and additional funds,” he said.

Benjamin Beidel, SG president, is work-
ing with the pharmacy students to figure
out a solution.
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Pharmacy students attend a pharmocatherapy of CNS disorders class. P3 students
signed a petition stating that they would prefer their activity fees be kept within
their program, to aid in the funding of professional development.

“It is SG’s position to consider any com-
plaints related to student life brought to
it by anyone of the university community
and properly investigate,” he said. “We
have done so and have taken measures to
amend our constitution to reflect that, but
have placed them on hold in light of the
petition.”

Castelli also said some pharmacy stu-
dents feel as if they are not benefiting from
paying this fee to SG and since they are
considered graduate students, in terms of
tuition and credits, they should not be re-
quired to pay the activities fee.

If exempted from the fees, the money
would help defray costs that they often
have to pay without funding.

“We really want to work with students
to get an idea of where the money will be
used,” Castelli said. “People who brought
up the idea already have ideas of what they
want to do.”

Most of the money will be used towards
professional development and resume
building skills.

“We want to help develop our students
professionally whether that’s paying for
CPR first aid courses that they have to pay
for, sending them to conferences or to an-
nual meetings,” he said.

Allen said the younger pharmacy stu-
dents would benefit as well because the
money being used for professional devel-
opment would most likely trickle down to
their classes and funds.

Pharmacy Senate’s current funds are
dwindling and a loss of between $5,000 and
$6,000 will also need to be accounted into
their yearly budget. The lack of funds may
have been an issue in the past but Castelli
noted that no one had spoken up about it.

“As undergraduates, we took advantage
of our student activity fees and this year
it’s kind of the fact that we’re trying to
make ourselves better professionally so
we can look better on resumes when we’re
trying to get jobs,” he said. “We’re moving
away from all the Casino Nights and all
the fun activities to help develop ourselves

rofessionally.”

All P3 students signed the petition. In-
formation will be discussed with under
graduate pharmacy students about future
funding during informative meetings.

Beidel said at this point, SG will make
sure that pharmacy students are properly
informed of what the removal of their ac-
tivity fee means, including their forfeiture
of any undergraduate status.

“SG will discuss and vote on the pro-
posal as a group and send either a favor

ing or opposing message to the President’s §

cabinet with our collective reasoning for
doing so and any alternatives that may feel
appropriate,” he said.

However, both Allen and Castelli be-"
lieve that the petition is gaining more mo-

mentum and pharmacy students have more
motivation behind it.

“The amendment has been slowed down "

until we determine where the petition will
end up going,” Allen said. “There needs to
be some sort of answer and clarification.”

There will be an informational forum at
4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April 13 for any
interested students to discuss the issues of
the fees and to clear up any misinforma-
tion about it.

“I think it’s important that students come |
out and hear whatever everyone has to say, |

to either confirm or retract their signing of
the petition,” Castelli said.

Allen noted that the even if pharmacy
students do get the funding, there will still
be unanswered questions.

“If either pass, it still leaves a degres
of uncertainty as to how much each yea
would be dedicated to pharmacy students,
because they’re part of the governance
process,” Allen said. “But they need a
steady, fixed dollar amount which is based
on P3 student activity fees.”

CONTACT AMANDA LEONARD AT:
amanda.leonard1@wilkes.edu
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Safe Rides hits rough patch, few students misusing program

BY KIRSTIN COOK
News Editor

A few students have been using the Safe
Rides program as their personal cab ser-
vice.

If students are intoxicated or concerned
about friends driving while under the influ-
ence, Wilkes provides the Safe Rides pro-
gram to transport students back to campus
safely. However, some students have been
abusing this option and using it for purpos-
es other than this intention.

Mark Allen, dean of student services, said
health and wellness services uses the cab
bills to record the locations that students
are traveling to and from via Safe Rides.
These bills showed students taking trips
from points on-campus to off-campus loca-
tions, riding from off-campus spots to other
off-campus places and calling cabs in the
early morning or daytime.

Allen said these types of rides are most
likely not related to alcohol and therefore
not following the goal of the program.

“It is a program that is limited to people
who are either under the influence or with
someone who is under the influence, and
they feel they need a safe way back to cam-
pus,” Allen said.

The Safe Rides program is funded by an
alcohol education account. Allen explained
that if the program is not being used for
alcohol awareness purposes, it is taking

resources away from other anti-alcohol pro-
grams.

