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Aftermath of the biggest party weekend at Wilkes University left beer cans scattered in front of Breiseth Hall.

Behind the scenes of the real Winter Weekend

BY DEVONI NOVAK
Assistant News Editor

Students celebrated the annual
Winter Weekend in starkly dif-
ferent ways. Some students par-
ticipated in an on-campus photo
scavenger hunt ending with five
grueling rounds of Nickelodeon

trivia. Others roamed South River
Street with solo cups and cases of
beer in their backpacks.

Every year, Student Government
sponsors the official campus Win-
ter Weekend event for students. In
addition to SG’s events, numerous
off-campus events also take place.

When asked what Winter Week-

end meant to them, many students
had the same reply as senior com-
munication studies major, Evan
Katz.

“Partying,” said Katz.

This year, Katz and his room-
mates took part in the festivities by
creating their own team “Are You
Afraid of the Dark? Because you

look better with the lights off,” in
line with SG’s theme of ‘90s Nick-
elodeon. The team attended vari-
ous off-campus house parties.
Junior earth and space sciences
major Mack Thomas planned to
spend his Winter Weekend check-
ing out the special events Down-
town bars had to offer. Thomas
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Scranton VP
goes colonel as

3rd candidate

BY DEVONI NOVAK
Assistant News Editor

The last of the three candldates
Scranton University’s vice presi-
dent Dr. Patrick Leahy, came to
Wilkes last week to meet with
students, faculty and staff. At the
student forum, Leahy led off by
declaring what attracted him to
the presidential position at Wil-
kes along with what he feels he
can do if given the position.

“I’m going to be perfectly
candid with you,” Leahy said.
“I sense that there is some great
work that happens here and I’'m
not sure that it’s properly appre-
ciated; I think there’s a real op-
portunity to promote what we do
here better than we have.”

Leahy feels he can be helpful
in making Wilkes a better known
school, which in his opinion will
add to the university’s credibil-
ity. After meeting with various
members of the faculty and staff,
Leahy noticed that many had a
strong interest in improving the

SEE PRESIDENT, PAGE 2

also planned to host his own house
party complete with $5 cups and
team T-shirts.

Thomas explaind what Winter
Weekend means to him.

“It means celebrating my time
at Wilkes by drinking more than I
usually do,” he said.

SEE WEEKEND, PAGE 3
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SG Notes

BY DEVONI NOVAK
Assistant News Editor

Bottom floor of SUB to be renovated -

Buffer Fund, a group that works on large proj-
ects, is working with architects on refurbish the
space on the first floor of the SUB. The fund
will make the space more cohesive, modern and
warm. Making the three rooms on the bottom
floor flow together better will allow the space to
feel more open, the architects suggested. Reno-
vations will include new paint, wallpaper, carpet,
lighting and seating.

Funds granted for rock wall equipment and
mascot head - Buffer Fund Committee request-
ed funds for new rock wall safety gear including
ropes and haresses. Buffer budgeted two ropes
for $900 and 30 harnesses at $55.33 each. Buf-
fer fund also asked for $3,500 for a new colonel

head, claiming the old one was growing illness-
causing mold. Because both issues concerned
safety, SG voted in favor of two separate mo-
tions: $3,500 for a colonel head and $2,560 for
rock wall gear. In total, Buffer Fund was given
$6,060.

SG attempts to wean paintball club off
tournament funding - Paintball Club requested
$617.53 to help pay for upcoming tournament
fees. Because the club consistently asks SG to
fund their tournaments, SG deliberated whether
they should grant the amount. SG also felt con-
tinuation of Paintball Club was an issue because
many of the members will be graduating after
this semester. Because Paintball Club has been
a strong organization and has been dedicated to
community service throughout its existence, SG
decided to grant them $617.53 for their next tour-
nament.

SAAC fund request for Plutino community
service award - The Plutino Award was an idea

L
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proposed by Student-Athlete Advisory Commit-
tee that will encourage community service while
honoring Wilkes alumnus Sgt. Sandrino Plutino,
who died while serving in Afghanistan. When
Plutino attended Wilkes, he was a wrestling team
captain and Army Ranger. To honor Plutino,
sports teams will compete for the Plutino award
by obtaining the most community service hours
per player. SAAC requested $570 to put toward
a plaque that will list the winning team each year.

Spring Fling at the Woods - A Hollywood-
themed Spring Fling is scheduled for March 30
and will be held at the Woodlands. The venue and
dinner will cost SG about $30 a person, although
tickets will be priced between $5 and $10. Other
costs include a DJ, security guards and shuttle
services. Prior to the event, there will be a photo
contest where winners will be given $100 to act
as paparazzi at the dance.

IEEE Club requests funds for Engineer-
ing Olympics - The Institute of Electrical and

Electronic Engineers requested $4,000 to help
pay for the Engineering Olympics, a competition
that brings as many as 10 high schools to Wilkes
to participate in five engineering events. So far
nine schools (more than 200 students) have con-
firmed participation. This is week one of the fund
request; SG will make a decision at next week’s
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university. To Leahy this attitude is a positive; he
said it’s great that so many are “hungry for im-
provement.”

Wilkes’ sense of family is another aspect of the
university that Leahy appreciates. While search-
ing for a school that has the atmosphere he found
at Wilkes, Leahy was surprised to find it in his
present hometown. The more Leahy learns about
Wilkes the more enthusiasm he gains for the pos-
sibilities.

“To be able to find a place where I think that
there’s untapped potential where I think they re-
ally caregbout improving and where I think they
really care about each other, I've been traveling
far and wide to find a university like that to be a
part of,” Leahy said.

Thrilled to be one of three finalists, Leahy be-
lieves he is a unique candidate that has distinctive
experiences to bring to Wilkes. His involvement
both inside and outside the system of higher edu-
cation is a valuable skill Leahy feels he can use to
overcome the university’s challenges.

In addition to the university’s values, Leahy
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was also impressed with the location of the cam-
pus. Although he would like to help improve the
downtown area, Leahy likes how the campus has
a river view and proximity to the town’s shops.
Leahy feels there is great potential to improve the
attractiveness of the campus and if chosen to fill
the job, he plans to further develop the quality of
campus.

