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The individual has lost touch with the world. Who 
could possibly carewhat one person believed or did? 
These, too, were times that tried men's souls.
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The following article, written by Private Preston 
Eckmeder, who was in the Wilkes College Class of 
'53, as editor of the camp newspaper at the U. S. 
Army Hospital at Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Mary­
land. The former Kingston High School athlete was 
a member of the Colonels' wrestling squad before 
leaving for the service.
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The United States has been forced to play the 
role of a world leader, a role it neither asked for or 
wants. A role foreign to us; a tremendously de­
manding role. But a role which it can no longer 
ignore as it did before. It is a role that, if the pieces 
are ever to fit, we must accept.

Our country is locked in an ideological struggle 
with the Communists who thrive on fear, prejudice, 
ignorance, and despair. Any world power that in­
tends to contain Communism must be a strong coun­
try, its people must be informed and its people must 
have hope and faith in themselves and ultimate vic­
tory.

In a democracy the government is the people. 
If our country is to be strong, if it is to be informed, 
and if it is to have hope, then its people must be 
strong, informed, hopeful.

The time has not come in which a single voice 
cannot be heard over the din and the shouts of the 
world. Churchill was one man. So was Stalin, Fer­
mi and Eisenhower. Yet each was his own author 
of history. Perhaps history is, as some would have 
us believe, nothing more than the story of the lives 
and deeds of men who were not content to set back, 
who believed that they could accomplish what they 
set out to do and who never despaired.

The world is far from being a Utopia (Utopians 
can be intolerably dull) but it is the only world we 
have and, to an appreciable extent, it is up to every 
individual in the United States whether or not it will 
be a free world or an enslaved one.

Let every man and woman in the United States, 
then, resolve this New Year that he is not going to 
be afraid, but strong, that he is not going to be ig­
norant but informed, that he is not going to despair 
but hope, and that he is going to take an active part 
in the doinas of a fateful vear.

By PRESTON ECKMEDER
Nineteen fifty-four was a fateful year, in a fate­

ful world, a world that hasn't been too hospitable of 
late. People found themselves . . . 
"strangerts) and afraid, in a world 
(they) never made."

Today the world is a fitful, bur­
geoning world. It is a world of 
science, politics, and war; it is a 
world trough with anxiety, preju­
dice, poverty, fear, and despair; 
a world in which man with un­
paralleled genius has created 
weapons capable of destroying its 
life.

Those before us bungled the 
job: Instead of a peaceful world, 

they handed us a broken world and said, "Here take 
this mess and see what you can do with the pieces." 
The people of the world are still trying to get the 
pieces to fit.

In this country, 1954 was a year of tension. The 
people were worn out from the never-ending, nerve- 
wracking cold war of attrition with the Communists. 
We held our breath wondering where and when the 
Commies would strike next. Its people were weary 
from the fruitless results of the United Nations and 
were now hoping desperately that maybe peaceful 
co-existence might satisfy the Reds, all the time 
knowing, in their hearts, co-existence is appease­
ment and that it won't satisfy but will only encourage 
even bolder steps.

Evervthina has become too



THE BILLBOARDfa CONTENTS

The Billboard

4Alumni President's Message from William Luetzel

5Election of New Officers ..

EDER
6-7Report

8-9Homecoming Brought Many Back (Special Photos)

10Graduates Enjoyed Alumni Dance (Special Photos)

11Not To Go Forward by Welton G. Farrar

12Wilkes Winter Sports (Special Photos)

13Open Wrestling Toumey Successful

14-15Just A Few Notes About Old Friends

15Secretary's Log by Tom Moran

THE ALUMNUS
WINTER, 1955 Number 2Volume I

become too big, too complex.

■I

Shirley SalsburgNorman Cross

New York

I

Vice President 
Joseph G. Donnelly

Treasurer
James Richardson

Washington 
Marvin Walter

Page

3
tide, written by Private Preston 
in the Wilkes College Class of 
camp newspaper at the U. S. 
erdeen Proving Grounds, Mary- 
agston High School athlete was 
ilonels' wrestling squad before 
ce.

President 
William Luetzel

Secretary 
Rhuea Williams Culp

Members-at-Large
Dr. Robert Kerr William Griffith

CHAPTERS
Philadelphia

Vester V. Vercoe

The home chapter of the Wilkes 
College Alumni Association meets 
on the first Monday of each month 
in the main lounge of Chase Hall 
on South River Street, Wilkes- 
Barre.

Chapters in Philadelphia and 
New York meet according to sche­
dules set up by their own groups. 
It is appreciated when chapters 
notify the home chapter of meet­
ing dates so that when possible 
a representative from the campus 
office can attend.

Special meetings will be held 
on the campus by committees 
working on various projects dur­
ing the next three months.
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I expect to pass through this world but once.

Any good therefore that I can do.

Or any kindness that I can show to any fellow creature, let me do it now 

Let me not defer or neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again.

The individual has lost touch with the world. Who 
could possibly carewhat one person believed or did? 
These, too, were times that tried men's souls.

Published quarterly as the Wilkes College Bulletin for the 
members of the Wilkes College Alumni Association. Offices are 
located in Chase Hall, Wilkes College, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania.
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The COVER
ONE MORE—Wilkes added an­
other property to its rapidly ex­
panding campus recently with the 
joint announcement by President 
Eugene S. Farley and Chairman 
of the Board Gilbert F. McCliin- 
tock that the Daniel Roberts resi­
dence on West River Street has 
been presented to the board by 
Daniel Warner, grandson of the 
former owner.
Many of the Wilkes properties 

have been obtained in this man­
ner through the generosity of local 
people who desire to provide a 
lasting memory and at the same 
time help the local college in its 
effort to provide even greater ser­
vice to the community.

The new property will be com­
pletely remodeled inside and will 
be another men's dormitory.

The United States has been forced to play the 
role of a world leader, a role it neither asked for or 
wants. A role foreign to us; a tremendously de­
manding role. But a role which it can no longer 
ignore as it did before. It is a role that, if the pieces 
are ever to fit, we must accept.

Our country is locked in an ideological struggle 
with the Communists who thrive on fear, prejudice, 
ignorance, and despair. Any world power that in­
tends to contain Communism must be a strong coun­
try, its people must be informed and its people must 
have hope and faith in themselves and ultimate vic­
tory.

In a democracy the government is the people. 
If our country is to be strong, if it is to be informed, 
and if it is to have hope, then its people must be 
strong, informed, hopeful.

The time has not come in which a single voice 
cannot be heard over the din and the shouts of the 
world. Churchill was one man. So was Stalin, Fer­
mi and Eisenhower. Yet each was his own author 
of history. Perhaps history is, as some would have 
us believe, nothing more than the story of the lives 
and deeds of men who were not content to set back, 
who believed that they could accomplish what they 
set out to do and who never despaired.

The world is far from being a Utopia (Utopians 
can be intolerably dull) but it is the only world we 
have and, to an appreciable extent, it is up to every 
individual in the United States whether or not it will 
be a free world or an enslaved one.

Let every man and woman in the United States, 
then, resolve this New Year that he is not going to 
be afraid, but strong, that he is not going to be ig­
norant but informed, that he is not going to despair 
but hope, and that he is going to take an active part 
in the doings of a fateful year.

Entered as second-class matter October 12, 1951 at the post olfice 
al Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, under the act ol August 24, 1912, 
as amended by the act of August 4, 1947.
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Alumni President Calls On Members To Give
Greater Support To All Projects In New Year

Luetzel Elected Preside.
In Large

NEW OFFICERS — Left to right: Norman Cross, member-c 
William Luetzel, president; Rhuea Williams Culp, secretary 
other members-at-large were not present when the photograj

William Luetzel, Forty Fort resident, who stepped 
in to fill an unexpired term of president of the Wilkes 
College Alumni Association over six months ago 
was recently elected to a full term of office by hun­
dreds of members voting from all over the country.

Luetzel was elected over Attorney Joseph Savitz 
in a vote to fill eight offices for 1955.

