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Middle East Relations Expert Offers Insights on War and Peace 
BY KRISTIN KILE 
Beacon Correspondent 

Phyllis Bennis, specialist in Middle East 
and United Nations issues, spoke to students, 
faculty, and Wilkes-Barre community members 
on Thursday, November 13, 2003 in the Henry 
Student Center Ballroom about world issues 
and international relations. 

The main focus of the lecture was the ef­
fectiveness and purpose behind United States 
sanctions in Iraq and the Middle East. Fol­
lowing her presentation, the audience had an 
opportunity to ask questions and probe the 
issues Bennis raised. 

Bennis has had firsthand experience in Iraq 
and the Middle East. For 25 years, she has 
been a writer, analyst, and activist on Middle 
East issues. She made clear, during her pre­
sentation, what her views and beliefs were on 
these issues. 

"We are living, I think, in a time of empire, a 
time very similar to that of the empires of old," 
said Bennis. "In fact, I think it actually is very 
much like the Roman Empire, the era that we 
are living in today. One of the biggest differ­
ences is that the military reach, the economic 
clout, the cultural influence, the diplomatic 
power that the U.S. has is far greater than any­
thing any Roman Emperor ever dreamed of. 
That should give us pause. That should make 

us very concerned about the future of our de­
mocracy." 

Dr. Sam Merrill, Professor of Mathematics/ 
Computer Science, attended Bennis' presenta­
tion and generally agreed with her on many of 
the issues she raised. "I'm concerned about 
the policy of the U.S. in the world," said Merrill. 
"And what was said this evening about what 
the U.S. really is doing is developing what could 
be called an empire .. .! have thought that for 
some time. I'm seeing that there are certainly a 
number of people, certainly the speaker 
tonight...saying that is what is going on." 

Bennis offered strong views on the U.S. oc­
cupation in Iraq. In both her lecture and during 
the question and answer period following, she 
argued that the U.S. should get out oflraq im­
mediately and let the United Nations take over. 

"There should be a short-term, U.N.-run 
peace keeping occupation, including economic, 
humanitarian and political officials whose job it 
is help the Iraqis claim the sovereignty, reverse 
the privatization scheme, create elections, hold 
elections, draft a constitution and then get out," 
said Bennis. "That's what I think should hap­
pen. I don't think it's a very likely scenario." 

During the discussion segment; the idea of 
the U.S. bringing back a draft was mentioned. 
Bill Ritter, a junior history major at East 
Stroudsburg University said he had found a 

Wilkes University senior sociology major Sarah Brandt of Blairstown. New Jersey, won 
the Student Paper Competition at the 53rd Annual Meeting of the Pennsylvania 
Sociological Society {PSS) held recently at the California University of Pennsylvania in 
California, Pa. Her paper, "Religious Homogamy and Marital Sa,tisfaction: Couples 
that Pray Together, Stay Together," examined the relationship between people who­
marry within or outside their own religious group and marital satisfaction. In addition 
to receiving a monetary award, Brandt will be invited to publish her article in the Fall 
2004 issue of Sociological Viewpoints. 

Information and picture courtesy ofwww.wilkes.edu 

notice on the-Selective Service 
website encouraging people to 
join the selective service. 

Bennis responded by say­
ing, "Of course there is a draft 
already in operation, which we 
shouldn't overlook, which is 
the poverty draft that forces 
people into the military be­
cause it's the only opportunity 
they have to get an education. 
There is the danger of the draft 
being reinstated. I don't think 
it's likely to happen anytime 
soon." 

While Bennis and many 
others did not think the draft 
would be reinstated anytime 
soon, there were mixed emo­
tions in the audience about 
whether there should be a draft 
at all. 

Frede'fi ck Seabrook, a 
freshmen history major at 
Wilkes University is for the 
draft being reinstated. He 
served in the army for nine 

Middle East 
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Phyllis Bennis, specialist in Middle East and 
United Nations issues, discussed United States 
occupation in Iraq on Thursday November 13, 
2003 in the Henry Student Center Ballroom. 

Farley Library Recieves 
Valuable Donations 
BY JAMIE BABBITT 
Beacon Correspondent . 

Any library becomes an even more im­
portant resource after numerous donations 
and additions become available to constitl!­

sively in time, so they should be a real ben~ 
efit to the history majors if they are interested 
in the history of democracy. They ·should be 
of benefit to political science students. They 
also should be a benefit to communications. 

ents. This week the Eugene S. Farley Li- Public debate students interested in how to 
brary-and the Wilkes University commu- create a convincing debate can just look back 
nity-got just such a boost. at some of these Senate floor debates and 

Among the noteworthy donations that check to see how·the vote went and see who 
came Wilkes's way recently are rare Senate Archives 
documents and speeches donated by Fed-
eral Circuit Judge Max Rosenn and several continued on page 5 
significant Wilkes archives.---,------.. --------------. 
donated by Dr. Harold Cox, re- Inde~:", 
tired history professor and 
University Archivist. 

According to Brian Sacolic, 
Co-Director of the Eugene S. 
Farley Library, the donated 
items wil I benefit the entire 
Wilkes community. 

"[Rosenn's donation] is a 
collection of U.S. Senate docu­
ments, speeches, and floor de­
bates going back very exten-
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Student Government members celebrated Santa's arrival to the valley on Saturday, November 15, 2003 at Wilkes­
Barre's annual Christmas Parade. The Parade kicked off the holiday shopping season by getting all who attended 
in the Christmas spirit. 
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BY MARIAM FAM 
Associated Press Writer 

MOSUL, Iraq (AP)- Two Black Hawk 
helicopters collide_d and crashed in northern 
Iraq, killing 17 American soldiers and 
injuring at least five. One helicopter 
smashed into the roof of a house, witnesses 
said, amid reports one of the aircraft was 
shot down. 

On the day that the U.S. death toll 
since the war began passed the 400 mark, 
the Iraqi Governing Council endorsed a U.S. 
plan Saturday that would create a provi­
sional government by June. The transfer of 
power would provide Washington with an 
"exit strategy" in the face of escalating 
guerrilla warfare. 

The two Black Hawks, whicl):_be­
longed to the I 01 st Airborne Division, went 
down Saturday night in the Borsa residen­
tial neighborhood of Mosul, Iraq's third­
largest city. 

A statement by the U.S. command 
said one helicopter was carrying a quick 
reaction force and the other ferried soldiers 
on a transport mission in northern Iraq. One 
soldier remained unaccounted for after the 
crash. 

The statement did not give the cause 
ofthe crash, although some soldiers at the 
scene said at least one of the Black Hawks 
may have been hit by ground fire. 

"The cause of the incidents are under 
investigation," the statement said. "We will 
not speculate on the cause of these 
crashes." 

The crash occurred about 6:30 p.m. 
after sundown, but both pilots were 
qualified for limited visibility flying, the 
military said. 

The statement said the site was 
secured by U.S. troops, Iraqi police and 
firefighters. The aircraft came frqm the 101 st 
Airborne Division from Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky. 

One soldier at the scene told The 
Associated Press he heard that one of the 
helicopters was hit by a rocket-propelled 
grenade before it crashed. A U.S. military 
spokesman said such reports were "at best 
speculative." 

One witness, Nafe Younis, said he . 
was sitting on the roof of his house when 
he saw the rotor blades of the two helicop­
ters hit each other. 

One of the helicopters then "hit into 
the house and a few minutes later it went 
ablaze," said Younis, who lives across the 
street from where one of the helicopters 
crashed. 

Insurgents shot down two helicopters 
this month - a Chinook transport helicopter 
on Nov. 2, killing 16 soldiers, then a Black 
Hawk on Nov. 7, killing all six soldiers on 
board. 

Earlier in the day; a I st Armored 
Division soldier was killed by a roadside 
bomb in Baghdad, putting American 
casualties since the March invasion of Iraq 
over 400. 

The plan for a new Iraqi government 
reflected Washington's desire to speed up 
the handover of power as attacks against 
American occupation forces grow more 
sophisticated and deadly. The Bush 
administration dropped its ·insistence that a 
constitution be drawn up and elections held 
before the transfer takes places. 

However, one of the 24 members of 
Iraq's Governing Council warned that 
"execution of the plan won't be easy" 
without improvement in the security 
situatioQ and a revival of Iraq's economy." 

The council, which has acted as Iraq's 
interim administration since it was appointed 
in July, announced a set of deadlines that 
would give Iraq a provisional national 
assembly by May, a transitional administra­
tion with full sovereign powers in June and 
an elected government before the end of 
2005. 

With the return_of sovereignty in 
June, the U.S. military occupation will 
formally end, although American forces are 
expected to remain in Iraq under a new 
arrangement to be worked out with the 
Iraqis. 

Until a constitution is drafted and 
adopted, a basic law will be promulgated by 
the Governing Council and take effect in 
February. 

The law, according to an official 
statement, would establish a democratic and_ 
federal state that "respects the Islamic 
identity of the majority of the Iraqi people 
with the guarantee of the 1ight of other 
religions an,d sects." 

It will enshrine respect for human 
rights and ensure equality of members of the 
country's ,diverse religious and ethnic 
groups. 

The new timetable replaced a political 
blueprint by L. Paul Bremer, the top U.S. 
official in Iraq, that envisaged a new 
constitution and a democratic government 
for Iraq before the end of 2004. The plan fell 
apart when council members could not agree 
on how to proceed with drafting a constitu-
tion. 

The new timetable represented a 
victory for Iraqi politicians who have been 
lobbying strongly for a quick transfer of 
power. 

"It is a great day in the history of 
Iraq," said Entifadh Qanbar, spokesman for 
council member Ahmad Chalabi. "We 
always called for restoring Iraq's sover­
eignty and this has become possible by this 
plan which was agreed upon by the Govern­
ing Council and our American friends." 

Qanbar said the accelerated plan will 
be an important step in ridding the country 
of Saddam Hussein loyalists believed 
behind many of the.attacks on U.S. troops. 

However, Mahmoud Othman, one of 
five Kurds on the council, warned _that 
implementing the timetable could prove 
difficult because of the security situation 
and acute unemployment, estimated 
between 60 and 70 percent. 
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Downtown Revitalization Discussions Held 
BY KEVIN FITZSIMMONS 
Beacon Correspondant 

A group of involved Wilkes­
Barre citizens are striving toward 
one main goal: to tum their coal 
town into a diamond city. 

The Diamond City Partnership 
(DCP) sponsored an assembly for 
area residents and business mem­
bers who live, work, or shop in the 
downtown on Monday November 
10. A large group of citizens-in­
cluding Wilkes University stu­
dents-gathered inside the Kirby 
Center to discuss the current con­
dition of Wilkes-Barre and offer 
suggestions for improvement. 

Founded in 2001, DCP de­
scribes itselfas "an alliance of vari­
ous local community organiza­
tions and individuals brought to­
gether with the common goal of 
beautifying and enriching Down­
town Wilkes-Barre over the course 
of several years." This according 
to its website1 

www.diamondcitypartnership.com. 
During Monday's meeting, 

DCP offered a brief presentation 
of the results from a market study 
conducted byrLincoln Property 
Company; a real estate firm out of 
Philadelphia. . 

"The biggest barrier to the 
downtown being revitalized was 
the business climate," explained 
Jim Stevenson, Vice President of 
Lincoln Property Co., .during his 
slide show presentation of the mar-

ket study. According to Stevenson, 
Wilkes-Barre's lack ofleadership, as 
well as its unwelcoming and unhelp­
ful local government contributed to 
it's "bad" business climate. 

After Stevenson's presentation, 
fifteen stations with maps of the 
downtown were set up where people 
could offer their input on the revi­
talization of Wilkes-Barre. Those in 
attendance were given four dots, 
two red and two green. The green 
dots were to be placed on areas that 
people liked, while the red dots were 
supposed to go in areas that people 
disliked. These perspectives on 
Wilkes-Barre are necessary for 
those who will begin looking into 
new ways to physically· redevelop 
the vicinity. 

According to organizers, the lo­
cation of the dots will give insight 
as to how people feel about the cur­
rent downtown area. 

"Wilkes-Barre has some of the 
best basics that you need to have a 
successful downtown," said 
Stevenson during his speech. One 
of those "basics" includes the down­
town schools, Wilkes and Kings. 

Many university students from 
area colleges and universities at­
tended in conjunction with the 
"Downtown Collegetown" Initia­
tive, which works with community 
organizations, such as DCP, as well 
as local colleges and universities 
and local city and county govern­
ments. 

Paul Zawislak, a sophomore 
pharmacy major and participant in 
the town gathering, placed one of 
his green dots on the Wilkes 
greenway and the other on the ri­
verbed. "I really like open spaces," 
Zawislak said. 

According to many in atten­
dance, Wilkes-Barre's business cli­
mate may need help due to the is­
sues that surround the movie the­
ater project, as well as parking and 
lighting. But Diamond City Partner­
ship representatives noted that the 
progression of the theater project 
will serve as a method for attracting 
even more businesses and people 
to the downtown. 

While presenting the research, 
Stevenson seemed confident in the 
revival of the downtown area, with 
12,000+ workers, 4,000+ residents, 
and 6,000+ students. 

"You have, with the newly 
elected mayor and council, a com­
mitment to be very pro-business­
w hi ch is also pro-resident," 
Stevenson said. 

The turnout for the event was 
larger than expected, proving that a 
lot of local people care about the 
revitalizat,ion of the downtown as 
well as the possible effect changes 
may have on the surrounding ar­
eas. 

"I believe involving the citizens 
of Wilkes-Barre was a step in the 
right direction," said Zawislak. 

The results of the session on 

The Beacon/T. Mick Jenkins 
Vice President of Lincoln Property Company, Jim Stevenson 
explains the revitalization of downtown Wilkes-Barre on Monday 
November 10, 2003. 

