




Dear Class of 2019: 

~ . 
On behalf of everyone at Wilkes University, congr I ions n graduation. My colleagues and I take 
great pride in all that you have accomplished and ar~""'", .... " hat opportunities lie ahead. You have 
experienced a time of great progress at Wilkes. Over the pa years, academic investments and campus 
developments have transformed Wilkes, while our commitment to a mentoring culture has grown stronger. 

You will recall that an ambitious campus enhancement initiative expanded academic fo iti es. The Mark 
Engineering Center, Karambelas Media and Communication Center, and NeuroTraining and Research Center became 
part of the campus vernacular. Several new athletic teams were launched, the So doni Art Gallery reopened with 
great fanfare, and a trip to Starbucks became part of our daily routine. The Campus Gateway Project has changed the 
way we navigate from place to place. 

In addition, unparalleled educational opportunities - both in and out of the classroom - continue to prepare students 
for the future. Faculty members, often working alongside undergraduates, develop ways to tackle the biggest issues 
of our day, and various study abroad programs allow students to engage in important research internationally. The 
Wilkes University Honors Program marked a milestone this year when members of the program's inaugural cohort 
graduated. 

These large-university opportunities are offered in a small-colle-ge setting, where faculty members not only know 
your name, but also your aspirations, challenges, a 1d dreams. I hope that this unique combination has helped to 
shape your col1ege experience in a positive way. 

Before I close, I would like to reiterate a sentiment that I mentioned at the President's Dinner Dance. Many believe 
that college represents the best four or six years of your life. I believe that the best days of your life are not behind you 
-instead, they are ahead. As you look back on your time at Wilkes with fondness, do not forget to look to your future 
with confidence. 

There are so many things that I'd like to express to you in this message- how grateful I am that you chose Wilkes, how 
proud the campus community is of you, and how much we will miss you. I wish the best for you, Class of 2019. I hope 
that your journey at Wilkes has provided you with many memories, a desire to continue your learning, and the 
passion to help those around you. 

Sincerely, 

PatrickF. Leahy 

President 
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