A close vote determined the vice president when 
Joseph G. Donnelly, well known by many as a mem­
ber of the Wilkes English Department, and a gradu­
ate of Bucknell Junior College, edged Donald L. 
Honeywell, past president, and Attorney Thomas 
Brislin.

Rhuea Williams Culp was elected to the office 
of secretary and James Richardson took over as 
treasurer.

Four members-at-large were elected from a slate 
of nine nominees. Chosen were William Griffith, 
member of the Philadelphia Chapter; Norman Cross, 
Dr. Robert Kerr and Shirley Salsburg.

Dear Fellow Aumni,
It is with pleasure that I address you as your 

Association president for 1955. I would like to thank 
you all for your confidence in me as shown by my 
re-election to the office. You may be sure that I, 
and my fellow officers will serve you to the best of 
our abilities during our term of office.

Before disclosing some of the goals I have set 
for the coming year, I would like to take a moment 
to review last year's activities.

I believe that 1954 was a successful year on the 
whole. Despite the fact that the "Here's To Ya" 
show was not carried to its ultimate production, the 
alumni maintained a high level of interest and loyal­
ty no matter what their feelings were in the matter. 
As a result, the three main events of the year, name­
ly: the Senior reception in June, The Homecoming, 
and the Christmas Dance, received a great deal of 
backing and were well attended.

This year, as previously, your Association has 
tried to encourage more of its members to become 
actively engaged in its activities. I am happy to 
report that we met with a great deal of success in 
this respect. Many new faces have appeared in 
our ranks of active members this year. Alumni from 
as far back as Bucknell Junior College days attended 
our meetings and worked diligently on our Home­
coming and Christmas Dance committees. Others, 
not able to actually work on the committees, showed 
their interest by attending our functions. The Asso­
ciation attempted and succeeded in presenting a 
more representative group of people as nominees 
for the Association offices for 1955.

In regard to our Senior reception, the affair was 
very successful. The Association arranged for the 
banquet hall of the American Legion Post 132 on 
North River Street in Wilkes-Barre and provided an 
orchestra for the occasion. The graduating seniors 
and their families of course were our guests. From 
all reports everyone enjoyed themselves immensely.

In August the Association lost one of its most 
valued members. Dan Williams submitted his re­
signation as president upon his acceptance of a 
position with the U. S. Army in Germany. I became 
president by succession and Don Honeywell accept­
ed the appointment as vice-president for the remain­
der of 1954.

Our Homecoming Weekend was attended by 
approximately two hundred people. This may seem 
like a small number, but I think the pervading senti­
ment is indicative of a bright future for the Associa­
tion. Many people who attended were either there 
for the first time or had not attended for several 
years past. Considering all the favorable comments 
received by the committee and myself, I think the 
weekend's affairs did more to promote interest and 
good will for our organization than we ever thought 
possible. The College and its student body was as 
helpful and enthusiastic as ever about the Home- 
coming. This year, for the first time, we honored 
our first Homecoming Queen, Miss Gloria Dran, and 
her court. Chosen by the student body, the Queen 
and her court had a place of honor at the football

game Saturday afternoon and at our dinner-dance 
that evening.

The Association's Christmas Dance pleasantly 
brought the curtain down on our activities for the 
year. Held at the Sterling Hotel Christmas night, 
the dance attracted a large crowd, though not as 
large as the preceding year. Had the dance been 
held on a more favorable evening, I believe there 
would have been a much larger attendance. Ar­
rangements necessitated such a decision. At the 
dance the newly elected officers for 1955 were an­
nounced. Mrs. Rhuea (Williams) Culp was elected 
Secretary, James Richardson, Treasurer, and Joseph 
Donnelly, Vice-president.

In closing the book of 1954, I would like to thank 
everyone in the Association and the College and its 
student body for all the work and assistance you 
have given us this year. Special mention might be 
made of the Senior Reception, Homecoming, and 
Christmas Dance committees, of Tom Moran and his 
staff for their help and assistance and that excellent 
Fall edition of the Alumnus Magazine, of the help 
and interest of Dr. Farley and the Administration.

And what of the future?
My aims for the coming year are the same I 

presented in the message which appeared in the 
Fall issue of the Alumnus. These aims form a three 
point program, with several recent additions.

The first is to organize our Association to a great­
er degree. This will include seeking a larger and 
more active membership and the possible establish­
ment of more chapters, in making needed revisions 
in our constitution, and in improving our administra­
tive procedures.

Secondly, to align ourselves more closely with 
the college placement bureau and the Administra­
tion in the job placement field and in promoting 
Wilkes College and recruiting new students.

Thirdly, to aid the College whenever and wher­
ever possible in fund raising drives. Very shortly 
the College is embarking on such a project. Within 
the next few weeks the alumni will be asked to con­
tribute. I hope you will all help in our efforts to 
raise our proportion of the total amount of money 
set as the goal. It is not necessarily the amount a 
person gives, but the number who contribute.

1955 looms as a promising year for the Alumni 
Association. I urge you all to help us in any way 
you can. Attend our meetings, serve on our com­
mittees, offer constructive criticism, bring in fellow 
alumni. To the more recent graduates we extend a 
hand of welcome. We want you to feel you are all 
as much a part of the Association as the older alum­
ni. If the heart-warming enthusiasm and interest 
of the past year is linked with the yet untapped po­
tential we possess as a group, our achievements 
this year of 1955 will far outshine the best we have 
done in the past.

Sincerely yours,
WILLIAM LUETZEL, 
President,
Wilkes College Alumni Association
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NEW OFFICERS — Left to right: Norman Cross, member-at-large; Joseph G. Donnelly vice president; 
William Luetzel, president; Rhuea Williams Culp,secretary; and James Richardson, treasurer. Three 
other members-at-large were not present when the photograph was taken.

William Luetzel, Forty Fort resident, who stepped 
in to fill an unexpired term of president of the Wilkes 
College Alumni Association over six months ago 
was recently elected to a full term of office by hun­
dreds of members voting from all over the country.

Luetzel was elected over Attorney Joseph Savitz 
in a vote to fill eight offices for 1955.

A close vote determined the vice president when 
Joseph G. Donnelly, well known by many as a mem­
ber of the Wilkes English Department, and a gradu­
ate of Bucknell Junior College, edged Donald L. 
Honeywell, past president, and Attorney Thomas 
Brislin.

Rhuea Williams Culp was elected to the office 
of secretary and James Richardson took over as 
treasurer.

Four members-at-large were elected from a slate 
of nine nominees. Chosen were William Griffith, 
member of the Philadelphia Chapter; Norman Cross, 
Dr. Robert Kerr and Shirley Salsburg.
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the dance attracted a large crowd, though not as 
large as the preceding year. Had the dance been 
held on a more favorable evening, I believe there 
would have been a much larger attendance. Ar­
rangements necessitated such a decision. At the 
dance the newly elected officers for 1955 were an­
nounced. Mrs. Rhuea (Williams) Culp was elected 
Secretary, James Richardson, Treasurer, and Joseph 
Donnelly, Vice-president.

In closing the book of 1954, I would like to thank 
everyone in the Association and the College and its 
student body for all the work and assistance you 
have given us this year. Special mention might be 
made of the Senior Reception, Homecoming, and 
Christmas Dance committees, of Tom Moran and his 
staff for their help and assistance and that excellent 
Fall edition of the Alumnus Magazine, of the help 
and interest of Dr. Farley and the Administration.

And what of the future?
My aims for the coming year are the same I 

presented in the message which appeared in the 
Fall issue of the Alumnus. These aims form a three 
point program, with several recent additions.

The first is io organize our Association to a great­
er degree. This will include seeking a larger and 
more active membership and the possible establish­
ment of more chapters, in making needed revisions 
in our constitution, and in improving our administra­
tive procedures.

Secondly, to align ourselves more closely with 
the college placement bureau and the Administra­
tion in the job placement field and in promoting 
Wilkes College and recruiting new students.