Monday were · used in a two-day 
meeting in the Henry Students cen­
ter where residents were able to 
meetthe architects who will be draw­
ing up plans on renovating the 
downtown. The architects pre­
sented their drafts to the public on 
Saturday. 

All of the new ideas and con-

cepts will be presented to the town 
at a meeting scheduled to take place 
on Monday, December I in the 
Kirby Center. For more information 
on the market study and revitaliza­
tion of downtown Wilkes-Barre, go 
to www.wilkes-barre .org or 
www:diamondcitypartnership.org. 

Wilkes Hosts Einployee Appreciation Event 
BY JOE DeANGELIS 
Beacon Correspondant 

The aroma of hot dogs and 
hamburgers on the grill wafted over 
the practice field at Ralston Field 
just before the Wilkes University 
Colonels and King's College Mon­
archs squared off in one of the big­
gest athletic contests of the fall 
season. The smell tantalized as a 
slight fall breeze sent it drifting from 
under a big, yellow tent where the 
first Employee Appreciation Picnic 
was held for employees of Wilkes, 
King's, and the City of Wilkes­
Barre. 

The chilly fall day failed to 
dampen the spirits of both Wilkes 
and King's fans who came out to 
see the cross town rivals go head 
to head. The Wilkes-King's foot­
ball game on Saturday marked the 
last home game of the season for 
the Colonels and was the determin- . 
ing game to see who would get into 
ECAC the playoffs. 

But there was more to Saturday 
t;;an the annual fall football con-

Picnic and post-game mixer draw city-wide participation 
test. For two hours prior to the 
game, Wilkes-Barre city employees, 
city officials, andemployees ofboth 

signed to allow city employees a 
chance to get to know each other, 
but to help bring together major 

larger community that is Wilkes­
Barre and northeastern Pennsylva­
nia," he added. 

Since this was the first year that 
___________________________ all three entities worked to come 

I think both King's, Wilkes and the city are committed to 
improving the quality of life and improving life in Wilkes­
Barre. 

-Dr. Paul Adams 
Vice President, Student Affairs 

King's and Wilkes celebrated in true 
community style~-as one group. 
Vice President of Student Affairs Dr. 
Paul Adams spearheaded and 
helped coordinate the community 
picnic with a committee to bring city 
and school employees together. 
Those in attendance included newly 
elected city council representatives 
and Mayor-elect, Tom Leighton. 

The picnic was not only de-

players who want to help improv_e 
the city ofWilkes-Barre. 

"I think both King's, Wilkes and 
the city are committed to improving 
the quality oflife and improving life 
in Wilkes-Barre," Adams said. "It's 
going to require. the collaboration 
of these three organizations:" 

"I think we all recognize that we 
have our own communities and or­
ganizations, but we're all part of a 

together in such a way, it was spe­
cially designed just for employees, 
but Adams expects that students 
will become part of the event in the 
future. 

There were several other activi­
ties designed especially for the stu­
dents, however. 

Prior to the game, the Office of 
Alumni Affairs was busy putting 
the final touches on plans to en­
courage student participation. "All 
the Wilkes students have to come 
out and show their spirit," said 
Michelle Diskin the Wilkes Univer­
sity Alumni Events Manager said 
before the game. Diskin helped set 
up the Seatbelt Safc!ty Challenge for 
the game. 

The Seatbelt Safety Challenge 
was designed by the Alumni Office 

to see how many drivers actually 
wear seatbelts when driving. Fans 
who drove to the game had their 
cars stopped to see if the driver and 
the passengers in the vehicle had 
their seatbelts on. If all of them did, 
then a point would be given to the 
school they would be rooting for. 
The school with enough points 
would win a trophy. The winner was 
announced at halftime. However, if 
there was even one person in the 
car without a seatbelt, the school 
would not get a point. 

The Wilkes Alumni Office also 
arranged for a mixer at Keenan's 
Irish Pub in the Ramada Inn down­
town on Public Square directly fol­
lowing the game. The mixer was de­
signed to get both Wilkes and 
King's supporters out together and 
a friendly raffle for Wilkes and King's 
t-shirts, sweatshirts, and other col­
lege-specific materials were given 
away. 
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Archives 
continued from page 1 

had the best argument," Sacolic said. 
According to Sacolic, the documents 

Judge Rosenn is donating to Wilkes usually 
cannot be found in ordinary libra.ies. 

"Wilkes is very lucky to get it because most 
of these materials are only available at court 
libraries or legal form libraries and now that 
he is giving these to the library, we are making 
them accessible to students as well as the 
local community, so it really should be a great 
resource for everybody," Sacolic added. 

A dedication ceremony was scheduled to 
take place last week but was postponed-due 
to an illness that caused Rosenn to be hospi ­
talized. The ceremony will be rescheduled 
when his health and busy court sche_dule al­
low. 

In addition to Rosenn's contribution, the 
Farley Library has added a new section on 
the third floor dedicated only to university 
archives. The documents and materials offer 
great insight into the history of Wilkes. The 
Wilkes University Archives section was dedi­
cated in a ribbon cutting ceremony last week. 

"Dr. Harold Cox is the ... archivist for Wilkes 
now and he has a sizable collection of any­
thing and everything that has to do with 
Wilkes. And so we are delighted and we 
have created space for such books," said Heidi 
Selecky, Co-Director of the Eugene S. Farley 
Library. 

Cox has been collecting Wilkes archives 
for 41 years. Included in the donated collec­
tion, are the complete set of Wilkes yearbooks, 
view books, catalogs, faculty handbooks, and 
an original set of the Bucknell Beacon, the 
school newspaper produced when Wilkes was 
still Bucknell University Junior College. Other 
items include valuable photographs, 40 years 
worth of faculty minutes from meetings, and 
the original charter from when Bucknell Uni­
versity Junior College became a four-year in­
stitution. 

According to Selecky, the purpose of hav­
ing these archives in the library is to have a 
central collection point for the history of 
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Dr. Harold Cox, retired history professor and University Archivist, along with Dr. Joseph {Tim) E. Gilmour celebrate valuable 
university archives donated by Cox at a ribbon cutting ceremony held last week in the Eugene S. Farley Library. 

Wilkes. Before they were compiled and or­
ganized, these documents were scattered 
across_the campu_s, but now everything can 
be found in one location. She also states 
that these two important additions to the 
library prove that the library still plays a key 
role in education 

"Everything isn't on the Internet a·nd nor 
will -everything always be on the Internet. \j 
Libraries, I think, will always have a funda- L' 

mental role in being a cultural repository as 
a window on the past and I think this will 
really be a real feather in our bonnet," con-

~ eluded Selecky. , 
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Middle East continued from page 1 
Sherriian Hills Apartments 

www.shermanhillsappartments.com 
years and was involved with the Gulf War. 
He feels that the draft is a good idea. Seabrook 
said, "Everyone wants rights . Everyone 
wants the freedom to do what we want to do 
here in the United States of America. We 
want to go overseas for vacation. Then, when 
it comes to defending our own country and 
the liberty that we have here, we don't want 
to defend them." 

He also noted that some students do not 
even have an opinion about the government 
until they hear about a possible draft. "I don't 
always agree with our leadership, but bottom 
line is I was a soldier for almost nine years," 
said Seabrook. "I would defend our country 
and do what's necessary and follow orders. 
Not only because I believe it's necessary, but 
to make sure some atrocities don't happen." 

Ritter offered a different view on the draft, 
however. "I think it is wrong," said Ritter. "I 
don't think anyone should be forced to go [to 

war] . Especially to do something that they 1 1 

don't want to, let alone possibly have to go V 
and kill other people. I mean, I don't think 
that is right at all." 

The Multicultural Affairs Office helped to 
sponsor the lecture. Andita Parker-Lloyd, 
Coordinator of Multicultural Affairs, believes 
that learning about these issues and other 
issues involving the world ties into educa-
tion. 1 

"It's important for the faculty to encour- 1../ 
age their students to embrace the outside 
learning," said Parker-Lloyd. "We have in­
ternational studies, business classes, some 

- of the things going on relate to all of the ma­
jors in some way shape or form. It just ties 
into the educational process so much. I was 
a little disappointed there weren't more stu­
dents there, bul I'm glad the community at 

-least came out." 1 / • 

The Best Looking Affordable Apartments In Wilkes-Barre 
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-Centrally Located , 
Public transportation 
Carpeting 
Air Conditioning 

Laundry Facilities 
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On Site Social Service Coordinator 
Garbage Disposal 
Stove 

300 Parkview Circle 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 18702 
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Universal Health Care: Weighing the Costs of 
Government Control 

There is no doubt that health 
care will be a major issue in the next 
presidential election and in the cam­
paigns and debates that will lead 
up to it. 

In fact, health care has 
become one of the hottest 
topics of debate amongst 
Democratic candidates as 
they compete for the party's 
nomination. The Democratic 
candidates have a wide va­
riety o_f opinions OIJ. the mat­
ter, ranging from fairly mod­
erate plans of reforming the 
existing system, to the more 
radical solution of institut­
ing a system of universal 
health care. 

Some of the Democratic 
presidential candidates like 
Carol Mosely Braun , Al 
Sharpton, Dennis Kucinich, 
and Howard Dean are advo­
cating in their speeches 
some vartiation-on the con­
cept ofuniversal health care, 
or what some refer to as "na­
tionalized health care." Oth­
ers like J_ohn Edwards, Dick 
Gephardt, and Joe 
Lieberman have offered 
more moderate appi:oaches 
that work within the existing 
system but extend coverage 
to the poor and uninsured. 
Most acknowledge the im­
portance of reaching cur­
rently uninsured children. 
All seem to acknowledge 
that there are practical implementa­
tion issues no matter which dire~­
tion we go. Democratic primary can­
didate John Kerry, for example, has 
suggested that universal coverage 
may be the only viable solution to 
the health care crisis facing this 
country. He advocates that the 
government assumes responsibility 
for paying f9r the poor. and unin­
sured children. 

Many Democrats who support 
such a system have been outspo­
ken in asking why the U.S. is one of 
the few developed, · industrialized 
superpowers that has yet to imple­
ment a nationalized, government­
controlled system ofuniversal cov­
erage for all citizens, when coun­
tri es such as Great Britain and 
Canada have done so. 

How England and Canada-­
countries that are not as welathy as 
the U.S.-- have successfully imple­
mented a national system and the 
U.S. has thus far avoided it, makes 
no sense to many. The U.S. is the 
wealthiest of nations--it can be ar-

gued then, that we should be able 
to afford universal health care for 
all as a public service,just as we are 
able to operate a public school sys-

nadian who earns $35,000 a year 
n;iight have to sacrifice $7,350 of that 
money in taxes to support the health 
care system. However, at least that 

Canadian worker has the 
comfort of knowing that he 
or she, like all other Canadi­
ans, is entitled to unlimited 
health care services. But an 
American who earns the same 
yearly salary and takes more 
of the earnings home is not 
guaranteed health care be­
cause he or she might not be 
able to afford insurance. Even 
ifaverageAmericans ca:n bud­
get for insurance, they might 
not be able to afford exten­
sive coverage. 

Another argument against 
the Canadian model is that 
health care that is of little or 
no cost because it is govern­
ment managed will also be de­
ficient in quality and accessi­

, bility. However, statitstics 
do not indicate that Canadi­
ans Jfave a shorter life span 
than Americans; nor do they 
suggest that more mistakes 
are made by doctors than in 
the U.S. 

Republicans might be hesi­
tant in supporting universal 
health care not just because 
of these objections, but also 
because Republican candi­
dates may feel bound by 
party ideology to support 
business interests. It is not in 

tern. the best interests of insurance and 
The Bush administration has drug companies and other profit­

been criticized for its suspected driven enterprises involved in health 
motives in not supporting univer- care to have it go from being "big 
sal healthcare. Oneofthemaincriti- business" to a government-run 
cisms is that the business interests public service. If this were to hap­
that run health care in this country pen, programs of cost control would 
(such as drug companies and insur- probably be ushered in, and this 
ance companies) are among the key would cut down on profit margins; 
campaign contributors to the Re- also, health care businesses would 
publican party and to the campaigns have to deal with more government 
of Republican candidates. regulations and bureaucratic red 

But it may be unfair to attribute tape. 
Republican opposition to the issue _ · The high cost of prescription 
solely to big business interests. Al- drugs and the number of Americans 
though universal health care seems · with health plans that include little 
to be a glowing solution to the prob- or no prescription drug coverage is · 
]ems of Americans who cannot af- a specific health care issue that is 
ford adequate health care and medi- causing many politicians to argue 
cal insurance, it does have its draw- that the U.S. should look to coun­
backs and potential complications. tries like Canada as a model for how 
For ex.ample, those who are critical universal coverage could offer a 
of the Canadian systein claim that solution. 
what is regarded by many as "free" The fact is, th·e same .drugs that 
government health care is not re- cost so much here are much cheaper 
ally free at all because Canadians in Canada. We know this from the 
are burdened with extra taxation stories that have been reported on 
necessary to pay for it. Thus, a Ca- in the news lately about "drug tour-

ists" - those who travel to Canada 
because they can get the medica­
tions they need at less cost than 
they can here in their own country. 
Canadian drugs are cheaper be­
cause they are subject to reason­
able government price limits. Many 
prescription drugs are exorbitant in 
cost. This is particularly difficult 
for senior citizens and those who 
are seriously ill (such as cancer and 
AIDS patients) because they re­
quire multiple medications to main­
tain their health that are very ex­
pensive. 

Even one medication can cost 
$ I 00 and sometimes much more for 
a month's supply of thirty pills. This 
could be forty, fifty, even over a 
hundred times what it costs the drug 
company to produce the medication. 
Even if other aspects of universal 
health care are considered to be too 
"impractical" to be implemented in 
this country, cost control and fair 
price regulation is one measure that 
seems reasonable. 
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Learning about Neuroscience: A New Minor at Wilkes 
BY DR. ED SCHICATANO 
Assistant Professor of Psychology 

How does the mind work? How can we 
explain the behavior of people and other ani­
mals? What goes wrong when someone is 
mentally ill or is unable to speak, or can no 
longer move or feel? What causes 
Parkinson's disease? What causes depres­
sion and anxiety? 

