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Gov. Rendell makes homestretch pltch for Obama

BY GINO TROIANI
Beacon Op-Ed Editor

Last week marked the final political
troop surge in battleground states around
the country as celebrities and politicians
worked to get out the vote for their candi-
dates of choice.

On Friday, Pennsylvania Governor Ed
Rendell (D) visited Wilkes University
campaigning for Presidential hopeful Sen.
Barack Obama (D-IL) on the “Road to
Change” tour.

Rendell, who supported Sen. Hillary Clin-
ton (D-NY) in the primaries, chose to en-
dorse Obama after he won the Democratic
nomination.

The short, statewide bus tour kicked off
in Erie on October 28, and ended on No-
vember 1 in Norristown, with the goal of
securing a Keystone state win for Obama.
Rendell explained, “I don’t just want to
win; I want to crush them.”

On stage in the Henry Student Center 1st
floor lounge, Rendell was accompanied by
State Rep. Eddie Day Pashinski (D-Lu-
zeme), U.S. Representative Paul Kanjor-
ski (D-PA), Wilkes-Barre Mayor Thomas
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On Friday, October 31, Gov. Ed Rendell spoke on behalf of Barrack Obama.

Leighton (D), and Wilkes University Presi-
dent, Dr. Tim Gilmour. “It’s great to be back
at Wilkes!” Rendell exclaimed to the small
but enthusiastic crowd.

Rendell’s speech mostly focused on clear-
ing up any inaccuracies and rumors that
presidential rival Sen. John McCain’s (R-

AZ) campaign has fueled about Obama’s
stance on critical issues such as Medicare,
Social Security and taxes. “Obama is not
going to raise your taxes unless you make

See RENDELL page 2

Wilkes project analyzes Marcellus Shale in NEPA

BY AMY FUSCO
Beacon Asst. News Editor

If there has been a consistent message
across political lines through this election
season, it is that the country desperately
needs to locate and hamess alternative en-
ergy sources. But in the national energy
discussion questions of environmental im-
pact, natural resource availability and sus-
tainability all quickly bubble to the surface
like black gold.

So, local researchers are now beginning
to ask why search for fuel resources else-

where, when there are natural gas fuels in
several of Northeast Pennsylvania’s back-
yards? Local lands are being leased and
may become sites for drilling natural gas
from Marcellus Shale. A Wilkes research
team is taking a lead in investigating just
what sort of possibilities natural gas may
hold for the area.

Dr. Sid Halsor, professor of environmen-
tal engineering and earth science, has de-
signed a research project for two senior en-
vironmental engineering majors, John Luff
and Willaim Garro. Both students are also
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obtaining a minor in geology.

Marcellus Shale is abundant in North-
east PA and is a prime area for natural gas,
which is the cleanest burning fuel that pro-
duces fewer greenhouse gases than others,
explained Halsor. In other areas of the na-
tion, such as Texas and Arkansas, this type
of shale has already been drilled, making
them further along in the process. Land
owners are generally happy to lease land
for drilling because of the excellent money

See SHALE page 2

Wilkes hosts intl.
programming .
competition

BY NICOLE FRAIL
Beacon News Editor

On Saturday, October 25, Wilkes Uni-
versity hosted and participated in the As-
sociation for Computing Machinery Inter-
national Collegiate Programming Contest
(ACM-ICPC) sponsored by IBM. Twenty-
one teams from ten schools competed for
the top spot in eastern Pennsylvania. The
Wilkes Gold team placed fourth and Wilkes
Blue took ninth.

According to the ACM website, “The con-
test fosters creativity, teamwork, and inno-
vation in building new software programs,
and enables students to test their ability to
perform under pressure. Quite simply, it
is the oldest, largest, and most prestigious
programming contest in the world.”

The ACM contest, also referred to as Bat-
tle of the Brains, was inspired by a small
honor society competition in 1970 at Texas
A&M designed to challenge students in the
field of computer science. As the years pro-
gressed, the competition gained popularity
and soon spread over seas.

IBM has sponsored the competition for
11 years. According to Doug Heintzman,
director of Strategy for IBM’s Software
Group and Sponsorship Executive of ICPC,
approximately 22,000 students from 2,000
universities in 83 to 87 countries worldwide
participate each year.

“... [W]e take our social responsibility
pretty seriously and the harsh reality is that
this world is facing some pretty specific
challenges... and it’s going to take some

See CONTEST page 3
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guaranteed.

According to geology.com,
“In early 2008, Terry Englander,
a geoscience professor at
Pennsylvania State Universi-
ty, and Gary Lash, a geology
professor at the State Univer-
sity of New York at Fredo-
nia, surprised everyone with
estimates that the Marcellus
might contain more than 500
trillion cubic feet of natural
gas...That volume of natural
gas would be enough to sup-
ply the entire United States
for about two years and have
a wellhead value of about one
trillion dollars.”

The Pennsylvania De-
partment of Environmental
Protection recently issued a
report showing where new-
ly drilled wells are located
in the region. In Bradford
County, there are two; in Ly-
coming County, eight wells
were drilled; in Susquehanna
County, there are six wells,
and in Wayne County, there
are two. There are still more
permits issued for wells to be
drilled.

At Wilkes, Luff and Garro
have been conducting field studies
for the past few weeks at various
sites. They visit roadside areas
with evidence of shale to collect
information. They also examine
whether a site is a viable drilling
location, what sorts of drilling
could be done, and water usage in
the process. Luff and Garro attend-
ed a conference at Lake Lehman
High School where a Penn State
University professor spoke about
testing shale and drilling tactics.

Their most recent field study was
on Friday, October 31, at the Dela-
ware Water Gap site.

“It [the natural gas] is a positive
thing. The natural gas companies
generally take care of you when
they’re drilling on your land and
everything,” said Luff. If a per-

son is located within 1,000 yards
of the drilling site and the water
is contaminated, the company is
responsible. Due to state poli-
cies, the companies will take all
precautions and test the water fre-
quently.

Luff and Garro will create a
poster to put on display, but have
yet to determine what exactly they
will do with the results they find.

Based on a research conducted
by Joint Urban Studies Center

Photo Courtesy of Sid Halsor
Wilkes students gather information and data about
Marcellous Shale along roadsides in the area.
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(JUSC) in Wllkes Barre, PA, the
potential royalties from natural gas
drilling are substantive. A JUSC
report, “The Economic Impact of
Marcellus Shale in Northeastern
Pennsylvania,” documented how
if a landowner allowed drilling on
100 acres in production unit and
received a 15 per-
cent royalty, this
landowner would
receive $3,000 of
royalty per day,
which leads to
$1,095,000 a year.
This estimate is
based on natural
gas prices and dai-
ly production rate.
JUSC will host a
Marcellus  Shale
symposium on
November 19 to
further educate the
public about it.

Although the
natural gas wells
will not lower
gas prices in the
region, the pos-
sibility of drilling
could bring eco-
nomic and job op-
portunities to the
area. Halsor noted,
“There will be job
opportunities  in
management, energy supply, in-
frastructure in drilling structures,
well site geologists, services and
more [if the natural gas project is
successful]”.