Thirdly, to aid the College whenever and wher­
ever possible in fund raising drives. Very shortly 
the College is embarking on such a project. Within 
the next fevz weeks the alumni will be asked to con­
tribute. I hope you will all help in our efforts to 
raise our proportion of the total amount of money 
set as the goal. It is not necessarily the amount a 
person gives, but the number who contribute.

1955 looms as a promising year for the Alumni 
Association. I urge you all to help us in any way 
you can. Attend our meetings, serve on our com­
mittees, offer constructive criticism, bring in fellow 
alumni. To the more recent graduates we extend a 
hand of welcome. We want you to feel you are all 
as much a part of the Association as the older alum­
ni. If the heart-warming enthusiasm and interest 
of the past year is linked with the yet untapped po­
tential we possess as a group, our achievements 
this year of 1955 will far outshine the best we have 
done in the past.

Sincerely yours,
WILLIAM LUETZEL,
President,
Wilkes College Alumni Association

Election results:
President:

William Luetzel
Joseph Savitz________

Vice President:
Joseph Donnelly 
Donald Honeywell . ....
Thomas Brislin 

Secretary:
Rhuea Williams Culp

Ruth Jones  
Treasurer:

James Richardson ..... .
Gifford Cappellini  

Members-at-Large:
William Griffiths .... ..  ..... 350
Norman Cross  ________  278
Shirley Salsburg ....  275
Dr. Robert Kerr .  272
Joseph Farrell  232
M. Lloyd Davies . ... .  . 228
Nelson Jones  ...  221
Sallyanne Frank Rosenn ... .... 219
Jack Kloeber . .. .    208
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Dr. Eugene S. Farley

he could defend his life, his fan 
ly, and his property.

In spite of threats and atrociti? 
the miracle is that in Israel the 
are still 165 thousand Arabs li 
ing at peace with their Jew! 
neighbors and enjoying the san 
opportunities and privileges th 
have been brought to this area 1 
the Jewish state. In spite of coi 
pulsory schooling the Arabs st 
do not educate their children < 
the Jews educate theirs, and 
consequence have not yet dev 
loped the ability to create ar 
great prosperity for themselve 
ihey are, however, required 
develop self-government as 
Nazareth, which is a complete' 
Arab city, and they are expects 
to school their children so that ths 
may participate in the econorr 
and politics of the new state.

The population of the Near Ea 
is less tnan it was in Biblic 
times, due to the fact that the trei 
have been destroyed and tl 
lands despoiled. The Israeli 
however, are attacking this pro 
lem vigorously and consistentl 
and in many instances they a 
turning barren areas into ferti 
and productive farms. One ki 
butz, which we visited outside 
Jerusalem contained 150 acres 
beautiful and productive orchan

that the same thing would happen 
to all Arabs who remained in the 
new State of Israel. These acts 
and threats naturally created fear 
and caused an Arab withdrawal 
from Israel. The Arab then con­
solidated his strength in an effort 
to expell the Jew, while the Jew 
consolidated his position so that

By DR. EUGENE S. FARLEY 
President, Wilkes College

During the past summer I fre­
quently round myself wishing that 
our students of history or Sociolo­
gy might be able to use the Near 
East as a laboratory. Through 
such laboratory experience stu­
dents of History would be increas­
ingly aware of the fact that civili­
zations are built on the ruins of 
past civilizations, and they would 
also be made conscious of the fact 
that as new religions and new poli­
tical ideals are developed the ad­
vocates of new systems fequently 
seek to destroy the ideas and ide­
als of the past. In all parts of the 
Near East we found evidences of 
successive civilizations adopting 
and robbing the institutions of the 
past, just as we found evidences 
that successive generations 
had sometimes feared the influ­
ences of the past and had sought 
to destroy them by damaging and 
perverting the tangible evidences 
of past civilizations. Ruins and 
archaeological reports suggested 
time and again that man has been 
prevented by his prejudices and 
bigotries from making the greatest 
and best use of the past.

For Sociologists the Near East 
makes an ideal laboratory. Here, 
as much as any place in the 
world, contrasting cultures and 
conflicting ideals create tensions 
that threaten the peace and jeop­
ardize the security of millions. 
Within a distance of a mile it is 
possible to visit cities in which the 
cultures are separated by some 
two thousand years. Unbeliev­
able contrasts in thought and prac­
tice are found a few yards apart 
so that by crossing a line you 
move from the time of Christ into 
the twentieth century. When first 
informed that such a drastic 
change in atmosphere could be 
experienced by moving across an 
imaginary line, we doubted it, but 
after walking a hundred yards we 
became aware of the fact that we 
did move forward two thousand 
years by moving from one city to 
another. It wasn't only that in one 
city you were surrounded by re­
lics of past civilizations, whereas 
in the other you found all of the 
structures of a modem city, but

nomic institutions of modem Eu­
rope. Because of their know-how 
they soon created within Palestine 
an economy that was more vigor­
ous than that existing in the sur­
rounding states, and introduced 
political ideals and practices 
which were so democratic as to 
arouse the fear of the controlling 
groups in the surrounding states.

Through united efforts and care­
ful planning the Jews advanced 
the economy of Palestine even be­
fore the new state of Israel was 
created. In consequence the pop­
ulation more than doubled be­
tween 1922 and 1948, and the num­
ber of Arabs attracted to Palestine 
by the new enterprises and the 
new opportunities exceeded the 
number of Jews. Unfortunately, 
cultural differences were great 
and fear aroused by the aspira­
tions of Zionists for the creation 
of a Jewish state. This fear de­
veloped mistrust and in conse­
quence, a number of attacks and 
atrocities were perpetrated by rep­
resentatives of the two qroups. 
Although the majority of both 
Arabs and Jews once aspired to 
live in peace, the fear and hatred 
created by isolated atrocities and 
by statements of extremists de­
veloped mutual fears which made

the inevitable consequences of re­
peated frustration. After develop­
ing one of the world's great civili­
zations between the 7th century 
to the 12th century, the Arab ex­
perienced a period of orthodoxy 
and decline which in the 15th cen­
tury led to his domination by the 
Turks. For 400 years he remained 
under the dominion of the Turks 
and the first World War gave him 
his first hope of independence. 
When the McMahon-Hussein 
Agreement was signed, promising 
that the English would support an 
independent and sovereign Arab 
state, the Arabs hoped to create 
a united nation covering the Ara­
bian Peninsula and the Near East.

Unfortunately for these hopes, 
the French and the British within 
a year reached a new agreement 
that ignored the McMahon-Hus­
sein Agreement and split the con­
trol of tne Arab countries between 
them. Thus the long-time aspira­
tions of the Arabs for indepen­
dence were frustrated again by 
the aspirations of colonial em­
pires. Naturally the Arabs were 
embittered by the breaking of the 
McMahon - Hussein Agreement, 
and a protracted struggle for na­
tional independence followed the 
first World War and continued un­
til the years following the second 
World War when the indepen­
dence of Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, 
and Iraq were recognized by the 
United Nations and the receding 
empires of Europe.

Here again the Arabs met a 
new and bitter frustration, for they 
then discovered that the Jews who 
had been forced out of Europe by 
the terrors of Hitler and by the 
despotism of surrounding govern­
ments had taken seriously the 
statement of the Balfour Declara­
tion that a homeland be created 
for them in Palestine. In conse­
quence of their hope for a new 
homeland, and in an effort to es­
cape the brutality and intolerance 
confronting them in Europe, Asia, 
and Africa, more than half a mil­
lion Jews migrated to Palestine 
after 1945. The refugees from Eu­
rope were frequently men of great 
ability and advanced culture who 
brought with them the thought and 
ideals and the political and eco-

Wilkes President Returns From Near East Visit 
With Report On Conditions In That Territory

Jews to live side by side in peace 
and harmony.