When asked what he believes is most impor-
tant to receiving an outstanding education, Leahy
placed the responsibility in the laps of the faculty.
In Leahy’s opinion, it is student interaction with
the faculty that is the single most important as-
pect of their education, although he understands
it takes a little more than that to make an out-
standing institution.

“A university is only as good as the people who
work there, go to school there, and dedicate their
lives there,” Leahy said.

After the last of the three candidates made a
presence on campus, students had many opinions
on each of the applicants. Although many felt all
three had something unique to bring to Wilkes,
most favored Gandre and Leahy.

Before hearing Leahy, junior John Sweeney
was leaning toward Gandre. However, after
meeting Leahy, he was unsure which of the two

he liked more.

“They were both very
impressive,” Sweeney
said. “What I like about
Gandre is his approach
to student interaction, I
think that’s something
important because the
university is about the
students; Dr. Leahy
is also very impres-
sive with his fundrais-
ing abilities and he still
seemed to have good
intentions with student
interaction.”

Crista  Filipkowski
said she is unsure which
of the candidates will get
the position as she feels |
all of them have strong
qualities. The online sur-
vey at, www.wilkes.edw/
candidates, can be filled
out by students and will
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Dr. Tim Leahy respects Wilkes’ value on family.

be considered in choos- CONTACT DEVONI NOVAK AT:

ing the next president.
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One team in particular put extra planning into
their party: team Rocket Power. Since the off-
campus house mates previously lived in the
dorms, they have looked forward to hosting
their own Winter Weekend party.

Rocket Power kicked-off their party Thurs-
day night with a team-exclusive gathering to
get them ready for the big weekend ahead.

The team hosted a house party Friday night
that included a DJ, multiple kegs and an ice
luge. Saturday morning, kegs and eggs were
served followed by the beer Olympics.

A party this big required a lot of work and
money. Allegedly, team Rocket Power grew to
over 100 people, all of whom paid a $25 fee
that got them a T-shirt, solo cup with unlimited
refills, access to the house events and food.

All together the team estimated that $2,000
was spent on the entire weekend. Although
they originally hoped to make a profit, they
considered it good budgeting to at least break
even.

When asked why they spent so much time
and money on this one weekend, Rocket
Power team member and junior biology major
Jabih Hernandez, said it was all about having a
really good party and an even better time.

“Wilkes isn’t really known to be a really big
party school, so to have one weekend that’s
dedicated to partying makes you want to go all
out,” Hernandez said.

Students that celebrate Winter Weekend off-
campus as opposed to the events run by SG do
so for various reasons. Most of these students
claimed that they simply didn’t hear much
about SG’s Winter Weekend.

“I don’t really know what that is about,”
Katz said.

Junior psychology major Ally Gill said she
was unfamiliar with SG’s Winter Weekend

that she was unable to go anyway because
of her job at Red Robin.

“I actually didn’t hear anything about it,”
Gill said. “My freshman year I heard they do
games and stuff in the SUB but I didn’t go.”

Senior psychology major Nick Zinskie said
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Empty beer cans and cartons decorated student porches after the recent Winter
Weekend festivities. Some say the celebration was a time to drink more than usual.

SG’s Winter Weekend was foreign to him as
well.

“I don’t even know what goes on in Student
Government Winter Weekend, I’ll be honest,”
Zinskie said. “I actually found out a few weeks
ago that it’s some scavenger hunt, I think.”

Zinskie hosted his party at The Mines on Fri-
day, Feb. 24. He used the event for his entre-
preneurship class, in which he was required to
create a project that generated money.

Since Winter Weekend has always been full
of memories for him, Zinskie decided to use
The Mines event to finish his last year with a
bang.

“It’s the one thing that we look forward to
every year,” Zinskie said. “There’s not much in
this area, let’s be honest, besides bars; from the
beginning of the year we all know that winter
weekend is going to happen, everybody looks
forward to it all year.”

The party at The Mines included a DJ, live
band, food from Maer’s BBQ, an appearance
from Angelina of Jersey Shore and drinks
compliments of Clique Vodka. Students 21 and
over from neighboring colleges were invited to
attend.

Zinskie believes the official Winter Week-
end events don’t cater enough to the students.
He feels that most students pick a school that
allows them to live the college lifestyle. He is
concerned that if Wilkes isn’t fun, no one will
want to come here in the future.

“People are in college and some want to
drink and some don’t, that’s as simple as it is,”
Zinskie said.

Although some consider drinking to lead to
bad behavior, Zinskie believes that the major-
ity of students are responsible when they party.
He suggests that different demographics exist
among students.

“There are certain demographics that come
to college for the college experience off-cam-
pus and there are also people who go to school
for education, that’s how it is,” he said.

SG members hold their own opinions on
students celebrating Winter Weekend off-
campus.

“Realistically the students are going to do
what they want to do,” said junior P-1 Phar-
macy major and SG Winter Weekend coordi-
nator, Kris Rivers. “Students are going to do
what they want to do off-campus but we will

continue to offer them the opportunity on-
campus to participate in the activities.”

As a resident assistant, lan Foley expressed
his concerns for Winter Weekend.

“RAs like myself are committed to making
sure our residents have a safe weekend, as
they do each weekend of the school year,” said
Foley, a sophomore political science and com-
munication studies major. “We are a very safe
campus and public safety also does a good job
at making the campus safe.”

However, some would disagree. Zinskie
said he frequently calls Public Safety for a
safe ride to avoid driving while he’s drunk, al-
though he can tell Public Safety does not like
giving rides.

“I go to ask for a ride home from the bar
and they give me a lot of grief about it,” Zin-
skie said. “I do it every weekend, that’s what
they’re there for.”

Public Safety officer Zakk Patterson said
Public Safety’s main concern with Winter
Weekend is vandalism.

“Our main objective is to keep campus safe
from any vandalism that may go on,” Patter-
son said.

Patterson also said Public Safety’s Safe Ride
policies have been revised because too many
were taking advantage of the service. Now,
students can only use the Safe Ride for an on-
campus address.

Whether students decided to celebrate on
or off-campus, participants of both groups
claimed the weekend was memorable.

Junior mechanical engineering major Sloan
Citriello shared his fondest Winter Weekend
memory.