Neuroscience is the field of inquiry de­
voted to answering these and manyATANO 
other questions through the study of the 
nervous system (brain, spinal cord, and pe­
ripheral nerves) . As of the fall of 2003; the 
Psychology and Biology Departments at 
Wilkes University now offer an interdiscipli­
nary minor in Neuroscience. The Neuro­
science minor provides students with a ba­
sic science background emphasizing a 
broadly based, yet integrated approach to 
understanding the brain mechanisms control­
ling human or animal behavior. 

How does the mind work? How can we 
explain· the behavior of people and other ani­
mals? What goes wrong when someone is 
mentally ill or is unable to speak, or can no 
longer move or feel? What causes 
Parkinson's disease? What causes depres­
sion and anxiety? 

Neuroscience is the field of inquiry de­
voted to answering these and many other 
questions through the study of the nervous 
system (brain, spinal cord, and peripheral 
nerves). As of the fall of 2003, the Psychol­
ogy and Biology Departments at Wilkes Uni­
versity now offer an interdisciplinary minor 
in Neuroscience. The Neuroscience minor 

. . 
provides students with a basic science back-
ground emphasizing a broadly based, yet in­
tegrated approach to understanding the brain 
mechanisms controlling human or animal be­
havior. 

Neuroscience is one of the fastest grow­
ing fields in academia. In 1970, the Society 
for Neuroscience was formed and consisted 
of approximately 500 members. In 2003, this 
organization consisted of 32,000 members 
from around the world who study everything 
from brain development, sensation and per­
ception, learning and memory, movement, 
sleep, stress, aging, and neurological and 
psychiatric disorders. At its annual confer­
ence, thousands of neuroscientists gather to . 
present their most recent research findings · 
to the scientific community. To alleviate the 
confusion posed by the large number of at­
tendants, the conference is broken up into 
sections based on the major specific areas of 
focus within Neuroscience. 

The primary focus of the neuroscientist is 
in understanding how the brain, our most fas­
cinating and complicated organ, governs the 
very nature of our conscious existence. Un­
derstanding the brain (neural) processes in­
volved is important as a topic of basic sci­
ence and for its obvious medical benefits. 
Since the J:>rain is a physical system, neuro­
scientists typically employ approaches from 
many different disciplines, including biology, 
chemistry, and psychology in an attempt to 
investigate the brain. 

For example, scientists interested in 
Alzheimer's disease, a neurological disorder 
characterized by a loss of memory, may study 
this problem at several different levels. There 
are Behavioral Neuroscientists interested in 
the neural mechanisms of memory loss (be­
havior). There are Cellular Neuroscientists 
focusing on the role of the chemicals respon­
sible for keeping neurons (the basic nerve 
cells) involved in memory alive, or prevent­
ing them from accelerated cell death. There 
also are Molecular Neuroscientists who study 
the genes that may play a role in the abnor-

.ma! expression of proteins that may lead to 
the development of"plaques," which might 
kill these "memory neurons". 

Thus, it should be quite evident that Neu­
roscience is truly an interdisciplinary field 
open to students with a diverse range of 
backgrounds and interests. The study of 
Neuroscience provides a remar}<able oppor­
tunity for students to understand the inter­
relationships between the different disci­
plines while focusing on a pertinent ques­
tion regarding brain function. The Neuro­
science minor at Wilkes can be accomplished 
by taking a few specific courses offered by 
the Departments of Biology and Psychology. 
Three general Biology courses provide the 
basic foundation in Cellular and Molecular 
Biology, and Anatomy and Physiology, while _ 
three "neuro-related" Psychology_ courses 
provide the Neuroscience foundation to the 
minor. The program at Wilkes is designed to 
prepare students who are interested in study­
ing Neuroscience, Pharmacology and/or 
Medicine. For further information, you can 
contact Dr. Ed Schicatano in the Department 
of Psychology.Neuroscience is ·one of the 
fastest growing fields in academia. In 1970, 
the Society for Neuroscience was formed and 
consisted of approximately 500 members. In 
20·03, this organization consisted of 32,000 
members from around the world who study 
everything from brain development, sensa­
tion and perception, learning and memory, 
movement, sleep, stress, aging, and neuro­
logical and psychiatric disorders. At its an­
nual conference, thousands of neuroscien­
tists gather to present their most recent re­
search findings to the scientific community. 
To alleviate the confusion posed by the large 
number of attendants, the conference is bro­
ken up into sections based on the major spe­
cific areas of focus within Neuroscit:nce. 

The primary focus of the neuroscientist 
is in understanding how the brain, our most 
fascinating and complicated organ, governs 
the very nature of our conscious existence. 
Understanding the brain (neural) processes 

involved is important as a topic of basic sci­
ence and for its obvious medical benefits. 
Since the brain is a physical system, neuro­
scientists typically employ approaches from 
many different disciplines, including biology, 
chemistry, and psychology in an attempt to 
investigate the brain. 

For example, scientists interested in 
Alzheimer's disease, a neurological disorder 
characterized by a loss of memory, may study 
this problem at several different levels. There 
are Behavioral Neuroscientists interested in 
the neural mechanisms of memory loss (be­
havior). There are Cellular Neuroscientists 
focusing on the role of the chemicals respon­
sible for keeping neurons (the basic nerve 
cells) involved in rriemory alive, or prevent­
ing them from accelerated cell death. There 
also are Molecular Neuroscientists-who study 
the genes that may play a role in the abnor­
mal expression of proteins that may lead to 
the development of "plaques," which might 
kill these "memory neurons". 

Thus, it should be quite evident that Neu­
roscience is truly an interdisciplinary field 
open to students with a diverse range of back­
grounds anq interests. The study of N euro­
science provides a remarkable opportunity 
for students to understand the interrelation­
ships between the different disciplines while 
focusing on a pertinent question regarding 
brain function . The Neuroscience minor at 
Wilkes can be accomplished by taking a few 
specific courses offered by the Departments 
of Biology and Psychology. Three general 
Biology courses provide the basic founda­
tion in Cellular and Molecular Biology, and 
Anatomy 'and Physiology, while three . 
"neuro-related" Psychology courses provide 
the Neuroscience foundation to the minor. 
The program at Wilkes is designed to pre­
pare students who are interested in studying 
Neuroscience, Pharmacology and/or Medi­
cine. For further information, you can con­
tact Dr. Ed Schicatano in the Department of 
Psychology. 

Columbine Film Adaptations: The Cinema of.Ignorance 
BY MATTHEW JONES 
Beacon Columnist 

It's come to my attention that at least two 
movies soon to be released are approaching 
the subject matter of fhe Columbine 
shootings. Both films are "hypothetical" 
scenarios examining the students who are 
planning to assault their schools. Appar­
ently, neither film shows much shooting; 
they're more psychological in nature. 

After reading several glowing reviews of 
both films and learning about their respec­
tive contents, I found myself asking why were 
these films ever produced? Neither deals with 
the issue that everyone in America failed to 
scrutinize following the actual massacre: the 
extent of the horrendous parenting involved. · 

Scapegoats were a dime .a dozen following 
the Columbine school shootings. Everything 
from Marilyn Manson, to gun shows and vio­
lent computer games were erroneously con­
demned while no one held these kids' parents 
responsible. 

Sure, the parents didn't pull the trigger, 
but they laid the groundwork that allowed 
the kids to grow up so twisted that they·would 
commit such a heinous crime. The movies 
apparently do show how alienated the boys 
were and how they were picked on by Jther 
students. Gee, ·sounds like the millio is of 
other adolescents across the nation who all 

suffer from the same.social ailments. Only 
difference? Well, let's just say that listening 
to musicians a.side from Marilyn Manson is 
not what prevents all the other kids ·from 
shooting up their schools. 

How exactly were the parents to blame? 
Well, to begin with they were clearly respon­
sible for ignoring a few key issues that would 
have prevented the entire catastrophe. 
Maybe if they had noticed that their children 
didn't have many friends or how they were 
picked on and then explained to the boys how 
they could ignore the taunting of others. The 
parents might also have suggested that it's 
O.K. to be different and encouraged them to 
express themselves as they please, spent 
more family time with them and supported 
hard work in school. And lastly, by NOT ig­
noring the fact that their sons possessed an 
arsenal of weaponry large enough to rival 
most militias, the parents might have been 

able to prevent what happened. 
Now, we don't read about a new Colum­

bine everyday and that, thankfully, is a testa­
ment to the quality of the basic parenting 
present in America. It's certainly not to the 
level where it should be, a fundamental down­
fall of the television age, but the job is basi­
cally getting done. 

So, why were these movies even made? I 
think it would be safe to say that they hope 
to exploit the fact that Americans are obsessed 
with stories of death and destruction. Yes, 
virtually every action movie does the same 
but this is not "escapist" entertainment. And 
by simply playing into the media's total igno­
rance of the real reason this grim spectacle 
ever occurred, these "films" are so porno­
graphic that they should be banned. 
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. ':1,'JY'S'Best lntereSts or al~ife LOs't? 

BY J.w: DAVIES 
Beacon Correspondant 

· The unprecedented case in the state of 
Florida that involves Terry Schiavo fight­
ing for her life has touched all parts of the 
globe. For once, we have two groups from · 
opposite ends of the spectrum staring down 
the barrel of this litigation with equally 
po..:Verful .views. Is it the .right to choose 
death, or is that life too valuable to thr~w 
away? 

J. W. Davies: 
In the minds of many Americans, the con­

cept of a right to life or, a right to die are 
inherent. That is, they believe th~t we are 
born with these rights and undern9 circum­
stances shall they be taken from us. Such • 
beliefs should be applauded, as they are 
noble and optimistic; however, to use them 

' in an effort to undermine the law is abso-

·•+l~teiy.unjustifiable, .. . ·. and clearly expressed the ~ish.that·she W,llS ' 

+What:has happened in the r.ecent case oJ not to be kept alive by artificicihneans. 
Mr. ,And Mrs. Schiavo is that the law ha,~ Terry Schiayo has both;the right to pe(,- ,, 

,., been inadvertently cast aside. Much of this sonal privacy and the right to refuse medical 
is due to unrelenting pressure from the con~ treatment. What's more, Mrs. Schiavo has 
servative, religious right, who, sensing thaf the rightto die a natural death, unencumbered 
one of the bolts in the great moral scaffold- by modem machinery or the rhetoric of op-
ing of America was in danger of shaking portunisti_c, religious scoundrels. 
loose, decided to turn this rather __ simple case 
into a crusade for the so called right-to-life. 

The fact of the matter is that the rights to 
life, or to· death for that matter, have no justi­
fiable bearing on the case in question. T.!ris 
case is initially a privacy issue. And, accord­
i~g to the highest court in the land, an 
individual's right to privacy is inherent and 
undeniable. There is also the fact that, un­
der the law, any individual, of at least the age 
of six, has the right to refuse any form of 
medical treatment, and if circumstances ren­
der the individual incapable of making this 
decision, this right is afforded to their spouse 
or closest family members. 

With such precedents already in place, 
the court in_Mrs. Schiavo's case is left with 
only one decision to make, That is, whether 
or not there is sufficient proof beyond any 
reasonable doubt thatMrs. Schiavo plainly 

Ginger Eslick: 
The issue here is simple: what were Terry 

Schiavo's wishes? Technically, no one in the 
outside world seems to have a: clue as to what 
this woman's thoughts are as she lies there 
clinging to a life that is no longer in her hands. 
Are we to believe her husband, who suppos­
edly was told by his wife, that her wishes 
were that she would rather die than hold on 
for the slightest chance ofregaining life? You 
would think no one other then her husband, 
the man closest to her, would know the direc­
tion she would like to choose. 

Maybe 1 would have an easier time swal­
lowing this if Mr. Schiavo showed an ounce 
of regard for,his wife or her family in both 
words and actions. However, 1 have yet to 
see a compassionate action from Mr. Schiavo. 
He now has put together a new family with a 

Beacon Op-Ed Editor 

woman with whom he has been intimately 
involved over the years and also has a child. 

· Maybe we can catch him at the bank while he 
gleefully checks the account balance and 
glances at the remains of what was once a 
$1.7 million malpractice suit he was granted 
through his wife's disheartening ordeal. 
(None of which he felt was necessary to give 
to the parents of Mrs. Schiavo) 

If only there was some written direction 
from Mrs. Schiavo. Terry Schiavo's biologi­
cal family, her mother, father, and siblings 
seem to be the·only people in this situation 
without a hidden agenda. They have not 
wavered once since that tragic day in 1990 
when Terry slipped into a ''vegetative state." 

Without obvious or explicit consent from 
Mrs. Schiavo, one must side with 'the indi­
viduals that are not seemingly hiding behind 
ulterior motives. 

2004 Presidential Race: An Inhumane Practice Ended 
Can We Afford to Lose George W? 

BY RAPHAEL COOPER 
Beacon Asst. Managing Editor 

It seems just like yesterday that we were 
talking about the controversy of hanging 
chads and illegal butterfly ballots in Florida. 

One war later and an economy that is as 
stable as a job with George Steinbrenner, 
we find ourselves at the crossroads of 
George W.'s presidential career. So can we 
afford to replace such a figure as George 
W. Bush as President? 

Well, if we look at the country's 
economy, the international umest, the ques­
tionable scruples associated with this presi­
dency, the answer is a resounding, "Yes!" 
However, there's one more issue out there 
that could cause some hesitation: our need 
for entertainment. 