In addition, natural gas drilling
also could buoy environmental
and conservation jobs locally. A
few possible environmental con-
cerns include the effects of deep
drilling, hydro-fracturing, water
consumption, and heavy equip-
ment impact on area roads. The

CONTACT INFORMATION:
nicole.frail@wilkes.edu
amy.fusco@wilkes.edu

cathryn.frear@wilkes.edu

wilkesbeacon.news@gmail.com )2

wells will need to be drilled 5,000-
8,000 feet below ground level, av-
eraging a mile deep.

Halsor explained one concern
with deep drilling is that rock ma-
terial will be brought up mixed
with drilling material, which con-
sists of chemicals, sand and water.
These materials will be piled into
pond-like areas to be contained,
but the remains left behind could
cause an environmental issue. He
also described the effects of hy-
dro-fracturing, which is a process
involving vertical and horizontal
drilling to remove gas from the
porous Marcellus Shale, leading
to a possibility of affecting the
overlying reservoirs by leaking
drill components into it.

Lastly, natural gas drilling re-
quires several millions of gallons
of water to work, which means
water consumption could have
an environmental impact. A few
companies were looking at Har-

Editorial Staff 2008-09

vey’s Lake and the possibility
of using the water from it. With
connection to water, there will be
heavy equipment on the roads for
water transportation and disposal
of materials, which creates further
impact on the environment.
Halsor brings a unique perspec-
tive on the issue of the drilling of
natural gas in Northeast PA. At
one time, he worked for an oil
and gas industry in Colorado and
he is now an environmental en-
gineering and earth science pro-
fessor. He sees both sides of the
story, recognizing the importance
of economic and energy needs as
well as sensitivity to possible neg-
ative environmental impact.
“Energy, below the economy
and war, is a major issue and con-
cern in the U.S. It is a high prior-
ity for politicians and communi-
ties alike,” said Halsor. He also
believes it is important to use a
diversified source of energy.
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CONTEST
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very bright, creative, innovative people
and technologies in order to tackle some
of these big problems and we think that by
sponsoring this competition and shining a
very bright light on these exceptional young
people, hopefully we will be helping to
bring some of that creativity and innovative
potential to help develop these technolo-
gies and help solve these problems,” said
Heintzman.

Wilkes has been a host site for the com-
petition since 2000. Though enrollment in
computer science has declined in the past
few years, Wilkes’s role as host aims to
increase the excitement and interest in the
field in any way possible.

Dr. Matt Zukoski, associate professor of
computer science, and senior Jason Wagner
helped organize the event at Wilkes.

“This year, there weren’t even any mi-
nor issues that came up. It was a welcome
change from last year when the contest was
held on the day that the underground explo-
sion took place under Main Street, and they
were going to have to shut off our power.
We ended up being delayed by about an
hour and a half...” said Wagner, systems

2006 competition.

Math and computer science students bor-
rowed computers from surrounding class-
rooms to make a second lab in SLC 403 for
the competition. SLC 409 was also used
by many of the 21 competing teams. Each
team consisted of three members and was
allowed one computer.

Wilkes Gold consisted of seniors Kyle
Hatcher and Simon Elmir and sophomore
Brandon Yachna. Freshmen Ed Zulkoski
and Dakota Cole and sophomore Corey Del
Vecchio made up the Wilkes Blue team.

Recently, Wilkes has stopped teaching
Java, the traditional computer language
used in the competition. The younger team,
Wilkes Blue, scrambled over the weekend
to learn Java, having been trained in Py-
thon, said Zukoski.

According to ACM, “Teammates collabo-
rate to rank the difficulty of the problems,
deduce the requirements, design test beds,
and build software systems that solve the
problems under the intense scrutiny of ex-
pert judges. For a well-versed computer sci-
ence student, some of the problems require
precision only... Still others are simply too
hard to solve — except, of course, for the
world’s brightest problem-solvers.”

The teams had five hours to work on 10

inistration for the Wilkes site since the

most problems cor-
rectly in the shortest
amount of time was
Lehigh University’s
C team with four
problems complet-
ed.

“I  thought the |
questions were well
chosen. As expect-
ed, many problems
seemed easy at first
glance, but as you
read more they be- |
came more and more |
complex. The first ®
problem we worked
on, the three of us
worked on it unti
we had a pretty good idea of where to go.
Then, one of us would start reading through
another problem to get a little feel for it so
we didn’t take it on blind,” said Yachna.

Wilkes Gold placed 32nd overall in the
Mid Atlantic Region and Wilkes Blue
placed 79th. Lehigh C, who won the part
of the competition hosted at Wilkes, placed
12th in the region.

The top 100 teams in the country will be
invited to the ACM world championships

problems. The team who submitted the

in Sweden. According to Heintzman, aside

CHANGEABLE SKIES LLC.

200 South Franklin Street

..

esy of Matt Zukoski

Photo Court

Wilkes Gold team works on the one of ten problems at the ACM-
| ICPC contest hosted at Wilkes on Saturday, October 25.

from the cultural experience and “bragging
rights™ of making it to the finals, winners in
Sweden will receive cash scholarships, lap-
top computers, IBM hardware and what is
equal to a “golden ticket” to place on their
resumes. Many past winners, including
2006’s team from Saratov State University
in Russia, are currently working for IBM.

“This is a passport for so many students
to fulfill their life’s ambitions, so that’s
probably, by far, the biggest payoff,” said
Heintzman.

DIRECTLY ACROSS FROM THE LIBRARY! ‘

1 Two Bedroom Apartment still available for
January 2009!

Totally Restored by Changeable Skies LLC.

Time to think about leasing for next year, act early to get the best deals!
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Stem Cells: Promising treatment for future

BY THE BEACON
EDITORIAL BOARD

Stem cell research has been
a heated ethical issue for years
across political, scientific, and ad-
vocacy groups. President George
W. Bush has staunchly resisted
embryonic stem cell research in
his tenure, while high profile ad-
vocates such as actor Michael J.
Fox and Health and Human Ser-
vices Director Tommy Thompson
have lobbied hard for a loosening
of federal purse strings for re-
search.

Despite passionate arguments
both for and against the use of
stem cells, recent scientific ad-
vances have opened up possible
cures or treatments for diseases
such as Alzheimer’s and Parkin-
son’s. Thus, it has again become a
closely watched political issue in
the 2008 election.

What are Stem Cells?

Stem cells are cells
found in most, if not
all, multi-cellular or-
ganisms. They are
chgracterized by the
ability to renew them-
selves through mitotic
cell and differentiating
into a diverse range of
specialized cell types.
The two major types of
human stem cells are embryonic,
and adult stem cells.

In a developing embryo, stem
cells can differentiate into all of
the specialized embryonic tissues.
In adults, stem cells act as a repair
system for the body, replenishing
specialized cells, but also main-
tain the normal turnover of regen-
erative organs, such as blood, skin
or intestinal tissues.

The key difference between em-
bryonic and adult stem cells lies
within their ability to develop into
distinctive types of cells.

How are they helpful?
According to the National In-

George ‘. Bush

stitute of Health (NIH), currently,
adult stem cells are the only type
of stem cells that are used to treat
various disorders, and have been
used for over 40 years in the med-
ical field, mostly in leukemia re-
search.