“We want to maximize the use of that mon-
ey. And we are still committed to the program
because it’s good, we just want it to function
as it’s supposed to,” Allen said.

Another issue that has also developed over
the last few months has been some select in-
stances of rude students, which have led cab
drivers to submit complaints to the university.

Allen said that the issues are isolated, and
Student Services is trying to intervene early
before a crisis develops. He hopes that in-
creased awareness of the program’s intent and
reminders to students to be courteous to driv-
ers will eliminate these problems.

However, there is a risk the abuse will in-
crease and the program would have to be
eliminated.

“Certainly if the trend were to continue,
there is not appropriate usage or the cab com-
pany had particular problems dealing with
problematic students to where they felt they
wouldn’t do it anymore, that would be the
risk, but I don’t think we’re there yet,” Allen
said.

Even though the cases of rude students have
been limited, Allen said they harm the reputa-
tion of the school as a whole and may cause
the cab company, Posten Transportation, to
abandon the program.

“When even isolated incidents come up,
then it reflects badly on the university, and
also we don’t want to have the cab company
come to a point and say ‘Gee, we don’t want
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Posten Transportation provides cab services for the Safe Rides program. The inten-
tion of the program is to provide safe transportation back to campus for students
in endangering situations involving alcohol consumption.

to provide this service anymore,’” Allen
said.

Allen would like to bring more publicity
to Safe Rides to clarify the objective of the
service. He also noted that many students
are unaware of the program altogether, so
awareness would allow them to take advan-
tage of it for alcohol-safety reasons.

There is information about Safe Rides
in the student handbook, but Allen said he
would like to see this material more acces-

sible to give students awareness about the
purpose of the service.

“I think we could probably be doing a better
job at creating awareness through our office
to students as to what is appropriate and what
is not appropriate,” Allen said.

Allen said he does not want to place unnec-
essary burdens on the cab company, so having
cab drivers decide what locations are

SEE SAFE RIDES, Page 5
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 needed and helps school districts to teach

basic work skills.

The second panel dealt with higher edu-
cation and education after high school: Dr.
Reynold Verret, provost of Wilkes Univer-
sity; Raymond Angeli, president of Lacka-
wanna College; Joan Seaman, executive
director of Empire Beauty Schools; and
Thomas P. Leary, president of Luzerne
County Community College.

Verret said there is a great financial need

- for Pell Grants because about 36 percent of

Wilkes students receive this type of fund-
ing in order to attend Wilkes University.

He also pointed out that first-year stu-
dents arriving at Wilkes are not prepared
for the college experience and that high

' school students need to come out of college

with basic skills.
“Too many high school graduates arrive
ill-prepared for college,” Verret said.

BARLETTA

Angeli said he wants to keep students in the
area for college and wants to get that message
out to high school students.

“We really want to send the message down
to the high school level that says, “Whatever
you need to do, whatever you want to do with
your future in education, one of (the NEPA
colleges) has the ability to offer that to you,””
Angeli said.

KLINE

Angeli said that the chal-
lenge is getting students to
stay in the area and pursue
higher education.

Seaman said that higher
education is very important
to reviving the education in
NEPA; she used her own life-
long career in the beauty in-
dustry as an example. Seaman
has been with Wyoming Val-
ley campus of Empire Beauty
School for 35 years and her
job involves creating a “total
quality school” for students.

“The cosmetology industry
and professional beauty industry can and
should be looked upon as part of the solution
to our economic recovery,” Seaman said.

She also mentioned that,job opportunities
for cosmetologists and beauty profession-
als would increase by about 20 percent,
which is much faster than other fields.

Leary said that community colleges play
a key role in higher education and now,

more than ever, the economy has greatly im-
pacted community colleges like LCCC.

“During the current economic climate, with
record numbers finding themselves unem-
ployed, the impact community colleges has
increased dramatically with more and more
individuals looking to our institutions to train
and re-train them so that they can gain a com-
petitive advantage in today’s limited work-
force,” Leary said.

Leary said that LCCC has a different goal
than other colleges and universities because
they have the task of keeping community col-
leges affordable and accessible to students.

He said that increasing tuition could be the
difference between going to college and not
going to college for those students who are
just outside of the realm of financial aid.

“If the Pell cuts proposed in HR 1 are ap-
proved, many of these students will not have
adequate resources to go to college,” Leary
said.

