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HONORARY DEGREES

DOCTOR OF SCIENCE .............. DoNet o Eowenn Bunxe
Native of Canada where he eamed the BS degree in Electrical Engi-
neering in 1954 from the Technical University of Nova Scotia, Donald
Burke began his career with Canadian General Electric specializing in
electronic power conversion systems" Recruited in 1963 by our late
Wilkes trustee, Roy Pollaclc, for the neut RCA plant in Mountaintop,
Pennsylvania as Application Engineering Leader for Thyristors and
Rectifiers, Don Burke began a c:rreu in which his leadership of the
product design engineers at Mountaintop contributed decisively to the
competitiveness of their transistors for power systems that has helped
keep this plant, now owned by Harris Semiconductor, aworld leader in
the field of power electronics. Presently that plant is opanding dra-
maticallywith products designed by englineers hired and guided by Don
Burke, many of them engineering graduates of Wilkes University. Power
MOS devices are now the basis of all transistor production at Harris's
Mountaintop facilities and are critical components in power systems
used in everything from naval ships, to automobiles, to aircraft, to home
appliances, to the Space Station. Don Burke has made a major contri-
bution to the success of a critical high technology industry of a key
company in that industry and of a region whose economic future will
be powerfully influenced by this compan$ with the help and creativity
of his Wlkes engineers.

DOCTOR OF SCIENCE ............ . Gaonca E fulsroN
Son of Harrisonburgl, Virginia and schoolboy in Harrisburg, Pennsylva-
nia; graduate of the University of North Carolina, where he played foot-
ball and earned a BA in Biology with honors in 1940, with later gradu-
ate work at Harvard and Columbia Universities, four years a soldier in
the U.S. Army during World War II, entering a private in1942,leaving
with the rank of Major in 1946. George Ralston returned to the Wyo-
ming Valley where before the war he had taught and coached at Forlry
Fort High School. Hired by President Eugene Farley to teach at
Bucknell University Junior College, soon to be Wlkes College, Geor$e
Ralston began a fifty-year career (still in progress) oflove and service to
this institution, serving as biology teacher, football, basketball and base-

ball coach, Director of Athletics, Dean of Men, Dean of Women and,
finally, Dean of Student Affairs. A role model for other student affairs
professionals, his dedication to the nurturing of students was complete.
Meeting them as equals, by his preaching and his example he expressed
faith in the eventual worth of his students as responsible, caring moral
adults. Tireless, buoyant, a gentleman and a gentle man, Dean Ralston
as much as any individual set the moral tone for Wilkes College. In
retirement, he became Dean of Student Affairs Emeritus and Special
Assistant for Alumni Affairs, serving both the institution to which and
the glraduates to whom he has dedicated his life.
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WELCOME J. Michael Lennon
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CONFERRING OF THE DECREES ......... Christopher N. Breiseth

*ALMA MATER Eleanor C. Farley

*BENEDICTION . Rabbi James Michaels
Spiitual Leodu, Temple Israel

*RECESSIONAL 
...... Tyumpet Voluntary

Jeremiah Clorke

*Th:e oudience is requested to ris.



IUASTER'S DEGREE CANDIDATES

lvlaster of Business Administration De$ree

1,4 Kimberla A. Escarge
a Stonby J. L. Gorbacik

Nan Stqhm Katz
Deborah lee Kennedy

a Gary J. Kostrobala
a John Edward Ohlsen

lvlaster of Health Administration De$ree

* Jameslay Landon

Master of Science Degree
with a major in Nursing

10 Karen,4nn Frances Cominsky
10 Lynne l-acey Crandall

10 PaticiaA. Jacqua
10 ChistineMaie ShimP

10 Michaell.Yateshin

Master of Science Degree
with a major in PhYsics

JosqhA.Yedinak

'Degree k absentia tAlpha Chi a Delto IuIu Delta 10 Sigma Theta Tau



BACHELOR'S DEGREE CANDIDATES

School of Business, Society and Public Policy

Summa Cum Laude
*' 3' a Tbrence A. Wotkins, Business Administration

Magna Cum l-aude
Angelica M. Mascia, Accounting

Cum Laude
* Amy B. Llanellyn, Business Administrafion

Sharon Rosimas Murray, Business Administration

* Barbara l. Adams, Business Administration
Felicia Maie,Andrei ack, Sociology

Louis E. Atkinson, Jr., Sociology
Deborah Ann Borusieuticz, Business Administration