For the past three and a half years, 
George W. Bush has been a great source 
for all of our amusement. If Bush is de­
feated, what will happen to Letterman's 
"George W's Joke-That-Isn't-A-Joke" seg­
ment? And how will the cast of Saturday 
'.~ight Live fare? The poor writers of SNL 
who depend on Bush gaffes will now have · 

to read just scripts for the upcoming year. 
America, please keep this in mind when you 
Rock the Vote and consider the candidates. 

If you don't know who the other candi­
dates are, perhaps you should. Some of the 
names that are most heralded are tl)ose of 
Dick Gephardt, Howard Dean, John Kerry, 
and Dennis Kucinich ... snore city. They're 
just not very funny. Who will fill these roles 
on SNL if one of these stiffs gets in? With 
SN L's lack of depth, do you really want to 
trust Jimmy Fallon to portray our President 
for the next four years? He's only going to 
laugh through the opening three minute 
sketch and deprive his country of great en­
tertainment for the next term. 

More important than if Hillary Clinton is 
ready for the White House is whether 
Rachel Dratch or her blonde look-alike will 
be up to the task and responsibility of be­
ing the first woman President ofSNL 

Folks, if you truly ,:alue your NBC pro­
gramming on Saturday nights the only other 
hope can come form the Rev. Al Sharpton. 
With a mouth that constantly runs, the mar­
gin of error for saying something irrespon­
sible can even be greater than George 
W.Bush . 

People,there are many questions out 
there facing these candidates. Choose 
wisely. The choices we make a year from 
now when we elect a President will ulti­
mately affect.the way we laugh for the next 
four years! Do you really want a stuffed­
shirt President who will say Jhe right things' 
and make tlie right decisions? Wei; , looking 
at our situation that we are • in 
now ... uhh ... Yeah! 

BY MEAGAN BROWN 
Beacon Correspondent 

The end of October brought the end of a 

ducing labor also present the same problems? 
This argument appears to be a cop out to me 
and those who use it need to get a clue. Any 
logical person can realize that a mother in 
danger of dying from labor is in danger from 
dying from induced labor. 

I remember clearly the rash of teenagers 
who would have children in odd places like a 
hotel room or bathroom at the prom and then 
kill those babies by leaving them to drown in 
the toilet or throwing them into a nearby 
dumpster. This topic was as hot as child 
kidnappings back in the day and it was also 
when abortion and partial birth abortion were barbaric practice. The U.S. Senate banned .-
options. How are the actions of those un,or­

partial birth abortion last month, and I breathed tunate teenagers any different than the ac-
a huge sigh ofrelief. For seven years the Sen- tions performed by a partial birth abortion 
ate argued over the issue and finally placed a doctor? l certainly do not see how if two teen­
ban on it. For as long as I can remember, 1 d 

agers carry out the procedure it is considere 
have hated partial birth abortion. murder, but if done by a doctor it's legal. It 

For those unfamiliar with the practice, par-
seems as though the wool was being pulled tial birth abortion is a medical practice in which 
over our eyes the entire time. 

during the third trimester an expectant mother . One of the other negatives of partial birth 
is put into labor (usually with the help of drugs) abortion is it proves once again that you never 
and once the infant's head is birthed the doc-

have to take responsibility for your actions. tor aborts the child. 
What the US was saying by leaving this bar­I have never been a supporter of regular 
baric act in practice was, "Hey, get pregnant abortion, either. However, at least the child is 

· and if you cide in six months that you don't sill relatively undeveloped. Partial birth abor-
want it anymore, we can get rid of it, that is, 

tion requires that t)Je baby be partially deliv- for a fee of course." Partial birth abortion gave . 
ered. This means that not only is the baby 

you those necessary nine months to decide, developed, but also it is now borri and is a 
because of course the woman's right to living, breathing human .being. In s):iort, the 
choose has nothing_ to do with what happens practice was disgusting and showed the lack 
before or during sex, only the consequences 

of morals of our society. of it. 

Arguments made by the supporters of par- Partial birth abortion was the most immoral 
tial birth abortion claim that it is only used 

practice ever instituted into our laws and I, 
when the mother's health is in danger, but I . for one, am glad that someone found the corri-
find this to be complete bunk. If labor were - mon sense to .say, "This practice is _wrong; 
going to kill a pregnant woman, wouldn't in-

let's change it." 
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Home For the Holidays? 
BY ALICIA VIESELMEYER 
Beacon Correspondent 

Getting homesick is a fact of col­
lege life. Although most college stu­
dents enjoy their new adventure 
away from home, many also coun·t 
down the days until the next .holi­
day, when they can make the jour~ 
ney home to be with their families. 

Thanksgiving is sometimes the 
first time in the semester a college 
student has to leave campus and 
finally have that home cooked meal 
that they have been dreaming of all 
semester long. The glistening tra­
ditional turkey surrounded by 
many other mouth-watering side 
dishes and the joyful sound offam-. 
ily members chatting up a storm are 
just what most students wait for. 

But those students who have 
this opportunity might be consid­
ered lucky, because there are those 
who are unable to pack up that small 
suitcase and make their way home. 
Some are either too far away, don't 
have the trayel money, or have no 
transportation to ensure the family 
reunion at break. 

Alethea Bradley, a Wilkes Uni­
versity international student, will be 
packing her suitcase this Thanks­
giving. However, she won't be able 

Not for some 
ering in New York City for the 
Thanksgiving break," Bradley said. 
Packing a suitcase to go to New 
York City will be a lot less hectic 
than packing a suitcase to go home 
to Guam, according to Bradley. 

The group of 20 girls in New 
York City is just a small way of mak­
ing each student who is unable to 
go home to Guam feel like they are 
just a tiny bit closer to home. In­
stead of spending time with their 
families, they will be eating Thanks­
giving dinner in the Big Apple with 
people who they spent four years 
of their lives with. 

Because she is so far from home 
Bradley does not have a car on cam~ 
pus to drive up to New York. So the 
next challenge is to find a person 
who will be willing to take her to 
New York City. Bradley said that 
she might be able to catch a ride 
with a friend who is in Erie, Penn­
sylvania, but that is not yet set in 
stone. 

According to Christopher 
Leicht, Assistant Director of Resi­
dence Life, "Almost everyone goes 
home, but there are a small percent­
age of students who do stay on 

All the girls from my high school that are on the east 
coast . .. are gathering in New York City for the 
Thanksgiving break. 

--Aletha Bradley 
on her alternative Thanksgiving plans 

to go home to see her family and 
have that special home cooked 
meal. She came to Wilkes Univer­
sity from Guam and rarely has the 
opportunity to make that long, ex­
pensive trip home to spend titne 
with her family. This year marks her 
second apart from family members 
at the holiday. 

"Holidays are big in my family. 
Thanksgiving dinner is my entire 
extended family, and we all gather 
at my grandmother's house," Brad­
ley said with a small smirk on her 
face. She added that they always 
have the_ turkey and mashed pota­
toes, but they also have barbeque 
spare ribs, red rice, and a lot of other 
typical Guam foods that she misses 
a great deal. 

Because going home is not an 
option, she is forced to fi nd alter~ 
nate ways to spend her holidays. 
Although she misses the holiday 
madness, she is content with her 
plans for th· s year. 

"All th1.; girls from my high 
school tha~ are on the east coast 
(there are twenty of them) are gath-

campus." The students who stay, 
stay mostly because they are un­
able to go home because of distance 
or even money. According to Leicht 
there are also times when some stu­
dents who are unable to g·o home 
because of distance-, go home in­
stead with their roommate to spend 
time with their roommate's family 
and still have a home cooked meal. 
Although it may not be the same, 
to most college students, a home 
cooked meal is a home cooked meal. 

When Bradley is finally able to 
travel the 10,000 miles to her home 
in Guam, she will have to spend 
roughly $2,000 for a round trip plane 
ride and over 24 hours in the air 
before ~he reaches her destination: 
home. This does not include Iay­
<;JVers or any money that would be 
spent on other expenses . .Accord­
ing to Bradley, though her time with 
her family is short, it's worth the 
trouble she goes through just to 
see them. Her first and only trip 
home this year before she heads 
home for the summer will be made 
at the semester break. 
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Wilkes Student Recuperates from Summer Fire Trauma 
BY MEAGAN MANCE 
Beacon Corresponent 

The summer of2003 seemed like it couldn't 
get any better for Nicole Matsko. She had 
just finished taking several classes at Penn 
State Hazleton, and was ready to transfer to 
Wilkes University and meet new friends. She 
also worked almost everyday at a local su­
permarket to earn some extra spending 
money. 

Little did she know that a traumatic inci­
dent was about to occur that would change 
her life and open up her mind. Nicole Matsko, 
freshman business major at Wilkes Univer­
sity, was about to experience an event that 
happens every 17.3 seconds, according to 
National Fire Statistics. 

On Friday, July 25, Matsko was having 
what she called "a regular day" by all ac­
counts. Her parents had recently separated, 
so she was spending time with her mother 
and her mother's boyfriend. Matsko had to 
work late that night at the store, so when 
she came home, she and her mother decided 
to cook some hot wings and stay up talking. 
By 3 a.m., the two women were exhausted 
and finally headed off to bed, leaving the 
dirty dishes in the sink and the grease on 
the stove. 

"My mom was having trouble going to 
~Jeep, and at around four in the morning, 
she said she heard a loud pop sound," said 
Matsko. "We later figured out that the pop 
was caused by one of the wires in our stove 
that had shorted out. Our s~ove went up in 
fl ames and caused the grease to go up also." 

Shortly after the pop, the house fire alarms 
sounded. But before they knew it, the kitchen 
was engulfed in flames . . 

"The kitchen was the first room to catch 
fire . The l~ving room was next, and then the 
front door. It was the only door in the house, 
so that was the door that we had to use to 
get in and out of the house," Matsko said. 

Matsko added that the grease on the stove 
is what made the flames rise up as quickly as 
they did. "If the grease wasn't on the stove, 
the fire would have went up a lot slower, which 
would have given us a chance to get out 
quicker, and the fire company a chance to get 
to our house quicker," Matsko said. Accord­
ing to the National Fire Statistics Website, 
cooking is the leading cause of home fires 
and home fire injuries. 

Once the fire 

probably one of the hardest things I ever 
had to go through. I think when people go 
through traumatic experiences like this that 
they can't really even think straight. There 
were so many thoughts and · ideas going 
through my mind that it's hard to concen­
trate," said Matsko. "It felt like everything 
that was happening was going in slow mo­
tion, almost like I was outside my body watch­
ing myself." 

Both Matsko and her 
mother were taken away in 
the ambulance and treated 
for third degree burns. 
Matsko's burns were sig­
nificantly worse than her 
mother's, covering her en­
tire upper back and both 
of her feet. Because ofthis, 
she was taken to Lehigh 
Valley Intensive Care Burn 
Unit where she stayed for 
four days. 

alarm went off 
and Matsko 
woke up , she 
was at first con­
fused. She 
stood in her 
room in a state 
of shock watch­
ing the red and 
orange flames 
engulf all of her 
belongings and 
the memories of 
he r house . A s 
the flames be­
gan to rise 
higher and 
higher, she real­
ized it was time 
to get out. But 

Nicole Matsko 

"The types of treatment 
that I have to go through 
because of my burns are 
crazy. In the beginni ng, I 
had to go to Lehigh Valley 
three times a week. Now I 
only go once a week there, 
and once a week to a foot 

once she was out the front door, she reali;i:ed 
that her dog was still trapped upstairs. With­
out hesitating, Matsko dashed back through 
the flames to find her dog. 

Once she had located her dog and was 
outside again, her body began to feel numb. 
She looked down and almost didn't recognize 
her swollen and blistered feet. She called the 
fire department and ambulance and waited 
while she and her mother watched their home 
crumble away. 

"Watching my house go up in flames was 

specialist. I also had transplant surgery on _ 
my feet and my back and laser surgery on my 
feet. Plus, everyday I have to put cream on 
my feet and back to help remove my scars," 
said Matsko. 

Matsko credits her mental recovery to her 
friends and family. "I still think about what 
happened, especially when I see or meet other 
people who are going through the same thing. 
I also think about the fire a lot when I think 
about things that I used to have that I can 
never get back again. The most important 

thing, though, is that my family and I are alive. 
Everything else can always be replaced," 
Matsko said. 

Fire victims often experience uneasiness 
after such a tragic event. One solution to help 
students cope with such traumatic experi­
ences is counseling. 

Meaghan Broderick, intern counselor at the 
Counseling Service Center at Wilkes Univer­
sity, talks to many students who have been 
through some sort of trauma. She not only 
gets her clients to open up about their experi­
ence, but she helps to define what exactly a 
traumatic experience is. 

"People usually define a traumatic experi­
ence as sexual abuse or rape. However, there 
is a very wide range of what a traumatic event 
can be described as. There is also a wide 
range of the symptoms that occur after the 
event," said Broderick. 

Broderick's job is also to help her clients 
overcome their experiences and focus on how 
the symptoms are affecting them with their 

. parents, friends, peers, and significant oth­
ers. 

Broderick said, "A lot of individuals who 
experience trauma do a lot of repression or 
denial, because it's the easiest way to deal 
with a trauma. Part of treatment is getting 
people to open up and express what hap­
pened, and the feelings that are associated 
with it. Group work is also very important in 
treatment because clients can see others that 
are going through various parts of healing, 
but are having the same exact problem." 

Although Matsko didn't receive counsel­
irig, she feels that the help from her family and 
friends are what helped her through her hard 
times. 

Matsko said, "Although the fire was a trau­
matic experience for me, my friends and family 
supported me and inspired me not to give up. 
Without them I wouldn't have been able to do 
it by myself." 

Africa Trip Slated for Summer Topics Course 
Anthrono/uu 198 to underscoreglobal awareness 

BY JESS NIEMIEC L' 'bJ 
Beacon Corresp~ndent 

They say that adventure is the spice of 
life. For those Wilkes students interested in 
a different type of adventure, the first Wilkes 
summer study tour abroad is set for the sum­
mer session, 2004. 