CONTACT JACQUELINE LUKAS AT:
jacqueline.lukas@wilkes.edu
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Students petition to re-open Towers stairwell
Residence Life limited building access to monitor activity for safety reasons

BY EMMA ZIMMERMAN
Correspondent

Safety outweighs convenience.

That's the reasoning behind the Office of
Residence Life's decision to close the stair-
wells in University Towers and force all of
the building's residents to exit through the
lobby. But the decision isn't sitting well with
the nearly 170 students that signed a petition
to get the building's stairwells re-opened.

Over spring break, Residence Life sent a
memo to University Towers' Resident As-
sistants concerning the closing of the stair-
well except for in the case of an emergency.
Residence Life’s main concern is that the
building is susceptible to people, other than
students, entering.

“We want to make this a better situation,”
Residence Life Director Elizabeth Swantek
said.

The stairwell is still open for students liv-
ing in the residence hall to travel from floor
to floor

The decision was made to remedy past
complaints about theft in the Towers build-
ing.

“Multiple people will walk in with one
swipe of a card and some are not students,”
Swantek said. “People wouldn’t ask if they
don’t recognize someone. Our main concern
is assaults. We want to maximize security.”

The problem of non-students using a card
swipe has been ongoing. Students who are
not Towers’ residents are to sign in at the
main desk. When Resident Life went to in-
spect Towers, Swantek said front desk man-
agers let them in without question.

“It just happens so readily,” she said.

While most buildings on campus always

had one entrance, Towers has two entrances
and there is no one to look after the back en-
trance.

“There are no cameras back (at the back
entrance),” she said. “There is a camera out
front and a desk manned through the high
traffic times of the day.”

With the stairwell closed, students will
have to take the elevator even if they are on
the first or second floors. Towers resident
Shawn Bookwalter, who is a P2 pharmacy
major, started a petition against the decision
and received nearly 170 signatures.

“I took everyone’s ideas and put it in
words,” Bookwalter said. “If given more
time, I think more people would have been
outspoken.”

In the petition, Bookwalter expresses con-
cerns such as class tardiness that may be
caused due to the influx of students using
the elevator.

“It doesn’t affect me as much on the first
floor,” he said. “People on the upper floors,
however, are waiting for the elevator to come
up from me taking it from the first floor, and
it hinders their time. Now they’ll have to
leave a couple minutes early for classes.”

Bookwalter met with Residence Life this
past Thursday and presented his petition.
The closing of the stairwell is temporary and
a long term solution is being planned.

“We want to have an architect come in and
have it so there’s access to the stairwell from
the main door,” Swantek said. No date is set
for the improvement in Towers because the
building will need to be inspected regarding
the fire code in order to see how the lobby
can be extended and a door put in leading
to the stairs.

“(The long term plan) would take awhile,”

Students pack into one of the two University Towers elevators. Residence Life re-
cently closed the building stairwell, so students are restricted to using the eleva-

tors to enter and exit the building.

Bookwalter said. “They did mention they’d
be willing to make compromises.”

In the petition, he outlined several possi-
bilities including having the stairwell open
during normal university hours.

“They’re concerned with safety and as-
sault, but a higher portion of assaults occur
in the evening hours,” he said.

“It is a problem that anyone can walk
in,” Swantek said. “Assaults can happen
any hour of the day. We felt it was the best
choice.”

Bookwalter’s main objection is how the
closing of the stairwell only offers students
one other option. “It’s basically locking us
in,” he said. "It’s similar to living at home
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under parents’ rule which isn’t why we come
to live on campus in college.”

“The petition did bring up important con-
cerns,” Swantek said. “If anyone has any
ideas we haven’t heard yet, come and talkfo
me or Dean Allen.”

The decision directly affects not only stu-
dents but faculties who also are in the build:
ing and will take some getting used to.

“Does it concern residents? Yes. Is it cul-
tural change? Yes,” Swantek said. “The
stairs are more convenient, but safety out
weighs convenience.”

CONTACT EMMA ZIMMERMAN AT:
emma.zimmerman@wilkes.edu
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Regardless of what decision is made, Ein-
stein employees will remain. In the case that
Einstein is eliminated, current employees
will work at whatever new venue is moved
into UCOM. Some employees are anxious
about the possible change.

Janine Davis, an Einstein employee, said
she doesn’t think the contract would be re-
newed.