Although many people wish to 
know only one side of the story, 
it is well to remember that there 
are definitely two sides to this 
tragic story. It is true that the 
Mufti of Jerusalem ordered all 
Arabs out of Israel with the prom­
ise that they would be returned 
within two weeks—after the Jews 
had been exterminated or driven 
into the sea. It is equally true 
that the secretary of the Arab 
League stated that there would be 
a massacre such as the world had 
never seen and that the blood of 
Jews would flow until the water 
and sands of the area were red. 
On the other hand, it is equally 
true that terrorists among the Is­
raelis attacked the village of Dier 
Yassein and massacred a thou­
sand Arabs and then announced themselves in the Arab lane
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there was a difference in the 
atmosphere of the city and in the 
attitudes of the people. These 
contrasts drive home the fact that 
material differences are but a re­
flection of difference in the educa­
tion and thoughts of men, for 
where men have won freedom of 
thought and have been encourag­
ed through schools to think freely 
and independently, they have 
been able to expand scientific 
knowledge and to develop econo­
mic and political institutions 
through which they can release 
and harness the material re­
sources of their environment. It 
is not materialism that has given 
free men the material advantages 
that distinguish them from the 
"have nots"; it is their use of in­
telligence and their awakened so­
cial conscience, which have caus­
ed them to create institutions for 
the purpose of releasing man's in­
tellectual and spiritual resources; 
and once these human forces are 
released man's conquest of his en­
vironment begins—but not until 
then. If the nations of the Near 
East will nurture and develop the 
latent talents of their people, the 
backward states, within one or 
two aenerations, may match the 
achievements of their more pro­
gressive neighbors.

Tensions of the Near East are
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In spite of threats and atrocities, 
the miracle is that in Israel there 
are still 165 thousand Arabs liv­
ing at peace with their Jewish 
neighbors and enjoying the same 
opportunities and privileges that 
have been brought to this area by 
the Jewish state. In spite of com­
pulsory schooling the Arabs still 
do not educate their children as 
the Jews educate theirs, and in 
consequence have not yet deve­
loped tne ability to create any 
great prosperity for themselves, 
iney are, however, required to 
develop self-government as in 
Nazareth, which is a completely 
Arab city, and they are expected 
to school their children so that they 
may participate in the economy 
ana politics of the new state.

The population of the Near East 
is less tnan it was in Biblical 
times, due to the fact that the trees 
have been destroyed and the 
lands despoiled. The Israelis, 
however, are attacking this prob­
lem vigorously and consistently, 
and in many instances they are 
turning barren areas into fertile 
and productive farms. One kib­
butz, which we visited outside of 
Jerusalem contained 150 acres of 
beautiful and productive orchards 
and vineyards. Just 18 years ago 
the hill on which this kibbutz was 
established had been as barren 
as its neighbors. Through work, 
intelligence, and the application 
ol tecnnical know-how the new­
comers created wealth where pov­
erty formerly existed. Similarly, 
along the shore near Tel Aviv we 
found an orphan asylum in the 
midst of a rich farm, and surround­
ing the farm we saw other areas 
producing nothing but the usual 
marsh grasses. Again, by techni­
cal know-how and hard work this 
farm had been created from the 
wastes of the shore land.

All of us have heard of the Arab 
refugee camps, but few are aware 
that 850,000 Arab refugees have 
been held in these camps since 
1948. These people are held with­
out hope of release and with no 
opportunity to establish lives for 
themselves in the Arab lands. 
Rioting is done to better their lot 
but, for political reasons, they are 
constantly encouraged to hope for 
the return of their old homes in 
Israel.

The situation is such, however, 
that they would probably fear to which will release the great capa-

tunity. And surely the Israeli 
would fear the return to his midst 
of a group wno had developed a 
prolongea and bitter hatred and 
whose efforts would be for the de­
struction of the new and demo­
cratic state of Israel. It would 
seem, therefore, that the one hope 
of these people is a development 
of Arab lands similar to tne de­
velopment of lands within Israel. 
Existing tensions and animosities 
are too great to admit turning back 
of the clock or a return to old 
homes. In addition, the old homes 
are now occupied by Jewish refu­
gees from all parts of the world 
who have passed through transit 
camps in Israel.

The refugee in Israel faces an 
entirely different prospect than 
does the Arab refugee in the Arab 
lands. The refugee in Israel is 
placed in the camps for training 
and indoctrination in the ideals 
and practices of Israel. He learns 
that a place in the economy of 
Israel awaits him and will be 
opened to him as soon as possible. 
Tnerefore, hope and enthusiasm 
are found in the transit camps of 
Israel as contrasted with the hope­
lessness and despair of the refugee 
camps of the Arab states. Al­
though living conditions are as 
meager in the transit camp as in 
the refugee camp, the atmosphere 
is tremendously different because 
one people is moving forward 
with confidence and hope, where­
as the other cannot look forward 
to any life outside of the camps in 
which they are retained.

Nowhere in the world are the 
problems that confront us brought 
into focus more clearly than in the 
Near East. On one side we find 
poverty and ignorance, and on 
the other side we find organized 
intelligence directed toward hu­
man betterment. The contrasting 
material conditions seem to re­
flect a highly developed social 
conscience, the dynamic force of 
free minds, and the application of 
technical knowledge on one side 
as contrasted with inertia and in­
difference for human welfare on 
the other.

As one contrasts the two situa­
tions, he is inevitably driven to 
the conclusion that the differences 
between the haves and have nots 
is not in the natural resources of 
the land but in the faith that men 
have in themselves and in their 
willingness to develop institutions

there was a difference in the 
atmosphere of the city and in the 
attitudes of the people. These 
contrasts drive home the fact that 
material differences are but a re­
flection of difference in the educa­
tion and thoughts of men, for 
where men have won freedom of 
thought and have been encourag­
ed through schools to think freely 
and independently, they have 
been able to expand scientific 
knowledge and io develop econo­
mic and political institutions 
through which they can release 
and harness the material re­
sources of their environment. It 
is not materialism that has given 
free men the material advantages 
that distinguish them from the 
"have nots"; it is their use of in­
telligence and their awakened so­
cial conscience, which have caus­
ed them to create institutions for 
the purpose of releasing man's in­
tellectual and spiritual resources; 
and once these human forces are 
released man's conquest of his en­
vironment begins—but not until 
then. If the nations of the Near 
East will nurture and develop the 
latent talents of their people, the 
backward states, within one or 
two aenerations, may match the 
achievements of their more pro­
gressive neighbors.

Tensions of the Near East are

nomic institutions of modem Eu­
rope. Because of their know-how 
they soon created within Palestine 
an economy that was more vigor­
ous than that existing in the sur­
rounding states, and introduced 
pclitical ideals and practices 
which were so democratic as to 
arouse the fear of the controlling 
groups in the surrounding states.

Through united efforts and care­
ful planning the Jews advanced 
the economy of Palestine even be­
fore the new state of Israel was 
created. In consequence the pop­
ulation more than doubled be­
tween 1922 and 1948, and the num­
ber of Arabs attracted to Palestine 
by the new enterprises and the 
new opportunities exceeded the 
number of Jews. Unfortunately, 
cultural differences were great 
and fear aroused by the aspira­
tions of Zionists for the creation 
of a Jewish state. This fear de­
veloped mistrust and in conse­
quence, a number of attacks and 
atrocities were perpetrated by rep­
resentatives of the two groups. 
Although the majority ot both 
Arabs and Jews once aspired to 
live in peace, the fear and hatred 
created by isolated atrocities and 
by statements of extremists de­
veloped mutual fears which made 
it almost impossible for Arabs and 
Jews to live side by side in peace 
and harmony.

Although many people wish to 
know only one side of the story, 
it is well to remember that there 
are definitely two sides to this 
tragic story. It is true that the 
Mufti of Jerusalem ordered all 
Arabs out of Israel with the prom­
ise that they would be returned 
within two weeks—after the Jews 
had been exterminated or driven 
into the sea. It is equally true 
that the secretary of the Arab 
League stated that there would be 
a massacre such as the world had 
never seen and that the blood of 
Jews would flow until the water 
and sands of the area were red. 
On the other hand, it is equally 
true that terrorists among the Is­
raelis attacked the village of Dier 
Yassein and massacred a thou­
sand Arabs and then announced 
that the same thing would happen 
to all Arabs who remained in the 
new State of Israel. These acts 
and threats naturally created fear 
and caused an Arab withdrawal 
from Israel. The Arab then con­
solidated his strength in an effort 
to expell the Jew, while the Jew 
consolidated his position so that
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Dr. Eugene S. Farley

the inevitable consequences of re­
peated frustration. After develop­
ing one of the world's great civili­
zations between the 7th century 
to the 12th century, the Arab ex­
perienced a period of orthodoxy 
and decline which in the 15th cen­
tury led to his domination by the 
Turks. For 400 years he remained 
under the dominion of the Turks 
and the first World War gave him 
his first hope of independence. 
When the McMahon-Hussein 
Agreement was signed, promising 
that the English would support an 
independent and sovereign Arab 
state, the Arabs hoped to create 
a united nation covering the Ara­
bian Peninsula and the Near East.