“Freshman year I got really drunk, and then
I took two Natty Lights and put them in my
jeans and went to Rifkin,” Citriello said.

“I ordered something and put them on top of
the tables and I was drinking a beer in Rifkin.
Nobody said anything to me and it was fine, I
don’t know how I got away with it.”

CONTACT DEVONI NOVAK
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Navigating for healthy options: a warning

BY BOB GRABOSKY
Correspondent

A registered dietitian held a presentation
on Tuesday, Feb. 21 on the Wilkes campus.

Susan Hurd, of Sodexo Dining Services,
said that students should all eat healthy be-
cause they will acquire more energy, which
will reduce the risk of high-blood pressure
and minimize the possibility of a stroke.

There is a rising concern in the United

States about child obesity. Children who eat
an enormous amount of chips, candy, white
bread and cookies when they’re young are
at risk of becoming obese when they are
adults.

People who are obese are at risk for dia-
betes, a disease that forces those who have
it to limit their diet.

There are about 26 million diabetics in
the United States alone.

Guidelines at Wesley Village nurs-

ing home suggested people with diabetes
should not have seconds at any meal.

The best way to curb diabetes is to cut out
the starchy foods such as chips, diet soda
and sugar packed snacks.

Hurd provided examples of foods that
should be part of a diabetic diet.

“Eat more whole grain, vegetables, fruits,
low-fat or fat free milk, yogurt, cheese, or
fortified soy beverages, and vegetable oils,”
Hurd said.

to eat better

The dietitian said healthy eating is neces-
sary but it is also important to eat at every
meal. Skipping either breakfast, lunch or
dinner every day is not a good sign.

“Always <at breakfast, because it is the
most important meal of the day,” Hurd said.

For more information, see the American
Diabetis Association at diabetes.org.

CONTACT ROBERT GRABOSKY AT:
robert.grabosky@wilkes.edu
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Beneflts to support student injured in accident

BY PHAT NGUYEN
News Edltor

Sophomore biology major Natalie Smirne
and a friend were driving home from a con-
cert in New York on Route 84. A routine drive
turned for the worse when a deer ran across
the highway. The driver swerved to go around
it, but it was too late as sudden shift caused the
car to flip over.

Although the driver was unscathed, the ac-
cident left Smirne paralyzed from the chest
down.

After being discharged from the hospital,
Smirne found she could not go home. Her
house was not equipped for her needs. It was
not wheelchair-accessible and the doorways
where too narrow for her wheelchair.

My parents are working on it. They got a
loan so they could get it remodeled, but that
won’t be until after March, Smirne said.

“Bring Natalie Home” is a series of two
benefits being held to raise money for a down-

stairs bathroom and ramps
for her house.
Professional  wrestler

A.J. Evers, a high school
friend of Smirne, is one
of the hosts of the other
benefit. He wanted to do
something for her as soon
as he found out what hap-
pened.
“It was a really heartbreak-
ing story,” said Evers, a junior business major
at King’s College. “I had this wrestling thing
going on so [ decided to help out an old friend.”

Keystone Wrestling Live features an eight
-man single-elimination tournament to name
the first ever Keystone Wrestling champion
on Saturday, Mar. 3 at Grant’s Martial Arts,
404 Main St. in Plymouth starting at 7:30 p.m.
The event also features the first ever tag-team
championship.

While professional wrestling might turn

SMIRNE

away audiences, Evers said the wrestling is a
family friendly event.

“We don’t want the stereotype where we’re
an ‘over the top’ offensive group,” he said.
“It’s basically PG-13 rated version of Smack
Down. Bring your kids.”

The benefits will help with repaying the
loans and medical expenses.

In addition to a show, they plan to have
concession stand and a 50/50 raffie to benefit
Smirne.

Tickets go on sale Wednesday, Feb. 1, and
will be available at a number of locations, as
well as at the door the day of the show.

General admission tickets are $10 while re-
served ringside seating is $12. A.J Evers can
be contacted for ticket information at 570-479-
0366.

A Keystone Wrestling Live Facebook page
has been created for more information.

Kildare’s Irish Pub in Scranton is hosting the
other benefit. As of Feb. 26, a benefit for Nata-

lie Smirne’s Facebook page has 360 people
attending.

The response has Smirne nervous, but very
excited. :

“I’'m kind of nervous,” Smirne said. “It’s a
lot of people. I’'m very happy about that.”

Smirne believes the success of this event
is due to the efforts of her managers at New
York and Co, Tracy Capalongo and Breynne
Stanko.

Her managers can be contacted for tickets at
Breynne Stanko 570-909-8844 and Tracy Ca-
palongo 570-589-1473.

“If it wasn’t for them, I don’t think this
would’ve really happened so quickly,” she
said “They’re doing a lot for me. I really ap-
preciate the help.”

“There are a lot of people who are helping
and they really don’t need to be, but they are.”

CONTACT PHAT NGUYEN AT:
phatnguyen@thewilkesbeacon.com

E.L. Meyers High School may become the next Hotel Sterling

BY KIRSTIN COOK
Editor-in-Chief

A chorus of the E.L. Meyers High School
alma mater ended the night after a special
meeting focused on the possibility of closing
the school.

The Wilkes-Barre area school council held
the meeting to reveal and discuss the findings
of a report analyzing the effects of moving the
1000 current Meyers students to the other area
schools, GAR, Coughlin and Solomon/Plains.

Current students, alumni, parents and local
politicians nearly filled the Coughlin High
School auditorium to capacity, speaking out
on this possibility of closing Meyers. They
brought up concerns that a deserted Meyers
High School building would become another
Wilkes-Barre eyesore.

“I hope it doesn’t become another Hotel
Sterling,” Wilkes-Barre councilman George
Brown said.

Superintendent Jeff Namey said the idea of
closing Meyers evolved from discussion on
more efficient budgets, which led to the study
of consequences of moving Meyer’s students
from the building.

Namey said the closure would be an attempt
to cope with a constantly shrinking budget
from cuts to the Pennsylvania Department
of Education. He said the goal would be to
lessen the burden on taxpayers and benefit
students at the same time.

“There are some positives, there are a lot of
negatives, and most importantly, there are a

lot of unknowns,” Namey said.