The trip, scheduled to leave June 2, 2004, 
will take an adventurous crew of Wilkes stu­
dents and faculty to Kenya, East Africa. 
While they may not be seeking spice, per se, 
organizers do hope those to partake of the 
adventure will learn a great deal about a dif­
ferent culture. 

"This is an exciting_ endeavor. Wilkes 
University is committed to bringing new 
things to their students that won't be finan­
cially burdensome," said Margaret A. Steele, 
Director, Center for Continued Learning. 
"This is an extra special trip because the tu­
ition is reduced from the-full price." 

The entire three credits are going to be 
offered to students at the low price of only 
$500. Normally, just one credit can be that 
much. The trip itself, however, will cost ap-

proximately $2,750 plus incidentals. The price 
includes plane ticket, which will take students 
from JFK to ~airobi, via London. The return 
trip is scheduled on June 12 to New York City. 

In addition to the trip, there will be a supple­
mental class held beforehand, so that those 
taking part in the experience can be better 
prepared for everything they are going to ex­
perience. 

"The students will pick a research topic or 
focus of interest ~nd conduct reading in those 
areas. They will then take this further with 
information they learn firsthand," said Dr. Jim 
Merryman, Professor of Sociology/ Anthro­
pology. "It's important for Wilkes students 
to have exposure to a greater global culture, 
and this makes it possible for [the students] 
to have that." · 

The course will be offered as an Anthro­
pology 198 topics course, and will be con­
ducted during the orientation portion sched­
uled from May 24 through May 28 from l 0 
a.m. to noon. The orientation will include an 
overview of the African continent, including 
the geography, wildlife, and culture. 

"I'm hoping the students will get a better 
appreciation for the gifts of Africa, in terms 
of music, art, and aesthetics. It's got such an 
amazing diversity with 40 different languages 
in a country roughly the size ofTexas," said 
Merryman. 

The group will safari through some of the 
game vistas and get a sense for the great 
diversity of wildlife. They will hopefully wit­
ness some migration as well. It will be, in 
fact, the seaso_n to see the migration ofup to 
a million wildebeast and zebra. 

While in Kenya the participants will also 
be a part of many activities including bird 
watching, butterfly catching, a camel trek, a 
hike on the slopes of Mount Kenya, guided 
nature walks, feeding giraffe from a tree 
house, and much more. 

The lodging will be provided in game 
lodges and tented camps as they make their 
way through the terrain. 

All these experiences will be documented 
in a personal journal that the students will be 
required to keep. This will give the profes­
sor something tangible to refer to when as-

sessing the students' experiences, as well as 
provide a great way to document memories. 

The program will take up to twenty stu­
dents/participants with an acceptable appli­
cation and a $250 deposit. The application 
can be acquired by contacting Margaret 
Steele via e-mail at steele@wilkes.edu. 

"Wilkes is doing what it can to further its 
commitment to multiculturalism. It's driven in 
its goal to support the global world," said 
Steele. "This opportunity, in conjunction with 
similar future opportunities, will enhance the 
overall edacational opportunities for the stu­
dents." 

This is just the first in what University of­
ficials hope will be a long list of different cul­
turally broadening opportunities to be offered 
to the students. 

"This will raise the awareness of how much 
of the rest of the world lives. Something like 
one-third of the world survives on less than a 
dollar a day. This allows us to see those 
people in these different circumstances," said 
Merryman. 
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Wilkes Promotes Hunger and Homel~ss Aw~reness ·Week 
BY MEAGAN BROWN 
Beacon Correspondent 

The students of Wilkes University are 
pretty lucky people, all things considered. 
Most have food, clothing, and a 'tvarm bed to 
sleep in each night. They also have exciting 
futures ahead of them--futures not tainted 
by poverty or hunger. 

Imagine that the creature comforts of as­
sured food, warm clothing, and a roof over­
head weren't available. The hard, cold con­
crete of River Street replaces warm, comfort­
able beds, or one set of clothes has to adapt 
to the heat of Wilkes-Barre's summer as well 
as the cold of its winter. Consider what it 
might be like to be hungry, really hungry, the 
sort of hunger one might feel after a week of 
next to no food. This is what life is like for the 
many homeless people in Wilkes-Barre .. 

Campus Interfaith will be raising aware­
ness this week with its annual "Hunger and 
Homelessness Awareness Week." The week 
consists of several activities that will take 
place each day with the help of student vol­
unteers. 

The first activity planned is the "CEO 
Food Pantry Thanksgiving Project," which 
will last the entire week. This project involves 
students sorting and distributing food to 
those in need of a Thanksgiving dinner. On 
Tuesday, November 18, the Flo Wheatly and 
the Sleeping Bag Project will take place. This 
project involves making emergency sleeping 
bags out of recycled materials for homeless 
people. The "Hunger Banquet" will occur on 
Thursday, November 20, and this project il­
lustrates the uneven distribution of food 
across the world. Students may find them­
selves either eating like a king or, if they are 
unlucky, eating like a homeless person. Some 
of the other activities include the "Day of 
Fast for World Hunger" on Friday and the 

. . 
"Talk It Out" activity on Wednesday. 

According to Kevin Gaughenbaugh, Di­
rector of Campus Interfaith, "A good num­
ber of students signed up, but so many more 
are still needed." Last year, the Office . of 
Community Service coordinated the program, 
but this year, Campus Interfaith has taken 

· that so many people receive," stated 
Gaughenbaugh. 

One traditional program for Hunger and 
Homeless Awareness Week has been omit­
ted from the list this year. Last year, 
V.I.S.I.O.N., a Wilkes-Barre community service 

TheBeacon/Kristin Hake 
This photo, taken during Hunger and Homeless Awareness Week in 2002, 
demonstrates the "Hunger Banquet." 

the reins as it did years before. 
"There is a great need, both in our area 

and in the world, for volunteers to help those 
who cannot help themselves. In any reli­
gion, the greatest commandment is to love 
our neighbor and to serve our neighbor. 
That's exactly what this week is devoted to. 
At the same time, we are trying to raise aware­
ness of the intense lack of food and shelter 

that provides shelter and food to area home­
less rpen, housed approximately 10-15 home­
less men for one week at Wilkes University. 
However, this service project faced some con­
flicts and quest~ons, and for the time being 
Wilkes officials have opted not to host the 
organization on campus. 

Chris Bailey, Director of Public Safety, 
note'a that last year there were "problems with 

Black Friday in History 
BY ELVIRA ILLIANO 
Asst. Features Editor 

When we talk about Thanksgiving, three 
things quickly' come to mind: turkey, football 
and holiday shopping--or, more precisely, 
Black Friday. 

The name !'Black Friday", which has l9ng 
been affiliated with the crazed shopping day 
after Thanksgiving, is also noteworthy for. 
several other occasions in history. "I always 
thought that the term 'Black Friday' was inter­
esting because it's the term used (or some 
very negative events -- terrorist attacks, three 
stock market crashes, celebrity deaths. lt is 
also the name of an airplane, a movie, a book, 
and a band. It's the name ofa lot of things," 
said Anne Heinemen Batory, Professor of 
Marketing and Consumer Behavior. 

Batory also added that, in terms of retail­
ing, the term "Black Friday" is a positive thing. 
It is used to indicate the day retailers move 
their balance books from the red into the black. 
"That's when the retailers start making a 
profit, so it became Black Friday." 

Although this date is often thought of as 

the busiest shopping date of the year, it actu­
ally isn't. "It's one of the busiest days in 
terms of traffic but not in sales," said Pam 
Rucker, spokeswoman for the National Retail 
Federation in a previously released interview 
for "Ready, Set, Start Holiday'Shopping" by 
Renee DeGross. "But the mystique is still 

there." 
Batory held the same opinion as Rucker. 

"I think it's interesting that there's this popu- · 
Jar belief that Black Friday is the most popu­
lar shopping day in the year. Actually, tl}e 
Friday after Tha~ksgiving ranks fifth or sixth. 
The two weekends just.before Christmas are 

~,. 

much higher in terms of 
sales," she explained. 

If Black Friday isn't 
-~ the most popular shop­

ping day of the year, then 
what leads so many to 
believe otherwise? Why 
wake up in the morning 
at the crack of dawn 
rather than wait until a 
more decent hour? 
Batory clarified the ur­
ban legend. 

TheBeacon/Kristin Hake 

Shoppers at the Wyoming Valley Mall prepare for the holiday 
seasons amongst light$ and decorations. 

"Why do people start 
shopping on that day? 
Part of the reason had to 
do with our tradition in 
urban settings, particu-

the men being in areas they shouldn't have 
been." Though the men were not doing any­
thing wrong, they were loitering around resi­
dence halls and other buildings, which 
alarmed some students. 

They also were not staying confined to 
the designated space in the basement of 
Conyngham Hall. Because of safety and se­
curity hazards, such as fire, the staircases 
and elevators could not be closed off, which 
allowed the men to get upstairs to the of­
fices, though the offices were locked and in 
no real threat. 

But the primary reason that the men of 
V.1.S.I.O.N. will not be back this fall is be­
cause Wilkes officials have located no free 
space on campus where they maybe housed. 
The basement of Conyngham, where they 
were housed last ·year, has since been con­
verted into the Commuter Lounge. 

According to Bailey, there were a number 
of reasons the University decided not to 
house the men this year, and not all of the 
problems can be blamed on the V.I.S.1.O.N. 
program. "We had a lack of pre-planning 
which caused some of the problems," said 
Bailey. 

Despite the absence of the homeless on 
campus this year, members of Campus Inter­
faith along with other Wilkes volunteer stu­
dents hope to "raise awareness of how many 
people are lacking food and shelter and to 
raise awareness of how food is distributed 
unequally throughout the world," said 
Gaughenbaugh. The week's activities also 
aim "to motivate people to do something to 
help with the problem in our area and around 
the world," and "to assist people in connect­
ing with th<:: right organizations, so they can 
help ." 

Students can sign up by calling Campus 
Interfaith and inquiring about Hunger and 
Homelessness Awareness Week. 

larly New York, which used to set the pace 
for the nation in terms of our ideas and popu­
lar folklore : Macy's Thanksgiving Day pa­
rade was (and still is) a very popular annual 
event. At the very end of the parade line was 
Santa Clause, riding in his sleigh. His arrival 

. opened the holiday shopping season. Once 
Santa came down Fifth Avenue, the stores 
would open for holiday shopping the very 
next morning. As you know, we now start 
way before Halloween, but that was the tra­
dition. We shopped that Friday until right 
before Christmas--that was the holiday shop­
ping season." 

Taking time off from work and being with 
friends and family is also another reason Black 
Friday grew to be so popular in retail. "What 
more fun thing to do than to go shopping 
with friends and family?" asked Batory. 

With Thanksgiving break just around the 
corner, Black Friday offers some students and 
Wilkes community members their first chance 
to begin the holiday shopping season as well. 
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"The Gift of Art" Celebrates 
30 years at Sordoni · 
BY ERICA LEO 
Beacon Correspondent 

The Sordoni Art Gallery, located in Wilkes 
University's Stark Leaming Center, is cur­
rently holding an art exhibit to honor its 30th 
anniversary this year. The exhibit entitled 
"The Gift of Art," showcases a vast array of 

we could think of no better way to celebrate 
that with this special exhibition highlighting 
some of the finest examples of the collection 
and honoring some of our many friends and 
supporters." • · 

The Sordoni Art Gallery was founded in 
1973 and was 1_1amed after the late Andrew J. 
Sordoni, former state Senator from Northeast­

ern Pennsylvania. Paint­
ings from his private col­
lection as well as funds 
were given to Wilkes Uni­
versity in his name to es­
tablish the gallery. 

As the Sordoni Art 
Gallery's informational 
materials on the show 

paintings that ha~e been 
generously donated to the 
gallery's private collec­
tion. To date, the collec­
tion has accumulated 
roughly 1,300 items; 35 of 
which are available for 
viewing t9 the students 
and the community until 
December 14, 2003. The Beacon!Todd Weibel note, to commemorate 

The exhibit focuses on 
European and American paintings ranging 
from the 17th century to the present. Paint­
ings such as Edgar Degas' At the Louvre and 
Edouard Manet's Baudelaire en Face will be 
on display during this exhibit. These paint­
ings, along with several works by the late 
John Sloan, werJ donated by his wife, Helen 
Farr Sloan, in his memory and will be on dis­
play as well. 

Dr. Robert Bernier, Director of the Sordoni 
Art Gallery, is especially proud of the exhibit 
and writes in a pamphlet detailing the show, 
"The Sordoni's personal collection is, like that 
of other college or university art museums, 
eclectic, and pleasingly idiosyncratic, and the 
works we have selected to highlight these 
past three decades tell an interesting story. 
As we mark on the 30th year of our founding, 

these donations, "The 
Gift of Art" exhibit reminds everyone of these 
gifts and how they have made the Sordoni 
Art Gallery an important part of our campus 
as weir as the community. Dr. Bernier en­
courages students, faculty, and also mem­
bers of the community to visit the exhibit any­
time Monday through Friday from 12 p.m. 
until 4:30 p.m. He emphasizes that, "The 
Sordoni Art Gallery was founded as a place 
for the University students to study original 
art" and "has served as a bridge between the 
university and the community." 