In addition, NIH studies and
other significant advancements
among individual research teams
at universities in the United States,
the United Kingdom and Asia have
proven that stem cells possess the
ability to benefit patients who suf-
fer from numerous cancers, auto-
immune diseases, cardiovascular
problems, many blood conditions,
metabolic disorders, spinal cord
injuries, and various wounds to
name a few. Most agree that with
further research of stem cells,
adult and embryonic, cures for
certain types of cancer, ALS, and
Alzheimer’s are possible.

As adult stem cells age, they be-
gin to lose their ability to devel-

op into specialized
cells.

The ethical debate

In 2001, President
George W. Bush an-
nounced that federal
funds for embryonic
stem cell research
would only be award-
ed, and research may
only take place if the
cells were initiated prior to 9:00
p.m. EDT, on August 9, 2001. For
a time, this move virtually brought
a stand still to embryonic stem cell
research in the United States.

Human embryonic stem cell
research is controversial because
starting a stem cell line with cur-
rent technology requires the de-
struction of a human embryo and/
or therapeutic cloning. Pro-life
supporters argue that a human em-
bryo is a human life and is there-
fore entitled to protection.

In a 2001 Time magazine article,
“The Great Debate Over Stem Cell
Research” author Jessica Reaves

sums up the tension, “Embryonic
stem cells are controversial. They
come from the inner cell mass of a
blastocyst, the term for a fertilized
egg four days after conception.”
Thus, pro-life ad-
vocates argue
that unborn
children

are at risk

in  such

research.

Support-
ers of em-
bryonic stem
research
argue that
such research
should be pursued because the
resultant treatments could have
significant medical potential. It is
also noted that embryos created for
in vitro fertilization, which might
otherwise be discarded, could be
donated with consent and used for
the research.

According to Standford Univer-
sity’s Christopher Thomas Scott
executive director of the Stem
Cells in Society Program in his
book, Stem Cell Now, “Results
from some adult stem cell research
laboratories in late 1999 and early
2000 hinted that adult stem cells
were every bit as powerful as their
embryonic counter parts.” Politi-
cal and religious groups used this
claim to make a case against em-
bryonic stem cell use. However,
“...no other laboratories were able
to repeat the experiments.” This
preserves the idea that embryonic
stem cells have far more potential
than adult stem cells.

Recently, CNN medical corre-
spondent Dr. Sanjay Gupta stated
that each year approximately 75

An embryonic stem cell.

percent of total health care spend-
ing, (about 1.5 trillion/year) is
used for disease management.
This is why stem cell research
has proven to be a key issue in the

2008 election.

Where do we need to go
on stem cells?

Research in this area will
continue across the world,
whether Americans are
allowed to participate
or not. The 2007 No-
bel Prize for Medicine
was awarded to Mario
Capecchi, Martin Ev-
ans, and Oliver Smithies
for their gene research us-
ing embryonic stem cells
from mice. Teams in Eng-
land have also spearheaded
important  breakthroughs.

However, given Amer-
ica’s medical institutes,
we could choose to lead in
this area and possibly see great ad-
vances thanks to good federal and
private funding.

Both Sen. Barack Obama (D-
IL), and Sen. John McCain (R-
AZ) have promised that they will
indeed provide governmental
funding for both types of stem
cell research regardless of the date
in which the stem cells were ac-
quired.

The Beacon staff fully supports
further research of both embry-
onic and adult stem cells. We do
so with the belief that the poten-
tial for advancement in the medi-
cal field greatly outweighs any
ethical debate about when life
begins. While we may not agree
about when it begins, we do know
when it ends for loved ones with
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s and
other such diseases. That reality,
and the potential for changing it,
is enough to spur our push to the
new administration to fund stem
cell research.

Talking

]

The Beacon
supports further
research of hoth
emhbryonic, and
adult stem cells.

Both
presidential
candidates
in the 2008

election support
further stem cell
research.
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The Angry Rant: The not so Angry Rant

BY TIM SEIGFRIED
Beacon Staff Writer

As I write this, the Philadelphia Phil-
lies are still on the field celebrating their
World Series victory, Bill Conti’s “Gonna
Fly Now” is blasting over my speakers, and
my hands are shaking, because, for the first
time in 26 years, it appears that my life has
purpose. That last part might be an exag-
geration. But I don’t think it is.

I've been a Phillies fan for as long as I can
remember. In fact, I had my first Phillies ex-
perience when I was less than 48 hours old,
when my mother had a Phillies game on the
television at the hospital.

I've been there through the Schmidt years,
the lean years (there were many), and I re-
member that I had my heart broken for the
first time on October 23, 1993.

I was there when the tide turned in 2006,
as Ryan Howard slugged his way to an
MVP award and nearly carried the Phillies
to a playoff berth.

[was there in 2007, when the Phillies made
an improbable run over the last weeks of the
season to overcome the New York Mets to
take the division, only to be swept in the Di-
vision Series by the Colorado Rockies.

I was there for their first victory in 2008,
when a Phillies rally turned a 6-1 deficit
into an 8-7 victory. And now one hundred
and two wins later, they are Champions of
Baseball.

But first, I need to get something off my
chest.

When this article was conceived during
the hangover of the first part of Game 5, it
was filled with more vitriol than an article
about how much I hate Dane Cook.

But something happened after one last
perfect slider by Brad Lidge: All of that
went away.

Maybe it was the temporary insanity that
takes over a person after their lifelong team
wins a championship; Maybe it was the
culmination of emotions after eight months
of nail-biting baseball, or maybe it was
the fact that, amid all of the bad calls, late
start times and poor management by MLB
brass...I just didn’t care about that. My
team just won, and that’s all that matters.

But, this wouldn’t be an angry rant with-
out some anger. So here it goes, in no par-
ticular order...

Joe Buck has about as much emotion as
a dead fish in a bucket of frozen water. Just
ask every New York Giants fan about the
call he made when David Tyree made one
of the greatest catches ever in the Super-
Bowl.

Tim McCarver sounds like he is drunk,
high, mentally retarded , or a combination
of all three. To quote Family Guy, here is

McCarver in a nutshell: “In my
view, as good as the Yankees have
been in the first half of this game,
that’s how bad they’ve been now.”

The umpires were so bad in this
series, even Tim Donaghy said:
“Seriously?”

Those painfully annoying com-
mercials that remind us, with bran
cereal-to-your-colon-like  regular-
ity, that “There’s Only One Octo-
ber.” Thankfully, no one told Dane
Cook that there was a World Series
this year, making the commercials
slightly less annoying. Which is
kind of like saying that Paul Walker
is a slightly worse actor than Keanu
Reeves.

And finally, Bud Selig looks like
a used car salesmen with a drink-
ing problem. His verbal acumen
makes George W. Bush sound like Maya
Angelou.

Let’s look at some of Bud’s best mo-
ments that were no doubt conceived to ruin
baseball, much like George Lucas and his
attempt to ruin both Star Wars and Indiana
Jones:

He turned the relaxing All Star Game into
a contest that determines home-field ad-
vantage. That’s fine, except for
the players are chosen by
the fans. So, in real-
ity, it is entirely
possible  that g =
Coco Crisp 4
would start
in center- 4
field 8
justbe- £
cause
hees
name
sounds
delicious.