Some of the unknowns include the boundary
separation on which school students would be
redistributed to, and classroom space in the
other schools. Supervisor of Curriculum An-
drew Kuhl said all the rooms in the remaining
three schools are already assigned.

are excessive,” Kuhl said.

Namey reiterated that these class sizes
would be unacceptable, saying he understands
the importance of a good student-to-teacher
ratio.

“We’re very much aware that 30, 32, 33 in
a classroom is outrageous, and that is some-

|
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Meyers High School, located on Carey Ave may close due to a lack of enroliment

Kuhl said the study estimated that, with
the addition of Meyers students, the class
size at the area high schools would average
in the high 20s to low 30s, which the crowd
responded to with gasps.

“We are fully aware that (those numbers)

thing that we would not do,” Namey said.
After the results of the report were released,
the meeting turned into a forum of praise to-
ward the school’s value and protest toward its
elimination.
Luzerne County Judge William Amesbury

spoke as a Meyers alumni on the school’s
community and history.

“Meyers is not simply a building located on
Carey Avenue, but it is part of the substance
and soul and the fiber of those who have
walked through its halls,” Amesbury said.

Josh Schiowitz, an eighth grader, said it
would be much more efficient to hire more
competent and capable janitors and grounds
keepers to repair maintain the building than
relocating students.

Michael O’Donntll, an area attorney and
“proud” 2001 Meyers graduate, wanted to
know why studies aren’t being done on clos-
ing the other schools. He held up a thick book
of laws that outline Pennsylvania codes for
school closures or district reorganization, say-
ing the many Meyers graduates in law enforce
those laws.

“Rest assured that the lawyers of the Wil-
kes-Barre Area School District and the fami-
lies they support will be holding you to the let-
ter of the laws in this book,” O’Donnell said.

Along with pride for the school, speakers
reflected many questions they had on the pos-
sibility of a closure. How would the educa-
tion of students be affected? Would the build-
ing end up boarded up and broken? Would
there be issues of increased crime at the other
schools? Will there actually be a savings
through the closure?

For now, those questions remain unan-
swered.

CONTACT KIRSTIN COOK AT:
kirstincook@thewilkesbeacon.com
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Clean energy debate ignites to drive research at Wilkes
Biased opinions on Marcellus Shale contradict recent scientific studies

BY KIRSTIN COOK
Editor-in-Chief

A debate has ignited over Marcellus Shale
drilling and whether the natural gas it pro-
duces is as clean as it’s claimed to be. The
concerns of air emissions from natural gas
production have environmental engineering
professors and the Pennsylvania Department
of Environmental Protection calling for more
information on the topic.

The conversation has spread to The Insti-
tute for Energy and Environmental Research
at Wilkes.

Kenneth Klemow, IEER director and Wil-
kes biology professor, said more research
must be conducted on the extent of emis-
sions. He said the IEER is looking for fund-
ing to allow Wilkes researchers to conduct
independent measurements and studies to
shed some scientific light on the concerns:

“There are different perspectives that you
have and that’s fine, but we need more sci-
ence, we need more research to be able to
figure out what’s going on,” Klemow said.

The debate is between coal and natural gas,
and which is the better energy source for the
environment. Natural gas derived from Mar-
cellus Shale has been generally held to be
cleaner, but Klemow said there’s not enough
research for the public to be sure on this.

Marcellus Shale is a rock that is found un-
der approximately 72 percent of the surface
of Pennsylvania, according to the IEER.
Natural gas, mostly composed of methane, is
extracted from the shale to produce energy.

The problem, Klemow cited, is some re-
searchers may have opinions on gas drilling
that interfere with their studies.

“It seems that there are some scientists
that have almost an anti-drilling agenda, so
the question is whether they’re letting their
pregpnceived ideas influence their science,”
Klemow said.

With the IEER, Klemow said the goal is to
analyze both sides of the debate and evaluate
scientific findings without bias.

“We see the discussion is so fractured,”
Klemow said. “People are really in favor of
this, or people are really against it, and our
view is that we see both benefits and draw-
backs.”

Klemow worked with IEER Coordinator
Ned Fetcher to write “Greenhouse Gas Emis-
sions Associated with Marcellus Shale,” an
essay in which they attempted to surveying
the findings — some of them contradictory —
of various studies in an unbiased manner.

The paper was updated three times to in-
clude newer studies. However, Klemow said

%
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Gas well iocations all over NEPA raise questions about environmental well-being.

the most recent version, released in Decem-
ber 2011, is already out-dated because of
how quickly information is being dispersed.

“Now there are a couple new studies that
have come out, which this is sort of out of
date also, so the science on this is moving
very quickly,” Klemow said.

A particular study that has served to fuel
this acceleration was a project that stated
natural gas from shale could emit up to twice
the greenhouse gases compared to coal or oil.
The study, conducted by a Cornell Universi-
ty team led by Santoro Howarth and focusing
on data from the Environmental Protection
Agency, contradicted previous statements on
natural gas.

“This just created a firestorm of controver-
sy, and a lot of people were very, very upset
by Howarth on this,” Klemow said. “If you
have people in the industry saying we have
to use gas and not coal, but then if you have
some scientist saying ‘no, coal is better than
gas,’ that’s going to have tremendous rami-
fication.”

Fetcher explained the concerns were based
on an apparent reversal of the status quo of
natural gas. He said methane is often adver-
tised as a cleaner form of energy than coal.

“Methane and natural gas have been sort
of touted as the answer to some of our green-
house gas problems, because presumably
when you burn natural gas it’s much more
efficient than burning coal,” Fetcher said.

Many researchers analyzed the same EPA

data that Howarth did and found different
conclusions. Howarth issued a rebuttal and
fueled a heated and opinionated argument
that Klemow said is detrimental to scientific
reasoning.

“Science isn’t really based on opinion,
we come to conclusions based on data,” KI-
emow said. “And if you have a disagreement,
the way you resolve the disagreement is not
like having an argument with somebody, you
go out and you collect new data, or you do
new experiments.”

He said this recycling of EPA information
is one reason researchers need to collect new
data.

“If anybody else just does a reanalysis of
EPA data, or some of the other data ... I’'m
going to throw up my hands and just scream
and go running out the building,” Klemow
laughed.

Fetcher said that most of the concern from
this data is focused on leakage that occurs
during the extraction period.