“I think the students, faculty and staff
would like something different here after
five years,” she said. “They’re tired of the
same menu.”

However, not all students would agree.

“I love Einstein ... they definitely should
renew it, this is the place where everybody
comes,” said Alexandra Paranac, a freshman
business administration major.

Dan McColgan, senior electric engineer-
ing major, also thinks that Einstein should
stay.

“Einstein Bagels has been there for a
while, it has a reputation on campus and it
is part of our school identity,” said McCol-
gan. “Whatever is put in its place won’t be
as popular.”

Terrence Ives, sophomore business admin-
istration major, said that if it was replaced,
they should choose a similar coffee shop.

“I think they should keep Einstein. If they

were to release Einstein from the contract
they should consider another breakfast or
coffee venue to put in its place,” Ives said.
Nick Wesley, entrepreneurship major and
CEO of Conscious Advertising, said he
needs to know more about the possible re-
placements before he can make an opinion
on whether he believes if Einstein should
stay or go. Wesley, who is a sophomore, has

enjoyed Einstein for the time he has been at
Wilkes thus far.

“Before I can make a decision I need to
know what the other options are,” said Wes-
ley, “But so far Einstein has served me well.”

CONTACT DEVONI NOVAK AT:
devoni.novak@wilkes.edu
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SAFE RIDES

| (ontinued from FRONT PAGE
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appropriate for the program scope would
‘be impractical.
.~ If students feel like they are in an unsafe
environment, Allen said he could justify
students using the service even if this situa-
tion does not involve alcohol.

“That would be perceived as okay, that’s

common safety issue -- although it’s not
alcohol-related, the intent there is one of
safety,” Allen said.
* Allen said he could even consider broad-
‘ening the definition of the program to focus
‘on unsafe situations in general. However,
his main concern is on other uses, such as
students using the program to get a ride to
the mall.

" “The issue would be more so to, having
gone to Wal-Mart to shop and calling the
cab to bring you back to campus.” Allen
'said. “Unfortunately, as much as we would
like to provide this concierge service, that’s
not what that program is funded for.”
© Allen suggested many alternatives for
' cases like this, such as getting rides with
friends or through the Luzerne County
Transportation System buses.

Another transportation service offered is

the escort service through Public Safety. Pub-
lic Safety Manager Jerry Rebo said that this
option is for emergencies, such as if a student
is stranded. He said students need not be con-
cerned about getting trouble if they use the
service for an alcohol-related incident.

“Our rides, if we ever were to pick a student
up that has been drinking, our intention is not
calling the police, not getting them in trouble
with student affairs - our job is to get them
wherever they’re going safely,” Rebo said.

Rebo said that they have come across a few
rude students through the escort service, but
the majority are courteous.

Rebo agreed with Allen that Safe Rides
is a useful program to have, and effectively
deals with the most important matter on hand:
safety.

“We support Safe Rides, it’s a good indica-
tor that the university does care for the stu-
dents (and) that they get back safely,” Rebo
said.

The Safe Rides program has been estab-
lished for about 15 or 20 years, and Allen said
it has been working successfully up until now.
He hopes the issues of abuse will not become
a trend and threaten the program.

“We don’t want it to go away,” Allen said.

CONTACT KIRSTIN COOK AT:
kirstin.cook@wilkes.edu

Student Gov't Notes - March 23

BY AMANDA LEONARD
Assistant News Editor

American Society of Mechanical En-
gineers fund request- ASME requested
$2,006 to fund a car show that will be held
on April 16. Cars have already preregis-
tered for the show and more cars will show
up on the day of the event. Motion passes
29-1-12.

Relay for Life donation request- Stu-
dents requested a donation of $3,000 to
cover teams’ registration fees. There are
currently 19 teams registered, 14 of which
are from Wilkes University. Fundraising
for the event included bake sales, Bart and
Urby’s, Lucky’s, Hardware Bar and Friend-
ly’s socials. Relay for life will be a 24-hour
event to raise money for the American Can-
cer Society. Motion passes 27-3-10.

Tom Bigler Journalism Conference
fund request- coordinators of the confer-
ence requested $652.50 for T-shirts that
will be given as prizes and to those who run
and participate in the event. The conference

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
HAPPY HOUR

will bring in professionals from the area
and local high schools will attend inter-
active sessions throughout the day. $653
was allotted. Motion passes 29-0-11.