Jason Carabetta, Business Administration
Keuin Caskeg, Business Administration

Mark J. Dechmut, Business Administration
Robyn Mcloin Dixon, Intemational S tudies

Mark B. Euons, Political Science
Maia lgrm Feszchok, Business Administrotion
* Dominic P. Fino, Jr., BusinessAdministration

Jason D. Gratz, Business Administration
Theodore William Gruszko, Business Administration

Marc P. Jacket t, Business Administration
3 Joyce E. Kane, Sociology

John Michael Krulack, Sociology
Michael Kobie LaMura, Business Administration

* Constance Libassi, Business Administration
* Lynn Maie Lubinski, Business Administration

Ellen Rosutne Mancini, Sociology
Holly Maie Montigneg, Sociology

* Bmjamin Edson O'Connell, Business Administration
Wncent Micluel Petroziello, Accounting

Clnrles Wiltiam Pice, Business Administration
Deanna Leigh Rapp, Business Administration

Paul E Ricko, Business Administrotion
Matthqt J. Rodarmel, Potitical Science
Thomas Josqh Scannella, Accounfing

* Donald J. Sparks, Business Administrotion
Raymond W Tolipski, Business Administration

':zt Linda I*e Tiryak, Sociology
John J. Topo, Business Administration

Timothy E. Wobieffer, Accounting
,Aaron Robqt Wurstei Polifical Science

Emily S. Zaffino, Political Science

*Degree in absmtia 
"ilpno sig*?!x*u'l' . Derto Mu Derta 

2A[pha Koppa Delta



BACHELOR'S DEGREE CAI\IDIDATES

School of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences

Summa Cum Inude
8 Deanne Gavrose, Psychology

Magna Cum laude
6 KalenMary Ann Churcher, Communications

7 Melissa C. Bernhard, Psychology
Elernentary Education, Second Major

'Caryn Rachel Bimbaum, Psychology
Elementary Education, Second Major

* Abigail Breiseth, Art
' 7 Scott Dauid Broum, Bochelor of Music
* Paul Mattlun Chimock, Communications

*'8 Susan Crawford, Psychology
Paticia S. Daquino, Psychology

7 Mariah Ellen Dernbesky, PsychologE
Elementary Education, Second Major
Michele Patience Fine, Psychology

S o c io log y, S econd Maj or
. T,btdrea Maie Flippines, Psychology

Elementary Education, Double Degrees
* Robert J. Gondez, Psychology

Gerald N. Grube, Jr, Psgchology
Melody A- Janosky, Psychologa

Kistine Kaeb, Hktory
Lisa M. Kuna, Psychology

Anthony Mazzarella, History
Pamelo J. Mc Donald, Psy chology

Sociologg Second Maior
Daniel D. Morrell, Psychology

John P Pioppi, Psychology
Ronald Richnrd Robert Rornanoski, Jr., Psychology

* Motthew D. Rosenberg, Psychologty
6 Steuen D. Roth, Communications

Kathleen M. S chmucker, Communicafi ons
Political Science, Second fuIajor

Robert Thomas Warhola, Psychology

Melissa Zingaret ti, Communications

*Degree in absentia |Lambda Pi Eta
? Candidates for Pennsyluoia Teacher &rtification I Psi Chi



BACHELOR'S DEGREE CANDIDATES

School of Science and Engineering

Magna CVm Laude

*,s, e Bian Michael Smith, Enuironmantal Engineering

Clayton Earl Bubeck, Enuironmental Engineering

Mark Chistopher Derienzo, Electricol Engineering
Daro John Hyder, Electical Engineering

Patick William Neenon, Earth and Enuironmmtol. Sciences

Betsy,Anne RomruH, Earth and Erwironmental Sciences
* Ernest D. Scaran III, Earth and Erwironmental Sciences

'LArm D. Sfutzman, BiotogU

JoIm Paul Tondoro, Biologa

Jamq M. Wall, Electical Engineeing
Shirley Lee Warren, Coryuter Informntion Systems

*Degree in absentia sHonors in Engineering
7 Candidates for Pennsyluonio Teacher &rtification e Sigma Pi Sigma



Scholarly Societies

I Denotes Mmtbership in Alpha Chi, tlu National College Honor
Scholarship Society.