In the af-
termath of Hur-
ricane Ike, the
Houston Astros, who
were in the midst of the
National League Wild Card
race, were forced to evacuate
their stadium prior to a homes-
tand with the Chicago Cubs. Instead
of having the game in nearby Arling-
ton (which, you know, made sense), Selig
chose to have the game played in a “neu-
tral” site Milwaukee. Which happens to be
the Kramer to Chicago’s Seinfeld, essen-
tially taking away any home-field advan-
tage for the Astros. The result: Cubs’ starter
Carlos Zambrano throws a no-hitter in front
of a crowd of mostly Cubs’ fans. The Astros
would lose 6 of their next 7 games and miss

the playoffs.
He allowed Game Five of the World Se-
ries to begin, despite the fact the weather
radar was giving strong indications that it
would rain. Prior to the game, Selig was re-
ported to have told several people that there
was a good chance that they would not get
through all nine innings. That’s the equiva-
lent of telling a girl that the
condom you have is probably
going to break, but you're
going to use it anyway.

He signed a billion-
dollar deal with FOX,
giving them exclusive
rights to the World #
Series, with the
caveat that FOX
can start them at
8:30 PM, even

though

157 P B L !
games will be
lucky to be over

5. by midnight.
That’s  too
late for a
L baseball
L game to
A estart;
. and
it de-

prives
the young-
er fans of
" witnessing
> what might very
well be the defin-
ing moment in their
young fan-life. (How-
ever, a young Tim Seigfried
would’ve defiantly stayed up
to watch the affair that was Game
Four.)
In other words, Bud Selig is a turd who
deserves to be fired.

But all that is forgotten now. The poor of-
ficiating, the deplorable conditions for part
one of game five and Bud Selig’s verbal di-
arrhea; I could really care less. What began
as a manifesto on what is wrong with base-
ball has turned into an emotional release
that I can only imagine can be topped by

having a child, except that the child must
one day go on to invent a more efficient
way for me to watch the television while
I’m in the bathroom.
And now, for some more uplifting fare,
the top ten moments from the post season:
10. Jamie Moyer, 44-years-young, pitch-
ing a gem in his first World Series in a 22-
year-career.
9. Carlos Ruiz’s 55-foot-walk-off  in
Game Four of the World Series.
8. Chase “Effin” Utley’s speech after
the parade. Greatest. Speech. Ever.
7. Brett Myers’ 10-pitch at-bat
against C.C. Sabathia in Game
Two of the NLDS. My-
% ers, a career .116 hitter,
b worked a walk against
S C.C, setting the stage
for Shane Victorino’s
grand slam two hitters
later.
6. MattStairs®woout,
two-run blast that capped
a four-run rally against the
Dodgers in Game Four of
the NLCS. Stairs, who
has 254 career homers,
will never hit a bigger
one.
5. Chase Utley’s
Jeteresque  fake
cut down the go-
home plate with
the 7th inning

out that
ahead run at
two outs in
in Game Five.
4, Pat
only hit of the
Series, and pos-
as a Phillie, was a

Burrell’s
World
sibly last
leadoff

double in the 7th in- 1§ B nin g
that would prove to be the
difference maker when Pedro

Feliz drove in pinch-runner Eric Bruntlett
two batters later.

3. Every single start by Cole Hamels,
who went from “Ace” to “Messiah” over
the course of three weeks. How good was
Hamels? Well, he was the best pitcher, by
far, in a postseason that included Josh Beck-
ett, C.C. Sabathia, Jon Lester, Carlos Zam-
brano, Scott Kazmir, James Shields, and
Derek Lowe.

2. Brad Lidge’s slider that pinch-hitter
Eric Hinske couldn’t hit even if he knew it
was coming.

1. Getting to say, for the next year, “The
World Champion Philadelphia Phillies.”

Yes, my beloved Fightin’ Phils are the
Champions of Baseball.

And my hands are still shaking.
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U.S. violated international law in Syria

BY GINO TROIANI
Beacon Op-Ed Editor

Late last month, United States
Special Operations Forces target-
ing an Iraqi militant and his cell
carried out a raid across Syrian
borders.

The timing of the raid has left
many questions, because in recent
months, the U.S. has commended
Syrian officials on their efforts to
tighten the boarder between Syria
and Iraq. According to the New
York Times, “Gen. David H. Pe-
traeus, the former top commander
in Iraq, said that the flow of for-
eign fighters into Iraq had dwin-
dled to less than 20 a month from
a peak of more than 120 a month
a year ago.”

The U.S. forces were specifi-
cally ordered to hunt down Abu
#Ghadiya. Ghadiya was in his late
20s and described by a United
States official as Al Qaeda in
Mesopotamia’s “most prominent”

smuggler of foreign operatives

between Syrian borders into Iraq.

The attack on Ghadiya was exe-
cuted six miles from the Iraqi bor-
der, in the village of Sukkariyah
just before 5 p.m. by about two-
dozen American commandos in
specially equipped Black Hawk

helicopters. Ghadiya and several
militants fought the U.S. troops
in a short gun battle. Ghadiya was
then captured, and died shortly af-
ter.

Syria’s foreign minister, Walid
al-Moallem, also claimed that
U.S. soldiers fatally
shot four members of
one family, a guard and
his wife and a man who
was fishing nearby. The
U.S. continues to deny
allegations of civilian
deaths.

Since the attacks of
September 11, 2001,
the U.S. has executed
attacks on suspected
terrorists in countries
like Yemen and Soma-
lia. In addition, it has
also authorized attacks on Syr-

ian soil to support its military op-
erations in Iraq, but those attacks
have mostly been cross-border
missile strikes.

The U.S. has defended its actions
by making the case that cross-bor-
der missions inside Pakistan and
now in Syria have helped to pro-
tect the lives of American troops.

President Bush commented in a
speech to the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly in September. “As

sovereign states, we have an obli-
gation to govern responsibly, and
solve problems before they spill
across borders,” Mr. Bush said.
“We have an obligation to prevent
our territory from being used as a
sanctuary for terrorism and pro-

lifera-
tion
and human trafficking and orga-
nized crime.”

According to Dr. Andrew Mill-
er, Wilkes University assistant
professor of political science, by
crossing Syrian borders, the U.S.
is guilty of violating “internation-
al law,” which protects a nation’s

sovereignty.
And so I ask of Mr. Bush and his

administration: if the situation
were reversed, and Syria crossed
U.S. borders to demonstrate mil-
itary force, how would the U.S.
respond? “ Miller explained that
although it may not seem just,
the truth is that, “international
relations are based on pow-
er,” and that the U.S. would
simply “obliterate”
Syria.

According to an
Oct. 27
CNN  re-
port, Moal-
lem also
accused
the 'United
States  of
terrorism
after  the
raid. “Kill-
ing civil-
ians in in-
ternational
law means terrorist aggression,”
Further acts of aggression will
not be tolerated, Mouallem said.
“If they do it again, we will de-
fend our territories.”

The CNN story also quoted Ji-
had Makdissi, a spokesman for
the Syrian Embassy in London,
who said, “They should come
to Syrian authorities and share
their information
instead of apply-

Cartoon by: Jenna Stephens

ing the law of the
jungle,”

With great
power  comes
great responsi-
bility. If a na-
tion abuses its
power just as the
United  States
has continued to
do, it is no better
than the terrorist
organizations it
is fighting to de-
feat. The attack
on Syrian soil
1 sends the wrong
% message to en-
%’i emies and allies
% alike.