Unfortunately for these hopes, 
the French and the British within 
a year reached a new agreement 
that ignored the McMahon-Hus­
sein Agreement and split the con­
trol of tne Arab countries between 
them. Thus the long-time aspira­
tions of the Arabs for indepen­
dence were frustrated again by 
the aspirations of colonial em- 
.ires. Naturally the Arabs were 
embittered by the breaking of the 
McMahon - Hussein Agreement, 
and a protracted struggle for na­
tional independence followed the 
first World War and continued un­
til the years following the second 
World War when the indepen­
dence of Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, 
and Iraq were recognized by the 
United Nations and the receding 
empires of Europe.

Here again the Arabs met a 
new and bitter frustration, for they 
then discovered that the Jews who 
had been forced out of Europe by 
the terrors of Hitler and by the 
despotism of surrounding govern­
ments had taken seriously the 
statement of the Balfour Declara­
tion that a homeland be created 
for them in Palestine. In conse­
quence of their hope for a new 
homeland, and in an effort to es­
cape the brutality and intolerance 
confronting them in Europe, Asia, 
and Africa, more than half a mil­
lion Jews migrated to Palestine 
after 1945. The refugees from Eu­
rope were frequently men of great 
ability and advanced culture who 
brought with them the thought and 
ideals and the political and eco-



COLORFUL HOMECOMING BROUGHT MANY BACK TO WILKES COLLEGE FOF

Returning Alumni Describe Program
Best In History of the Organization

One officer summed up the homecoming as a success in two words, "New 
Faces." And there were many of them. From the early Bucknell Junior Col­

lege days to the most recent graduates of Wilkes College came representa­
tives who found it nice to return to the fold.

In all, it was a wonderful experience and showed promise of even bigger 
and finer homecomings in years to come.

GLORIA DRAN 
'Homecoming Queen'

PAT McNELIS 
'Princess’

MARLENE TOTH 
'Princess'

In the opinion of the many who attended the gala week-end back on the 
campus and the officers who appraised the event, the recent homecoming was 
the most sucessful in the history the Wilkes College Alumni Association.

A reception, musical comedy, noon luncheon on Saturday, football game, 
cocktail party and dinner-dance highlighted the week-end program.

Although the Homecoming is now nothing more than a pleasant memory 
to those who attended, it is in this issue of "The Alumnus" that we are present­
ing a report in words and pictures to the members who were unable to make 
the annual get-together.
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The first two decades in the life of this institution 
have witnessed unparalleled emergence into a well- 
regarded small liberal arts college stressing intimate 
personal education which, according to our way of 
thinking is of necessity the only type that is consis­
tent with the marks of an educated man. To some 
of the older alumni, I might point out that these 
marks are one of the few things that have not chang­
ed on campus, nor are they likely to change; only 
the means of implementation change as we con­
stantly seek the things that enhance these marks. 
Much thought, action, and money have gone into 
finding and obtaining those things which will con­
tinue to make Wilkes the college that we would all 
like to see grow as its place in the collegiate sun 
becomes more secure.

In this metamorphosis from the small junior col­
lege which was a product of the disastrous depres­
sion, many people in this community have contribut­
ed much of the above-mentioned trinity of thought, 
action, and money. They have recognized and con­
sented to the fact that a college with no alumni can­
not rely on this group for support. They do feel with 
logic on their side that as our twentieth graduating 
class leaves this campus in June, it is high time that 
our alumni begin to take an increasing responsibility 
in the life of the college. Name for me, if you will, 
any outstanding collegiate institution in the nation 
today, and I will show you an alumni whose work 
on behalf of that college is constructive and inspira­
tional.

A Latin proverb succinctly expresses a law ap­
plicable to the growth of individuals, institutions, and 
societies. This phrase, "non prograedi est regredi," 
is translated simply not to go forward is to go back­
ward. Its significance for Wilkes College is one that 
I should like to take some moments to dwell upon 
with you.
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By WELTON G. FARRAR
Director of Development

You will be hearing more in the future about 
this first annual alumni solicitation. I hope that you 
will bear the following thought in mind. This maiden 
attempt to place the alumni solidly behind the col­
lege will be judged successful according to the num­
ber who participate rather than by any total amount 
or guota. This makes your decision to give the all- 
important aspect of this solicitation.

Let me ask you to review in your minds all the 
progress of the first score years of development, 
progress that is only in part brick and mortar. The 
great danger at this stage of the development of the 
college is that either complacency or lack of self­
confidence may induce us to be content with our­
selves as we are. When as we look around us we 
see no defects or make no attempt to remedy those 
that we do see, we inevitably move backward.

In this metamorphosis from the small junior col­
lege which was a product of the disastrous depres­
sion, many people in this community have contribut­
ed much of the above-mentioned trinity of thought, 
action, and money. They have recognized and con­
sented to the fact that a college with no alumni can­
not rely on this group for support. They do feel with 
logic on their side that as our twentieth graduating 
class leaves this campus in June, it is high time that 
our alumni begin to take an increasing responsibility 
in the life of the college. Name for me, if you will, 
any outstanding collegiate institution in the nation 
today, and I will show you an alumni whose work 
on behalf of that college is constructive and inspira­
tional.

The first two decades in the life of this institution 
have witnessed unparalleled emergence into a well- 
regarded small liberal arts college stressing intimate 
personal education which, according to our way of 
thinking is of necessity the only type that is consis­
tent with the marks of an educated man. To some 
of the older alumni, I might point out that these 
marks are one of the few things that have not chang­
ed on campus, nor are they likely to change; only 
the means of implementation change as we con­
stantly seek the things that enhance these marks. 
Much thought, action, and money have gone into 
finding and obtaining those things which will con­
tinue to make Wilkes the college that we would all 
like to see grow as its place in the collegiate sun 
becomes more secure.

Not only is the continued help of the Wyoming 
Valley community contingent upon the interest that 
our alumni show in Wilkes College; so is that of the 
General Electric Company. This corporate giant re­
cently announced a plan of giving to colleges under 
which they will match dollar-for-dollar the contribu­
tions of their employees to the colleges from which 
these employees came. Frankly, this makes a good 
deal of sense, because General Electric receives all 
kinds of requests every month from colleges seeking 
financial support. What better way to determine 
the worth of each request than to assume that the 
willingness to give of those who know the college 
best—its alumni—measures well the merit of the in­
stitution in question. Our many alumni now in the 
employ of General Electric now have the privilege 
of making each dollar contribution to Wilkes do the 
work of two. I hope that they will open their hearts 
and their minds to the significance of this fact.

A Latin proverb succinctly expresses a law ap­
plicable to the growth of individuals, institutions, and 
societies. This phrase, "non prograedi est regredi," 
is translated simply not to go forward is to go back­
ward. Its significance for Wilkes College is one that 
I should like to take some moments to dwell upon 
with you.
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The Wilkes College wrestling team, under the 
guidance of Coach John Reese for the second year, 
is facing one of the toughest schedules in the history 
of a Colonel mat team. And despite several early 
losses, the team has never failed to give a good ac-
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count of itself. Reese is in the process of building 
for the future. Members of the team, left to right, 
are Coach Reese, Don Reynolds, Don McFadden, 
Sam Shugar, Don Wilkinson, Neil Dadurka, Dave 
Thomas, Jerry Elias, Bob Morgan, James Coleman.
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Many former athletes of Wilkes College have get-together 
written to the Alumni Office in an effort to determine 
whether it would be possible to organize a Wilkes 
College Alumni Lettermen's Club.