“When you bring it out of the ground, some
of it’s going to leak into the atmosphere, and
the problem with that is methane is a very
powerful greenhouse gas,” Fetcher said.

He added that leakage may occur during
processes such as shipment and storage, as
well.

These leaked emissions can travel by wind
to areas beyond the drilling sites, said Prahlad
Murthy, associate professor of environmen-
tal engineering and earth science. He said

this route of pollutants is one reason people
should pay attention to air quality issues even
if they do not live near a drilling site.

Murthy has been working with students
to study damaging emissions from drilling
operations, such as construction of roads to
sites and usage of heavy-duty diesel vehicles.
He said they found indication that smog can
develop from nitrogen oxides emitted from
burning natural gas.

“Initial results indicate there is potential for
us to have smog related issues in the region,”
Murthy said.

Despite the significance, Murthy said air is-
sues have often been overlooked.

“Most of the focus has been on water,”
Murthy said. “Air quality is an issue we need
to be thinking about too, especially because,
in the case of air, the problem doesn’t sit at
the source.”

Lauren Burge, staff attorney for the Group
Against Smog and Pollution, echoed that air
quality often “falls under the radar.” She said
a major issue with air emissions from Mar-
cellus Shale is the long-term effects are un-
known.

DEP announced on its website that long-
term monitoring studies on natural gas air
emissions will begin this year. To spark this
process, DEP is requiring 99 natural gas fa-
cilities to submit data on their air emissions
from 2011.

Burge said these reports, which will be
available to the public by the end of the year,
are important in planning and prevention by
identifying pollutants.

“It’s hard to be able to reduce those emis-
sions if we don’t know what they are,” Burge
said.

Also, the reports would help provide the
state necessary information to EPA to deter-
mine if health standards are being met.

“Right now they don’t really have the in-
formation they need to report accurately on
the Marcellus Shale industry,” Burge said.

Klemow feels these reports will be benefi-
cial in eliminating what he calls an informa-
tion gap on Marcellus Shale air emissions.
However, he said the best solution to this
lack of information would be scientific field
work by scientists, which he hopes the IEER
can accomplish.

“If it keeps moving the way that it does,
in two or three years we should have a good
idea about what’s going on, but right now
we’re still at such an infancy of knowledge,”
Klemow saids= “At Wilkes, we’d like to con-
tribute to that knowledge.”

CONTACT KIRSTIN COOK AT:
kirstincook@thewilkesbeacon.com
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Lessons learned in laptop shooting
Unusual punishment teaches respect and appreciation

BY CARLY YAMRUS
Oplnlon Editor

If you have not yet seen the most recent
home video gone vial, you probably should.
I am talking about the Youtube video enti-
tled, “Facebook Parenting: For the troubled
teen.”

The video features a fuming dad, Tommy
Jordan, sitting in a lawn chair and smoking a
cigarette as he reads and responds to a nasty
letter that his 15-year-old daughter, Hannah,
posted on her Facebook wall. The letter, ti-
tled “To my parents,” is nothing more than a
long list of complaints about the chores that
Hannah’s parents require her to do. With a
lot of attitude of course.

In the letter, Hannah writes things like,
“I’m not your damn slave,” and “We have
a cleaning lady for a reason.” She offers a
solution to the problem which was, “You
could just pay me for all the sh** I do
around the house!”

Prior to finding the letter online, Jordan
had just spent time and money updating his
daughter’s laptop. After his response to her
Facebook letter, he then took his pistol and
shot 6 rounds into her computer.

The video was originally posted for
Hannah’s friends and the parents of these
friends.

While this method of punishment may
have been extreme, I firmly believe the
dad’s spoiled, disrespectful daughter defi-
nitely deserved that. Since the video, sev-
eral opinions have sprung up. Some say that
the punishment was ineffective and sent the
wrong message. Others congratulate the
man for @king a stand and giving his daugh-
ter a taste of her own medicine.

In my opinion, that father had every right
to be mad at his daughter. After all, her fa-
ther gave her that laptop and only asked for
chores in return. She repaid him by writ-
ing nasty messages on her Facebook about
her parents, not once, but multiple times!
Clearly this girl is a spoiled brat who did
not appreciate everything that her parents
provided for her.

But was gun use the proper way of solving
this particular problem? In this case, sure!
Come on, the video was funny. The dad

didn’t threaten to shoot any people, just an
inanimate object. Happens every day.

When asked in a Question and Answer
why Jordan had used a gun to destroy the
laptop, he responded, “Because that was
what I promised her two months ago. If I'd
promised to use a hammer, or promised to
give it to someone else, then that’s what I’d
have done.”

No, I don’t “like” guns, but they exist, and
they are legal in some states. If shooting ani-
mals is okay, then shooting laptops is defi-
nitely fine.

The point of the laptop shooting was to
prove a point. Jordan gave his daughter a
laptop, and he has every right to take it away
if she disrespects him, (which she did sev-
eral times.) It wasn’t necessarily good or bad
parenting; it was permanent fix to a reoccur-
ring problem. This doesn’t mean we should
solve all problems with guns, I just don’t
think shooting a computer did any psycho-
logical damage on this man’s daughter.

Yes, there were definitely better ways of
disposing of the laptop. He could have do-
nated it to someone more deserving or ap-
preciative. But in the end, it was his laptop
to do what he pleased. The overall message
was a good one. I’'m sure Hannah will re-
member this punishment and think twice be-

mage courtacy o
A North Carolina man shoots his daughters laptop after repeatedly disrespecting him.

fore bashing her parents who give her every-
thing. I highly doubt that she will “fear” her
father for using his gun on something that
wasn’t moving. He could have easily used
a hammer, a shovel, a rock, or a bathtub to
ruin the computer.

There are too many children who have this
“entitlement” mind set, as if their parents
are obligated to give them a computer, an
iPhone, a television, etc. It is perfectly fine
for a teenager to have to do a few chores in
return for all these nice material items that
are handed to them. Most parents would be
livid if their child was that unappreciative!
Kids deserve to be punished, especially if
that kid has an attitude and continuously
fails to comply with their parent’s rules.
Nowhere in this video was the child harmed
in any way. There may have been “better”
ways of solving the issue, but hey, it made
a good video. Hopefully Hannah learned a
lesson in respect and appreciation.