Beacon Poll Results

The following are results of a
11 that The Beacon coducted

nline this past week. The

oll was unscientific, and does

ot claim to reflect the overal

ttitudes of students on
campus.

The Beacon asked:

[Which candidate are you
voting for in the 2008 Pres-
idential Election?

* Barack Obama 72%
¢ John McCain 24%
* Other - 4%

Next Week’s question:

What are your views on stem
cell research?

* For it
* Against it
* Undecided

Visit www.wilkesbeacon.
com to cast your vote.
Results will be published.
online at wilkesbeacon.com

Speak Up!
It’s Your nght X
Ffhe Beacon wants your
opinion. Concactus at |
WilkesBeacon.OpEd
@Gmail.com
with your Name,
Major, Year, and

Opinion!

The Beacon reserves the right
to edit submitted pieces for
space and content.
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Record holders explore world by motorbike

BY LAUREN SALEM
Beacon Asst. Op-ed Editor

World travelers and Guinness Book of

. World Record holders, Simon and Lisa
Thomas, recently rode though Pennsylva-
~ nia, the 38th state they visited in their at-
s tempt to visit every state on their BMW
- motorbikes. The married couple from the
* United Kingdom sold almost all of their
' ' possessions including their house and per-
* sonal businesses to embark on a journey to
ride the world. In their stop in Pennsylva-
~ nia, they stayed with friends in Dallas, PA
and offered insights into their journey.

“All you’re really doing is swapping one
~ set of daily problems, whether it’s e-mail or
traffic, for a different set of issues,” Simon

~ said during his visit. “Our issues are a little

" more firsthand, logistical. We still have the
same problems every single day: we have
fo eat, drink, and navigate our way through
- life. We're just doing it in a slightly dif-
ferent fashion.”

The Thomases left the United King-
- dom in May 2003, and have traveled
105,000 miles through 58 countries.
- They plan to cover over 60 more dur-
~ ing the next four to five years. Their
goal is to ride through all seven con-
~ tinents from the most northern tip to
- the most southern tip of each continent.
- They carry only what they can pack on their
bikes, mostly bike supplies and a tent.
~ “Rather than flying from home into the
* country, having a holiday, and flying back

Student
of the

VVeck

Tong Thomas
["reshman English &

political science maﬂor

BY BETHANY YAMRICK
Beacon Correspondent

out only getting a slight taste of the country,
we ride though each country together and
we end up wearing and eating the country
as we go through it,” Lisa said. “It’s not
so much number counting the countries or
the miles; we remember countries by the
people.”

For five weeks, the Thomases lived with a
nomadic tribe in the northern Sahara Desert,
where they met a nomad they occasionally
keep in touch with through e-mail. They
also lived in a Massi village for three weeks
when they visited Tanzania.

“We met people who have nothing and
they want to sharehalf of what they haven’t
got, and you meet people every
single day that are generous,
hospitable, yet industrious, in-
genious,” Si mon said. “We
are sur- prised on a
daily 4

During the days and weeks leading up to
Election Day, the Democratic Club has been
one of the more active clubs on campus.

Freshman Tony Thomas has been an ac-
tive member of the club, participating in
events that encourage voting for the stu-
dents. Thomas primarily became involved
in the club because he wanted to work with
other students interested in helping fo get
Barack Obama elected. He also felt it was
important to promote the democratic cause,
and found no better way than to be part of
their national organization at the Wilkes
campus.

On Election Day, Thomas and other club
members will continue to work on the Get
Out the Vote initiative to encourage college
students to vote. Also, they will be work-

basis with people’s generosity and trust,
because when we left the UK, we believed
that the world was full of scary people who
were out to mug me, kill me, hurt me, or
take advantage of me.”

The Thomases were also taken in by a lo-
cal family in the Amazon, who nearly saved
their lives by providing them with food and
their home about four days after Simon suf-
fered a near-fatal accident. On the second
day of travel though the Amazon, a rotten,
wooden-planked bridge broke and threw Si-
mon to the ground.

He was unconscious for about twenty
minutes and incapacitated for five hours. It
took them three weeks to drive though the
Amazon to find a hospital. Simon was di-
agnosed with a broken neck, his vision was
impaired, andhe was paralyzed on the
left side for three weeks. Never-

theless, he recov-
ereds

Photo courtesy of
www.2ridetheworld.com

ing to help students get to their correct
polling places so they can vote. Because
of his dedication to the important issue of
getting the younger generation to vote, The
Beacon has chosen Thomas as its Student
of the Week.

The Beacon: Where do you see yourself in
ten years?

Thomas: In ten years [ would love to see
myself in Congress. If I can’t manage

to win an election, I would probably be
teaching either political science or English
literature at a New England college.

The Beacon: Describe yourself in three
words.
Thomas: Passionate, liberal, and kind

and the couple continued their journey.

Another tough environment to ride though
was Bolivia. Simon wrote in a diary entry
posted on www.2ridetheworld.com about
how difficult it was to ride in though the
Bolivian Altiplno, where climbers start us-
ing oxygen at 14 thousand feet.

“We were freezing and even with our
electric kit kicking out all the heat it could
we were battling with numb hands and
limbs. The altitude was taking its toll. We
were both struggling a little for breath and
were uneasily aware that our concentration
was being affected. We’d reached as higlpas
15,000 feet plus riding the Passe de Jama.
Right now we were at 16,000 feet and were
still climbing. The bikes were feeling la-
boured in the thinner air and all the time I
was worring [sic] about Lisa. The track was
still rising sharply. We rounded the last tight
curve as the small compound came into
view. A ramshackle collection of old stone
buildings painted with now peeling military
green. We were at ‘16,534.8 feet’.”

“We don’t have the finances to do this,

but you might as well be broke on the road

than broke back home in England, where

being broke really does matter,” Lisa

said. “We said we’d stop when we

run out of money, so we ran out of

money. We said we’d stop when we

had a very bad accident; Simon had a

very bad accident. We can’t stop yet;

we’re not ready. We feel like we only just
begun.”

The Beacon: Finish this sentence “My
friends would be surprised to know that
i

Thomas: Collect garden gnomes
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Teaching is no longer just for the professors
Graduate student reaches out to English-speaking community

BY MATTHEW GOGAS
Beacon Staff Writer

For those who wish they could have con-
versed with this summer’s Olympic hosts in
their native Mandarin language, help may
be just around the corner.

Nan Xu, a graduate student at Wilkes, has
been informally instructing students how
to speak Mandarin Chinese in the Savitz
Multicultural Lounge in the Henry Student
Center. On Wednesday, October 29, Xu
held her second lesson teaching American
and international students how to say com-
mon phrases in her native language of Man-
darin.

As a teacher in China, instructing students
is a familiar experience for her. Xu spent
her teaching career helping international
students learn both English and Mandarin.
She views volunteering her time to teach
students as an opportunity to contribute to
the university and a chance to see Wilkes
become more international.

“I give my time to help students here un-
derstand the Chinese culture. It is fun and
interesting to see them participating and in-
teracting with each other,” said Xu.

The lessons consist of Xu teaching students
using a lesson plan with common words
and phrases in Mandarin and their English
meanings. She guides them by teaching the

friends with Chinese students from learn-
ing Mandarin.