It was their hope that the lettermen, while ful­
filling every obligation as regular members of the 
Alumni Association, would be able to form a club 
that would hold meetings aside from the association
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Five Point-Getters For Wilkes Cage Team
ALL SIZES—Handling the basketball assignments on a varsity basis this year 
at Wilkes College are these five courtmen, left to right, Jim Ferris, John Bresna­

han, Harry Ennis, Parker Petrilak and Joe Jablonski.
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Dr. Arthur Kruger
Makes "Who's Who"

Out of every 10,000 prominent 
people throughout -the country, 15 
are chosen under carefully tested 
selective standards to represent 
the outstanding citizens of Ameri­
ca in "Who's Who". Among the 
few selected distinguished persons 
was Dr. Arthur N. Kruger, who this 
year will join Wilkes' president, 
Dr. Eugene S. Farley, in the fifth 
edition of "Who's Who in the East" 
and "Who's Who in America", 
which will be published at a later 
date. Dr. Farley's name has ap­
peared previously, but it is the 
first time for Kruger to be so honor­
ed.

Kruger and Dr. Farley, College 
President, share the distinction of 
being the only two faculty mem­
bers on campus who have been 
chosen for the honor. The pur­
poses of this publication are to in­
troduce American citizens with the 
prominent leaders of their country 
in various professions and for pub­
licity reference for newspapers 
and other communication media.

Kruger was chosen on the basis 
of being an outstanding educator 
and community leader.
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Champions In Open Mat Tourname:
NATIONAL EVENT—Wyoming Valley, through the of Pittsburg, 
efforts of Wilkes College, is rapidly becoming known West Virginit 
throughout the country as the site of the Rose Bowl ed, 137-poun< 
of Wrestling because of the Open Wrestling Touma- igan, 147-pot 
ment which ran for two days. Approximately 300 attached, 15 
took part on the mat to decide champions in each pounds; Joe 
weight class and team victor. The University of Macaleer, Pi 
Michigan won the team trophy. Individual cham- Lehigh, unlh 
pions, left to right, first row are: Don Clark, Syracuse boy champic 
University, 115 pounds; William Hulings, University in his colleg■
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Setters For Wilkes Cage Team
the basketball assignments on a varsity basis this year 
these five courtmen, left to right, Jim Ferris, John Bresna- 
y Ennis, Parker Petrilak and Joe Jablonski.

Alumni Lettermen Seeking New Tie With College
Many former athletes of Wilkes College have 

written to the Alumni Office in an effort to determine 
whether it would be possible to organize a Wilkes 
College Alumni Lettermen's Club.

It was their hope that the lettermen, while ful­
filling every obligation as regular members of the 
Alumni Association, would be able to form a club 
that would hold meetings aside from the association
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Out of every 10,000 prominent 
people throughout -the country, 15 
are chosen under carefully tested 
selective standards to represent 
the outstanding citizens of Ameri­
ca in "Who's Who". Among the 
few selected distinguished persons 
was Dr. Arthur N. Kruger, who this 
year will join Wilkes' president, 
Dr. Eugene S. Farley, in the fifth 
edition of "Who's Who in the East" 
and "Who's Who in America", 
which will be published at a later 
date. Dr. Farley's name has ap­
peared previously, but it is the 
first time for Kruger to be so honor­
ed.

Kruger and Dr. Farley, College 
President, share the distinction of 
being the only two faculty mem­
bers on campus who have been 
chosen for the honor. The pur­
poses of this publication are to in­
troduce American citizens with the 
prominent leaders of their country 
in various professions and for pub­
licity reference for newspapers 
and other communication media.

Kruger was chosen on the basis 
of being an outstanding educator 
and community leader.

of Pittsburg, 123-pounds; Louis Guidi, University of 
West Virginia, 130-pounds; Larry Fomcola, unattach­
ed, 137-pounds; and Don Haney, University of Mich­
igan, 147-pounds. Second row: Frank Bettucci, un­
attached, 157-pounds; Ed DeWitt, Pittsburgh, 167- 
pounds; Joe Solomon, Pittsburgh, 177-pounds; Dick 
Macaleer, Princeton, 191-pounds; and Warner Seel, 
Lehigh, unlimited. Guidi, a West Virginia school 
boy champion, won the Outstanding Wrestler Award 
in his college's first participation in the meet.

B M

life J

count of itself. Reese is in the process of building 
for the future. Members of the team, left to right, 
are Coach Reese, Don Reynolds, Don McFadden, 
Sam Shugar, Don Wilkinson, Neil Dadurka, Dave 
Thomas, Jerry Elias, Bob Morgan, James Coleman.

Champions In Open Mat Tournament At Wilkes College
NATIONAL EVENT—Wyoming Valley, through the 
efforts of Wilkes College, is rapidly becoming known 
throughout the country as the site of the Rose Bowl 
of Wrestling because of the Open Wrestling Tourna­
ment which ran for two days. Approximately 300 
took part on the mat to decide champions in each 
weight class and team victor. The University of 
Michigan won the team trophy. Individual cham­
pions, left to right, first row are: Don Clark, Syracuse 
University, 115 pounds; William Hulings, University

K5- Vi

get-togethers to maintain their athletic ties with 
Wilkes on a closer basis.

Many former lettermen are still in the valley 
and have expressed a desire to take a constructive 
part in the operation of sports at their alma mater.

Former lettermen interested in this project are 
asked to forward their opinions in writing to either 
the alumni office or George Ralston, director of ath­
letics.

■Illi
■
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former Bib Vivian, '46, and is working for Sun Old 
Company at Montrose, Pa. . . . The couple has two 
children, Marjorie, 5, Jeffrey, 1 . . . Herbert Quick is 
teaching French and English at Thurmont (Md.) High 
School and working for a master's degree.

CLASS of 1951 — Willard G. Prater prepared for 
the ministry in the Episcopal Church at Bexley HaU 
Theological Seminary and is in the Bethlehem dio­
cese ... He is married to Phyllis Deisher, '54 . . . 
SaUy R. Mittleman is a sixth grade teacher in the 
Montgomery County (Md.) school system . . . She 
was married in June to Hammond Begun, a naval 
veteran from Gardner, Mass. . . . Wade Hayhurst 
claims to be the sole member of the Virginia chapter, 
which, he points out, facilitates the smooth operation 
of his unit, but doesn't make for much news . . . Rob­
ert Levine completed his M.A. study in experimental 
psychology at Graduate Faculty of the New School 
for Social Research in New York City and considering 
going to doctorate . . .Ollie Thomas is assistant foot­
ball coach at West Pittston along with Jack Jones, '51, 
and is married to the former Irene Sheplock, one­
time recorder at Wilkes . . . Shadrach Jones, doctor of 
optometry, recently opened his office in Wilkes-Barre 
. . . Eleanor West is now Mrs. William L. Crawford 
and lives at 120 Spring street, Sayre, Pa. . . . She had 
as her attendant Shirley Williams, '53, who is a re­
ceptionist at radio station WELM, Elmira . . . Fred 
Hoffman, graduate of Boston University School of 
Theology, served as pastor. Congregational Church, 
Troy, N. Y., before shifting to work within the Meth­
odist Church last year . . . He is married to the former 
Joan Prall, RN, and hopes "our college" is still on 
the advance . . . Elmo Begliomini, married and the 
father of two children, is working in Montrose, Pa., as 
an accountant for Bendix Aviation . . . Bill Siglin, 
married to the former Norma Smith, West Pittston, 
plans to be out of the Air Force next October and then 
continue schooling . . . He is at Mountain Home AFB, 
Idaho . . . Sandy Chesler is now the wife of Bill Holtz­
man, Wilkes engineering ’51, and helping him work 
for his doctorate . . . They are residing at 739 E. Alton 
street. Appleton, Wisconsin . . . Joe Giles has become 
a veteran employee at WJLS, Bradley, W. Va., and 
is handling that station’s public relations and plan­
ning big television operations.