And if you were wondering what Hannah
had to say about it, here was her reply: “I
was mad, but you would be too. I got over it.
I’m not, like, scarred for life.”

CONTACT CARLY YAMRUS AT:
carly.yamrus@thewilkesbeacon.com
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BEACON POLL

The Beacon poll is unscientific and
does not claim to reflect the overall
attitudes of students on the Wil-
kes campus. These poll results are
based on 10 responses.

Last week’s question:

Which Winter Weekend activi-
ties, if any, are you participating
in?

- Attending off-campus parties
- 60%

- Visiting area bars - 30%

« | will not be participating -
20%

- Competing on a Student Gov't
sponsored team - 10%

- Watching Student Gov't spon-
sored campus events - 0%

This week The Beacon asks:

What are you doing over Spring
Break?

+ Going on vacation

- Staying on campus

- Going home

- Alternate Spring Break

+ | don't know

Cast your vote online at:
www.thewilkesbeacon.com

The Beacon wants
to hear your voice.

Send your name, major, year and opinion to:
carlyyamrus@thewilkesbeacon.com

The Beacon reserves the right to edit
submitted pieces for length and content.
Anonymous letters will not be published.

-
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Food regulation gone too far
Inspector takes a pre-schooler’s lunch

Shippensburg U offers Plan B

BY LYNDSIE YAMRUS
Assistant Opinion Editor

Within the last few years, health news ar-
ticles regarding childhood obesity have in-
creased tremendously. The problem is now
being referred to as a nationwide epidemic.

According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, childhood obesity has
more than tripled in the past 30 years, and
by 2008, more than one third of children and
adolescents were overweight or obese, and
the numbers are growing.

It is without a doubt true that
American  children are
growing in size. With
more than 17 per-
cent of children and
adolescents  be-
ing overweight
or obese in the
US, restrictions
are an absolute
must. The gov-
ernment  had
the right idea
in 2004, passing
the Prevention of
Childhood  Obe-
sity Act that aimed
to coordinate federal
policies and activities

lunchbox had most of the essentials, includ-
ing meat, dairy, fruit, and grains. They must
have denied the meal due to the lack of veg-
etables and substitution of the salty potato
chips.

The mother of the child explained that the
girl was a picky eater, and vegetables were
never included in her lunch because she en-
sures that her child gets them at home.

Picky four year olds don’t care about na-
tional food guidelines, obviously.

To make matters worse, the girl was then
given a school lunch in which she ate only
three chicken nuggets and ignored the rest
of the food on the tray out of
pickiness.

Let’s talk about this.
Are three chicken
nuggets really more
nutritious than the
home-packed
lunch described
in this article?

And preschool

caretakers actu-

ally sat around
and  watched
this young girl
avoid her lunch?
They couldn’t have
just given it back to
her and advised her
mother to pack more
lunches

in hopes of lower-
ing obesity in homes,
schools and in the
community, accord-
ing to congress. Some

acceptable
in the future? Nutri-
tionally speaking, 60
percent of a chicken
nugget is fat, whereas

A preschoolers lunch was confiscated
because it was deemed “unhealthy”.
The meal was replaced with an un-
healthy alternative.

states chose to advance with their own re-
strictions such as required physical educa-
tion for grades K-12 and the prohibition
of sugar-sweetened drinks in vending ma-
gchines. These restrictions and requirements
are perfectly acceptable, and as unappealing
as gym class in the middle of the day may
sound, it’s necessary.

But how much is too much?

A preschooler at West Hoke Elementary
School was recently forced by a state in-
spector to put her home-packed lunch away
and eat a school-provided meal because her
lunch did not meet United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture standards. That day, the
four-year-old girl’s mother had packed her a
turkey and cheese sandwich, a banana, a bag
of chips, and apple juice: a perfectly reason-
able meal.

When I was young, I vaguely remem-
ber eating junk foods like Fruit Roll-Ups,
Gushers, and Smartfood popcorn. The girl’s

a turkey and cheese sandwich is around 40
percent, according to various nutrition fact
websites. Plus, chicken nuggets are deep
fried! Talk about healthy!

With this, West Hoke Elementary mandat-
ed that the mother pay for the school meal
forced upon her child.

Now I know if I were the parent in this
situation, I would be extremely bothered
by this. When it comes to childhood obe-
sity in America, I am all for moderate food
regulations and the addition of daily physi-
cal activity in schools. However, lunch box
searching and seizing just crosses the line
completely, especially when it comes to pre-
schoolers. They’re three and four years old.
They don’t understand.

Photo: The Beacon/Laura Preby

CONTACT LYNDSIE YAMRUS AT:
lyndsie.yamrus@wilkes.edu

BY DEVONI NOVAK
Assistant News Editor

I disagree with those who criticize Ship-
pensburg University for offering Plan B
in a vending machine. College is a time of
experimentation and people sometimes get
a little crazy. As young adults, students of-
ten don’t think of the consequence until it
is staring them straight in the face. But why
should someone’s entire life change because
of a single mistake? I think Shippensburg
offering this second chance to their students
is not only acceptable but responsible.

If a nurse were to simply hand the pill
over, I feel that no one would think nega-
tively about it. However, because it is of-
fered in a vending machine, the public has
this nasty image that they now correlate
with Shippensburg University. I would like
to clarify the cheap picture many have of
vending machines all over Shippensburg’s
campus where students can buy a Coke, a
snickers and, if needed, the morning after
pill. In fact, there is only one vending ma-
chine that sells Plan B at Shippensburg, and
it is located in a private room inside the uni-
versity’s health center.

In my opinion, the health center using a
vending machine to distribute Plan B pre-
serves the discretion of students. Instead of
having to ask a nurse, which could be em-
barrassing, a student can inconspicuously
purchase the drug. Jimmy Chadwick, an
entrepreneurship major who graduated this
past December from Shippensburg believes
the machine is a good idea.

“I think the machine is a great way to al-
low those in need of Plan B to buy it more
discreetly and maintain privacy,” Chadwick
said. '

According to ibtimes.com, the morning

after pill can be legally obtained at any phar-
macy without a prescription as long as the
purchaser is 17 years or older. Because the
machine is offered in the university’s health
center, only students have access and ac-
cording to their latest records, all students
enrolled at Shippensburg are 17 and over. So
why shouldn’t the university be able to sup-
ply the morning after pill to their students?