Spring Fling budget update -
The Spring Fling budget will total
$11,096.13. One of the two photo booths
have been eliminated to bring down the
budget. There is a goal of 300 students to
attend the event. Motion passes 29-0-11.

Treasurer’s Report:

All College: $1,834.42

Conferences: $11,900

General Funds: $ 6,550

Leadership: $3,199.00

Spirit: $2,000

Special Projects: $3,500

Start Up: $1,500

Student Government Total: $ 30,483.42

CONTACT AMANDA LEONARD AT:
amanda.leonard1@wilkes.edu
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Anti-gay church’s protests unpopular, yet legal

BY THE BEACON
Editorial Board

Perhaps it’s the controversial protest
signs—the ones that say things like “God
hates fags.”

It could be its uncanny ability to kick
grieving families in the groin when they’re
already down by showing up and picketing
a loved one’s funeral.

Or maybe it’s the organization’s over-
all lack of respect for anyone who doesn’t
share the same religious beliefs as them.

For whatever reason, a lot of people
simply do not like the Westboro Baptist
Church.

The Kansas-based parish believes the
deaths of American soldiers are God’s pun-
ishment for the United States accepting
homosexuals. And earlier this month, the
Supreme Court ruled WBC protests of mili-
tary funerals are protected under the First
Amendment.

While many consider the WBC’s hate-
filled preaching severely misguided, The

Beacon supports the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion.

Although many do not see eye-to-eye with
the WBC, its members are also American
citizens. Therefore, WBC parishioners are
guaranteed the same rights as every other
American.

Freedom of speech is one of the corner-
stones of American society. Had the jus-
tices ruled the WBC didn’t have the right to
picket, it would have infringed on the First
Amendment rights of WBC parishioners.

If everyone agreed about everything, there
wouldn’t be a reason to guarantee freedom
of speech in the first place. In fact, freedom
of speech exists to give dissenters a voice.

WBC members choose to use their voices
to shout messages of hate.

Parishioners frequently traverse the coun-
try to picket high-profile events to gain
maximum exposure for their cause. Last
November, five WBC members were sched-
uled to picket the funeral of Hughestown’s
Dale Kridlo, an American soldier killed in
Afghanistan.
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The WBC never showed up, but the threat
of its appearance caused uproar in the com-
munity.

Hundreds of people, who probably would
not have attended Kridlo’s funeral had the
WBC not scheduled a protest, came out to
pay tribute to the fallen soldier and thank
him for serving his country.

More often than not, that’s what a WBC
protest looks like.

On one street corner, you’ve got the WBC
holding signs that read “Mourn for your
sins” and “America is doomed.”

On the opposite street corner, you’ve
got a significantly larger amount of people
holding signs with phrases like “God hates
signs” and “I bet hell is fabulous.”

However, the same law that protects an in-
dividual’s right to counter-protest the WBC
also protects the church’s right to spread its
message — regardless of how vile, disgusting
or distasteful that message happens to be.

Although WBC protests are perhaps some
of the most well-known demonstrations,
they are not the most common. Americans
frequently protest government policy, injus-
tices in the workplace and civil rights.

If the Supreme Court ruled WBC mem-
bers didn’t have the right to exercise their
beliefs, it would have been the court’s first
step down a treacherous path. It would
have set a legal precedent that said it’s OK
to censor speech with which the majority
doesn’t agree.

Citizens need not endorse a viewpoint
that is different than theirs. If they do not
agree with something that is presented be-
fore them, Americans may voice their dis-
satisfactions in the form of a legal protest.

Although the WBC likely won’t win any
popularity contests anytime soon, its voice
is necessary. If the Supreme Court hit the
mute button on these protesters, what would
prevent the justices from censoring the First
Amendment rights of others?

There are American citizens who exercise
their First Amendment rights to do good.
Unfortunately, there are also American cit-
izens who use those same rights for, well,
what the WBC does.

But it is in America’s best interest to keep
both voices alive.

And consistent with the Founding Fathers’
belief in the marketplace of ideas, the good
speech will triumph over the bad.

BEACON POLL

The Beacon poll is unscientific
and does not claim to reflect the
overall attitudes of students on
the Wilkes campus. This poll is
based on 11 responses.

Last week’s question:

Do you depend on Pell Grants for
your college tuition?