CLASS of 1952 •— J. M. Morse is employed at 
Western Electric in Allentown along with another 
Wilkes alumnus. Jack Semmer, and can be reached 
at 313 N. Main street, Coopersburg, Pa. . . . Edmund 
V. Niklewski is living at 1025 Spruce street, Philadel­
phia, and working for a medical degree at Jefferson 
Medical College . . . Jean M. Lourinic is employed 
as a microbiologist at Lederle Laboratories at Pearl 
River, N. Y. . . .She resides at 174 W. Washington 
avenue . . . John J. Yurek is teaching at Laurel High 
School, Laurel, Del., and the father of a daughter, 
Frances Jane, I’/z.

We received many wonderful comments on the 
Fall issue of "The Alumnus" and this section of the 
publication was one which seemed to draw particu­
lar interest.

Many asked us to list the notes by classes, a 
suggestion which we feel is sound. Starting with 
this issue the notes will be listed under respective 
classes.

It will be appreciated if future communiques sent 
to the alumni carry class numerals.* * * * *

CLASS of 1936 — John W. Swengel, foundry 
superintendent at the American Chain and Cable 
Company in Reading, is still trying to locate the mem­
bers of tne Junior College basketball team of 1935 
... He is married and has one child, Nancy Louise, 
age 6.

CLASS of 1939 — Helen Coats Graham is mar­
ried to the Reverend Robert E. Graham, who is pas­
tor of the Presbyterian Church in Altoona . . . The 
couple has three children, Janice, 7; Lois, 5 and 
Bruce, 114... Francis X. Antonelli reports in from 7 
Diamond avenue, W est Hazleton ... He is the father 
of three children and teaching in that town's secon­
dary school system . . . Mrs. Gertrude Jones Davies 
is residing at 34 Carlisle street, Wilkes-Barre.

CLASS of 1940 — Merle Sieherman, 26 Archbald 
street, Carbondale, is manager of Sammy’s Furniture 
Store in that community . . . He is married to the 
former Harriet Comer, '41, and the couple has two 
children, Carol, 6, and Alan, 3.

CLASS of 1941 — Raymond Young writes from 
Bucknell campus at Lewisburg where he is assistant 
professor of electrical engineering, after having com­
pleted graduate work at Northwestern . . . Ray is a 
former Kingston resident.

CLASS of 1944 — Irene Koniecko Mechak writes 
that she confines her social work career to home­
making and mothering three sons, R. John, 4; Mi­
chael, 214; and Peter Paul, P/z . . . Irene formerly 
worked as Teen-Age Program Director at the YWCA 
and in 1950 was associated with the Public Welfare 
Department.

CLASS of 1945 — Edithe Miller Levit, now Dr. 
Miller, graduated from Woman's Medical College 
with an M.D. in 1951 and married Dr. Samuel M. 
Levit in March, 1952 . .. The couple has a son, Harry, 
born in May, 1953 . . . Her present address is Ritten­
house Claridge, Philadelphia 3 . . . And she is clini­
cal assistant, endocrinology, Philadelphia General 
Hospital.

CLASS of 1946 — Alberta Novick Killian is mar­
ried to Ted J. Killian, '50, and the mother of Ted Fran­
cis Killian, born June, 1952 . . . They reside at 203 
Orchard street, Plymouth . . . Jean Lampert Lewis is 
married to emry (Easy) Lewis, '45, who is employed 
as assistant traffic superintendent with the Bell Tele­
phone Company in downtown Philadelphia.

CLASS of 1947 — Joseph M. Maloney writes 
from Park Forest, III., and informs us that he has a 
trio of little Maloneys.

CLASS of 1948 — Reese Pelton, an old married 
man of over two years, is director of instrumental

music in Forty Fort Schools and wrapping up require­
ments for M.S. in music education from Penn State 
. . . Ray Mechak, now living at 832 Burke street, 
Easton, where he is associated as promotion mana­
ger of that section's affiliation with Allied Stores, Inc. 
. . . Harold D. Smith is married to Priscilla Sweeney, 
'50, and both are enjoying work in Trenton, N. J. . . . 
Harold is a sixth grade teacher at Columbus School 
and Priscilla is secretary of the N. J. Cooperative Pro­
gram in Educational Administration . . . They are re­
siding at 3474 East State street extension, Trenton 9 
... Ed Hendler, staff chemist for Sharpies Chemical 
Company in Michigan, is the father of a girl slightly 
over a year old.

CLASS of 1949 — Robert Anthony, former Wilkes 
basketball star, is an accountant for Scranton - Spring 
Brook Water Service in Wilkes-Barre ... He is mar­
ried to the former Jane Sprau of Kingston and the 
couple has one son, Robert Wayne, bom December, 
1953 . . . Leonard Swicklik received his doctorate in 
chemistry from the University of Pittsburg last June 
and is employed as a research chemist for Dupont 
in Richmond, Va. . . . Len is married to the former 
Mary Lou Marquardt, of New York, and they are re­
siding at 4010 Maury street, Richmond, Va. . . . Eu­
gene Maylock is teaching at Shickshinny and is serv­
ing as vice president of the Luzerne County Guidance 
Counselor's Association . . . John J. Surash is doing 
research and development work for the Duplan Cor­
poration at Charlotte, N. C„ and is married to the 
tormer Marilyn Ann Graham of Pittston ... He would 
like to hear from the old gang and his address is 2619 
Poplar Drive, Route 8, Charlotte . . . Marvin Smith is 
working out of the valley as a business representa­
tive for amusement machines . . . Joseph V. Pringle is 
statistician at the Pennsylvania State Employment 
Service in Wilkes-Barre and married to the former 
Mary Alyce Kelly of Kingston . . . They have two 
children, Joseph, 4, and Kathleen, 114 . . .Armin Gill 
is selling Monroe Calculating machines out of the 
Scranton office ... He is the poppa of a little girl, 
Linda Ann, who is almost a year old . . . Drop him a 
liine at 118 Maltby avenue, Swoyerville . . . Norman 
Baum is now an attorney and has an office at 1300 
H street. N.E., Washington . . . He's interested in help­
ing Marvin Walter, another Washington area resi­
dent, in forming a chapter there . . . Burton J. Thomas 
is teaching business subjects and serving as faculty 
manager of athletics at Medina High School, Medina, 
N. Y., and is working on master's degree at Columbia.

CLASS of 1950 — John Usaitis finished engineer­
ing studies at Penn State in 1953 and is now working 
for Capitol Engineering Associates . . ..Bob Fischer is 
employed as a research chemist for Cities Service Oil 
Company on Petty's Island in the middle of the Dela­
ware River . . .He married a Philadelphia girl almost 
a year ago and the couple resides at 5774 Irving ave­
nue, Merchantville, N. J. . . . June Williams Turley 
went on to receive her M.S. in chemistry at Penn 
State University and is at present studying biochem­
istry with emphasis on the determination of the struc­
ture of biochemicals using X-ray diffraction methods 
. . . She is research assistant in the Department of 
Physics at Penn State . . . Luther Jones married the
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former Bib Vivian, '46, and is working for Sun Old 
Company at Montrose, Pa. . . . The couple has two 
children, Marjorie, 5, Jeffrey, 1 . . . Herbert Quick is 
teaching French and English at Thurmont (Md.) High 
School and working for a master's degree.