Campus health care facilities are able to
administer other medications such as antibi-
otics which need a prescription. If campus
health centers are able to provide prescrip-
tion drugs, then they should be able to pro-
vide medications that don’t call for a pre-
scription as well. It’s just common sense.

The FDA has questioned whether or not
proper medical advisory has been given to
those who have purchased the pill at Ship-
pensburg. In my opinion, this argument is
weak because any purchase of Plan B comes
with medical information in the package.

Also, the machine is located in the health
center where medical aids are always on
duty. Not only does information come with
each purchase, but any student who wishes
to seek further advice is in the proper place
to do so as soon as the pill reaches their
hands.

Providing Plan B in their health center’s
vending machine does not encourage un-
safe sex but instead allows students to make
responsible choices according to their own
beliefs. The same machine also provides
condoms and pregnancy tests so students are
not swayed by any one products availability.
The University is merely making over the
counter products more easily available to
their sexually active students.

CONTACT DEVONI NOVAK AT:
devoni.novak@thewilkesbeacon.com
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A vending machine at Shippensburg discretely dispenses Plan B, condoms and

pregnancy tests to students.
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Oscars give a narrow minded view of greatness

BY BILLTHOMAS
Arts and Entertainment Editor

There’s no such thing as a bad movie, only
a bad audience.

That may seem a strange thing to say from
someone who writes movie reviews, but,
it’s how I feel. My reviews are my opinions,
nothing more. I don’t pretend to speak for ev-
eryone, nor do I have the audacity to think
my opinions are the “right” ones: In any case,
I’d like to get say something else that may
seem strange coming from someone like me,
and that’s this: I hate the Oscars.

What’s wrong with the Oscars? You mean,
besides the fact that they amount to little
more than a decadent, masturbatory, self-
congratulating, backwards-thinking sham
wherein nominations and wins are awarded
more because of industry politics than le-
gitimate achievements? You mean besides
their focus being more on maintaining
the status quo and playing favorites
with already-established stars -- many
whom are long past the point of true
relevance -- than on pushing the
boundaries of the medium and
honoring the hungry young tal-
ents on the front lines, who
are busting their asses trying
to expand and explore new
possibilities in storytelling? *
You mean, besides all that?

Well, how about this?

Period.

No, on second thought, hold the “period.”
Because the Oscars aren’t just bad for cinema
specifically; they’re bad for art and enter-
tainment in general. On a broader scale, I’ll
even argue that they’re bad for society. Don’t
laugh, I’m serious.

Now, we can argue all day long about who
deserves to win an award and who doesn’t,
or about who got snubbed and why.
The truth is it doesn’t ;
really matter. It’s all
opinion. The fact
that it’s all opin-
ion, however, re-
veals a deeper
problem  with §
the Oscars, and
that’s that they
are

built primarily on the idea that some people’s
opinions are more valid than anyone else’s.
See, here’s the thing: art and entertainment
are subjective. That’s the way it is and that’s
the way it should be. “Good” and “bad” are
meaningless words, the definitions of each
relative to the worldviews of individual
people. Simply put, different people have dif-
ferent tastes. Those with similar tastes may
gravitate towards each other and form bonds

born.
Somewhere along the lines, though, some
people with shared opinions got together and

. decided that a friendship based on common

tastes wasn’t good enough. Their opinions,
they decided, were the only ones that mat-
tered. Those people formed the Academy of
Arts and Sciences. The Academy gave
us the Oscars, an award show
meant to honor those
films that best em-
bodied the Academy’s
narrow-minded ideal of
. what distinguishes ex-
- cellence.
We’ve been de-
ferring to them
ever since.

The Oscars
have been
around for almost
a hundred years. A hundred years!
Think about what that has done to
our cultural consciousness, to the

cinematic zeitgeist. For almost a century, the
Oscars have essentially billed themselves as
America’s guide to the best filmmaking on
the planet. We look to them to tell us what’s
good, and, by association, what’s bad.

The Oscars are a great, big homogenizing
machine, dictating people’s tastes to them.
Modern society has developed a conven-
tional, elemental understanding of what con-
stitutes quality based on what we’re told is
worthy of Academy recognition. We all know
that Katharine Hepburn was a brilliant ac-
tress, or that John Ford was a genius director.
We know this because the Oscars said so.

The fact that you can watch a movie and
call it “Oscar-bait” or look at the Academy
nominations and predict who is going to win
illustrates the problem perfectly. You watch a
movie and you can tell if it’s going to get an
Oscar, not necessarily because it’s a ground-
breaking or captivating work of art, but be-
cause it hits all the Oscar criterion right on
the head.

At this point, when we ask ourselves who
we think is going to get the “Best Picture” Os-
car, we’re not asking ourselves which “Best
Picture” nominee actually is the best of the
best. We’re asking which one fits the long-
established, easily-predictable model that the
Academy has established as necessary for all
movies to conform to if they are to be deemed
worthy of recognition and acclaim.

CONTACT BILLTHOMAS AT:
billthomas@thewilkesbeacon.com

Benflts' of being short during possible zom

BY CATHRYN FREAR
Stegf Writer

Growing up, I lived in a house of tall
people, with their average height being just
below six feet tall. There were setbacks to
this, due to my height being five-foot-two.
I had a hard time reaching and often even
seeing things which were kept on top of the
refrigerator or in the top two shelves of cabi-
nets.

It seemed unfair that I was so unlike my
family. Our extended family still thinks I
am between five and eight years younger
than I am solely based on my height, as
they had all been this tall by fourth grade or
so. They continually tell me, “Don’t worry
about it, Chatti. You’ll be fine. You’re still
growing!” I am 23-years-old. Growth out-
look: not so good.

Luckily, with age comes wisdom. A better
understanding of the world and your place

in it. Putting that into perspective has made
being short a gift. Mostly due to the realiza-
tion we will outlive all of you tall people.