And indeed it has, giving area residents 
and the entire Wilkes campus each the privi­
lege to appreciate famous masterpieces_that 
have adorned the walls of many local histori­

. cal homes and influenced young and aspir­
ing artists for decades 

This Week in History ... 
The week of November 17 through 23 in retrospect: 

17th- Mario Lemieux was voted into the NHL Hall offame, (1997) 

18th-The musical revival Fiddler on the Roof opened, (1990) 

19th-Communications mogul Ted Turner was born ( 1938) 

20th- Mickey Mantle was named the American League Most Valu­
able Player for the third time, (1962) 

21st- Troy Aikman, former ·quarterback for the Dallas Cowboys, 
was born ( 1966) 

22nd-- The musical Man of La Mancha opened. It ran for 2,328 
performances, (1965) 

23rd-- Mike Tyson became the youngest boxer to wear the world 
heavyweight-boxing crown. He was only 20 years and 4 months 
old, (1986) 
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· Theater Review: She Loves Me Aµthor Kaylie Jones. fers 
BY JEFF GELLER 
Beacon A&E Asst. Editor 

Wilkes University Department of Visual 
and Performing Arts presented She Loves 
Me, on Saturday, November 15, 2003, directed 
by Joseph Dawson. ~ 

This Tony nominated musical was origi­
nally produced in 1963. She Loves Me is the 
story of prospective 
lovers who quarrel in 
person but are amo- ...... ...,...., 
rous in their anony­
mous letters, like the 
1993 movie You've Got 
Mail and al so the 
1940movie, TheShop 
Around the Corner. 

. 

Right who will marry her and cherish her. 
Smith is a consummate performer. As Miss 
Ritter she delivers just the sort of flawed but 
lovable comic character Smith had performed 
in other roles. Even a reformed Kodaly 
wouldntt be good enough for Miss Ritter, so 
it is more poetic justice than coincidence at 

work when she retells how "A 

Set in Budapest 
during the 1930s, She 
loves Me explores 

...... 
The Beacon/Jay McDermott 

Trip to the Library" supplies 
someone better. The other two 
store clerks are Mr. Sipos 
(played by Benjamin 
Ptahinsky), a sweetly incompe­
tent but well-intentioned sales­
man who sings about his self­
esteem in "perspective," and 
Arpad Lazio (played by Patrick 
Austin), an ambitious delivery 
boy who gets a leg up the lad­
der of success in the number 

the relationship between George (played by 
Nicholas Pierce); a very single store clerk, 
and his co-worker Amalia (played by 
Meghann Eileen Baldo). Upon meeting, the 
pair is immediately combative. As they go 
through months working together, their hos­
tility toward each other continues. h-ll the. 
while, neither one realizes that they have been 
anonymously corresponding with each other 
through a lonely-hearts club. 

Partly because this is the first performance 
of the season I attended, 1 enjoyed this ro­
mantic musical, (though I am admittedly not 
usually a fan of the genre). The opening 
double number, "Good Morning, Good Day" 
and "Sounds While Selling," is a very engag­
ing, intricately voiced number with witty 
rhymes. This made me pay attention to the 
lyrics of the musical numbers throughout the 
rest of the play, for subtle sarcasm brought 
out by the lyrics and well delivered lines of 
the actors. 

Sub-plots included the naughty but nice 
cashier, Miss Ritter (played by Tiffany Smith), 
who is having an affair with the suave and 
dandified Mr. Kodaly (played by Dan Van 
Why), foolishly confident that he is the Mr. 

"Try Me." 
Though the main love affair of the play 

was most enjoyable for me, the leads Nicho­
las and Bado brilliantly act out this love af­
fair. Their characters, Amalia and George, pas­
sionately argue in the first act, as the chemis­
try of the actors kindles a warm affection that 
grows stronger as the evening progresses. 
Culminating in the very well performed song 
"Vanilla Ice Cream" by the lead Babo, herper- ­
formance really brought an impressive au­
thenticity to Amielia's character. 

The set design by Teresa Fallon shows 
the colors oflove the play presents. The bright 
pinks, reds, and •purples accented the plays 
upbeat feel. The costume design by the di­
rector Joseph Dawson really brought out the 
period and the idea of the middle class work­
ers catering to the wealthy. 

I highly recommend making time for this 
lively and very well-performed play. If you 
happened to miss one of the perform_ances 
this past-weekend, you still have three more 
chances on November 21 and 22 at 8 p.m. and 
on November 23 at 2 p.m. The Wilkes Depart­
ment of Performing Arts gave a tremendously 
appealing show, both visually, and aurally. 
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Advice and Powerful Reading 
BY MONICA _CARDENAS 
Asst. BeaconA&E Editor 

Wilkes could not have asked for a better 
way to wrap up 2003 than with a visit from 
Kay lie Jones. The acclaimed author was the 
last of the Allan Hamilton Dickson Visiting 
Writers' Series-
sponsored speak­
ers this year, and 
left her mark with 
students and fac­
ulty alike. 

On November 
12, Jones, a nov­
elist, screenplay 
writer, critic and 
professor, met 
with students, of­
fered advice and 
spoke about the 
technical side of 

the late James Jones, author of From Here to 
Eternity and The Thin Red Line. The new 
material outlines the relationship between 
mother and daughter more thoroughly than 
the first version. Jones admits she was not 
able to write this portion to its full potential 

13 years ago. How­
ever, her reading 
proved her fantastic 
ability to do so now. 

While Jones ad­
mits it was difficult, 
she feels she has 
proven herself as a 
writer without relying 
on her father's fame to 
create her own image. 
She believes he would 
be proud of her today, 

. writing. 
However, the 

highlight of the 
day occurred at 

On November 12, Kaylie Jones, visited Wilkes 
and spoke in the Sordoni Art Gallery and read 
from her novel A Soldier's Daughter Never 
Cries. 

'. which is easy to ac­
cept due to the same 
kind generosity her fa­
ther once gave. 

Jones lives in 
New York with her 

7:30 p.m. in the Sordoni Art Gallery. · While 
her latest novel, Speak Now, was available, 
Jones, dressed all in black and standing be­
fore a silent audience amidst the beautiful 
works of art donated to the Gallery, read from 
A Soldier's Daughter Never Cries, to which 
she had recently added material. Published 
in 1990, it is a novel similar to her own life, 
about a family and the death of the father, an 
author and soldier. Jones' own father was 

husband and daughter and is currently a 
Writer-in-Residence in the New York City 
Public Schools. Jones also teaches literature 
and fiction writing at Long Island University's 
Southampton campus, where she collabo­
rated to create the Master of Fine Arts Pro­
gram in Writing in 1997. Jones also serves as 
a finalist judge in the James Jones First Novel 
Fellowship contest, which is hosted by Wilkes 
University every year. 
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Wilkes Professor and Playwright Wins-Perry Award_ 

BY BRIDGET GIUNTA 
Beacon Staff Writer 

Rows of shelves across from Dr. Bonnie 
Bedford's desk in Kirby Hall hold an array of 
books, collectibles and framed photographs. 
Among these items sits the Perry Award. 
Although the golden trophy is small in stat­
ure, the award represents years of hard work, 
creativity and dedication on the part of 
Bedford and an ensemble of other profes­
sionals. 

In addition to being an Associate Profes­
sor of English and former Dean of the Col­
lege of Arts, Sciences and Professional Stud- · 
ies at Wilkes University, Bedford is an ac­
complished playwright. Her original play 
"Sniper" was recently a\\'.arded the Perry 
Award for Outstanding Productiqn of an 
Original Play. , 

The Perry Award is named in honor of 
William Perry Morgan, a director, actor and . 
composer who actively supported New Jer­
sey Community Theater. The Perry Award is 
given out annually and recognizes excellence 
in New Jersey Community Theater. 

began shooting at a shopping area across 
the street from the school. _Despite being 
characterized as a good student and "nice" 
boy, the young man shot several people and 
later killed himself in his jail cell before he 
was to stand trial. 

On that day in 1974, Dr. Bedford and her 
mother were actually in a parking lot near the 
school minutes before the young man began 
the inexplicable shooting spree. They heard 
the fi rst sirens 
sound after the 
gunshots be­
gan. She says 
that she began 
following the 
shocking event 
due to her close 
proximity to the 
school and 
shopping area 
the day of the 
shootings. This 
event , a long 
w ith her per­
sonal feelings 
towards it, in­
spired Bedford 
to write 
"Sniper." 

ran from October, 1993 to March, 1994. Hill, 
who is currently the Artist-in-Residence in 
the Department of Visual and Performing 
Arts at Wilkes, directed the west coast pro­
duction. Hill also directed "Sniper" when it 
was showcased at Wilkes University in 
199S. 

"[Sniper] now deserves even better rec­
ognition. · I recognized the specialness of 
the play when I first read it, and my respect 

/ for Dr. Bedford and 
her play has grown 
steadily. Any play 
that takes an un­
popular point of 
view on a subject 
and can make an au­
dience listen has ac­
cqmpl ished what 
only a handful of 
plays have done 
from the past," ex­
plains Hill . 

Bedford explains 
the nature of the pro­
duction by saying, 
"The ten actors 
never leave the 
stage. If they are not 
actively engaged in 
the scene, they are 
involved in the back-

acter development to the director, allowing him 
to bring the characters on the page to life.' She 
served as an endless source of information for 
the production team to draw upon. Without 
such a resource, the production would not have 
taken a life of its own." 

Bedford and those involved with "Sniper" 
were awarded the Perry Award during a cer­
emony on September 24. Bedford described~ 
winning the Perry Award as a "wonderful ex-

, perience" for herself and her collaborators. She 
added, "This was definitely an ensemble award. 
Three actors and three crew members were at 
the ceremony, so we accepted the award as a 
group." 

In response to winning the Perry Award, 
Mulvihill said, "I was very pleased and some­
what surprised upon winning the Perry Award. 
From the beginning of the project, I was con­
cerned that the audience would assume we were 
trying to capitalize on recent headlines ... I'm 
glad to see that they did not shun the produc­
tion, but rather, embraced it. They understood 
our motivation: to inform the public that situa­
tions similar to 'Sniper' are, unfortunately, more 
comm oh than realized." 

Bedford's "Sniper" centers on Anthony 
Vacarro, a troubled, yet "good" teenager in 
upstate New York who brings a rifle to the 
roof of his high school and takes the life of 
innocent townspeople. This one-act produc­
tion explores the motivation behind the mur­
ders from the teenager's point of view. This 
scenario may sound eerily familiar, like the 
tragedies in Columbine, CO and the Wash­
ington DC area; however, the idea for 
"Sniper" was etched in Bedford's mind long 
before these horrific, real events occurred. 
The play is based very loosely upon an ac­
tual event from the mid-1970s. However, the 
subject matter reflects an issue that has be­
come a national problem. 

She explains, 
"I combined his 
incident, my life 
feelings grow­
ing up in that 

The Beaco~/Bridget Guinta ground. The pro-

The Perry Award is the most recent in a list 
of honors that "Sniper" has received. In 1994, 
the _film version of "Sniper" was a finalist in 
the Sundance Institute's Feature Film Devel­
opment program. The script was in the top 15 
of the 1,000 scripts that were submitted to the 
program. The play took second place in the 
Drama League of New York' s Nation al 
Playwriting Contest and in 1993, the play's lead 
actor, Bobby Zameroski, was awarded the 
Drama-Logue's "Actor of the Year. " 

Dr. Bonnie Bedford wins prestigious Perry Award. duction took place in 

In 1974, a young man in Olean, New York 
took a deer rifle to his high school, which 
happened to be on break at the time, and 

area, and the snippets of information I found 
from other such killings to create one com-

. posite character that examines the phenom­
enon more than the individual first act." 

The first draft of the play's script began in 
1988 at the Harlem and Women's Playwrights 
Workshop in New York City. After what 
Bedford describes as a "long script process" 

. the play debuted at the Adam Hill Actors Stu­
dio in West Hollywood, California. There, it Th ;RFORMING ARTS AT WILKES UNIVERSITY 

Darte Board 
· · BYBRIDGETGIUNTA 

Beacon Staff Writer 

On Tuesday, November 18, there will be a perfolinance called Dance Jnformance at the 
Jewish Community Center. Open to the public and admission is free. 

On Thursday, November 20, ,he voice studio of Susan Minsavage will present its fall 
recital at 8 p.m. in the Darte Center for the Performing Arts. Free.admission. 

On Saturday, November 22, at 1 p.m. the Wilkes University Flute Ensemble will present 
its fall concert in the Darte Cen~r for the .Performing Arts .. _Free admission. 

On November 21-23 the Wilkes University Theatre Program will present performances 
of the musical She Loves Me, Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 2 p.m. in the 
Darte Center for the Performing Arts. Ticket prices are $15 for general admission, $5 for 
senior citizens and students, and free for Wilkes students with ID. For more information 
or ticket reservations, please call the box office at ( 570) 408-4540. 

a very small acting 
space with a 90-member audience." 

"Sniper" was produced by Phoenix Pro­
ductions, which is a nonprofit community 
theater organization in New Jersey that pro­
duces six to eight shows a year in the Count 
Basie Theater. Michelle Mulvihill produced 
"Sniper" for Phoenix Productions. 

Mulvihill describes working with Dr. 
Bedford on "Sniper" as a rewarding experi­
ence. She noted, "Dr. Bedford served as 
more than the playwright. She provides char-

Despite this list of honors and awards, it is 
really the people in Phoenix Production's ver­
sion of "Sniper" that made winning the Perry 
Award so special for Bedford. She explained, 
"I had the opportunity to work with incredible 
professionals in this collaboration. The joy 
that came from working together really came 
through in the play." 

·Earn $150-$250 Wkly in 
Customer Service/Sales 
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Wilkes Wrestling Takes ·4th Place in King's Invitational 
BY WILL MIDGETT 
Beacon Asst. Sports Editor 

The Wilkes University wrestling team 
competed in its first tournament of the sea­
son on Saturday and fashioned a hard­
earned 4th place finish in a field of 14 teams. 

The King's College Monarch Invitational 
Tournament featured teams from the MAC 
as well as non-conference teams from sev-
era! states. 

with how many young guys we have." 
Wilkes had two wrestlers reach the fi­

nals, both of whom ended up placing sec­
ond. Freshman Mike Ferrara reached the 
149 final after winning three straight 
matches. He won a 13-4 major decision in 
his first match against Phil Degaetano from 
York College. In his second round bout, 
he won a dominating 21-5 technical fall over 
Jim Lewis from King's. Ferrara's semifinal 
match was a nail biter as he scraped by 
with a 3-2 decision over Jim Russia! from 
York. In the finals, Ferrara fell to Rory 
Tobias from Oneonta State in another 3-2 
decision. 