* Yes 36%
. No 64%

This week’s question:

If Westboro Baptist Church
parishioners held a protest in
Wilkes-Barre, would you pro-
test their appearance?

« Yes
« No

Cast your vote online at:

C www.wilkesbeacon.com y,

The Beacon wants
to hear your voice.

Send your name, major, year and opinion to:
wilkesbeacon.oped@gmail.com

The Beacon reserves the right to edit
submitted pieces for space and content.
Anonymous letters will not be published.
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OPINION

Adolescents should never disregard
their rights for free speech in school

BY STEPHANIE WILKIE
Staff Writer

In continuation of my last article ad-
dressing the Keystone Exams, I would

L like to share my “almost arrested” story.

Furthermore, I’d like to add my thoughts
on adolescents speaking freely.

My junior class in high school just fin-
ished the PSSAs and I was not happy.
Even the principal of our school person-
ally addressed our classes expressing his
frustration toward a test only the govern-
ment cares about. As a staff writer of my
high school’s journal, I saw the perfect
opportunity to publicize my frustration to-
wards the PSSAs.

As it turns out, some people are not too
happy with people expressing their frus-
trations. In my article, I bashed politicians
for creating the test. I bashed the govern-
ment who ultimately prevented my entire
junior class from seeing President Barack
Obama speak at a local university (before
he was elected as president, which means
my entire class could have been voting for
him).

I bashed teachers who would not let me
read a teenage romance novel when I fin-
ished the math test because the surface
area of a cylinder may have been hand-
written within its contents.

However, 1 also bashed other students
who I knew were cheating on the test.
Most students had high expectations for
their grade (or maybe their parents did)
while some could care less and circled
“ABCD” the whole way. At any rate, be-
cause I pointed out in print that students
were not playing fair, I was subjected to
a meeting with the assistant principal, my
journal adviser and the dean of students.
All three supported my effort to call to at-
tention that the PSSAs were a load of fe-
ces. However, they were not pleased with
the fact that if I did publish the article, the
cops would have to “bring me in for the
night, seize the cell phones of my entire
junior class, search their phone records
and cancel all of their scores.”

Part of me was screaming, “Just do it.
This is your chance to stomp the feet of
government officials.” But this might have
ruined my chance of becoming an editor
the following year and gotten my entire
class to despise me, so I thought it better
to avoid this situation.

My adviser told me teachers need some-

one like me on their side to support the ha-
tred of standardized testing, but at 17 years
old I should not be in jail.

This incident calls to attention that adoles-
cents are often afraid to speak their minds.
School officials take it into their hands to
stop any means of violence or offensive
speech that may lead to danger. In my case,
it was clear I had the choice to print the “jail-
bait” language, but if I had it would have put
me in prison. Most students do not realize
they have the right to express themselves re-
gardless of who says no.

Newspapers are often open to accepting
any letters to the editor. Although editors do
have the right to edit or refuse to print these
letters, these letters are often printed re-
gardless of their contents. However, in high
school, the case alters.

What the letter is regarding and how offen-
sive it is are both factors high school officials
must take into consideration before printing
anything. These precautions are necessary if
the student might be put into jail, but limit-
ing a person’s freedom of speech challenges
the First Amendment.

Oppressing adolescents’ freedom of
speech can lead to danger outside of print-
ed opinions. Students can become afraid to
stand up for themselves. The effects of bul-
lying in high school are not news to anyone.
By telling students that speaking up can lead
to danger, students may think speaking up in
an already-dangerous situation could lead to
more trouble.

The right to express one’s self begins at
youth and flourishes as students develop
their creativity into successful venues. But
high school is beginning to tell students
that saying what you want and living as you
please is by no means acceptable in this so-
ciety.

I remember my first week of classes at
Wilkes. Professors were cursing left and
right, and making sexual innuendos in Pow-
erPoint presentations. Students wore dresses
provocatively in September. Students were
discussing sex, drugs and alcohol in class
discussions. Propaganda was everywhere.

Adolescents should be exposed to this
nature of being. The government and high
school administration should ease back on
their uptight “ban individuality” campaign
and let the future reigning generation live by
the words of Neil Young.

“Keep on rockin’ in the free world.”

CONTACT STEPHANIE WILKIE AT:
stephaine.wilkie@wilkes.edu

The most dangerous legal
thing one is permitted to do

BY ANTHONY TRUPPO
Opinion Editor

When I was a child, my doctor taught
me the three fundamental rules of driving:
deer have a death wish, everyone out there
wants to kill you and most importantly,
driving is the most dangerous legal thing
one can do.