“Every time I run into my Chinese friends,
I practice it. Some of them are very open

students minded
how to an d
prop- will
erly pro- prac-
nounce ic e
the words with
and prac- you,”
tice recit- said
ing them Rodri-
back to guez.
her. Rodri-
Mario gruse'z
Rodri- hasalso
guez, a formed
student a
LT 0 m friend-
Hondura;ls, The Beacon/Lauren Biernacki ° 'thXp
f::ssonstaz Nan Xu teaches students to speak Mandarin each week in the st
Savitz Multicultural Lounge. Xu believes teaching Wilkes stu-
an oppor- :
G dents common phrases in the langauge helps them become more
culturally aware.
have fun

and learn at the same time. As a new student
at Wilkes, Rodriguez has made many new

through the lessons and respects her for tak-
ing the time to teach students Mandarin.

“Nan is a great person because of the
work she is doing. She wants people to
learn her language and she is doing it in
her free time.”

Xu is currently pursuing a Masters in
Education at Wilkes. When she is not do-
ing class work, she actively participates by
volunteering in community service activi-
ties and all the Center for Global Education
and Diversity programs. Georgia Costalas,
Associate Director of Global Education,
holds Xu in high regard for the work she
has done at Wilkes.

“The activity that Nan Xu led was her
own initiative and naturally grows out of
having internationals who are eager to
share themselves during their time at Wil-
kes. It helps people who are monolingual
experience the difficulty that non-native
English speakers face every day in class
and in social situations,” said Costalas.

The Mandarin lessons are held on
Wednesdays in the Savitz Multicultural
Lounge in the Henry Student Center at
5:00 P.M. Anyone is interested in learning
the language is welcome to attend the les-
sons which are free of charge.
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Broccoli Cat 10 Cut Tray Omion Rings
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Tanzania trip sparks life-long Afr;can mission

BY CHRISTA SGOBBA
Beacon Lifestyles Editor

Traveling to the city of Arusha, Tanzania,
to prepare for a safari the next day, Alyssa
Ciesla and her group experienced an eye-
opening welcome to the culture that offered
a hint of breath-taking spectacles to come.

As the group drove down the dirt road, a
pride of lions darted right in front of their
vehicle, forcing the driver to slam on his
brakes.

Later that night, cracking tree branches
awakened the group to the sight of enor-
mous elephants brushing against their
windows. Pulling the windows open, the
travelers reached out to touch the massive
backsides of the elephants.

Welcome to Africa.

Ciesla, a junior sociology major, spent
two weeks in the East African country of
Tanzania as part of a cultural expansion
trip offered by anthropology professor Dr.
James Merryman last summer. During the
trip, Ciesla, along with other Wilkes stu-
dents and local residents, went on safaris,
hiked up waterfalls, and explored the local
towns.

But for Ciesla, the trip became more than
a two-week cultural immersion. It left her
so enchanted with the African culture and
moved by the hardships facing its people
that it inspired her to go back this summer.
For one month, Ciesla will volunteer at the
Agape Child Center, a non-profit institution
in South Africa that helps children orphaned
by AIDS.

“I know that I want to work in Africa. I
want to live the majority of my life there,”
said Ciesla. “They live such a simple life-
style, and here, we don’t even know the
things we take for granted, like just waking
up and expecting breakfast. Going to Tan-
zania just sealed the deal.”

In particular, Ciesla was fascinated by
the warmth of the people she encountered.
When the group stopped at little towns,
Ciesla and others would take the opportu-
nity to wander around and explore. Hordes
of children would follow behind them, jab-
bering exuberantly to each other as they
touched the pale skin and light hair of their
foreign guests.

The locals in these towns spoke Swa-
hili, but those who spoke even a little bit
of English offered their help to the travelers

Martz Trailways Student Discount Program
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Photo courtesy of Alyssa Ciesla

Alyssa Ciesla, far left, spent two weeks in Tanzania as part of a cultural immersion
trip. This summer, she will travel to South Africa to volunteer at the Agape Child
Center to help over 40 children orphaned by AIDS.

when they seemed lost or confused. Ciesla
recalled a time when her group members
were searching for disposable cameras, and
a local led them through the twists and turns
of the city to a place that sold them.

“Even the families, when we went into the
small towns, if we needed something, they’d
invite you right over,” she said. “They have
nothing, but they’re still so willing to give
to us, people who they know have every-
thing compared to them.”

Merryman, who worked for 12 years in
Kenya and speaks fluent Swahili, counts
the people of Tanzania as “warm, hospita-
ble, generous, and welcoming.” When the
group traveled to Zanzibar (a part of Tanza-
nia which is predominantly Muslim), Mer-
ryman said they felt safe in a non-threaten-
ing environment.

“That’s one of the things that you have
to understand, that being a Muslim doesn’t
necessarily mean that you are anti-Ameri-
can or out to harm us in any way,” he said.
“They’re very welcoming and polite, and
mild-mannered with sweet dispositions.”

According to Merryman, many other
misperceptions exist about traveling to Af-
rica.

“First of all, people are afraid. There are
areas of conflict, whether it is Sudan or So-
malia, or the problems in Zimbabwe,” he
said. “But people tend to generalize an en-
tire continent, and people tend to fear what
they don’t understand.”

Merryman counts the prevalence of dis-
ease as another misperception. Cielsa says
that she has heard people express misgiv-

ings about her decision to work with AIDS
orphans.

Three days after Ciesla returned from her
Tanzania trip, she began researching volun-
teer opportunities that would take her back
to Africa. She settled on the Be More or-
ganization, a non-profit group that runs the
Agape Child Center in South Africa. For
one month, Ciesla will serve as a positive
role model by living, talking, and playing
with 40 children orphaned by AIDS. How-
ever, she has heard some people question
the safety of her decision.

“People call me crazy all the time,” she
said. “They think if I'm around AIDS, I'm
going to get AIDS.”

For Ciesla’s parents, the fear of AIDS isn’t
what worries them the most. Along with the
danger of the region, they worry that their
daughter may find her home halfway across
the world.

“That’s what my parents are mostly scared
of, that I’'m going to go there and just love
it, and stay there forever,” she said.

After graduation, Ciesla intends to join the
Peace Corps, and then complete a master’s
degree in either African Studies or Interna-
tional Studies. But her main goal is to even-
tually open an outreach center in Africa that
will give free clinic care, clothing, and food
to those living in poverty.

“My whole goal is to spread the word,”
she said. “This is what I want to do for the
rest of my life. I want to affect huge change
in the world, positive change. And this sum-
mer will be my first step.”
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Nicole Caffiero

freshman, pre-pharmacy

“The war, because we’ve got to get out of
there. We need to worry about here first
before we continue anywhere else.”

Darius Harrison

sophomore, accounting

“Taxes/social security. I was watching the
debates and I saw Obama had a better plan
with what he wanted to do with the money.”

Kevin Hettrich

junior, elem. education

“Health care. Because everyone deserves
a good health care plan; everyone is
affected by it.”

Frantzddyn Pamphile

} junior, nursing

@ “Grants and the economy. McCain is trying to
take away our Pell grants and this school already
costs enough as is... not everyone can afford a
private school.”