Senior Jon Neyerlin was the other 

Adam Ralph from the University of Delaware 
Wrestling Club. He then pinned Jim Harken of 
York in 3:12 in the second round. In the semi­
finals Neyerlin faced Mike O'Hara of King's, and 
easily won by a fall in a time of3:52. In the finals 
Neyerlin lost a tough 3-2 decision to Mike 
Troutman ofUrsinus College. 

Junior Jeremy Mayer was able to place third 
in the tournament. "It was a tough tournament," 
said Mayer. "I just had one bad match where I 
got caught on my back." Mayer lost his opening 
match 8-3 against Josh Barick from York, but was 
able to wrestle his way back to the consolation 
finals. In his last match of the day he won a 7-3 
decision over Jus~n Kopp from Stevens Tech. 

Sophomore Sean Davies also placed, taking 

the number four spot at 174 pounds. He 
reached the consolation finals after an 8-3 
loss in the semifinals. In the consolation fi-
nals, Davies Jost a 3-1 decision to David 
Krause of Johns Hopkins. 

The Colonels are 1-1 in dual meet compe­
tition. They earned a 24-18 victory over 
Johns Hopkins and a 21-15 loss to York in a 
tri-meet on November 8. The Colonels re-
cruited nine freshmen this year to fill in their 
ranks. First year head coach Jon' 
Laudenslager is very pleased with how his 
young team is performing so far this season. 

"The freshmen we have are perfect," says 
Laudenslager. "And the upper class men who 
have been around me know how we run it." 

Wilkes earned a total of 104 team points 
while King's, which took third overall, came 
out just a half point ahead with 104.5 team 
points. Stevens Tech took first in the tour­
nament with 152.2 team points and York Col­
lege took second with 119. 

"We wrestled well," said head coach Jo~ 
Laudenslager. "It was a very competitive 
tournament. I was pretty happy, especially 

Wilkes wrestler to reach the finals in the .------.,.,------------~--------------------. 
184-pound bracket. He won his opening 
match of the day with a 4-2 victory over 

Teainwork Second Nature 
to Backfield Duo 

BY KYLA CAMPBELL 
Beacon Staff Writer 

They're friends. They're even room­
mates. But, pos~ibly most importantly, one 
helped pave the way for the other to be­
come the single-season rushing and scor­
ing record holder for the Middle Atlantic 
Conference. 

The name Brett Trichilo is heard week 
after week throughout area newscasts, as 
well as seen in local and even national news­
papers. And deservedly so. His rushing 
numbers reached 2,079 yards following 
Saturday's shutout win over King's College, 
and he ended the regular season with 27 
touchdowns, passing the record of 23 set 
by former Widener standout Billy "White 
Shoes" Johnson who went on to play pro­
fessional football. 

So, where does Kyle Gallagher come into 
play? 

Gallagher not only serves as a tri-cap-
. tain as a junior for the Colonels this year, 

but he has played a major role in helping 
Trichilo attain his jaw-dropping numbers, 
while putting up some stats of his own. 

Gallagher is second on the team in rush­
ing with 327 yards on the season. He rushed 
six times for 49 yards in an important vic­
tory over first-ranked Delaware Valley last 
weekend. The Coopersburg native also had 
four receptions for 42 yards and a touch­
down over the Aggies. In the win over 
King's, Gallagher added 39 yards and a 
score on the ground. . 

Although his numbers may not be stag­
gering, Gallagher brings a lot more to the 
team, enabling the offense to move. At­
tend a football game, and there will be at 
least a few key plays where Gallagher throws 
a huge block to help Trichilo move along. 

"Kyle gets missed in all the attention," 
said head coach Frank Sheptock. "But, he 
dots the 'i' for us." 

Gallagher first came to Wilkes to play on 
the defensive side of the ball, but Sheptock 

quickly saw that he could make major con­
tributions on offense. 

"Since the move, he has put the excla­
mation point in our offense because of his 
level of play," added Sheptock. "We ask 
Kyle to get Brett to that second level. He 
is one of the more silent things that con­
tinue to push Trichilo, but is always chirp­
ing in his ear about going hard on every 
play." 

The two have a unique relationship. 
They continue to work together not only 
on the field, but spend a lot of time to­
gether off the field at the gym and in their 
mechanical engineering classes. Perhaps 
they critique each other on their ability to 
break tackles while working_ on their 
mechatronics homework. 

Whether or not that is the case, the two 
bring immeasurable quality to the team. 

"Brett's best character trait is his humil­
ity," commented Sheptock. "That im­
presses his teammates more than his sta­
tistics. He shares his successes and fail­
ures with his team." 

That was evident on Saturday when the 
outstanding running back received the 
Wachovia Player of the Game Award for 
Wilkes after rushing for 261 yards and four 
touchdowns, but wouldn't accept it until 
his offensive line and tight ends went out 
to receive it with him. 

"Brett's work ethic is second to-none. 
Humility and work ethic are very uncom­
mon in today's society, let alone in a 
standout student-athlete," said Sheptock. 
"I respect him for how he handles his suc­
cess and the people around him." 

"Kyle and Brett have similar goais and 
desires," said Sheptock. "They have the 
same values and work ethic, but they have 
very different personalities. Kyle is vocal 
and demonstrative, while Brett is quieter. 

"They have done an outstanding job 
of bringing the spark not just on Satur­
days, but in everything they do." 
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Football continued from page 20 · 

"That is a great number for 11im to get," 
says senior offensive guard Mike Liberski. 
"Everybody takes a lot of pride in that." 

The Colonels' next score of the first half 
came at I 2:52 in the 2nd quarter when Kyle 
Devlin booted a monster 44-yard field goal, 
making the score 10-0. "" 

Devlin played a big part in Wilkes suc­
cess Saturday. The King's defense blocked 
his only failed extra point, and he had two 
kickoffs that went into the endzone. He also 
averaged almost 50 yards per punt, which 
kept the Monarch offense at bay all game 
long. 

Wilkes scored again on its very next pos­
session. After for~ing the King's offense to 
go three and out, Wilkes took over at its 
own 47-yard line. Wilkes drove the ball 53 
yards on eight plays, and Trichilo rushed 
for 38 yards during the same drive. On 3rd 
and goal from the I-yard line, Tri chi lo burst 
into the endzone for a score. The Devlin 
extra point was good and Wilkes advanced 
the lead to 17-0. 

On the ensuing kickoff, Devlin set the 
ball sailing into the endzone forcing a touch­
back. Quarterback David Hessler then threw 
an incomplete pass intended for Jimmy 
Snelling on I st and 10. On 2nd and I 0, 
Hessler again dropped back in the pocket 
only to throw an interception to Wilkes' Jon 
Jamison who returned the ball three yards 
to the 48-yard line. 

Wilkes took over again on offense, and 
on 1st down Porrino threw a 13-yard strike 
to tight end Brian Fritts. On the next play 
Trichilo took the handoff around the right 

Something for Everyone 

SPORTS 
sideofthe line. He made it to the sideline, the 3rd quarter. The Monarchs drove the 
where it looked as though the play would ball 81 yards on 16 plays, with a great pass-
end, but he broke a tackle and hurdled an- ing attack from Hessler. Just when it looked 
other defender, and then took off35 yards like King's would thwart the Wilkes' shut-
untouched for another touchdown. out, sophomore Chris Oustrich intercepted 
Devlin's .extra point attempt was good and a Hessler pass at the endzone on a 3rd and 
the score was then 24-0. goal play. Oustrich then returned the ball 

King's con- 17 yards to the Wilkes 18 
trolled the ball for yard line. Wilkes would 
over five minutes drive the ball 58 yards to 
on its next posses- the Kings' 21-yard line be-
si on, and came foretheendofthe3rdquar-
within yards of ter. 
scoring before the At the start of the 4th 
half ended. The quarter, Wilkes had pos-
Monarchs drove session of the ball at the 
the bal 1 59 yards to Kings' 24-yard line. On 2nd 
the Wilkes 7 yard and 13, Trichilo rushed for 
line in 16 plays. two yards, but the referee 
However, the Mon- called a personal foul pen-
archs were unable alty on _King's, which 
to convert on 4th moved the ball down tcfthe 

__ and goal, and 11-yard line. On the next 
Wilkes took over play Trichilo rush'ed for 5 
only to end the half. more yards down to the 6-

Ki ng' s started yard line. On 2nd and 5, 
the 3rd quarter on Trichilo took yet another 
offense, but the handoff and burst into the 
halftime break endzone for a touchdown. 
brought no The Beacon/Nick Zmijewski The extra point was good 
changes to the Brett Trichilo escapes a King's and Wilkes then held a 31-
Monarchs' play, as defender on the way to a touchdown. o lead. 

the Colonel de- The Colonel defense 
fense continued to frustrate them. Wilkes 
was also unable to score in the 3rd quarter, 
which isn't uncommon for the Colonels. 
The 3rd quarter has been the weakest pe­
riod for Wilkes ail season. 

King's did have one important drive in 

came out fired up on the next possession. 
After 6 plays by the Monarchs, they were 
again faced with a 4th and 1 situation. 
Hessler's pass was incomplete and Wilkes 
took over on Kings' 40-yard line. 

The final score of the game from Wilkes' 

Carlo's Sports Restaurant 
24 7 Carey Ave 

Wilkes-Barre PA 
829-9350 
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junior fullback Kyle Gallagher. Gallagher, who 
dominated the Monarch defense all day long with 
crushing blocks, scored on 1st and goal from the 
2 yard line making the final score 37-0. 

This was the second shutout of the year for 
the Colonels, the first coming against FDU­
Florham early in the season. Wilkes has been 
ranked 1st in scoring defense all year long, and 
keeping an offense like King's out of the endzone 
is impressive to say the least. "I think we are the 
best," said senior linebacker Steve Rogers. "No­
body has done what we have done in the last few 
weeks. I think we're playing as well as anybody 
out there right now." 

Rogers ended the day with 9 total tackles, and 
one for a loss. The defense was.led by freshman 
linebacker Jason Mitkowski, who racked up I 3 total 
tackles. Jon Jamison, the spiritual leader of the 
Colonel defense, leads the secondary in tackles, 
and had 9 on the day and an interception. 

Wilkes racked up 390 total yards on offense 
and limited King's to only 246 yards. l.'orrino went 
8-10, for 85 yards and no interceptions. The 
sophomore quarterback was able to hook up with 
five different receivers during the course of the 
game. 

Trichilo ended the day "{ith 261 yards on the 
ground, four touchdowns, and averaged 7.3 yards 
per carry. He also set a new conference record 
with 27 touchdowns this season. He ends the 
year with 2,079 rushing yards, averaging 6.8 yards 
per carry. He also averaged 207 .9 yards per game. 

The Colonels end the season with an overall 
record of8-2. It's doubtful that Wilkes will be able 
to make the NCAA playoffs since Lycoming.ended 
its season at the top of the MAC with an 8-1 record. 
Most likely, though, the Colonels will be able to 
defend their ECAC Southeast title ~arned last year. 
NCAA and ECAC picks will be named today. 

Kitchen hours -
Mon-Fri 4-11 
Sat - Sun Noon - 11 

MON All U Can Eat Spaghetti 
& Meatballs $3. 9 5 4-8 pm 

FRI Live Acoustic Music 9:30 - 12'.30 
This Week TOM ROGO 

Monday Nite Foot6all 
.25 Wings 8-11 pm 
Free Halftime Buffet 

TUE Two For Tuesday 4-8 pm 
2 Dinners for $9.95 

w/NO COVER CHARGE 

SAT Open at Noon for College Football 
$1. 99 Personal Pizza 

SUN Open at Noon for NFL Football 
NFL Sunday Ticket on Directv 

Every Week 8-11 pm 

Great Food, Sports & Live Music 

Well Worth the short Walk or Drive 
From Campus 

WED Every Week 9:30 pm- 12:30 

STINGRAY w/NO COVER 
The Areas COOLEST Blues Guitarist 

THU All u can Eat Ravioli $4.95 

CHUCK PAUL w/NO COVER 
Acoustic Guitar & Keyboards 

VOTED Areas Best 1 Man Act 
by WEEKENDER 2003 

10% Discount with your College ID 
(Not valid on Specials, Beverages or Lobster Tail) 

Meat, Cheese or Mixed ' WE ACCEPT : MASTERCARD- VISA- MAC 

DISCOVER. AMEX 
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A Look Ahead: Wilkes Basketball for the 2003-04 Season 
BY STEVE KEMBLE 
B.eacon Sports Editor 

This week marks the beginning of the bas­
ketball season for the Wilkes men's and 
women's basketball programs, and that's 
about the only thing the teams have in com­
mon. 

The men's basketball team has eleven re­
turning players from last season and seven 
players that started at some time or another 
during the season. "John Yanniello went 
down at point guard ten games into the sea­
son with a tom ACL. So we kind of juggled 
things somewhat and gave some other guys 
some experience. Now he's back, so there's a 

· lot of experience, because some guys that 
might not have played as much as we had 
thought did get the opportunity to last year 
and hopefully that will benefit those guys," 
said Jerry Rickrode, men's basketball Head 
Coach. 

While the men have an experienced core 
of players, the Lady Colonels have just three . 
players returning who have a good amount 
of playing time at the college level. 

"A couple girls that started early on had 
season ending injuries last year." Rena Bolin 
had started out the year for us at point guard 
and tore her ACL after the eighth game, so 
she's returning. Andrea Kacprowicz started 
out the season- at two guard and played the 
rest of the season at point guard after Rena 
was out. Andrea DeMaranville is our leading · 
retumlng scorer avg. 14.3 points per game, so 
we expect her to carry a significant scoring 
load for us, and Danielle Kresock returns; 

she's played a lot in both of the last two 
years," said Jim Reed, women's basketball 
Head Coach. 