According to the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, 33,808 fa-
tal motor vehicle accidents occurred in
20009.

Although this is the lowest number on
record, there are still 11 people being
killed in motor vehicle accidents for every
100,000 people in the United States. I feel
that drivers need to take action to make
this number even lower.

I believe the main problem is many driv-
ers of all ages are either unaware of the
fundamental rules of driving or choose to
ignore these rules outright.

These are rules even children are aware
of, such as driving the speed limit, refrain-
ing from tailgating and slowing down in
nasty weather.

Perhaps the simplest rule of driving in-
volves paying attention to traffic lights.
My three-year-old cousin can tell you
a green light means “go” and a red light
means “stop.” Oddly, grown men and
women do not seem to understand this
concept.

I cannot tell you how many times I have
seen people turn on red lights in Wilkes-
Barre without even slowing down to
check for traffic.

Even though Pennsylvania allows right
and left turns on red in certain cases, peo-
ple need to consider the undeniable truth
that they are often not the only drivers on
the road.

Driving can be compared to running
through a battlefield inte enemy territory,
gun in hand. A vehicle is a weapon and
drivers not only need to watch what they
are doing, but what everyone else is doing

&
as well, hence the second fundamental rule
of driving. You may know the entire manual
by heart, yet being the most careful driver on
the planet will not always protect you from
other drivers.

The thing that angers me most about dan-
gerous drivers is tailgating, which accord-
ing to the Highways Agency, the organiza-
tion responsible for maintaining the road
network in England, factors into more than
one-third of all driving accidents in England.
Since tailgating occurs everywhere, this sta-
tistic is likely the same in the U.S.

Driving 62 miles per hour rather than 60
will not make a significant different in get-
ting you home in time to catch “Dancing
With the Stars.”

Also, do not forget deer have a death wish
and if one was to dash in front of your ve-
hicle and you were to hit the brakes, the tail-
gater would have no choice but to create a
deer-car-car sandwich.

Returning to the concept of a vehicle as
a weapon, some drivers use their vehicles
as instruments of intimidation, engaging in
what is widely known as road rage. AAA
conducted a survey on 526 drivers and dis-
covered over 90 percent of those surveyed
had experienced road rage incidents within
the past year.

Whereas some acts of road rage are rather
harmless, such as uttering expletives under
one’s breath, aggressive acts can lead to ac-
cidents. The survey revealed 62 percent of
drivers were victims of tailgaters and 1 per-
cent claim to have been physically assaulted
by human hands.

Although road rage is often inevitable,
drivers should try to release their frustra-
tions in ways that will not harm others or
themselves.

Remember, driving is a not a right, but a
privilege that should not be abused.

Using common sense while driving can
not only save your life, but lives of others
as well.

CONTACT ANTHONY TRUPPO AT:
anthony.truppo@wilkes.edu
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Playboy not a smut-filled publication, provides a good read

BY PHAT NGUYEN
Assistant Sports Editor

I used to laugh at people who told me
they read Playboy for the articles, but when
I heard a fellow mass media connoisseur’s
opinion on the matter, I was surprised and
quickly found myself in search of the noto-
rious publication. I could care less for the
nude photos honestly; I was really much
more impressed with the level of entertain-
ment.

Coming from a pretty conservative family,
I would probably never be able to subscribe
to something like Playboy’s genre even if I
really did just care for a good read.

From the Playboy issues 1 have read, I
have quickly found that the magazine tar-
gets a younger demographic. Playboy offers
a full course load of entertainment: sports,
music, movies, popular culture, politics,
economics, electronics and even beautiful
women with minimal clothing. I was most
surprised with the magazine’s quality of
writers. In fact, Playboy has a long history
of publishing short stories by notable au-
thors such as Margaret Atwood, Arthur C.
Clarke, Ian Fleming, Vladimir Nabokov, P.
G. Wodehouse and Kurt Vonnegut.

[ really like the movie section. What I re-
ally enjoyed was how the advertising played
into the actual articles. Many of the ads did
run and played into the stories quite suc-

cessfully. Quite a bit of the ads also featured
were cool things to check out such as Fer-
raris, first aid kits, different types of alcohol
and how to buy cigars. The goal it seems is
to be clever and concise with cartoons and
humorous punch lines.