2 knotes Mentbership in Alpha Kappa Delta, the Intqnational Honorary
Society in Sociologa.

s Denotes Membqship in the Eta Pi Chqtq of Alpha Sigma Lambda,
the honor society recognizing the acadernic excellmce of adult
part-time sfudents.

a Dmotes l{entbership in the kta Psi Chqter of Delta Mu Delta,
the National Honor Society in Brsiness Mministration.

5 Denotes Honors in Engineuing.

6 hnotes Mantbership in Latnbda Pi ETA, tlte National Honorary
Societ y in Conmtmications.

7 Denotes hndidates for Pannsyluania Tucher Certification.

s DmotesMetnbuship in Psi Chi, the National Honorary Society
in Psychologry.

e Denot* Mmtbqship in Sigma Pi Sigma, the National Honorary
Society of Phgsics students.

10 Denotes lvlentbqship in the kta Psi Chqtu of Sigma Theta Tau,

the Intemational Honor Society forNursing.

* Degree in absmtia.

Honor cords signifg manbuship in a scholartg societg.



The University Mace
and

Presidential Chain of Office

The mace and the praidentiol chain of office used in academic celebrations

rqresent tradifions doting to the sixteenth cenfury. The mace symbolizes the

authoitg of ttw uniuersity and the chain of office designates the presidential

leadership of the acodemy.

The Wilkes (Iniuersity mnce and presidential chain of office were gifts of
local donors and were first used in 1970 at the inauguration of tlp second presi-

dent of Witkes. They were designed by Ottie Hill Clutalek'61 and executed by

Kurt Matzdort anationallu recogmbed gold and siluersmith from the State Uni'
uersity of New York at New Paltz.

The Uniaetsitg Moce

The sterling siber mnce has a gilt lmob at its base utd a gilt circle at the top

bearing the insciption'Witkes College 1933." The bowl, ising aboae the neck of
the mace, signifiesWilkes-Barre's role as a melting pot, forming a neu and uig-

orot$ community of people from many different backgrounds. This theme is
reiterated in the inscripfion of the Uniaersily\ motto "Unity Amidst Diuersity"

which surrounds the upper part of the bowl. The gilt flame symboliz,es the en-

lightanmant gained fromhigher educotion, while thepiece of anthracite coal set

in the center of the tlame commemorates the oigin of the Uniuersity in a com-

munity lmown for its coal mining past.

The hesidential Choin of Offrce

The Presidential Chain of Offrce, created from sterting siluq, has altemating
bowts and gilt fhmes, rqeating the motif of the mace. On the front of the four-foot
chain hangs a gitt seat of Wilkes uhich is suspended from a cfuster of oak leaues

with acoms, suggesting the strangth and sfurdiness of future generations. On the

back of the Presidential Chain of Office is a siloer portrait of Dr. Eugane S. Farley,

the first President ofWkes. Dr Farley\ portrait is surrounded by gilt oak leaaes

commetnorafing his strong leadership of the emerging insfifution.







AtllERrGA, THE BEAUIFUL

O beoutifut for spacious skies, for amber waues of grain,

For purple mountain majesties aboue the fruited plain.

America! America! God slud his grace on thee,

And croum thy goodwith brotherhood from sea to shining va.

O buutiful forpotiot dream that sees beyond the years,

Thine alabaster cities gleata undimmed by human tears.

Arnerica! Amsica! God shed his grace on thee,

And croum thy good with brotlurhood from sea to shining rea.

Words by Katherine Lee Bates

Music bU SamuelA.Ward

ALMA MAIER

Wkes, ourAlmaMater,
We pledge our hmrts to thee,

Honor, faith, and courage,

Tluth and loyaltu,
In our work ond in our pleasure,

Guide us as a fiend;
We shall ahtays loue thee,

Loyal to the end.

Thou shatt leadus orruard
In search of finq things.

May we find thewisdom
That thy spirit bings.

May our deeds of loue and seruice

Euerswell thy fame-
Wilkes, ure stand to greet thee!

Glory to thyname.

Words and Music by Eleozu C. Fuley

A recqtion for graduates and their fomilia will be held
immediately following the ceremony.

Mernfiers af the Wilkes Uniuersity Brass Erxemble, under the direction of
Jerome W Campbell, are performing for this momingb Cornmencement celebration.