The greatest challenge for the women's 
basketball program this precseason has been 
trying to find a way to replace 
the production of standout 
athlete Whitney Bull, who 
graduated last semester. 

"A big loss is Whitney 
who was the leading scorer 
and rebounder for two 
straight years in the league. 
So we've got to somehow, 
with this group of young kids, 
find rebounding and scoring ... 
Trying to figure out how to 
replace the production that 
Whitney had· and the use of 
our team has been the tough­
est thing," commented Reed. 

The men's program doesn't 
have quite as many questions 
about team make-up or direc­
tion. "Its been a fun group to 
really work with. They've got 
a great attitude and really 
good leadership with three 
seniors ... We're just trying to 
get better everyday not look­
ing down the line at all," ex­
plained Rickrode. "You look 
at our team and the make up 
of it, and the personnel, the 
intangibles, and so forth, and 
I think it has the makings of a 

Rogers Put the "D" in Dominant 
BY KYLA CAMPBELL 
Beacon Staff Writer 

From Freedom Conference Rookie of the 
Year in 1999 to team captain in 2003, senior 
linebacker Steve Rogers has been a domi­
nant force in the Middle Atlantic Conference 
in each of his four seasons on the Wilkes 
University football team. 

Rogers is a four-year starter who saw time 
at both running back and linebacker during 

his freshman season. He racked up 44 tack­
les as a rookie, while also leading the team in 
rushing. The Wilmington, Delaware native 
started his sophomore and junior years solely 
at the linebacker position, totaling 152 tack­
les in 21 gatnes. 

But his most impressive season has hap­
pened in 2003. Rogers has been given more 
responsibility during this final year of his coi­
lege football career. 

championship team." 
The two programs also have set different 

goals for the season at this point in time. 
"I don't think we can put.a finger on goals 

as far as wins and losses go right off the bat, 

"The biggest thing I'm impressed with is 
how very much he has taken to his leader­
ship role and leading by example," s.aid head 
coach Frank Sheptock. "From a mental stand-

. point, we've given him a lot more to carry, and 
he's done great with that." 

What makes this year more of a strain on 
Rogers is that he is no longer beside his fel­
low linebacker of three years, 2003 graduate 
Mike DaRe, and has therefore been required 
to assume more leadership 
responsibilities. 

"From the standpoint 
early on, Steve took the 
burden of the calls and 
makes sure everyone's 
lined up correctly," com­
mented Sheptock. 

because we're so young," said Reed. "My 
primary idea for the team is to improve as the 
season goes on. It's to get as much experi­
ence and playing time for as many kids as we 
can, so whenever we roll around into league 

play those kids have a little bit of 
seasoning and are going to be 
ready to go." 

Rickrode sees the potential in 
his team and is raising the bar a 
little higher. "We want to try to 
win the conference, and then I 
think if you win the conference that 
you can do well in the NCAA tour­
nament, because we have a strong 
conference and in the past when 
we've won it, we made a pretty 
good run. So our overall goal is to 
win it, but the short-term goal is 
just to try to get better everyday 
as a team and .I think we're doing 
that," said Rickrode. 

While the two programs have 
very different structures going into 
the season, both coaches agree 
about how excited they are about 
their players. · 

"I like our team. This has oeen 
the most fun team I've had to 
coach in terms of attitude of all • 
the kids," said Reed. 

"I'm having a lot of fun with 
them, and there really haven't been 
any obstacles," added Rickrode. 

to sideline kid. He's one of the fastest kids 
on the team." 

Rogers feels the entire defense is just as 
quick. "This is the fastest defense I've been 
a part of at Wilkes," he said. 

The Wilkes defense is leading the MAC 
in several areas. They are first in rushing 
defense, limiting opponents to just 89 .3 yards 
per game and seven rushing touchdowns. 
The rushing defense, led by Rogers, is also 

first in red zone defense. Op­
ponents have been inside the 
20-yard line 26 times, but have 
only scored nine touchdowns 
and capitalized on five of 
eleven field goal attempts. 
Heading into their game over 
Delaware Valley, Wilkes was 
ranked ninth in Division Ill in 
rushing defense. 

"Last year, we'd call a 
play, and I could always 
look to DaRe if I needed 
something," . added 
Rogers. "Now, Jason 
[Mitkowski] looks to me. 

ll!®m . * . "We have speed and 
athleticism all around, from the 
linemen to the defensive 

Steve Rogers, Senior .. 
Linebacker 

It's a big adjustment, but I like the challenge." 
And Rogers has stepped up to the chal­

lenge thus far. The two-time second team 
All-MAC honoree is second on the team in 
tackles with 81. Rogers leads the team in tack­
les for loss with thirteen, while adding a team­
high four ~acks for a loss of 22 yards. 

"He's always been physically gifted," 
added Sheptock. "He's a physical, sideline 

backs," added Rogers. "We're 
very physical and detemiined." 

"From physical and athletic standpoints, 
he's at the top of the list and has been a domi­
nant player since he's arrived," concluded 
Sheptock. "I still think that what he does 
speaks volumes for his durability. He hasn't 
missed a game in his career and is at a posi­
tion where he's in the middle of things, play 
in and play out." 

.J 
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Colonel Clipboard 
Schedule Of Events Athlete of the Week 

Wrestling Men's Basketball Women's Basketball 

Nov. 22 - Oneonta St. Toumamet1t 
(Away) 10 a.m. 

Nov. 21-22 - Elizabethtown Touma- Nov. 21-22 Messiah Tournament 
ment (Away) (Away) 

Dec. 2 - King's (Home) 7 p.m. Nov. 25 -Albright (Away) 8 p.m. Nov. 25 - Marywood (Away) 7 Jon N eyerlin 
Wrestling 

p.m. 
Dec. 6- R.I.T. Tournament (Away) Nov. 29-St. Mary's (MD) (Home) 
JO a.m. 4 p.m. Dec. 3 - King's (Home) 6 p.m. 

Dec. 3 - King's (Home) 8 p.m. Dec. 6 - DeSales (Away) 1 p.m. 

Dec. 6 - DeSales (Away) 3 p.m. 

Final Football Standings 

Lycoming 8 1 0 8 1 0 Widener 4 5 0 
Wilkes 7 2 0 8 2 0 Juniata 3 6 0 
Delaware Valley 7 2 0 8 2 0 Moravian 3 6 0 
Albright 6 3 0 7 3 0 Lebanon Valley 1 8 0 I I 

I I King's 6 3 0 7 3 0 FDU-Florham 0 9 0 
Susquehanna ' I ' • I I 

5 

Numbers Of the Week 

Number of matches won in a row by 
junior wrestler, Jeremy Mayer on Saturday. 

' . 

2,079 Number of yards rushing Brett Trichilo 
gained this football season. 

6 Number ofplayers in Division III History to rush 
for 2,000 yards in a season. 

246 Number of total offensive yards the Colonels de.­
fense held King's at Saturday's football game. 

Travel With STS Americas# 1 
Student Tour Operator 

Jamaica. Cancun. Acapulco, Baha1nas, 
and F o id To~, hirin ° ca nu re 

tor g10 p tl OU!il . 

Information/Reservations 
1-800-648-4849 or www.ststravel.com 

Wrestling 

Advancing to the final at 184 pounds at Saturday's 
King College-Monarch Invitational, Neyerlin won 3 of 4 
matches at the tourney: a 4-2 victory, and two wins by 
falls. Neyerlin didn't drop a match until the final match­
up against Ursinus' Mike Troutman who edged 
Neyerlin out 3-2. 

Weekly Recap 

(11/15) King's Monarch Invitational 
(out of 14 teams) 

Football 
(11/15) Wilkes 37 King's 0 

1. Stevens Tech 152.5 
2. York College 119 
3. King's 104.5 
4. Wilkes 104 

Donna Kowalczyk's 
Salon at 419 

823-8966 
419 s.-River St., Wilkes Barre 

Hours 
\Veds. and Fri 9-5 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., and 
Evenings by appointment 
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Colonels Trample Cross-town Rival King's in Season Fjnale 
Wilkes defense dominates in 37-0 shutout 

BY WILL MIDGETT 
Beacon Asst. Sports Editor 

It was a beautiful day at Ralston 
Field on Saturday, and it seemed that 
anyone who is anyone in the city of 
Wilkes-Barre chose to spend it 
watching local college football. The 
far endzone was packed with Wilkes 
students, faculty, staff, and alumni 
who had been building excitement 
for this face-off all semester. There 
was an energy in the cool fall air 
that crackled during the annual 
cross-town rivalry. 

the leading rushing 
offense in the MAC, 
while King's had the 
second leading 
rushing offense. 
Both teams featured 
two of the best run­
ning backs in Divi­
sion III football. The 
game appeared to be 
evenly matched; yet 
nothing could have 
prepart!d King's for 
the thrashing Brett 
Trichilo and the rest 
of the Wilkes of­
fense was about to 
dish out. 

Despite the im­
pressive offensive 
show, it was the un­

The Beacon/T. Mick Jenkins 
Jon Jamison (9) intercepts a pass io Wilkes' victory over 
King's. 

control of the ball at its 
own 28-yard line. Ifthere 
is a perfect way to start 
a football game, then 
junior Brett Trichilo did 
just that on the very first 
play from scrimmage. On 
1st and 10 from the 28, 
Trichilo took off on a 30-
yard run, which set the 
tone for the Colonel of­
fense for the rest of the 
day. 

Wilkes would run the 
ball twice more after that 
play until sophomore 
quarterback Duran 
Porrino threw a key 32-
yard pass to Stephon 
Burgette, who took the 

0. 

Two schools, separated by a 
single city block, went head to head 
on the football field, and when the 
dust finally settled, and the 
scoreboard ticked down to the final 
second, Wilkes emerged with a stun­
ning 37-0 victory over the Kings' 
College Monarchs. 

Both teams entered the gaJT\e with 
identical 7-2 records. Wilkes had 

beatable aggression and seemingly 
impenetrable confidence of the 
Wilkes defense that pounded the 
win home. 

King's won the coin toss to start 
the game, but deferred to Wilkes. 
After an 18-yard kickoff return from 
freshman Jim Jordan, Wilkes took 

ball down to the Kings' 
8 yard line. Trichilo would then 
score his first of four touchdowns 
on 2nd and goal from the 7-yard line 
puttingWilkes on the board first 7-

Saturday's game was a monu­
mental day for the star running 
back and the rest of the offensive 
line. Trichilo became the first player 
in Wilkes and MAC history to rush 
for more than 2,000 yards in a ·single 
season. Trichilo broke the 2,000-
yard barrier early in the 3rd quarter. 
It was on 3rd and 1 from the King's 
46-yard line, and he needed 12 
yards to break 2,000. "Everybody 
and their brother was in the box 
today," said Trichilo about the 
King's defense. "I was nervous be­
cause on a lot of the plays I thought 
they had more players in the box 
than we could block." Trichilo took 
the next handoff and raced around 
the left side of the line for 15 yards 
and was able to draw a personal 
foul penalty on King's for a 
facemask violation. 

Football continued on page 17 
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TODAY(l 1/17) FRIDAY(l 1/21) 
Hunger and Homelessness Week, thru Friday 

Women's Basketball vs Palm Beach Atlantic 
@Messiah Tournament, 5:45 PM 

TUESDAY(ll/18) 
Are We Talking the Same Language? @ 

University of Scranton, 8:30 AM- Noon 

Men's Basketball vs. Adrian (MI)@ 
Elizabethtown Tournament, 6:00 PM 

S~TURDAY{l 1/22) 

Mindy Davis Sterling Silver Sale@ HSC Roth 
Concourse, 9 AM- 3 PM 

Wrestling@ Oneonta Tournament, I 0:00 AM 
Flute Ensemble Concert@Darte Center 

Lobby, I PM 
Red Cross Blood Drive@ HSC Ballroom, 10 

AM-4PM 

WEDNESDAY(fl/19) 
"Essential Humanity"@HSC Miller Room 

@7PM 

THURSDAY(l 1/20) 
Head St~rt @ Beekman Street Center. 8 

PM . 

VPA: Voice Studio Recital @ Darte Center 
Lobby,8PM 

Drunk Driving Simulator 2@ HSC Roth 
Concourse, 11 AM - 5 PM 

Personacards @ HSC Roth Concourse, 11AM 
-3PM 

Men's Basketball @Elizabethtown College 
Tournament, 2/4 PM 

Women's Basketball@Messiah, 3 PM 
Habitat for Humanity Workday 
C];:O Thanksgiving Food Distribution Project 

SUNDAY(l 1/23) 
No events listed 

Congratulations to .Kimberly C~nn, 
who9prrectlyidentified last week's "Find This 
Picture" first/ As Cann p9inted out,. last . 

. week's picture depicted·a door located on the 
side of Bedford Hall (the Public-Safety · · 
Office). Cann will receive a $1 o cash prize , 
courtesy of the Wilkes University 
Programming Board. 

..· The Beacon IT. Mick Jenkins 
;•;•::-,·,,.. . .. ,( . 

This ppoto was ti:lket1 somewhere on Wilkes University's Campus. 
When yoµ )lnd it, email "US the. answer at; wi1kesbeacon@}iotmai1.com. 
~e sure tQ put °Campus J.>icture'' as the subject heading, as well as your name, 
phone m.1mber, and eithet campus mailbox or mailing address in the body text. 
The.first person to cortectly identify the k,cation of this picture will be recognized 
in ne:xtweek,s issue, and will receiv~ a $10 cash prize, courtesty of Programming 
Board. 

The BeacQn we comes notices of events ... publicize it's free! 
Post your event by visitingwww.wilkesbeacon.com or email wilkesbeacon@hotmail.com 