Within the next year or so, there will likely
be many, many deaths due to Armageddon
being upon us. No, it has nothing to do with
the Bible or the Mayan calendar; those are
just cover-ups for the real impending prob-
lem: the zombie apocalypse. During this
zombie takeover, short people will be less
likely to die. Bare with me. There are rea-
sons. They are real.

Short people have greater agility because,
while our proportions may be the same as
a tall person, we have less length to actu-
ally move. This means we can more easily
dodge brain-consumption attempts. Espe-
cially is these are going to be the slow-mov-
ing zombies of “Night of the Living Dead,”
which, for the record, are so much scarier
than fast-moving zombies.

We short folks are also more likely to be

able to use the agility for a longer period of
time as the instance of health ailments such
as heart disease and cancer are found less in
short people. Issues with many other organs
occurs less in short people, as well, because
our bodies are shorter and our cell reproduc-
tion can be used in more useful places, like
our livers and kidneys, which both lead to
healthier blood, which leads to healthier ev-
erything else. It’s a cycle of awesome, you
guys.

The planet will also last longer because
we need less to live. Namely, less food, wa-
ter, our clothes require less cloth, and so on.
Because of our needs being quantitatively
less than tall people, our carbon footprints
are also lower. If everyone were shorter,
we would use less fossil fuel because there
would be less energy used for the supplies
humans need. Tall people: the real cause of
climate change.

In addition and possibly most in direct re-

bie apocalypse

lation to the fast-approaching zombie apoca-
lypse is our tininess gives us more options in
the places-to-hide department. I can, if nec-
essary, fit inside of a dryer or in the cupboard
underneath a sink. Point made there, I think.

The only setback? It’s much easier for
our bodies to become unhealthy because the
things we consume affect us greater than
tall people. What does this mean? Mostly
it means it’s much easier for a short per-
son to get fat, which cancels out all of the
aforementioned benefits. So it’s probably
best you start to get yourself fit, now, short
people.

So, the next time someone picks on you
for needing to stand on that rickety chair or
that squeaky footstool—I’m talking to you,
Farley Library—Iet it slide. They’ll be dead
soon, anyway.

CATHRYN FREAR AT:
cathryn.frear@wilkes.edu
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Mobile apps a popular means of entertainment

BY REBECCA BOLUS
Assistant Life Editor

The world of technology speeds ahead
minute by minute. In this world of technolo-
gy, smart phones have turned into more than
just a means of communication, but also a
source for entertainment and information.

Everywhere you look, people are glued
to their smart phones. With these devices
comes the trend that is blossoming more
than ever before: mobile applications.

Mobile app producers, such as Apple and
Android, continue to create new apps and
are constantly updating current ones.

Every day more and more apps are being
dewnloaded. According to Apple’s website,
Apple is nearing its 25 billionth app down-
load.

The app market is vast for Apple and An-
droid. Apple offers more than 500,000 apps
and Android offers more than 400,000.

These immense options include free and
paid apps. Apps are not just for cellular de-
vices either and are offered by products such
as iPads, Android tablets and even Kindles.

Categories of apps range from games,
news, shopping, social networking and
much more.

So what is it about these apps that attract
mobile device users?

Apple’s app store states on their website in
bold lettering that there are apps “for work,
play, and everything in between.”

After asking several students why they
love mobile devices that provide apps, they
adhered to Apple’s statement from their
website.

“Apps take a plain phone and turn it into
everything,” said Anthony Bartoli, sopho-
more communications major.

Apps allow mobile users to do many dif-
ferent tasks from that device anywhere, any-
time.

An app can turn a cellular device into a
flashlight or a barcode scanner. It can help
you figure out the name of a song when
you’re stumped.

“Apps sort of transform my phone into
what I want and what I need. They’re easy
to install and once I download an app, I’'m
curious as to what else is out there,” said
Stephanie Orr, sophomore education major.

Apps appear to be a part of socializing
among students, as well.

“I always hear people talking about the
new app they just downloaded or people
comparing their apps,” Orr said.

Sports apps were also a very popular
choice among students.

“My favorite app is the ESPN app because
I can check scores of any game right from

my phone,” said Steve Oprendeck, fresh-
man, undeclared major.

Overall, students surveyed about their
favorite apps mentioned mainly social net-
working ones, such as Facebook and Twitter.

“I like that I don’t have to go on the com-
puter to update my Facebook or Twitter
since I have the apps for them; It’s just con-
venient,” said Nicole Kelly, junior p1 phar-
macy major.

Along with the ability to check Facebook
and scores of sports games, apps provide a
world of gaming and music entertainment.
Popular game apps among the Wilkes stu-
dents surveyed, are Temple Run and Scram-
ble with Friends. For music, Pandora radio
is the most popular among music streaming
apps.

Apps have changed the way phones are be-
ing used entirely. This popular trend attracts
students through its easy installation, being a
convenient source for news and information,
and its offerings of many different games.

Who knows where the app market will
take us in the future? The opportunities seem
to be endless.

CONTACT REBECCA BOLUS AT:
rebeccabolus@thewilkesbeacon.com

Top Free Apps

: Move the Box
F Games
. ViewiniTunes »

Draw Something Fre_.
Cames
Wiew iniTunes »

| Blood & Glory
L Cames
Yiew in iTunes »

| Police Chase Smash
| Cames
L WView in {Tunes »

Temple Run
Cames
Wisw iniTunes »

Courtesy of Apple.com
Pictured are the most-downloaded free
apps on the Apple app store. The top apps
among students are social media apps.

Ferrets, cockroaches, other wild inhabitants of Bio Department

BY CHRISTINE LEE
Lifg@itorw

Walk through around any room in the
Biology department on the third floor of
Stark Learning Center and one is likely to
encounter a critter wandering around in a
tank, cage or on its own through a class-
room or lab.

Most of these animals are used for scien-
tific research involving undergraduates. Re-
search Associate Andrew Bartlow has been
doing research in the plant-animal interac-
tions lab for several years and highlights
several research projects the department
has undergone that involve small animals.

One project done two years ago involved
research on patterns of seed dispersal, fo-
cusing on how rodents disperse seeds and
how it affects oak forest regeneration that
involved grey Squirrels at Kirby Park.

The study looked at the cache recovery

behavior of grey squirrels, or grey squir-
rel behavior around burying acorns in the
ground for later use. The question posed was
whether grey squirr<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>