'CLASS of 1951 — Willard G. Prater prepared for 
the ministry in the Episcopal Church at Bexley Hall 
Theological Seminary and is in the Bethlehem dio­
cese ... He is married to Phyllis Deisher, '54 . . . 
Sally R. Mittleman is a sixth grade teacher in the 
Montgomery County (Md.) school system . . . She 
was married in June to Hammond Begun, a naval 
veteran from Gardner, Mass. . . . Wade Hayhurst 
claims to be the sole member of the Virginia chapter, 
which, he points out, facilitates the smooth operation 
of his unit, but doesn't make for much news . . . Rob­
ert Levine completed his M.A. study in experimental 
psychology at Graduate Faculty of the New School 
for Social Research in New York City and considering 
going to doctorate . . .Ollie Thomas is assistant foot­
ball coach at West Pittston along with Jack Jones, '51, 
and is married to the former Irene Sheplock, one­
time recorder at Wilkes . .. Shadrach Jones, doctor of 
optometry, recently opened his office in Wilkes-Barre 

. . Eleanor West is now Mrs. William L. Crawford 
and lives at 120 Spring street, Sayre, Pa. . .. She had 
as her attendant Shirley Williams, '53, who is a re­
ceptionist at radio station WELM, Elmira . . . Fred 
Hoffman, graduate of Boston University School of 
Theology, served as pastor. Congregational Church, 
Troy, N. Y„ before shifting to work within the Meth­
odist Church last year ... He is married to the former 
Joan Prall, RN, and hopes "our college" is still on 
the advance . . . Elmo Begliomini, married and the 
father of two children, is working in Montrose, Pa., as 
an accountant for Bendix Aviation . . . Bill Siglin, 
married to the former Norma Smith, West Pittston, 
plans to be out of the Air Force next October and then 
continue schooling ... He is at Mountain Home AFB, 
Idaho . . . Sandy Chester is now the wife of Bill Holtz­
man, Wilkes engineering '51, and helping him work 
for his doctorate . . . They are residing at 739 E. Alton 
street, Appleton, Wisconsin . . . Joe Gries has become 
a veteran employee at WJLS, Bradley, W. Va., and 
is handling that station's public relations and plan­
ning big television operations.

CLASS of 1952 — J. M. Morse is employed at 
Western Electric in Allentown along with another 
Wilkes alumnus. Jack Semmer, and can be reached 
at 313 N. Main street, Coopersburg, Pa. . . . Edmund 
V. Niklewski is living at 1025 Spruce street, Philadel­
phia, and working for a medical degree at Jefferson 
Medical College . . . Jean M. Lourinic is employed 
as a microbiologist at Lederle Laboratories at Pearl 
River, N. Y. . . .She resides at 174 W. Washington 
avenue . . . John J. Yurek is teaching at Laurel High 
School, Laurel, Del., and the father of a daughter, 
Frances Jane, l’/z.

music in Forty Fort Schools and wrapping up require­
ments for M.S. in music education from Penn State 
. . . Ray Mechak, now living at 832 Burke street, 
Easton, where he is associated as promotion mana­
ger of that section's affiliation with Allied Stores, Inc. 
. . . Harold D. Smith is married to Priscilla Sweeney, 
'50, and both are enjoying work in Trenton, N. J. . . . 
Harold is a sixth grade teacher at Columbus School 
and Priscilla is secretary of the N. J. Cooperative Pro­
gram in Educational Administration . . . They are re­
siding at 3474 East State street extension, Trenton 9 
... Ed Hendler, staff chemist for Sharpies Chemical 
Company in Michigan, is the father of a girl slightly 
over a year old.

CLASS of 1949 — Robert Anthony, former Wilkes 
basketball star, is an accountant for Scranton - Spring 
Brook Water Service in Wilkes-Barre . . . He is mar­
ried to the former Jane Sprau of Kingston and the 
couple has one son, Robert Wayne, bom December, 
1953 . . . Leonard Swicklik received his doctorate in 
chemistry from the University of Pittsburg last June 
and is employed as a research chemist for Dupont 
in Richmond, Va. . . . Len is married to the former 
Mary Lou Marquardt, of New York, and they are re­
siding at 4010 Maury street, Richmond, Va. . . . Eu­
gene Maylock is teaching at Shickshinny and is serv­
ing as vice president of the Luzerne County Guidance 
Counselor's Association . . . John J. Surash is doing 
research and development work for the Duplan Cor­
poration at Charlotte, N. C., and is married to the 
former Marilyn Ann Graham of Pittston . . . He would 
like to hear from the old gang and his address is 2619 
Poplar Drive, Route 8, Charlotte . . . Marvin Smith is 
working out of the valley as a business representa­
tive for amusement machines . .. Joseph V. Pringle is 
statistician at the Pennsylvania State Employment 
Service in Wilkes-Barre and married to the former 
Mary Alyce Kelly of Kingston . . . They have two 
children, Joseph, 4, and Kathleen, l‘/z . . .Armin GUI 
is selling Monroe Calculating machines out of the 
Scranton office ... He is the poppa of a little girl, 
Linda Ann, who is almost a year old . . . Drop him a 
liine at 118 Maltby avenue, Swoyerville . . . Norman 
Baum is now an attorney and has an office at 1300 
H street, N.E., Washington .. . He's interested in help­
ing Marvin Walter, another Washington area resi­
dent, in forming a chapter there . . . Burton J. Thomas 
is teaching business subjects and serving as faculty 
manager of athletics at Medina High School, Medina, 
N. Y., and is working on master's degree at Columbia.

CLASS of 1950 — John Usaitis finished engineer­
ing studies at Penn State in 1953 and is now working 
for Capitol Engineering Associates . . . Bob Fischer is 
employed as a research chemist for Cities Service Oil 
Company on Petty's Island in the middle of the Dela­
ware River . . .He married a Philadelphia girl almost 
a year ago and the couple resides at 5774 Irving ave­
nue, Merchantville, N. J. . . . June Williams Turley 
went on to receive her M.S. in chemistry at Penn 
State University and is at present studying biochem­
istry with emphasis on the determination of the struc­
ture of biochemicals using X-ray diffraction methods 

. . She is research assistant in the Department of 
Physics at Penn State . . . Luther Jones married the

Chapters in PhUadelphia and New York still 
have not responded with reports on their affairs 
through appointed reporters for "The Alumnus" . . . 
How about presidents of all chapters? . . . Ask some­
one to handle the assignments and keep us informed 
of the happenings so that we can report them in this 
quarterly . . . Think you'll agree that the slate of 
candidates for 1955 officer positions in the Alumni 
Association was unique inasmuch as it couldn't help 
but provide a topnotch group of officers no matter 
how the vote went.

Robert Partridge, history teacher and founder 
and coach of soccer at Wilkes, will leave at the end 
of the spring semester to assume a new position in 
Connecticut . . . Good luck, Bob, it is with deepest 
regret that we see you take leave . . . And who will 
ever forget his favorite greeting, "Nice to have you 
aboard" — a throwback to his old Navy days . . . 
George Ralston is slated to complete his work for a 
doctorate next school year via a leave of absence 
... Dr. Eugene S. Farley, president of Wilkes, re­
cently returned from a three-week business trip to 
Florida . . . The folks who ran the recent Open Col­
lege Wrestling Tournament did Wilkes a first-rate 
turn from the standpoint of public relations . . . Al­
most every paper in the country carried at least a 
small account and many provided considerable 
space.

Bill Griffith, one of the most popular campus per­
sonalities in the history of Wilkes, received a record 
number of votes during the recent officer election 
. . . Bill is enthusiastically working to build up in­
terest in the Philadelphia Chapter . . . Missed at the 
homecoming were many of the people who should 
by this time belong to the Philadelpnia chapter . . . 
Expect any day to near from some or our old friends 
who are in the Atlanta, Ga., area ... In a short time 
you will hear about a fund-raising drive and the 
part that our group should play in it . . . Let's really 
do it up right and face a responsibility that for too 
long we have been allowed to forget . . . Miss Mil­
dred Gittens, a real friend to everyone when they 
were on campus, had an operation since the last 
Alumnus and is now back at her old haunt — the 
bookstore.

Lovers of good musical comedy are anxiously 
awaiting the next production by Cue 'n' Curtain and 
the Music Department . . . "Girl Crazy" was a tre­
mendous hit and launched Wilkes as a truly great 
producer of fine theater in Wyoming Valley . . . 
Willres is becoming more and more a community 
college with its work in this field . . . Besides police­
men, nurses, magistrates and many business people, 
the military forces are assigning personnel to the 
campus for specialized training.

Not much else to say this time, except keep in 
touch with us here at the alumni office. No matter 
how long you've been away or how long you stay 
away you will always remain a part of Wilkes Col­
lege.
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