As an avid reader of Maxim, 1 can tell you
Playboy is hands down the better option.
I like Playboy’s “20 Questions” feature,
which I feel is much more hip and informa-
tive. These are not the short interviews that
lack depth, but more of writers asking ques-
tions that people who don’t write would be
asking, basically the real deal.

There never seems to be a cutoff for spac-
ing. They have more info boxes with some
really great statistics, and the articles are
rather meaty and full of life. Playboy also
offers something a little different from other
similar magazines, targeting people of my
demographic with articles such as the social
agenda of the 112th Congress followed by
Playmate news.

Playboy s March 2011 issue offered 20 dif-
ferent ads and 30 different articles. The ad
pages were about 42 to the 84 actual pages
for articles and photos. Based on those num-
bers, Playboy doesn’t seem to be run solely
on ads and sponsorship, but perhaps the
sale of its own photography and image. In

fact, the Playboy bunny is probably one of

the most popular trademarked icons in the
world.
The pictures are what sell the magazine.

They find attractive female celebrities and
take tasteful pictures of them. Yes, there is a
fair share of naked women in this magazine,
but I feel the pictures for the most part are
tasteful and classy.

The overall feel is artistic rather than over-
bearing. I would probably say that has a lot
more to do with the photographers than the
girls. I like that they are virtually all in clas-
sic pin-up format. Similar publications like
Hustler and Penthouse try to push the enve-
lope and show really graphic scenes.

Playboy, at the very worst, is mildly soft-
core pornography. I would argue that Maxim,
FHM and Cosmopolitan clearly depict more
porn content when compared to Playboy,
because their pictures are very suggestive,
showing women lusting for sex and lying
around in beds. In Playboy, however, they
are just women modeling nude, something
which I consider artistic.

If you enjoy really solid articles about all
kinds of topics relating to our society, I can’t
think of a better magazine than Playboy for
a general overview targeting males ages 18-
35. Perhaps GQ does, but Playboy is deserv-
ing of much more than it’s given in terms
of writing and actual entertainment/news.
Playboy is a much better magazine than it

is given credit for, and I give it a stamp of

approval.

CONTACT PHAT NGUYEN AT:
phat.nguyen@wilkes.edu

The Beacon/Thomas Reilly
Even though consumers often purchase
Playboy magazine for the pictures, the
articles should not be ignored. The ar-
ticles are well-written, interesting and
informative.

United States involvement

BY THE BEACON
Editorial Board

Look before you leap is an old saying,
but it is applicable to nearly every situa-
tion in life. It is used in a figurative manner
to say people should think before they do
sofething. Examples range from picking
out fruit at the supermarket to selecting a
college to literally looking before you leap.

Another pertinent situation is the United
States’ involvement in world conflicts. The
ones in which we aren’t directly, inherently
involved. An example of this would be the
conflict in Libya.

For example, America went to war with
Iraq when, unbeknownst at the time, its
most important reason, weapons of mass
destruction, was a sham.

The lies President George W. Bush spout-
ed out have since created a huge coffee
stain on the pants of time. After spending
billions of dollars destroying and rebuild-
ing a country divided by citizens who want

us there and citizens who never have, it is
important to continue asking this question:
What was it all for?

The usual answer in this situation is the
Iraqi people are free, thanks to U.S. in-
volvement. Also, there are tons of countries
not practicing democracy. England still has
a monarchy, but we let this go because they
also have a parliament and we think the
monarchy is just a group of figureheads.
This isn’t actually true.

They are leaders in the military and gov-
ernment alike. Millions of British citizens’
dollars are given to the monarchy every
year as “allowance.”

Assuming the U.S. government is fully
aware of how the royal family has exploit-
ed what they only are allowed because they
consider it their “birthright,” why haven’t
we gone to war with England? Because
giving the gift of democracy is frankly not
a good enough reason. This didn’t work
when we did it in Vietnam, so to do it now
is to not learn from history.

in world conflict frivolous

The other major reason the U.S. got in-
volved with Iraq is Iraq was having con-
flicts within their own borders. So we pre-
vented one war with a bigger war.

Albert Einstein once said, “You cannot
simultaneously prevent and prepare for
war,” meaning you actually can’t prevent
war with war. War for peace is moot, be-
cause it is an oxymoron.

It is important to note the U.S. has <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>