Adam Szumski

junior, political science

“There are a lot of issues that influence my
decision... probably job security because
I’'m going to have a big debt when I get out
of college.”
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“Change will not come if we wait for some
other person or some other time. We are the

ones we’ve been waiting for. We are the change

that we seek.” -Barack Obama
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Two years ago, 20 people filed applications that a
world. But this week only one person will be choset
The application process for president is arguably the
and voters completely immerse themselves in the b
By the end of the campaign, anyone casting a balloth
it useful in the decision-making process, some ofiti
unturned, and for the latter part of 2008 the
public process of electing an American Presi
The state of Pennsylvania is considered crit
the Republican Party’s belief that there is a cl
“swing state” would be an error since Pennsylvann |
The counties that the Republicans focus on are in th
The “T™ counties tend to be rural areas with a prede
% to the residents of these counties is their best chanc
On the other side of the political coin, the D
| the state. The population centers tend to be
However, the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton area
edge of the Republican “T.” This scenario m:
and Wilkes University’s location in the area
presidential candidates every four years.
Local students at Wilkes, King’s, Misericordia, LCC
campuses have over 19,000 undergraduate students
voices that can be heard in this election--some of
interesting impacts the NEPA vote can have nationall)
an element of the voter rolls that has little if any'i
numbers to learn whether the college campus v

All photos were taken by The B




votes. Other totaled 4%.

's make
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pursue the most powerful position in the
esident of the United States of America.

nthe world. Journalists, political analysts,
s, and everyday lives of the candidates.
{to an abundance of information, some of
ites are vetted completely. No stone is left
imunity had a front row seat to the heady

ennsylvania’s mark as crucial is based on
te’s 21 electoral votes. Applying the term
on by the Republicans since 1988.

¢ state and along the border of New York.
: population. For Republicans, appealing
istate’s electoral votes.

ton the heavily populated areas to deliver
nd to be more diverse.
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jetween the Democrats and Republicans,
me of the primary stomping grounds for
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spective campuses. That’s over 19,000
iy first time. Perhaps one of the most
ide by the thousands of college students,
the 1970s. Watch those voter turnout
tical heavyweights will bear fruit.
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Arnaud C. Marts Center (Wilkes University)

274 S. Franklin St.

FOR ALL RESIDENT STUDENTS

The Golden Palace
228 George Ave.
Holy Savior Church
56 Hillard St.

Riverview Ridge Assisted Living Facility

300 Courtright St.

B’nai Brith High Rise Building
61 E. Northampton St.

Martin L. Murray Elementary
1 South Sherman St.

Marymount Parish Center
152 South Hancock St.

W-B Area School District Field House

South Meade St. & Moyallen St.

St. Anthony Maronite Church
Dana St. & Park Ave.

Hollenback Municpal Golf Course

1050 N. Washington St.

South View Manor Community Room

60 Monroe St.

David Kistler Elementary
301 Old River Road

TN

“You know, I’ve been called a maverick; someone who
marches to the beat of his own drum. Sometimes it’s meant
as a compliment, and sometimes it’s not. What it really
means is I understand who I work for. I don’t work for a
party. I don’t work for a special interest. I don’t work for

myself. I work for you.” -John McCain
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Election night results event sc eduled in SLC

BY ALYSSA BENNER
Beacon A&E Editor

With Democratic and Republican head-
quarters located downtown and local
campaign stops in the past six months by
Barack Obama, Joe Biden, Bill and Hill-
ary Clinton, John and Cindy McCain, Sar-
ah Palin, Ed Rendell and Paul Kanjorski,
Wilkes University students have had plen-
ty of opportunities and persuasive voices
in their ears to become passionate about
their chosen candidates.

On Tuesday, November 4, DividedWe-
Fail.org, Wilkes University, and the Politi-
cal Science Department will host a 2008
Election Returns Event in Stark 101, start-
ing at 7:00 p.m. The group will use the
large screen television to broadcast differ-

A&E

NoOVEMBER 4 2008

ent stations that will air the voting results.

Adam Szumski, junior political science
major, involved with publicity and logis-
tics for the event said, “Who we vote in is
important to the next four years. A lot of
us will be graduating, and this event is a
way to celebrate that.”

The event will allow students, faculty
and staff to come together over pizza to
view the results of this turbulent election
year. DividedWeFail.org, a non-partisan
affiliate of AARP, approached Wilkes Uni-
versity with the idea for the event.

Some of this election’s issues include al-
legations of voter fraud and the ACORN
group’s role, early voting in a variety of
states and how those results are reported,
and lost voter registrations and inaccurate
voter roll purging. These bi-partisan is-

Movie Review: Saw

BY KENNY BROWN
Beacon Staff Writer

As I sat down in the theater, I prepared
for what I expected to be a disaster of a
movie—the fifth in the Saw series. The
last two had been horrendous copycats of
the first two. I felt like I had wasted my
six dollars, even before the opening credits
rolled.

But I did have that silver of hope that I
may be wrong, and that the writers and di-
rectors WOlig surprise me with something
incredible. With hope in my pocket and my
running shoes ready just in case, I sat back
and immersed myself in the continuing
saga that is Saw.

The fifth installment in the Saw series
picks up where the fourth left off. After
Jigsaw’s (Tobin Bell) brutal death, a new
character is introduced as the next ap-
prentice to the deceased serial killer, Mark
Hoffman (Costas Mandylor, Picket Fenc-
es). While his introduction emerges, on the
other side of the city, Agent Strahm (Scott
Patterson, Gilmore Girls) is being put to
the test.

During his own tests and trials Strahm
comes to realize that Hoffman is in fact
helping Jigsaw, and is his new apprentice.
Simultaneously, in yet another part of town,
five people are being put through Jigsaw’s
game. As the movie plays on, it becomes
another game of cat and mouse, ending in

a bloody, masochistic trap.

Even though Saw V' did not turn out to be
an exact replica of the others, it was just an-
other gore fest. Yes, there were well done
shots, and some creepy moments that would
turn even the manliest of men’s stomach,
but in the end it was not memorable. It had
the same set up and ridiculous tests, ending
in the usual barrage of blood and guts flying
every which way. The storyline was weak,
and the script was even weaker. And come
on; is it really a necessity for every horror
movie to have run of the mill acting? I say
surprise us one day, and get some actors
who can do more than scream, whimper,
and lose an arm.

Now if you’re looking for a couple hours
of gore, blood, and simple acting then Saw
V'is for you. But I would not recommend it
if you want to spend your money wisely, en-
joy decent acting, or even be scared. Saw V
is not a horror movie my friends, it is what I
like to call a “Gorror” movie, one in which
many people die, and you are scared in the
end because you realized you spent money
to see it.

Take my advice, do not waste your money
on Saw V. Wait until it is on HBO. You will
only leave the theater sick and depressed.
Spend your money on things like Zack and
Miri Make A Porno, Pride and Glory, or
even The Nightmare Before Christmas in
3-D, they will be worth the price of admis-
sion.

CONTACT INFORMATION:

alyssa.benner@wilkes.edu

yoh.delossantosmaria@wilkes.edu
amanda.gunther@wilkes.edu

wilkesbeacon.ae@gmail.com 12

- Election ‘o8

Who will bé the next

President of the United States?

Watch the election returns 1. IVE
Stark Learning Center, Room 101

Z—11:30 p.m.
Free food, beverages

WILKES

sues might make watching the returns even
more dramatic for some than previous
years. Szumski said, “As long as nobody’s
cheating and everybody’s equal from Joe
the Plumber to Warren Buffet, everything
should turn out fine.”

“Regardless of political stance, the 2008

En ,fnif 5 g
Photo Courtesy/AIyssa Benner

Election Returns Event is a chance for ev-
eryone to come together and really focus
on this monumental thing that’s taking
place,” said Jeff Niemic, junior electrical
engineering major and Political Science
Club member.
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BY YOHANNA DE LOS SANTOS M.
Beacon Asst. A&E Editor

The Osterhout Free Library, located on
South Franklin Street just one block north
of campus, has been renovating its historic
building since summer. Built in 1849 orig-
mally as a church, the library had a great
' deal of deferred maintenance and needed
updating, so after a public campaign for
financing, the physical reconstruction of-
ficially took off.

Currently, the back of the building is
‘being fully restored while the north side
that faces the Westmorland Club and the
library’s front that faces South Franklin
Street are both undergoing a complete re-
pointing process. “The other side of the
building toward the Presbyterian Church
“isnewer. That was built...in 1984 and an-
* other part was [built] 1908, so that part was
fine. But the other additions to the [1849
structure] really needed to be redone,”
' said Sarah D. Hansen, Executive Director
- of the Osterhout Library. She added that in
addition to the face and repointing work,

the roof and bricks on the bell tower had to
be replaced.

“We had a lot of bricks that were falling
down and crumbling. The building was
built in 1849, so this was something that
had not been done ever... [after] 150 years,
the building really needed a face lift,” said
Hansen. However, before the restoration
began, the building’s structure had to be re-
paired so that it did not represent a threat to
patrons or staff.

Through the years, the library’s windows-
-some of them stained and leaded glass-
-had been damaged by weather and age;
thus, many of them had to be removed over
the summer. “It’s like taking an old paint-
ing and restoring it, they are not changing
the painting; they are just bringing it back
to life what it used to look like,” explained
Hansen.

The restoration of the Osterhout has
served as a motivation for the staff and for
new ideas in which college students are a
possible target market. “We have book
discussion groups, The Franklin Street

building are underway.

.' sterhout Library has had the same face since 1849. Renovations to update the

% Photo Courtesy/Jenna Stepheﬁé

Osterhout Library undergoes facelift
Staff members hope to attract local college students with new offerings

Sleuths—they read a book monthly. [And]
this summer we showed a video with pop-
corn ...” said Eileen Stefanko, Coordinator
of Events of the Osterhout Free Library.

“We are trying to set up some gaming
Programs which I think college students
might be interested in,” said Stefanko. She
explained that the gaming tournaments the
staff has in mind would be free of charge.
Also, Stefanko said that the Osterhout
staff is planning a college night, Wilkes v.
King’s. The college night will offer pizza
and soft drinks so that students can come in
and get involved with the library.

Wilkes students only need to present their
Wilkes University card to become mem-
bers, but despite the library’s close proxim-
ity to campus, encouraging students to walk
the extra block is not always successful.
Junior business administration major, Isha
Patel acknowledged, “I could have a library
card from the Osterhout, but I’d rather go to
the library that is nearest my house of which
I am a member.” Members can go to any
of the free libraries in the Luzerne County

system with their card check out their books
and return them in the Luzerne library near-
est them.

The Osterhout Free Library, however,
represents an important learning and en-
tertainment center in the area. People of all
ages, especially senior citizens take advan-
tage of the diversified book collection, and
many also take advantage of its technologi-
cal facilities. Over the summer, the library
held computer classes in which people were
taught basic computer skills. Stefanko said
that mainly senior citizens took the classes.

But perhaps the promise of technology
will be the draw for Wilkes students. “The
Osterhout can really support your recre-
ational time. We can supply you with read-
ing materials that are not academic. We
can supply you with DVDs. I'm sure a lot
of students have DVDs in their dorm rooms
and on their laptops. We have do¥hnload-
able audio books that can go right to your
iPod,” said Hansen.

OR

646 North Main Street
Wilkes——barrc, FA 18702

Chan -
Hair

570*9 70*0800

Student Discount

20% off all sevices*
*With Valid Studcnt ID

Call for an APPointmcnt
Walk-]ns Welcome

alon




NovemBER 4, 2008

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 14

CD Review: Dig Out Your Soul by Oasis

BY MATTHEW GOGAS
Beacon Staff Writer

After several Destiny’s Child-like line up changes, a bar-
rage of bar fights, and more alcohol than any two people
should ever drink in a lifetime, one thing has remained con-
stant: the Gallagher brothers are still making music. Oasis’
latest album, Dig Out Your Soul, was released earlier this
month on October 6, 2008 after little publicity.

Oasis is most known for their popularity amongst the “in-
die” crowd on college campuses with their success in the
mid to late 90°s with songs like “Wonderwall” and “Cham-
pagne Supernova.” However, the group’s popularity has
diminished after a series of low key singles and brotherly
squabbling.

Adored by British fans and forgotten by most Americans,
Oasis has produced seven studio albums and many more
compilations. Dig Out Your Soul is a departure from the
excessive use of the acoustic guitar prevalent on their pre-
vious three albums. This album can be more accurately de-
scribed as a late 60’s rock and roll project. It is heavy with
the electric guitar, drum solos, and the implementation of
an organ-all the key ingredients for a Doors type of psyche-
delic rock production.

The album starts off with a “spit in your face” attitude-
adjusting anthem. With a gritty melody and heavy drums,
“Bag It Up” sets the tone for an obvious rock and roll album.
The upside is that it gives the impression that the album is

worth listening to and not just going to meet the self-ful-
filling prophecy that every Oasis album (since “What’s the
Story Morning Glory?””) will start off with some steam,
but eventually end in disappointment.

“The Turning” follows the same path as the first track,
but with a mellower sound. Catchy and distinct, these first
two tracks clearly distinguish Oasis’ mature sound from
the past few albums they have produced, which were blun-
ders at best.

“The Shock of the Lightning” is the band’s first single
off the album. This song explodes from beginning to end
and is a definite radio favorite. While it has very little sub-
stance to it with garbled, nonsense lyrics, the song still
provokes head nods.

Also worthy of mention is that Liam Gallagher, the
band’s lead singer, contributes by writing a few songs on
this album. The fifth song on the album, “Outta Time,” is
definitely his greatest contribution to the album.

There are few highlights on the album other than three
or four songs that contain a message and do not drone on
into calculated guitar solos with no purpose. However, the
band’s lead guitarist and primary song writer, Noel, actu-
ally sounds like he is singing with enthusiasm, a response
to previous criticism of his work.

Although there are many differences between this album
and the group’s previous failures, Dig Out Your Soul lives
up to the reputation of failing to say anything of any real
value with little substance and conviction. This album is

worth one or two good listens, but will inevitably end up on
the shelf with all the other Oasis albums to collect dust.
Grade: C

Photo Courtesy/Alyssa Benner

QOasis’ Dig Out Your Soul is a must-hear for British fans
but here in the U.S. is not gaining much momentum.
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Beacon Correspondents
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Art Under the Sun
Where: Mohegan Sun at

Pocono Downs
When: Nov. 7, 5:00- 9:00 p.m.

Hammer of The Gods
Where: F.M. Kirby Center
When: Nov. 8, 8:00 p.m.

Carousel
Where: Dorothy Dickson
Dartre Center
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53 Cultural standards 40 To give advice
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